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P  R  E  F  A  C  E. 


X  H]l^  length  of  time  that  has  elapsed  since 
the  appearance  of  the  work  to  which  this 
bears  so  close  a  relation,  has  arisen  out  of 
the  delays  and  difficulties  experienced  by 
the  author  in '  collecting  materials ;  few  of 
which  were  in  his  possession,  when  he  promised 
the  public  to  extend  his  labors,  beyond  the 
naval,  to  the  military,  occurrences  of  the 
late  American  war. 

^Immediately  on  the  publication  of  his  former 
Tolume,  he  transmitted  copies  to  some  of  the 
principal  reviewers  in  the  United  Stated; 
hoping  to  have  it  in  his  power,  through 
the  medium  of  the  present  work,  to  correct 
any  mistatements  that  he  may  have  made, 
upon  a  topic  so  interesting  to  the  two  nations. 
Beyond  one  or  two  newspaper  paragraphs, 
first  misnaming,  and  then  calumniating,  the 
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author,  nothing  of  the  kind  has  yet  reached 
him.  He  has*  however,  been  favored  with 
the  sight  of  an  American  periodical  work, 
entitled, — ^  Analectic  Magazine  and  Naval 
Chronicle;'  which  contains,  among  its  pages, 
some  very  copious  remarks  upon  an  article 
in  the  British  '  Naval  Chronicle,^  headed— 
^  Synopsis  of  naval  actions  between  the  ships 
OF  HIS  Britannic  majesty  and  of  the  United 
States,  during  the  late  war;  by  a  British 

NAVAL   officer   ON    THE  AMERICAN    STATION:' 

the  latter  consisting  of  extracts  from  a  series 
of  letters,  signed  '  Boxer,'  forwarded  by  the 
author,  (but  who  had  neither  designated  him- 
self as,  nor  can  claim  the  honor  to  be,  ^  a 
British  naval  oflScer,')  from  Halifax,  Nova 
Scotia ;  and  becoming,  afterwards,  the  ground- 
work  of  the  author's  pamphlet  in  Halifax,^ 
and  subsequent  volume  in  this  country. 

As  the  present  is  a  military  work,  the 
author,  after  bestowing  a  passing  glance 
of   admiration   upon    the  flashy  vignette  of 

♦  ^  An  Inquiry,  &c.* 
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gamboling  dolphins,  tridents,  wreaths  of  laurel, 
&c.  displayed,  as  if  in  terrorem^  at  the  com- 
mencement of  every  fresh  quotation  from  the 
*  Synopsis,'  will  digress  no  further,  than  till  he 
has  exposed  some  half  a  dozen  of  the  American 
reriewer's  mis-statements ;  thence  submitting, 
as  a  fair  inference,  what  degree  of  credit  is 
due  to  the  remainder  of   that  gentlemanV 

assertions. 
Not  being    a  ^  naval  officer,'    the  author 

could  have  no  esprit  de  carps  to    bias   his 

judgment.     All  inuendoes  on  that  head,  and 

pretty  numerous  they  are,  may  therefore  be 

blotted  out  of  the  piece.     The  same  fate,  for 

0 

(as  one  may  suppose)  the  same  reason,  naust 
attend  the  commencing  charge,  that  the  ^  pro- 
d^ction.  came  abroad  under  the  sanction  of 
the  admiralty.'* 

Any  railing  at  the  author's  '  affected  arith- 

« 

metical  precision'*^  can  but  create  a  smile, 
when  the   American  reviewer  is  compelled, 

*  Analectic  Mag.  and  Naval  Chronicle,  Vol  VII.  p.  295. 

t  Ibid.  302. 
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for  lack  of  argumefit,  to  '  pass  by  the  cj- 
.phering  business/^  It  is  that  ^  cyphering 
business/  that  ^  debtor  and  creditor  account^'t 
in  the  naval  warfare  between  the  two  conn^ 
tries,  that  is  fast  withering  the  laurels,  with 
which  one  of  them  has,  of  late,  so  strutted 
in  caricatura. 

Who  it  is  that  ^  weighs  balls  with  the  most 
minute  precision,':{:  let  American  naval  officers 
and  American  naval  histories  telL§ 

The  author,  although  he  is  no  ^  naval  officer,' 
would  be  ashamed  to  be  convicted  of  having 
stated,  that  the  loss  of  a  ship's  ^jib-boom'  is 
'  equal,  in  point  of  importance,  to  the  loss  of  a 
brig's  ^  main-yard/ II  But,  in  truth,  was  the 
Wasp  without  her  jib-boom  ?  If  so,  as  she  car- 
ried  it  away  three  days  before  the  action,  <|[  her 
officers  and  crew  must  have  been  very  negligent 

*  Analectic  Mag.  and  Nav.  Chron.  Vol.  VII.  p.  307- 

t  Ibid.  302.  X  Ibid.  p.  304. 

§  Naval  History  of  the  United  States,  Vol.  I.  p.  179— 
American  Naval  Monument,  p.  141.  181. — ^James's  Naval 
Occurrences,  p.  10.  124.  365. 

II  Analectic  Mag.  and  Naval  Chron.  Vol.  VII.  p.  388. 

^  Naval  Monument,  p.  13. 


PREFACE.  XV 

in  not  having  rigged  a  fresh  one;  and  ^M. 
Corne,"  the  Boston  painter,  and  his  employer, 
^  A.  Bovren,'  the  Boston  engraver,  are  charge- 
able with  unpardonable  inaccuracy,  for  having 
given  to  the  Wasp,  in  their  representation  of 
the^  Frolic's  capture,*  a  'jib-boom/  and  no 
short  one  either.  After  stating  that  the  Wasp^s 
crew  '  consisted,  in  reality,  of  Only  1 10,''t'  the 
writer  does  not  proceed  far  in  his  '  magazine  of 
wonders,' J  before  he  introduces  the  following 
paragraph:  '  They  (the  American  captain  and 
one  of  his  officers)  testified,  on  oath,  that  the 
whole  number  of  persons  on  board  the  Wasp, 
previous  to  the  action,  was  137;' § — actually 
within  one  of  the  author's  statement,^ 

In  the  very  teeth  of  American  official 
papers,||  does  this  American  writer  allege, 
that  '  no  complaint'  was  made,  *  when  several 


*  Naval  Monument,  p.  13. 

f  Analectic  Mag.  aod  Nav.  Chronicle,  Vol.  VIL  p,  387. 

X  lb.  382.  §  lb.  487. 

%  James's  Naval  Occurrences,  p.  152. 

II  Nav.  Monument,  p.  63. — ^James's  Nav.  Occurr.p.  223. 
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of  the  crew  of  the  Chesapeake  were  killed^ 
by  firing  down  the  gangway.'  * 

To  the  ^  fabulous  account,"  that  the  vessel 
said  to  hare  declined  engaging  the  President 
off  Sandy  Hook,  was  not  ^a  small  frigate,' 
the  Loire, -f-  but  the  '  Plantaganet  74,'  nothing 
was  wanted  but  ^  the  trial  of  her  commanding 
officer/ J  This  trial  our  '  candid'  reviewer 
is  ^authorized  to  affirm'  took  place  at  Ber-r 
muda.  By  way  of  corroborating,  what  must 
appear  to  all  but  him  and  his  party  as,  an 
^  absurd  and  ridiculous  story,'  he  brings  to  his 
aid —  ^  the  express  admission  of  an  officer  of 
marines,  then  in  the  squadron  cruising  off 
New  York,  and  now  a  consul  in  one  of 
our  ports.';|:  Who  can  this  be  but  lieutenant 
Patrick  Savage,  at  that  time  of  the  Narcissus 
frigate,  and  now,  or  lately,  consul  at  Norfolk, 
Virginia? — It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  state- 
ment will  meet  his  eye,  if  only  to  afford 

♦  Apalectic  Mag,  and  Nav.  Chroo.  Vol.  VII.  p.  388- 

f  James's  Naval  Occurrences^  p.  324. 

J  Analectic  Mag.  and  Nav.Cbron.  Vol.  VIII.  p.  136. 
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an   opportunity  of  doing  justice  to   his 

* 

brother-officers  late  of  the  Plaiitaganet. 

After,  in  sereral  instances^  flatlf  contradict- 
ing his  dvm  offidal  aocoiinfs^  the  American 
reyiewer  puts  European  giavity  to  the  test,  bj 
declaring,  first^  that  his  goTarnment  made  wafr 
^  in  defence  of  the  universal,  rights  of  BEibp^'* 
and  next,  thait  the  ^  modesty'  or,  as  recently 
anfd  more  truly  styled^  ^  arrdgant,'  commodore 
Ferry,  when  he  filched  the  commencing  words 
of  Nelson's  letter,  :|:  ^  was  paying  his  lordship 

a  high  compliment/ 1* 

Had  the  writer  in  the  American '  ^  Naval 
Chronicle^  employed  less  ^  aa^imony,^  and 
more  research,  in  his  calling,  he  might  hare 
received  the  author's  thanks  for  pointing  out 
several  real  ^  inaccuracies,'  particularly  as  to 
the  size  and  armaments  of  the  American  shipst 
But  these  ^  inaccuracies,'  along  with  the  halted 
'  cyphering  business,^  he  has  let  >  pass  by,'  to 

t 

*  Analectic  Mag.  and  Nav.  Chron.  vol.  VIII.  p.  185. 
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be  rabtified  by  the  author  himself^  in  his  two 
works,  that  followed,  in  quick  succefision,  Aot 
little  hastfly-*drawn  sketch,  whidb,  th^  Auoeri- 
can  reviewer^  not  hiuring  seen  those  wcutks,  is 
pleased  to  say,  ^  appears  to  contain  all  that  has 
hitherto  been  urged,  2^  well  as  every  thing,  that 
can  be  urged,  in  extmuatiui  of  the  numerous 
disa^i^  of  S^lahd  daring  the  last  i^ar^'*  bnl^ 
as  he  11101%^^  truly  than  consisteetly.adds^  ^whaeh 
is  in  reality  an  iDdifiiei^nt  produetiooi*^  If  i% 
(ihereibfre;  aci4  if  the>  proiJuction'  teoEfts  with 
^admissions,'  such  as  ^  Bn&tish  opbeos'  oiight 
to  ^  feel  morUfied  at,^  why  is  the  Aniecican 
reviewer,  in  his-  ^  csmdtd'  exam^iiad6a  of  it,  so 
extremely  irritable?  Even  Ms.  own  country^ 
men,  tlie  ^-gentle'  readers  for.  whose  entertain* 
menthehas  labored  aiid  sweated  so.  much,  will 
attribute  his  anger  to  the  dilemma  into  whidh 
he  is  placed,  by  the  ^  novel'  way  of  ^  weighing 
and  measuring,  by  the  pound  ai^d  by  the 
foot,^J  'battles*   that    have    turned    out    so 

*  Analectic  Mag.  and  Nav,  Chron.  Vol.  VIL  p,  teOw 
t  lb.  p.  205.  %  lb.  Volt  VIL  p.  307. 
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itMrstire  to  tlw  ABMrioaai  prossy  m  gencMl^ 
and  to  the  Anmican  ^  Naral  Chmmd^'  in 
pntieulEr*  .        . .    ^    . 

What  langaage  cMiteined  in  Hie  ^  Synopsis/ 
writlea  vrhen  the  twa  countries  trere  at  Wftr^ 
equals,  in*  falsehood,  absnrdity,  or  intended 
^sererity/  the  assertion,  made  while  the  two 
eonntfies  aM  at  peace,  that  ^  AmericsM  offii^H 
are .  more  tvare  than  their  riirals'  ?  * 

How  much  moderddon,  ^  candoui'/  and 
discernment,  4^  writer  of  the  Alnerkan  r^tiOw 
caMf  bring  into  di$onssiofi>,  when  bis  country 
b  a  party,  may  be  gathered  from  his  cam« 
parii^y-^widiont  meaninjgf  it  in  irony,*-^^  the 
battle  of  New  Orlean^,^  with  <  the  battles  of 
€k-essy  suid  AgineonttZ-f- 

Tkk  sudden  change  from  naVid  to  military 
warfaie'  re«aiis  the  auAor's  attention  to  the 
sab^ct  Immediately  before  him.  The  first 
poinie  he  would  press  upon  the  reader's  attention 
li^  Aat  the  system  of  tactici^  adapted  to  the 


1 

♦  Analectic  Mag.  and  Nav.  Chron.  Vol.  VII.  p.  SOfi. 
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cultivated. plains  of  Europe  cannot  be  practised 
amidst  the  wild  regions  of  America*  Woods^ 
precipices,  creeks,  and  morasses,  are  tra^ 
versed  with  ease  by  native  troops,  while  a 
body  of  the  best  disciplined  foreigners  is 
either  opposed  in  its  advance  by  insurmount*^ 
able  obstacles,  or  led  into  an  ambush,  where 
the  more  ardeat  the^  courage,  the  greater  is^ 
the  slaughter,  the  more  c«tain  the  defeat. 

The  British  soldier  can  seldom  trace  his 
acquaintance  with  firearms  beyond  the. day 
of  his  enlistment ;  but  the  American  soldier 
has  been  accustomeds  from  his  infancy,  to 
the  free  use  of  the  most  destructive  of  aU 
fire-arms,  the  rifie.  No  laws  have  interfered 
to  restrain  him  from  amusing  his  fancy,  or 
furnishing  his  table,  with  the.  game  that  so 
abundantly  surrounds  his  home;  .agtd  the 
daily  toils  of  the  huntsman,  while  they  hdve 
fitted  his  body  for  enduring,  without  fatiguei 
the  longest  marches,  have  familiarijtedhimto 
the  intricacies  of  his  native  forests.  Where 
bush-fighting  can  be  practised,  be  is  truly 
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formidable:  an  open  country,  and  a  struggle 
with  the  bayonet)  he  alike  avoids,  as  the 
bane  of  his  hopes. 

Nearly  the  whole  of  the  military  contests 
treated  of  in  these  Fplumes  were  carried  oii 
amidst  the  thinly  inhabited,  and,  of  course,  but 
slightly  cultivated,  parts  of  North-America. 
The  reader  whose  mind  is  filled  with  the 
justly  celebrated  fame  of  British  troops  must, 
therefwe,  be  careful  how  he  forms  an  opinion 
upon  the  merits  of  the  combatants.  He 
should  recollect,  that  the  American  troops 
fought  their  battles  upon  their  own  ground ;  and 
obtained,  in  consequence,  a  decided  local  supe* 
riority  over  the  British  sent  out  against  them. 
Viewed  thus,  it  cannot  be  objected,  if  all 
estimates  ,of  relative  force  between  British  and 
American  troops,  other  than  where  batteries 
are  concerned,  be  founded  upon  the  principle 
of — not  a  presumed  inequality  of  powers, 
but-^— man  for.  man,  or  unit  for  unit. 

The  historian  may  describe,  in  the  most  im- 
passioned language,  the  meeting  of  two  armies. 
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tbeir  foiious  asset,  and  lon^  aad  Utody  eon* 
flict ;  how  this  side  fled  and  that  pursued ;  yet, 
if  he  fail  to  impress  upon  the  reader^s  mind 
a  clear  oDuceptioii  of  the  (ytiantum  of  force 
which  each  party  brought  into  the  field,  he 
shall  emjAoy  his  labors  to  very  little  purpose* 
Of  the  maoy  printed  narratives  of  battles,  bj 
far  the  greater  number  are  d^cient  in  this 
important  particular.  With  due  acknowledge- 
ment to  the  Amerkan  reviewer  fx  the  hint, 
the  author  produces,  as  a  prominent  exam^e, 
the  cejlebrated  battle  of  Azincour*  Hume  gives 
no  figures,  but  slates  that  the  ^  enemy  was  four 
times  more  iiumerous.^*  ^Moastrelet  says 
six  times.' +  ^  P.  Daniel  says  three  tinaes^'-f* 
Different  Frendi  writers  make  their  own.  force 
«  lOpOOO ;'  ^  140000 ;'  ^  150000,  the  thir^ 
part  horse;'  '  150000  horse/ f  Other  histo- 
rians say,  that  ^  the  Fnench  Mnounted  to 
150000,  aad  the  English  but  to  90OQ  ;'t  which 
is  nearly  1 7,  instead  of  ^  six^'  ^.four^'  or  even 

♦  Hume^  Vol  III.  p.  100- 

f  RapiQ  (folio  edit.)  Vol.  I.  p.  512. 
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^i/Arae^'  to  tone^'--^f  all,  the  mott  probaUe 
proportion. 

In  detailing  the  qperations  of  the  British 
aiid  American  ariiiies,  h  clear  and  satisfactory 
account  of  the  force  engaged  will,  next  to  the 
immediate  result  of  the  liattle,  fomi  the  most 
important  object*  As  the  fairest  means  of 
ascertaining  this,  each  party  will  be  consi- 
dered as  unquestionable  authority  for  the 
amount  of  his  own  numbers;  unless  an  evident 
contradiction,  or  attempt  to  deceive,  discovenr 
itself.  In  that  case,  reliance  will  be  placed 
upon  the  positive  assertions  of  the  opposite 
party. 

A  British  official  account  of  every  military 
Action  has  appeared  in  thib  Gazette;  and 
copies  of  the  whole,  as  well  as  of  sucjh  Ameri- 
can official  accounts  as  have  been  published^ 
or  could  be  procured,  are  given  in  the  Appen« 
^X«  The  deficiency  on  the  American  side  is 
compaisated  by  the  ample  details,  and,  upon 
some  points,  apparently  authentic  ii 
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contained  in  three  very  recent  American 
publications  on  the  events  of  the  late  \rar^ 
As  these  works  are  rarely  to  be  met  with 
in  this  country,  and  will  be  frequently 
quoted  in  the  progress  of  our  enquiries,  the 
reader  is  here  presented  with  their  respeqtiyg 
title-pages: 

'  Historieal  Sketches  of  the  late  War  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain  ;  blended  with  Anecdotes 
illustrative  of  the  individual  bravery  of  the  American 
Sailors^  Soldiers^  and  Citizens^  embellished  with  Portraits 
of  distinguished  Naval  and  Military  Officers ;  and  accom-: 
panied  by  Views  of  several  Sieges  and  Engagements.  By 
Johii  Lewis  Thomson.  Third  Edition.  Philadelphia ; 
published  by  Tbonias  D^ilvef ;  1^16/ 

'  An  Impartial  and  Correct  History  of  the  War  between 
the  United  States  of  America  and  Gr^at  Britain:  com 
prising  a  particular  Detail  of  the  Naval  and  Military 
Operations,  and  a  faithful  Record  of  the  Events  produced 
during  the  Contest,  from  its  Commencement,  June  18^ 
1812,  to  the  Treaty  of  Peace,  ratified  at  the  City  of 
Washington,  February  17,  1815.  By  T.  O'Connor, 
Fourth  Edition,  f-evispd  and  corrected.  Carefully  compiled 
from  Official  Documents.  New  York:  printed  and 
published  by  John  Low,  No.  62,  Vesey  Street,  18 17-' 

V 

■  I 

^  History  of  the  United  States,  from,  their  first ^Settle^ 
ment  as  English  Colonies,  in  1607|  to  the  Y^ar  I8O84 
pr  the  Twenty-Third  of  their  Sovereignty  and  Indepen^e 
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dence.  By  David  Ramsay^  M.D.  Contifiued  to  die 
Treaty  of  Ghent,  by  S.  S.  Smithy  D,D.  and  LL.D.  and 
other  Literary  Gentlemen;  in  Three  Volumes.  (8vo.) 
Philadelphia:  published  by  M,  Carey,  1817*' 

The  first  of  these  books  is  dedicated  ^  to  the 
Honorable  James  Munroe,  secretary  of  state 
of  the  United  States;'  and  the  third  edition 
was  published  a  very  short  time  before  the 
writer's  patron    attained    the  honors  of  the 

> 

president's  chair.  This  work,  therefore,  may 
be  regarded  as  a  demi-official  performance; 
and,  in  some  cases,  especially  where  the 
American  official  letters  hare  not  been 
obtained,  or  prove  deficient  in  particulars, 
Mr.  Thomson's  very  minute  details  may  be 
profitably  employed. 

The  « History  of  the  War,'  till  the  third, 
if  not  the  fourth  edition,  was  an  anonymous 
work.  At  last,  the  people  of  .  the  United 
States  gave  so  loud  find  unequivocal  proofs  of 
the  value  of  the  writer's  zealous,  if  not 
^  impartial'  labors^  thait  Mr.  O'Connor  must 
have  possessed  a  very   blameable  degree  of 
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modestif,  indeed,  ndC  to  hare  avowed  hiraidf 
the  author,  tlow  far,  in  so  doing,  he  had 
consulted  his  reptitatioo,  will  appear  in  the 
sequel. 

The  ^  History  of  the  United  States'  bears^ 
upon  the  face  of  the  title-page,  the  stamp  of 
respectability.  An  ^  M.D.'  a  ^  D.D.  and 
LLD.'  ^  and  other'  literary  gentlemen'  as 
the  authors,  without  ^  James  Munroe,' 
and  ^  The  navy  department,'  among  a 
numerous  list  of  subscribers,  afford  reasonable 
grounds  for  hoping,  that,  at  last,  a  candid 
history  has  appeared  from  the  press  of  the 
United  States. 

That  the  author  may  not,  as  often  as  a  battle 
occurs,  have  to  repeat  remarks  upon,  what, 
without  reference  to  the  fair  promises  just 
noticed,  may  be  termed,  the  staple  commodity 
of  American  historians,  a  few  words  on  the 
sobjeet  wil][  not  be  out  of  place  here. 

Our  old  enesky  in  Europe  has  at  all  times 
been  ready  to  do  justice  to  the  valor  of  our 


troops*    A  Freachman  is  conteated  to  boast^ 

that  the  best  soldiers  of  his  ooiintry  hare  beaten 
an  equal  number  of  ours.  Bat  an  Amtirican 
historian  will  gravely  tell  you^  that  ^  aboat 
SOO  raw,  undisciplined,  American  ^ril3tii^ 
eotir^y  routed  600  reteran  British  regulars  ;^ 
aye,  and  that  ^  with  the  bayonet  Moo :  or, 
if  the  Americans  are  described  a3  the  rotttcid 
p^urty,  it  is, — ^  after  a  desperate  0tn^gle  with 

« 

fire  tines  their  number.'  None  of  these 
gentlemen  think  it  wor&  their  while  to  advance 
msj  authority  for  even  the  most  improbable 
&ct.  In  despite  of  our  reason  we  are  to  credit 
their  naked  assertions ;  and  tn  confess,  that 
the  heroes  of  the  n6w,  ar6  giants  in  piiowctt, 
compared  io  the  heroes  of  the  old  world* 
Scarodly  is  a  battle  recorded,  wherein  tiiNs 
superiority  of  numbers  was  not  on  the 
Brilsh  side ;  unless,  indeed,  an  opposite  state* 
ment  would  serve  to  heap  disgrace  upon  a 
certain  commander,  because  he  happens  to 
difier,  in  political  tenets,  from  that  party,  to 
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whose  sinigter  purposes  the  writer  has  devoted 
his  talents  and  his  conscience. 

When  a  national  officer  does,  as  he  always 
should,  explicitly  state  the  amount  and  quality 
of  his  own  force,  no  one  has  a  right  io  dispute 
bis  word ;  but  his  assertions  respecting  the  force 
of  an  enemy,  unless  nearly  the  whole  number 
that  engaged  him  became  his  prisoners,  ought  to 
be  receired  with  caution.  A  general  may  find  it 
conrenient  to  show  an  extended  front,  of  only 
one  or  two  files  deep;  and  thus  deceive  his 
opponent.  A  few  stragglers  in  a  wood  may 
be  considered  as  part  of  a  larger  body;  or  a 
severe  unexpected  repulse  may  induce  the 
retreating  troops,  from  their  fears  alone,  to 
magnify  the  number  of  their  foes.  For  this 
reason  chiefly  it  is,  that  the  author  has  resolved 
to  take  each  party's  positive  enumeration  of 
his  own  force,  in  preference  to  the  loose  state- 
ments  and  vague  conjectures,  too  often  admitted 
into  the  opposite  official  accounts. 
-  -  In  a  work  of  details  like  the  present,  many 
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faqts.mu^t  be  admitted,  haying  no  official  fonn*? 
dation  on  either  side.  Here  the  reader, 
beyond  the  rule  of  probabflity,  has  only  the 
auljbor's  reraiuty  to  trust  to.  Upon  that  point, 
he  d$ein$  it  pXoper  ttf  state,  that,  in  his  military, 
as  in  bis  na^al  work,  his  unofficial  facts  are 
thf?  result  of  direct  applications  to  officers  of 
rank  and  respectability;  but  whose  namegj^ 
(as  must  be  obvious):  he. is  not,  in  all  cases, 
at  liberty  to  disclose.  Should,  bcrweFCr,  any 
mistatement  hare  incautiously  crept  into  his 
narratiye,  military  or  naval,  the  author  would 
be  happy  to  receiye,  and,  when  an  opportu- 
nity  offers,  to  make  public,  an  authenticated 
correction. 

A  woody  battleground  is  not  the  best  cal- 
culated for  a  display,  eren  on  paper,  of  military 
erolutions ;  the  autlM>r,  therefore,  in  selecting 
his  plates,  has,  in  most,  cases,  preferred  a 
sketch  of  t^  country  traversed  by  the  con^ 
tending  armies,  to  a  plan  of  their  fluctuating 
positions  during  an  engagement.     One  impor« 
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tsnt  exception  is  the  battle  near  N^vt  Ovleam. 
Here,  witbout  a  plan  of  the  natural^  at  well 
m  artificial,  milhary  obstacles,  the  most  miniit^ 
verbal  description  would  fell  short*  Fortn^ 
nately,  he  can  present  Plate  VII,  with  eori^ 
d«ice  in  its  general  correctaeis$  notweaktoed^ 
lie  frosts,  by  his  having  wholly  framed^it  ^ont 
of  the  engravings  in  two  Aneriean  puMicalkms 
on  the  sHbject*.  For  Plates  I,  III,  V,  an*  VI, 
he  is  indebted,  abo^  (some  slight  alterations 

0 

excepted,)  to  an  American  work,  major<- 
general  James  Wilkinson's  ^  Memoirs  of  my 
owii^  Time/  pnbUshed  in  181d;  a  work  that 
will  be  frequently  consulted  in  the  course  of 
the  investigation. 

As  Great  ^rifoin  and  the  United  States  of 
Ajneriea  are  now,  happily,  at  peace,  a  strong 
motife.  exists  for  describing  Mie  events  of  the 
kite  war  between  them,  in  language,  if  not 
courteous,  temperate  at  least;  and  this,  with«*> 
out    any    reference   to    the  notorious    foct^ 

*  lAtour's  War  in  Louisiana>  and  Eaton's  Life  of  JaoKson. 


that  all  American  histories,  from  geaeml 
Witkiosoa  s  huge  ^  Memoirs  -  dowa  tor  tihe 
^  jGruhystreet'^  ^  Aiiakctk,'  pursue  quite  aa 
oqpposiie  coutse.  The  author,  muoib  as  he  has, 
while  sorutinijBiug  the  American  accounts, 
endeavoured  tqi  eommiaid  his  feelingSi,  may^ 
upon  unrarelling  any  design  of  marked 
atrocity,  have  been  betrayed  into  a  warmth  of 
expression  below  the  dignity  of  an  historical 
subject.  To  the  general  reader,  in  that  case, 
some  apology  is  due:  as  to  the  American,  let 
him  vent  his  rage  upon  those  of  his  country- 
men, who,  disgracing  the  name  of  ^  historians,' 
are  the  authors  or  abettors  of  all  the  calunw 
nies  which  gave  the  provocation. 

He  who  shall  succeed  in  teaching  American 
writers  to  venerate  truth,  as  much  as  their 
readers  idolize  vain«glory,  will  have  achieved, 
for  the  republic  of  America,  a  ten-fold  greater 
service,  than  the  whole  pantheon  of  demi-gods, 

*  AnaV^ctic  Magazine  and  Naval  Chronicle^  Vol,  VII. 
p«  246^ 
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whose  ^  romantic' ^  feats,  instead  of  bciing 
allowed  to  shine  forth,  bedizened  ont  as~-<  Sir 
Tristian,'  ^  Don  BeUanis,^  ^  the  Peers  of 
Charlemagne, '  *  or  any  other  tale  of 
f  fiction'  or  mock-heroic,  are  presented  to 
the  world  under  the  speoious  garb  of  ^  faixh* 

FUX.    AlSTORYt' 


*  Analectic  Magazine  and  Nav.  Cbron.  Vol,  VII.  p.  296. 


London,  May  \6fh,  1818. 
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CHAPTER  h 

Origin  of  the  late  war  with  the  United  StateJ^-^Pre* 
sidenfs  message^^American  declaration  of  war — 
Pacific  views  of  the  British — Determined  hosii^ 
'*fy  ^f  ^^^  Americansh^Prince  regent^s  manim 
festo  in  answer  to  the  president'^  message'-^ 
Impressed  Americans^-^Native  and  naturalized 
citizens^^Case  of  Elijah  Glarke-^A  resident  m 
ike  Panadas  shot  as  a  deserter  by  an  American 
officer — Acquittal  if -the  officer-^^An    opposite 

^  principle  afterwards  broached  by  the  American 
govemment'-^Canse  of  Indian  hatred  to  the 
Americans. 

X  HE  defensive  measures  adopted  by  the  British 
government,  in  contravention  of  the  Berlin  and 
Milan  decrees,  no  longeii  permitting  the  subjects 
of  the  United  States,  under  the  disguise  of  neu- 
tvals,  to  be  the  carriers  of  France^  the  ablest  poll* 
ticians  in  the  republic  were  engaged  to  prepare  a 

VOL»  I.  B 
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specious  manifesto,  representing  the  United 
States  as  the  aggrieved,  and  Great  Britaia  ^^ 
the  aggressing  party.  A  moment  of  continental 
pressure  upon  the  latter  was  deemed  the  fittest  for 
promulgating  this  angry  state-paper.  Accord** 
ingiy,  on  the  1st  of  June,  1812,  Mn  Madison^ 
the  American  presideBt,«6ent  the  following  mes- 
sage to  the  two  houses  of  congress : 

•'  Without  going  back  beyond  the  renewal,  in 
1803,  of  the  war  in  which  Great  Britain  is  engaged, 
and  omitting  unrepaired  wrongs  of  inferior  mag** 
nitude,  the  conduct  of  her  go^vernment  presents 
a  series  of  acts  hostile  to  the  United  States,  as 
an  independent  and  neutral  nation. 

^^  British  cruisers  have  been  in  the  continaed 
practice  of  violating  the  A/nerican  flag  on  the 
great  bighws^y  of  nations,  and  of  seizing  and  ear^ 
vying  off  persoi;is  saiUt^  under  it ;  not  in  the 
exercise  of  a  belligeireBt  rights  founded  on  the 
law  o£  natioos,  agaiast  eaa  eofemy^  but  of  a  mu- 
nicipal prerogative  over  British  subjects*  Bri- 
tish jurisdiction  is  thus  extended  to  neutral  ves- 
sels^ iu  a  situation  where  no  laws  can  operate 
but  the  law  of  nations,  and  the.  laws  of  the 
country  to  which  the  vessels  belong ;  and  a  self- 
redress  is  assumed^  which,  if  British  suhjjects 
were  wrongfully  detained  and  alone  concerned,^ 
is  that  substitution  of  force  ifor  a  resort  to  the 
responsible  sovereign,  which  falls  within  the  de- 
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finition  of  war.  Could  the>  seizure  of  British 
sufagects,  in  such  cases,  be  regarded  asmthin  the 
ex^irise  of  a  belligerent  right,  the  acknowledged 
laws  of  wars,  which  forbid  mi  article  of'  cap- 
tured property  to  be  adjudged,  without  a  regu- 
lar investigation  before  a  competent  tribunal, 
would  imperiously  demand  thQ.  fairest*  tria), 
where  the  sacred  rights  of  persons  were  at  issue. 
in  place  of  sucb  trial,  th^se  rights  are  sali^ected 
to  the  w^ill  of  every  petty  commander. 

^^  The  practice,  henee^  is  so  far  from  a£Secting 
British  subjects  alone,  that  ui^der  the  pretext  of 
searching  for  these,  thousands  of  American;  eitii- 
zens,  under  the  saiegoard  of  public  laws,  and  of 
Iheir  national  flag,  have  been  torn  from  their 
country,  and  from  every  /thing  dear  to  them ; 
have  been  dragged  on  board  ships  of  war  6f  a 
fote%n  natioi^,  and  exposed  under  the  severities 
of  their  discipline^  to  be  exiled  to  the  most: dis- 
tant and  deadly  climes,  to  risk  their  lives  ia  the 
battles  of  their.oppressors^  and  to-be  the  im^an- 
cboly  ifistraments  of  taking  away  those  of;  their 
own  brethren^  •    !   -.      . 

"  Against  this  crying  enormity,  \vhick<Sr>eat 
Bi4tain  would  be  so  protnpt  to  aveng^^  i€  com- 
mitted against  herself,  the  United  SteteshavieifL 
vainr  exhausted  vemonstraBces  and  rexpostiila/^ 
tiotoSv  And  that  ho  proof  might  be  I  wanting  of 
their  concilialcMry  disposition^  imdi)^  pcetext 
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leftforacontinnaQce  of  the  practiGe, 
government  was  formally  assored  of  the  readi-* 
ness  of  the  United  States  to  enter  into  arrange* 
-ments,  such  as  could  not  he  rejected,  if  the  re-* 
coverj  of  British  subjects  were  the  real  and 
the  sole  object.  The  communication  passed 
without  effect* 

^^  British  cruisars  have  also  been  in  the  prac« 
ttce  of  violating  the  rights  and  the  peace  of  our 
coasts.  They  hover  over  and  harass  our  enter* 
ing  and  departing  commerce.  To  the  most  in- 
sulting pretensions  they  have  added  the  most  law- 
less proceedings  in  our  very  harbours,  and  have 
wantonly  spilt  American  blood  within  the  sanctu- 
ary of  our  territorial  j  urisdiction.  The  principles 
and  rules  enforced  by  that  nation,  when  a  neu- 
tral nation,  against  armed  vessels  of  helligefents 
hovering  near  her  coasts,  and  disturbing  her 
commerce^  are  well  known.  When  called  on^  ne- 
vertheless, by  the  United  States,  to  punish  the 
greater  offences  committed  by  her  own  vessels, 
her  government  has  bestowed  on  their  comman- 
ders additional  marks  of  honour  and  confix 
dence. 

^^  Under  pretended  blockades,  without  th^ 
presence  of  an  adequate  force,  and  seaie times 
without  the  practicability  of  applying  one,  our 
commerce  has  been  plundered  in  every  <sea;  the 
^eat  staples  of  our.  coioftry  have  J^n  cut  off 
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from  their  legitimate  markets ;  and  a  de^nie- 
tive  blow  aimed  at  our  agricultural  and  mari-* 
time  interests.  In  aggravation  of  these  preda^ 
lor  J  measures,  they  have  been  considered  as  in 
force  from  the  dates  of  their  notificatimi ;  a  re* 
trospective  effect  being  thus  added,  as  has  been 
done  in  other  important  cases,  to  the  unlawful* 
nei»  of  the  course  pursued.  And  to  render  the 
outrage  the  more  signal,  these  mock  blockades 
have  been  reiterated  and  enforced  in  the  face  of 
oflBciat  communications  from  the  British  goverur 
ment,  declaring,  as  the  true  definition  of  a  legal 
blockade, '  that  particular  ports  must  be  actu-» 
ally  invested,  and  previous  warning  g^ven  to  ves- 
sels bound  to  them,  not  to  enter.' 

'*  Not  content  with  these  occasional  expe- 
dients  lor  laying  waste  our  neutral  trade,  the 
cabinet  of  Great  Britain  resorted,  at  length,  to 
the  sweeping  system  of  blockades,  under  the 
name  of  orders  in  council,  which  has  bee<i 
moulded  and  managed  as  might  best  suit  its  po* 
litical  views,  its  commercial  jealousies,  or  the 
avidity  of  British  cruisers. 

'^  To  our  remonstrances  against  the  compIi« 
cated  and  transcendent  injustice  of  this  innova* 
tioD,  the  first  reply  was,  that  the  orders  were 
relnctantly  adopted  by  Great  Britain,  as  a  ne- 
cessary retaliation  on  the  decrees  of  her  enemy, 
proclaiming  a  general  blockade  of  the  British 
isles,,  at  a  time  when  the  naval  force  of  tfaiat  ene* 
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tay  dared  not  to  issue  from  his  own  ports.  Sfa^ 
WM  remiaded,  without  efTeet,  that  her  own  prior 
blocluMles,  unsupported  by  an  adequate  naval 
force,  actually  applied  and  conttoued,  were  a 
bat  to  this  plea;  that  executed  edicts  against 
millions^  of  our  property  could  not  be  retaliation 
on  edicts' confessedly  impossible  to>be  executed; 
and  tbat  retaliation,  to  be  jost,  should  fall  on  the 
party  setting  the  guilty  'example,  not  on  an  tn*» 
nocent  pctt'ty,  which  was  not  even  chargeable 
with  an  acquiescence  in  it. 
■•  "When  deprived  of  this  flimsy  veil  for  a  pro* 
bibition  of  our  trade  with  her  enemy,  by  the 
repeal  of  his  prohibition  of  our  trade  with  Great 
Britain,  her  cabinet,  instead  of  a  corresponding 
repeal,  6r  a  practical  discontinuance  of  its  orders, 
formally  avowed  a  determination  to  persist  in 
them  against  the  United  States,  until  the  markets 
of  her  enemy  should  be  laid  open  to  British  pro* 
ducts;  thus  asserting  an  obligation  on  a  neutral 
power,  to  require  one  belligerent  to  encourage^ 
by  its 'internal  regulations,  the  trade  of  another 
belligerent,  contradicting  her  own  practice  to-* 
wards  all  nations,  in  peace  as  well  as*  ini  wdr; 
and  betraying  the  insincerity  of  tbote  profess 
sions  which  inculcated  a  belief,  tlmt^' hating 
resorted  to  her  orders  with  regret,  she  *  was 
anxious  to  find  an  occasion  for  putting  an;  end 
to  them. 
'    ^*  Abandoning  still  more  ^11  respect  for  the 
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neutr^d  rights  of  the  United  States^  ^nd  for  its 
owa  consisteiifcy,  tbe  Brititrh  gov^rmneDt.  now 
deoian^^  a^  pre-reqiii8Jte6  to  a  repeal  of  its 
orders,  as  they  relate  to  tb0  United  States,  that 
a  formalitj  should  he  observed  in  the  repeal  of 
the  French  decrees,  nowise  necessary  to  their  ter* 
mination,  nor  exemplified  by  British  usage; 
and  that  the  French  repeal,  besides  inclildifig 
that  portion  of  the  decrees  which  operates  iirlthiii 
a  territorial  j  urisdiction,  as  well  as  that  which 
operates  09  the  higb  seas,  against  the  comnterce 
of  the  United  Stateji,  should  not  be  a  single  spe« 
cial  repeal,  in  relation  to  the  United .  States,  but 
should  be  extended  to  whatefer.  other  neutral 
nations,  unconnected  with  them,  may  be  affbcted 
by  those  decrees. 

^'  And)  as  an. additional  insult,  tliey  are  called 
on  for  a  formal  disavowal  of  conditions  and  pre* 
tensions  advanced  by  ^the  French  government, 
for  which  the  United  States  are  so  far*  from 
having  made  themselves  responsible,  that,  in  offi- 
laal  explanations,  which  h^ave  been  published  tqi 
the  worldv,  and  in  a  cprrefipdndence  lof  the  Ame^ 
rican  minister  at  London  with  the  British  minis- 
ter for  forbign  afiairs,  sach  a'  respcmsibality  wai$ 
explicitly  andemphatftOaUy  disclaimed. 

'^  It  hasbecomfe,  indeed,,  sufficiently  certain, 
that  the  commerce  of  the  United  States  is  to  be^ 
sacnficedy  not  asanterfering  with  the  belligerent 
rights  of  Great  Blritain^  not  as  supplying  th«. 
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waats  of  their  enemies,  which  she  herself  sap-* 
pliM,  but  as  interfering  with  the  monopoly 
whieh  she  covets  for  her  own  commerce  and 
navigation.  She  carri^  on  a  war  against  the  law-' 
ful  commerce  of  a  friend,  that  she  may  thebet- 
ter  carry  on  a  .commerce  with  an  enemy ;  a  com«* 
merce  polluted  by  the  forgeries  and  perjuries 
which  are,  for  the  most  part,  the  only  passports 
by  which  it  can  succeed. 

*^  Anxious  to  make  every  experiment,  short  of 
the  last  resort  of  injured  nations^  the  United 
States  have  withheld  from  Great  Britain,  under 
successive  modifications,  the  benefits  ^f  a  free 
intercourse  vrith  their  market,  the  Idss  of  which 
could  not  but  outweigh  the  profits  accruing 
from  her  restrictions  of  our  commerce  with  other 
nations.  And  to  entitle  these  experiments  to 
the  more  favourable  consideration,  they  were  so 
framed  as  to  enable  her  to  place  her  adversary 
under  the  exclusive  operation  of  them.  To 
these  appeals  her  government  has  been  equally 
inflexible,  as  if  willing  to  make  sacrifices  of 
every  sort,  rather  than  yield  to  the  claims  of 
justice,  or  renounce  the  errors  of  a  false  pride. 
Nay,  so  far  were  the  attempts  carried  to  ovdr- 
come  the  attachment  of  the  British  cabinet  to  its 
unjust  edicts,  that  it  received  every  encourage- 
ment within  the  competency  of  the  executive 
branch  of  our  government,  to  expect  that  a 
repeal  of  them  would  be  followed  by   a  war 
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between  the  United  States  and  France,  unless 
the  French  edicts  should  also  be  repealed.  Even 
this  communication,  although  silencing  for  ever 
the  plea  of  a  disposition  in  the  United  States  to 
acquiesce  in  those  edicts,  originally  the  sole  plea 
for  them,  received  no  attention. 

<'  If  no  other  pn>of  existed  of  a  predetermina- 
tion  of  the  British  gOTernment  against  a  repeal 
of  its  orders,  it  might  be  found  in  the  correspon- 
dence of  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the 
United  States  at  London,  and  the  British  secre- 
tary for  foreign  affairs,  in  1810,  on  the  question, 
whether  the  blockade  of  May  1806  was  consi- 
•dered  as  in  force  or  as  not  in  force.  It  had  been 
ascertained  that  the  French  government,  which 
urged  this  blockade  as  the  ground  of  its  Berlin 
decree,  was  willing,  in  the  event  of  its  removal,  to 
repeal  that  decree ;  which,  being  followed  by  al- 
ternate repeals  of  the  other  offensive  edicts,  might 
abolish  "the  whole  system  on  both  sides.  This 
inviting  opportunity  for  accomplishing  an  object 
so  important  to  the  United  States^  and  professied 
so  often  to  be  the  desire  of  both  the  belligerents, 
wai$  made  known  to  the  British  government. 
As  that  government  admits  that  an  actual  ap|>li- 
cation  of  An  adequate  force  is  necessary  to  the 
existence  of  a  legal  blockade ;  and  it  was  noto- 
rtotts,  that  if  such  a  force  had  ever  been  applied, 
its  long  discontinuance  had  annulled  the  block- 
ade in  question,  there  could  be  no  sufficient 
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objection  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  to  a  formal 
revocatioh  of  it ;  and  no  imaginable  pbjection  to 
a  declaration  of  the  fact  that  the  blockade  did 
not  exist.  The  declaration  would  have  been 
consistent  with  her  avowed  principles  of  bloek-^ 
ade,  and  .would  have  enabled  the  United  States 
to  demand  from  France  the  pledged  repeal  of 
her  decrees  ;  either  with  success,  in  which  case 
the  way  would  have  been. opened  for  a. general 
repeal  of  the  belligerent  edicts ;  .or  without  sue- 
cess^  in  which  case  the  United  States  would  have 
been  justified  in  turning  their  measures  e;xclu« 
sively  against  France.  I'he  British  government 
would,  however,  neither  rescind  the  blockade,, 
nor  declare  its  non-eyistenoei  nor  permit  its  non* 
existence  to  be  inferred  and  affirmed  by  the 
American  plenipotentiary.  On  the  contrary,; 
byr  representing  the  blockade  to  be  compre-* 
hended  in  th^  orders  in  council,  the  United 
States  were  compelled  so  to  regard  it  in  their 
subsequent  prooeediiigs. 

^'  There  was  a  period  when  a  favourable 
change  in  the  policy  of  the  British  cabinet  Was 
justly  copsidered  as  established*  The  minister 
plenipotentiary .  of  his  Britannic  ipu^esty  here 
proppi^ed  an  adjus^tment  of  the  diiferen^es.  mpre 
immediately  endangering  the  luiripXHiy  of  the« 
two  countries.  .  The  propoi^iitioa  $^4s  afijcejited 
with  a  prn^^ptji.t^de  imd  cordiality  eo)*Eespondr 
ing  with  the i  invariable  profe$$sions  of  this  gO- 
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vernmeiit,  A  foandation  mppeavd  to  be  laid  for 
a  sincere  and  lasting  reconciliation.  The  pros- 
pect, however,  quick! j  vanished*  The  whole 
proceeding  was  disavowed  by  the  British  govern*- 
ment)  without  any  explanation  which  could  at 
that  time  repress  the  belief  that  the  disavowal 
proceeded  from  a  spirit  of  hostility  to  the  com- 
mercial rights  and  prosperity  of  the  United 
States.  And  it  has  since  come  into  proof  that^ 
at  the  very  moment  when  the  public  minister 
was  holding  the  language  of  friendship,  and 
inspired  confidence  in  the  sincerity  of  the  nego» 
ciation  with  which  he  was  charged,  a  secret 
agent  of  his  government  was  employed  in  in* 
trigues,  having  for  their  object  a  subversion  of 
our  government,  and  a  dismemberment  of  oar 
ha)>py  union. 

'^  In  reviewing  the  conduct  of  Great  Britain 
towards  the  United  States,  our  attention  is  ne-* 
cessarily  drawn  tatbe  warfare  just  renewed  by 
the  savages  on  one  of  our  extensive  frontiers ;  ii 
warfare  which  is  known  to  spare  neither  age  nor 
9ex>^  and  to  be  distinguished  by  features  pe^juli'* 
arly .  shocking  to  humatrity.  It  is  difficult  to 
account  for  the  activity  and  combinations  which 
have  for  some  time  been  developing  themselves 
among"  the  tribes  in  'Constant  intercourse  witb 
the  Biritish  traders  and  garrisons,  without  con^- 
nectidg  tlietr  hostility  with  that  influence,  and 
without  recollecting  the  authenticated. examples 
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of  such  interpositions  heretofore  furnished  by 
the  officers  and  agents  of  that  government. 

^^  Such  is  the  spectacle  of  ii\|uries  and  indi^* 
nities  which  have  been  heaped  on  our  country  ; 
and  such  the  crisis  which  its  unexampled  for- 
bearance and  conciliatory  efforts  have  not  been 
able  to  avert.     It  might,  at  least,  have  been  ex* 
pected,  that  an  enlightened  nation,  if  less  urged 
hy  moral  obligations,  or  invited  by  friendly  dis- 
positions on  the  part  of  the  United  Staites,  would 
have  found  in  its  true  interest  alone,  a  sufficient 
motive  to  respect  their  rights  and  their  tran- 
quillity on  the  high  seas ;  that  an  enlarged  policy 
would  have  favoured  that  free  and  general  cir- 
culation of  commerce,  in  which   the   British 
nation  is  at  all  times  interested;  and  which,  in 
times  of  war,  is  the  best  alleviation  of  its  cala- 
mities to  herself,  as  well  as  the  other  belligerents ; 
and  more  especially,  that  the  British  cabinet 
would  not,  for  the  sake  of  a  precsirious  and  sur- 
reptitious intercourse  with  hostile  markets,  have 
persevered  in  a  course  of  measures  which  neces- 
sarily put  at  hazard  the  invaluable  market  of  a 
great  and  growing  country,  disposed  to  cultivate 
the  mutual  advantages  of  an  active  commerce. 

^*  Other  councils  have  prevailed*  Our  mo- 
deration and  conciliation  have  had  no  other 
effect  than  to  encourage  perseverance,  and  to 
enlarge  pretensions.  We  behold  our  seafaring 
citizens  still  the  daily  victims  of  lawless  violence, 
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cdmmitted  on  the  great  and  common  highway 
of  nations,  even  within  sight  of  the  country 
which  owes  them  protection.  We  behold  our 
vessels  freighted  with  the  products  of  our  soil 
and  industry,  or  returning  with  the  honest  pro- 
ceeds of  them,  wrested  from  their  lawful  desti- 
nations, confiscated  by  prize-courts^  no  longer 
the  organs  of  public  law,  but  the  instruments 
of  arbitrary  edicts;  and  their  unfortunate  crews 
dispersed  and  lost,  or  forced,  or  inveigled,  in 
British  ports,  into  British  fleets;  whilst  argu- 
ments are  employed  in  support  of  these  aggres- 
sioQS,  which  have  no  foundation  but  in  a  princi- 
ple supporting  equally  a  claim  to  regulate  our 
external  commerce  in  all  cases  whatsoever. 

'*  We  bdiold,  in  fine,  on  the  side  of  Great 
Britain,  a  state  of  war  against  the  United  States ; 
and  on  the  side  of  the  United  States,  a  state 
of  peace  towards  Great  Britain. 

^'  Whether  the  United  States  shall  continue 
passive  under  these  progressive  usurpations,  and 
these  accumulating  wrongs ;  or,  opposing  force 
to  force,  in  defence  of  their  natural  rights,  shall 
commit  a  j  ust  cause  into  the  hands .  of  the 
Almighty  Disposer  of  events ;  avoiding  all  con- 
nections which  might  entangle  it  in. the  contests 
or  <views  of  othw  powers,  and  pr^erving  a  con- 
stant readiness  to  concur  in  an  honourable  re* 
establishment  of  peace  and  frimidship,  is  a 
solemn  question^  which  the  coi)sti|;ution  wisely 
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confides  to  the  legislative  department  of  the 
government.  In  recommending  it  to  their  early 
deliberations^  I  am  happy  in  the  assurance  that 
the  decision  will  be  worthy  the  enlightened  and 
patriotic  councils  of  a  virtuous^  a  free,  and  a 
powerful  nation. 

*  "  Having  presented  this  view  of  the  relations 
of  the  United  States  with  Great  Britain,  and  of 
the  solemn  alternative  growing  out  of  them,  [ 
proceed  to  remark,  that  the  cemmunitations  last 
made  to  congress,  on  the  subject  of  our  rela- 
tions with  France,  will  have  shown  that  since 
the  revocation  of  her  decrees  as  they  violated 
the  neutral  rights  of  the  United  Slates,  her 
government  has  authorised  illegal  captures  by 
its  privateers  and  public  ships,  and  that  other 
outrages  have  been  practised  on  oilr  veissels  and 
our  citizetis.  It  will  have  been  seen  aUo,  that 
no  indemnity  had  been  provided,  or  satis^s^t^to-^ 
rily*  pledged,  for  the  extensive  spoliations  com*- 
faiittedund^rthe  violent  and  retrospective  order 
of  l^he  French  government  against  the  propertt 
of  our  citizens  seized  within  the  juri^ictian  of 
France. 

•  ^^  I  abstain  at  this  time  from  recommending 
to  the  consideration  of  congress,  definitive 
measures  with  respect  to  that  nation,  in  *tfae 
expectation  that  the  result  of  unclosed  discus-* 
sions  between  our  minister  plenipotentiary  nt 
Paris  and  th^  French  government,  will  speedily 
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enable  congress  to  decide  with  greater  advMi- 
tage  on  the  course  dae  to  the  rights,  the  intercists, 
and  th^  honour  of  our  country /^ 

In  serent^en  days  after  the  dat6  of  this  de« 
clamatory  speecli,  the  two  houses  of  congre^A 
ibmially  declared  war  against  Great  Britain, 
and  empowered'  the  president  to  issue  letters  of 
marque  and  general  reprisal ;  and,  on  the  very 
day  on  which  this  declaration  arrived  at  New 
York,  appeared  in  the  London  Gazette  tlie 
prince  reg^nt^s  declaration*  absolutely  and  un^^ 
equivocally  revoking  the  orders  in  council,  so 
£ir  as  they  related  tQ  American  vessels.  Nothing 
could  better  deihonstrate  to  the  world  the  dif«- 
ferent  feelings  which  actuated  the  two  govern^ 
^ehts. 

The  American  declaration  of  war  reached 
the  British  government  on  the  30th  of  July; 
but,  in  the  firm  reliance  that  the  revocation  of 
the  ordei^  in  council  would  produce  a  pacifie 
effect,  no  further  steps  were  taken  by  the  latter^ 
than  to  direct  that  ?  American  ships  and  goods 
should  be  brought  in  and  detained.  It  was 
not  till. the  13th  of  October,  when  the  Ame^ 
rican  government  had  disregarded  the  notiiied 
repeal  of  the  orders  in  council^  and  refused  to 
ratify  the  armistice  agreed  upon  between  Sit 
George  Prevost  and  General  Dearborn  on  the 
Canadian  frontier,  that  the  British  government 
published  an  order  for  granting  general  repfbals 
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against  the  ships,  goods^  atid  citizens  of  the 
United  States;  and  even  this  order  concluded 
with  a  declaration,  that  nothing  therein  was  to 
annul  the  authority  which  had  been  given  to  his 
majesty'scommanders  upon  the  Ainerican  station^ 
to  sign  a  convention  for  recalling  all  hostile  orders 
issoed  by  the  respective  governments^  with  a  view 
of  restoring  the  accustomed  relations  of  amitj 
and  commerce  between  the  two  countries.  That 
pacific  attempt  failing,  also,  the  prince  regent, 
on  the  9th  of  January,  1813,  issued  the  follow- 
ing manifesto  in  reply  to  Mr.  Madison^s : 

*'  The  earnest  endeavours  of  the  prince 
regent  to  preserve  the  relations  of  peace  and 
amity  with  the;  .United  States  of  America  having 
nnfbrtunately  failed,  hii  royal  highness,  .acting 
in  the  name  and  on  the  behalf  of  his  majesty, 
deems  it  proper  publicly  to  declare  the  causes 
and  origin -of  the  war,  in  which  the  government 
of  the  United  States  has  compelled  him  to 
engage. 

^'  No  desire  of  conquest,  or.  other  ordinary 
motive  of  aggression,  has  beefi^  or  can  be  with 
any  colour  of  reason,  in  this  case,  impute^  to 
Qreat  Britain.  That  her  comn^fyrci^al  jnter^ts 
were  on  the  side  of  peace,  if  war  <could  have 
been  avoided  without  the  saj^rifice  of  her  marir 
time  rights,  or  without  an  injurious  submission 
to  France,  is  a  truth  which  the  American  govern- 
ment will  not  deny. 
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*Miis  rojal  highnesi)  does  not,  however,  mean 
to  rest  on  the  favorable  prteumption  to  which 
he  is  entitled.  He' is  prepared,  bj  an  exporition 
of  the  circumstances  which  have  Idd  to  the 
present  war,  to  show  that  Great  Britsiiti  has 
throughout  acted  towards  the  United  States  of 
America  with  a  spirit  of  ainity,  forbearance,  JEUid 
coneiliatibn ;  and  td  demonstrate  the  inadmissi- 
UR  na^ture  of  thoile  pretensions  which  have  at 
length  unhappily  involved  the  two  countries 
in  war,       ' 

^^It  IS  well  known  to  the  worldl,  that  it  has 
been  the  invariable  dAiject  of  the  rbl^r  of  France 
to  destroy  the  power  and  indepehdiehce  of  ihe 
firitisb  empire,  as  the  chief  obstacle  to  the  dc- 
compltshment  of  his  ambitious  designs. 

^^  He:  first  contemplated  the  possibility  of 
assembling  such  a  naval  force  in  the  channel 
an,  combined  with  a  numerous  flbtilla/ should 
eniible  him  to  disembark  in  England  an  army 
sufficient,  in  his  conc^tibn,  to  subjugate  this 
country;  and  through  the  conquest  of  Great 
Britain  he  hoped  to  realize  his  project  of  uni«' 
versal  empire.         ' 

^^  By  th^  adoption  of  an  enlarged  and  provi* 
dent  system  of  internal  defence,  and  by  the 
valour  of  his  mayesty^s  fleets  and  armies,  this 
design  was  entirely  frustrated;  and  the  naval 
fofee  of  France,  after  the  most  signal  defeats^ 
eompelted  ta  i^re  from  the  o<^an, 
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.   *'^n,  9f^9mift  iwas  .tjt^fn  made  tp  pfife^^mf^'the 

"With  this  view,  bj  the  decree  of  .^Bflist 

M*»JT«4jfr7J .*'«»*.  of  r  J>^U«WofrS  ;4wJ!«e*  'the 
iSsi^Js'l  1Wi|^Wifo»J!?f  M.?»»  %!?(<;«•:«?  :Wwltftdf(l 
?R^ #4. »tt)i?WWfr<^  <^r.,^*«Ht C(9?fe§po«4f!PW 
wUh,ii^rp^t^i,taiiv,tfjp^{>^ibit?d^,i  |giB,d<$<^i:f<d 
that  everji-T^sseJ  ap4; qf rgp,  i^liffihi J^  :^t«8 wd> 
^^  i^^s  ;fqund  prpjcepd^sg  lo*  ft  ^ri^j^h  P«w*,  'or 
^J)b^\9]hJi  ynder  ^i^y  ,cir<!«nas^.apces,;ha<|  be€.ii;TM^^ 
Igr  ,aBritirf!^flj  of  war,shoi|Jdbfl^aj!tfttl  prm  :Jbfi 
4^la>'^*ll. %!*»*'»  9»o^?^ft^«r94«cfe  VhJttfWW 

^oai  ^V,  n»otl?prr;99HP*«' j; ;  or  ,f i:qra  ,l|ffr  C9^9fmh 

^.p^^h  tprCpu^^atio^E  J  .i?e,fifliihex.d«*is»r5id;-<a 

be  denationalized,  the  flag  of  all  n^^tl:^  ^m^^ 

Gr^at  j^rijiau^i  by,flapaj:u|  sijbiv  ^f  ^i^cy^ifyt 

est'  rights  Qif.  iie«}t^^7%t^x^«9}p^j«fl44ll9,r 

}  •  I     •  > » ''I '  < 
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•rimatiaai  his  ta^kn^yiitaii  ialMtaiii«d>ft«it  ttfi^ 
iMMifcif>»vfcH)li  the  cwdifaivyl  r))id»  of  ^^e  |i^<«r<o( 
adlft>iwidid'>not-ift41jr  warraiiti  ■'  ilivmf  m^  tfc» 
awntifne  «dpel(iol«^ 'olf-a  l«Mg«p(^t  dT*A^'lMft 

|lie<4ipp«Hl)i  teiiligt»4it>io  ^^tftidkibly  daiigi^ 
oas  in  his  >pth^y  attdiitt<'lri»'p«l!fi^»^t0.ltfael$lA^ 
li»te  ilf>'ttil/.Mituti<<  itA<iie«».  -  'thence"  iMfi^al^ady 
tviM^kii'tt))  ofMril^r  :and>i8if$t«ttstioall)f  IqA  kkii 
iM>4t  «ii«««d<¥<gl]ft^of  ja€»Qti%t:|id#«rs/  Jar'nlfgftik 
%wil  knrb  ;$i^ite«a-'«lM  plitkiii^' hU'^&ktf'oikU 
fikt  »f> 4i)villz^'  Hilfiibnk^  ^et ^ii  iiir^H^m 

lif'0«>«i]^a6ntr'ial|ft,-  iti  Mfdl|y:t#Mgi¥je  tt»"Hie^ 

Xb*  rtderpfiFmiifa^Hwiui  dbligM-  to  MvAtei 
^obifAttf  Oi^-WkHtkiM  la^  tifidahctioWed  Wf  knf 
i^&m  iMtlMfrif)*  tlMli'lfiij  oMi^^Hbi^ftii^Vrill?^:  ? 

tfckfOMat  B|pitl«ib>'iiidl(^e«di^«iMaitk^'rlg'!its>$r 

|;b4d»{><iMf  lritlN!i'<oM;^  <(fbj««t:df>a«gidtliWte  Ko^ 
tOib^'OttlM  a<N!aihl»^(l^eri)'-^e  pUblie>pMj)tt>Hy  of 
aiMiate,  oin>«sii|Qtke!'««^tB-  aifd  A0'*i:«tfk^  'ji^ 

c  2 
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British  orden of  blockade, iosteiul  of.beingcon- 
fined  to  fortified  towns,  had,  as  Fraaee  asserted^ 
been  unlawfully  extended  to  conimercial  towns 
and  ports,  and  to  the  mouths  of  rivers;  and^ 
thirdly,  that  they  had  been  applied  to  pfaieea, 
and  to  OQiasts  whieh  nekher  were,  nor  oould  be, 
actually  blockaded.  The  last  of  these  chargw 
is  not  founded  on  fact;  whibt  the  others,' eren 
by  the  admi^Esion  of  the  American  go vemment^ 
are  utterly  grottudlessjn.  point  of  law. 

''  Against  these  decrees,  his. majesty  protested 
and  appealed«-^h€^  icalled  upon  the  United  States 
to  assert  their  own  rights,  and  to  vindicate  their 
independence,  thus  menaced  and  attacked;  :imd 
as  Fratace  bad  declared,  that  she  would  jsoujSs* 
c^te  e?fl|ry  yeseel  which  •hould  touch  in  Gwat 
Britain,  jor  be  visited  by  British  shipS:  qf  im^, 
his  miy^ty,  having  previously  issued  the  order 
p{  January  1807,  as  an  act  of  mitigatod  retiUa* 
tion,  was  at  length  compelled  by  the  persjsy^nuaig 
violence  of  the  enemy,  and  the  continued ,  ac^ 
quiescence  qf  neutral  powers^  to  rerisit  iip^n 
Trance  in  a  more  effectmil  manner,  the  inekisore 
of  her  own ,  iiyustice,  by  i^iH^ring,  in  ao.onier 
in  council,  betripg  date  tbe.lltd  of  Novembei^ 
X8Q7,  thfit  no  neptral  yes^l  should;  proce^.t9 
jPran^  or  to;  any  of  the  countries/  it^m.  which, 
in  obedience  to  the  dictatetijof « Franre,,  Bfitish 
commerce  %iwi  excluded,  wijdioiit  first  touohtog 
AsA  a  port  jn  Gseat  Biitain,  or  her  ^efwcewtM^ 
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At  the '  Mine  time,  his  maj^ty  intimated 
readiness  to  repeal  the  orders  in  council,  when* 
ever  France  should  rescind  her  decrees,  and 
return  to  the  accustomed  principles  of  maritime 
warfere;  and  at  a  sulMequent  period/ as  a  proof 
of  his  nu^tj^s  sincere  desire  to  acfA>mmodate^ 
a»  far  as  pciissible,  his  defensive  measures  to  the 
convenience  <^  nenlnil  powers^  the  operation 

of  the  orders  in  council  was,  by  an  order  issued 
in  April,  1800,  limited  to  a  blockade  of  France, 
and 'of  the  countries  subjected  to  her  immediate 
dominion. 

^*  Systems  of  violence,  oppression,  and  tyran- 
ny, can  never  be  suppressed,  or  even  checked, 
if  the  power  against  which  such  injustice  is 
exercised  be  debarred  from  the  right  of  full  and. 
adequate  retaliation:  or,  if  the  measures  of  the 
retaliating  power  are  to  be  considered  as  matters 
of  just  offence  to  neutral  nations,  whilst  the 
measure  of  original  aggression  and  violence  are 
t6  be  tolerated  with  indifference,  subini«rion,  or 
coiupkicency. 

.  '^  The  government  of  the  United  States  did 
not  fail  to  remonstrate  against  the  orders  in 
council  of  Great  Britain.  -  Although  they  knew 
that  these  orders  would  be  revoked,  if  the 
decrees  of  France,  which  had  occasioned  them, 
were  repealed ;  they  resolved  at  the  same  moment 
to  resist  the  conduct  of  both  belligerents,  instead 
of>  requiring  France,  in  the  first  instance,  to 
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Great.-.'Britain, .:  ,';;;,■  h-::  ;rii ,( •-..••r  .il-...  ♦.  i:. 
. J*. The  j^n^  partiality;  towards;  ]^rapce  tWi^. 
observable  in  their  negociations  as  in  tfateir  nicsBf* » 
sores  qf'aUe^  r^su^^nq^.    ..; ,  .,. ,,:,  r  .,/  ^ 

• "  A^l^ifa:^n  .was  mad»  to  bqtb)b«Vi8«<^itV»i 
fo|r  a,rjei.TO<^tipa:Of:tl|eir;r«spf)Citi^e;  edicts 4  :1^ut, 
**^e  tanppp  ffl  whi^U  they , were  .njafUA^iBra  widely., 

,  /'-Of  f  raaca  was  reauired  a  -reyiocation  onlyi 
of /the  Iferitinand  AJ^lfj^jdfXJre^  alt;IiongbaiaDy« 
otbec  jedict9>  grossly  -viq^atipg  the  ^it^jTa).  <)onr 

gated  bj  that  power.  No  securj4](n^M  d<i^-» 
inanded,.  thaft  thfi]^^^^,aJ^,^i}if9^^^ 
evfn  if  r^vokfd^  shfi>ii|d  .no^,  ui94^iS99>4i^h?i? 
form  bere-«rtabUsli#  -  .w<]  ^  direct; .epigsg^niBifit , 
wafs^  offered,  tl^t  upon .  such,  revoc^tieii  tkfi\ 
Amenf^fk^  goveravieal  imf^^A^P^*  i«  *he^ 
war,  against  Gr^fit  ^rHajn,  if  Qfeat;  JBiri'M^n  ^^^ 
not  immediately  rescjtnd .  kf^r*  i^rdf^x^  .  Whereasi 
no  correspoifding  eifgagement  was  offeredi  tft; 
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Great  Britafii,  oiT  wfco'ii  Yt  wW  t^u(^|'  im'' 
only  that  the  orders  ifr' 'c6uttaf*'ifli6ttia<  life  W 
pealedi'fontthiit  nit  ^thWs'  of-4b]ynai<  Atittti^'' 
dioald  be  i^ued,  tmd  '  tbdf;  tUfe '  bl^ckaldk  of 
Maj,  1806,  siioiild' be  aW'^a^kdoi^. '' Thi^ 
blockaide,  established  tmd  eiiforeed  acictfrdiili|f¥6' 
acciisiomed  pfaoiicb,-  htid  not  b^eti  ■  xihgeiilii&  # 
br  t^e'  United  Stiii^  alb  the  i^me'lt  Hhi^  idlA^i 
Its  pfovisroiis' ^ere' ott  ihe  c6iiftrtffj-  reptf<iBeiified' 
by  the  Atnerii^ah  Mnrster,  r^ifllwlf  (n  li^ddh'ii^ 
t)ie  i^e,  to  have  Keen  so  frdnvsd'-lutoWflroMi'ii^ 
bis  jnflgfment;  ^  pK>of  of  tire  frieti^fy  di/poi»itiKHV 
9f'  the  BrUMi  cabinfet  ioWttteH'  ilj«  Vnlfed<. 
States?.'  -    ■   "'*   •  '    ■'     i       •'  '■  ■'    ■''••■■  '-■' 

"^  Great  Britiitn  Wki  thus  called  teubB^tdttbttni- 
dotoboie  of  her'moiA  inporiafat  mai'HiiteiS'^ilRts  f 
by  a^^tiowl^dgiti|r  'ihe  ordei*  of  MbdltaU^  Itf 
question  to  be  one  of  the  edicts  which  vioWfe^ 
the  ccfiniiifteroe  bf  thd'UiriUdi  States^^lio^'gh'  it 
faa^  liertft  beett  S(/.'«dftsidered  in  thti^^^imW 
iiegoaiii<ms^lind^ll!rM>tigh  tb«'preiide»P«f^tlie> 
UnkeSFS)k<fi'hadted^iiftl^coa^iit6d  to  ab»);»^ 
the  i^iiiimm^iir»i'fHil,  on  the  dol^^^oyditibtl^blt 
th^  differs  in  c6uMl  being 'I:ev6li«d;  >  ih^ffsti^: 
dMia^ily  lidifiSMrfg'th«^  isrdets  to  he^^iCftdf- 

eSkHs^iitmth'im  <4^thi>ii  th^  coM«mp(«tiwnl -oe 

tlt«!«#a»id»%hicti  htefkcto^i  .:.rr;;,,i 

■^A^ra^^itiaii^-h»B<ilet(>(Jireat6ntai&,(totttd> 
not  ■  b^t  -  be ' pvoporttoMbly)  entcoara^g -ti  'the. 
pretensions  Of  the  enemy.    A«,' by  their  aUe^tii^ 


tbut  tl|^Mo€k«deof  May/ 1806,  wm  illegal,  tbe 
Ainenc^n  goveromeat  virtually  justified,  sa  far 
as  d^ieuded  on  theui,  the  French  decrees. 

'^  After  this  proposition  had  been  made^  the 
French  minister  for   foreign  affairs,  if  not  in 
<^ncerit  with  that  goyeraoient,  at  least  in  con- 
fiirmitjr  with  its  views,  in  a  dispatch,  dated  tbe 
5th  of  August,  1810,  and  addressed  to  tbe  Ame- 
ricaii  minister  resident  at  Paris,  stated,  that  the 
Berlin  and  Milan   decrees  were  ]:evoked,  and 
1i|bat  their  operation  would  eea^se  from  tbe  tst 
4^f  of  November  following,  provided  his  ma- 
jesty would  revoke  his  orders  in  cpttncil,  and . 
renounce  the  new  principles  of  blockade ; .  or 
that  the  United  States  wojild  cause  tb^r  ri^ts 
1|o  be  respected ;   meaning  thereby,  that,  they 
VPuld  resist  the  retaliatory  measures  Qf  Great 
Britain. 

^^  Although  the;  repeal  of  the  Freuch  decreei^ 
thus  announced  was  evidently  cpi^tii^eKit,  either 
oa  concessions  to  be  vm^  by  Great  Britain, 
(concessions  to  which  it  was  obvious  Greftt  Bri^ 
tain  could  not  submit),  or  oii  measures  ta  be 
adopted  by  the  United  States  of  America ;.  the 
America;^  president  at  once  considered  the:  re- 
peal as  absolute.  UiMler  that  pretence  the.  non- 
importation  act  was  strictly  enforced ,  against 
Great  Britain,  whilst  the  ships  of  war,  and 
mercbant-sbips  of  the  enemy,  were  received  into 
tbe  harbou  rs  o/  America. 


GREAT  BRITAIN.  A)(D  AVBHICA.   -        ^ 

v*^Thd  >Anieri«an  gpvermneiit^  aieiiaii^g  the 
repeal  of.  the  French  decrees  to.  be  absolute  and 
effectual,  most  unjustly  required  Great  Britain, 
i^  cpnformitj  to  her  declsirations,  to  revoke  her 
o/rders  in  council.  The  .British.  gOFernment  jde* 
nied  that  the  repeal^  which  uras  announced  in 
the  letter  of  the.  French  minister  for  for^gn 
affairs^  was  such  as  ought  to  satii»fy  Great  6ri-> 
tain;  and  in  order  to  ascertain  the  true  charac* 
ter  of  the  meamre  adopted  by  France,  the 
government  of  the  United  States  was  called  upon 
t<^  produce  the  instrument^  by  which  the  alleged 
appeal  of  the  French  decrees  had  been  effected. 
If  these  decrees  were  >reaHy  revoked,  such  an 
insttiiment  iqa^t  exist,  and  no  satisfactory  rea- 
son could  be  given  for:  withholding  it. 

^^At  lengthy  on  the  &ls|;  of  May^  1812,  and 
not  before^  the  Anrierican  miniver  in  London 
did  produce  a. copy ^  or  at  least  what  purported 
to  be  a  copyi  of  such  an  instrument. 

'Mt  professed  to  l^ar  date  the  38th  of  Aprils 
1811,  long  subsequent  to  the  dispatch  of  the 
French  minister  dT  foreign  affiiirsof  the  5th  of 
Aug^st^  1810,  or  eyen  the  day  named  ther^n; 
^iz.  the  1st  of  November  following,  when  the 
operation  of  the  French  decrees  was  to  cease. 
This;  instrument  expressly  declared  that  these 
French  decrees  were  repealed  in  consequence  of 
the  American  legislature  having,  by  their  act  of 
the  1st  of  March,  1811,  provided  that  Britii^h 
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ships /and  m^rckandiie  shoiiM    be 

from  the   ptfi*te  aad-  hairbours   of  the  United 

StlBtes.  - 

*^  By  this  instruiBent,  the  only  document  pta-  * 
dtioed  by  America  as  a  repeal  of  the  Treneh^ 
decrees,  itapftears/beyond  a  possibiKty  of 'dobbV' 
or  iC^^il,  that 'thi^  alleged  repeal  of  the  French 
deiKiiees*  WHS  conditional,  as  Great  Britain'  bad^ 
asserted,  and  not  absolute  or  final,  as  had  been 
maintained  by  America:   that  th^y -were*  not 
repealed  at  the  time  they -wcfre  stated  to  be  ire*' 
pealed    by  the   American    government ;    that 
they  were  net  repealed  in  conformity  with  a* 
pMpbsitttion  simultaAeously  made  to  both  beU' 
ligerents ;  but  that  in  consequence  of  a  preYions 
act  on  the  part  of  the  Aiiieriean .  government,  * 
they  weire  repealed' in'ikvoti^  of  one  beTIigerent, 
to  the  prefudte^  of  the  olhef ;  that  the  Americkn^ 
gereVn the tit%^n^  adopted  measures  restrt6live 
upon  the  commeix^e  of  both^  b^lliger^ts,- in  coit-' 
sequence  o^'cidicts  issued' by' lioth/  reschlded 
these  hie^uiM^>  &» '  they '  -  aflbctcfd  tliat  powei^ 
wfti^h  Wfti  tire' aggressor,  whilst  they  put  thcnr 
ilf  ftilt  ojiierafito  against  the  party  aggHeifee^ 
al^o«igh  ^the'  edicts  of  both'  (/owers  cont^huid 
in  foTtee;  and,  lastly,  that  they  ex^lilrfed  tte* 
ships*  of  war  belonging  to  <me*beSHigerenti  wMlki 
they  admitted  Into  their  ports  land  harbours' the 
ships  of  war  belonging  to  the  others  in  rioldtion 
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0f leiie Jb^ithepkdamt.  ariid  most  esBentutl  duii^ 

; .  '^Aitkvi^  tbflitidlrdUn«»t.tku»p^  was 
l^fio  jjpertis  :tfaa>igbMiiii Amtid  unqliaHfied  nM<^ 
cttma  bf  Jtbq  fibrUo  iaMliMfla»;dwrM8if»lMiii 
QvM^ilniatti  htiuMiBtimially  -dtemandeil^  >Mid 
bait  li;|iill  «igfat;^  cfainp  ;'  iad  althpnglii  ikisi  uiw 
atdaiMqt)  'Mider  ^^ii0  circomalanee^  of  iftat^i^ 
p€l«w«e'AtrdMfc'aioln«at^iav.theiflM*!^  was 
a|MB'/to:  thd  isthingefit:  assfMR^iohs'  of  its  a vthestu^ 
cik^V  y^^l^^^b®  «lmistei7.  of  Itkc' United  Ststex 
pradissbd il^iaJBi|iiivpDittiagi/tp^  a'x^a^.^  iiie 

GafesrtiBi«|aMVdaKlirimifio#^r#f^i^iif<  MtpMftUlkr) 
to  die  aiHjb<AHndJlieousa€mM{>riiM4ples^«fitt^ 
]Maie;fiiatr,':d^tefimti0d«^ftpoti '  v^foUing,  'aondi^J 
tionally,^  Uastoiidaw  initeoMi^h"  Ad^ovdingly^ 
uH:tba  aa^ki«rf'Jiitiv1ast,  Mai^^  higUiftes 
IIm.  :ptiii0iii  ifigoit .;  ^faisi  fifeased^  to  dedara^4ii> 
council,  Js^.tlle  ittiime  ^attd' ••i^  tha '  bebiilf  .ol>  Ui( 
McyeMy^vtfaat'iheoiderstitt^Md^  i^oM^bieiM^ 
yoked)  ar  Ami  aa  Mpj^t|B*4h^2(lbip)s  «iiA|)it>p«t(^ 
06  thesiliiftad  8t^tct5l'lrl>dynhe  Isft  !^f <  Aiigu^t^ 
foHowMg.  '>Thir>v^)mcia;ion'V^  cofitkiUe  iw 
fiircev*  ^provided /the  govern mfent^f  the  Utiit^ 
Siid;iaiftKMild(^^«tbina  time  to  belittitad,  repeal^ 
tfanr«nftvictiTd  laws  a^nst  Bfitisb  cMstmet^^ 
Hia  nafeaty's  ibiftistar  in  Aitteiieft  waa  ^^pressly* 
ordemd  ;to  declare  to  the  goterninMit  ^f  ili^t 
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United  Sitateg,  that  ^  tbis  measure  had  been 
adopted  by  the  prince  regent  in  the  earaest 
wish  and  hope,  either  that  the  gOTemmeiit  of 
Francei  bj  further  rebixatiom  of  its  aysteai, 
m^pht  render  perseverance  on  the  part  of  Chreat 
Britain^  in  retaliatory  measures,  naneetssary; 
orf :  if  this  hope  should  proTe  ilelosive,  that  bis 
migesty's  goremment  might  be  enabled,  in  tbe 
absence  of  all  irritating  and  restrictive  r^^la- 
tions  on  either  side,  to  outer,  with  the  govern-^ 
ment  of  the  United  States,  into  aniiedble  ex|rfa- 
nations,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaming  whether, 
if  the  necessity  of  retaliatory  measures  sbould  un«* 
fortunately  continue  to  operate,  the  piarticular 
measures  to  be  acted  upon  by  Great  Britmn  could 
be  rendered  more  acceptabla  to  the.  American 
gorernment  than  those  hitherto  pursued/ 

*^  In  order  to  provide  for  the  contin^oicy  of  a 
doclaration  qi(  war  on  the  part  of  the  United 
Stutjss,  previous  to  the  arrival  in  America  of  the 
said  order  of  revocation,  instructions  were  sent 
to  his.  majesty's  minister  plenipotentiary,  aeere« 
dited  to  the  United  States,  (the  executicm.  of 
which  instructions,  in  consequence  of  the  dds* 
continuance  of  Mr.  Foster's  functions,  were,  at 
a  subsequent  period,  entrusted  to  admiral  Sir. 
John  Borlase  Warren,)  directing  him  to  pmpose. 
a  cessation  of  hostilities,  should  they  have  com-, 
menced ;  and,  further,  to  offer  a  simultaneous 
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repeal  of  the  orders  in  council^  on  the  one  nde, 
und  of  the  reetrictive  lAws  on  British  iships  and 
eomin^rcey  on  the  Othw. 

^^  They  were  alM  respectively  empowered  to 
acquaint  the  American  gOYCrnment,  in  reply  to 
any  iiiqoirteii  with  respect  to  the;  blockade  of 
May^  1806»  wfanlst  the  British  goYernnient  must 
oontinneto  maintiun  its  legality,  'that,  in. point 
of  fiMPtv  this  particular  blockade  had  been  dis* 
cc^ntinued  ^for  a  length  of  time,  having  been 
merged  in  the  general  retaliatory  blockade  M 
the  enemy's  ^iif9ft»,  under  the  orders  in  council ; 
and  that  bis  mti^esty's  government  had  no  inten- 
sion of  »curring'to  th^,  or  to  any  other  of  the 
blockades  of  jthe^j»temy's|iorts,  founded  upon  the 
ordiiiai^y  nttd  acenafeoined  rprincipies  of  maritime 
law,  whicb'.wefe  in  force  previous  to  the  orders 
in  council^  without  a  new  notice  to  neutral 
ppwem,  in  the  usual  ioaemJ. 

^^  The  .American  govenunent*  before  they  re- 
.cei?edintimatian  «f  the  couvse  adopted  by  the 
Bfitjsfi  .gQfvarmiient^  had,  in;£ict,  proceeded  to 
the  foMmme  measure  of  rdedartng  ft^ar,  and  issu* 
ii^  ^  lettei»;  eif  mavque,^  not wiiJistflmdiRg  thay 
were  previous^  in  poasessimi  of  the  report  of 
the  Flrench  mkiister  fot^foroigii  .afiairsi  of  the 
12th  of  March,  IMS,  .proa^ulgattng  anew  .the^ 
Bedinand  Milan  decrees  as  fiindamental  faovs 
4rf!  the .' Erenih  enquire,  tubderthe  false  and  eft « 
travagantpretext,'  thatithis  monstioui»  ptrinidples 
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tbevem  oontaiiied  vmae  to  lie  found  ki  kkt  t*ei,tf 
b€  .;ytpiebh<»  i  and  n^re  *iitepeS^W'  M'tAitig^  ti^m 
all  states.  From  the  p^mtNAeiP^fdthis'Oode  M 
ffifefioH;  was.  to  be  etMiiipt  ivHiit^  '^bi^titft  sicttpt 
»t,  iicNfe  onlj^  as  Iftiei  rule  of  ib^ti^^Mhdnot 'ii»t 
u  a  law^^vtha'0bsBri2iaiioe4if  ^Wfavck^it'ifnM  a)M 
i«i|w0ed*to.eafoice:u|K>ii^€»r€aitB^  • 
'  -^  lit  it  jMkAtef^y  mooioafka^yiwg  their  <d^eiipi 
nitton  of  lunltilMes^  in  iiddidk>a  to  i^e  tmtobt 
eomfplaints  agaiwst  tke  drd^^rsUii  ooiin^^H  AlMg 
Iftt  of  grievanoteiivras:  bmtt^t  Ibrwatd;  «eM« 
l;ritM>in  themsidws^  wbevsfii^i^b  ^Mt  bimi 
itiat^mliy  adjusted;  btt«  none  ^«bem  «ttch  as 
wtEire  e^rer  before  •  lAlc^ed  ^  'iy .  ^  the  - Ami^eaa 
^'erokment'to  he^^rmind^'tn^maf.^ 
'  "^  A»  if  to  tWotr  4id^ti4Mli4  JObsMttiee^  in  «he 
^ay.  of  peace,  the  Adserieattf  eon^misi<tft-the 
«aine*4^iiitf  ^ttiMed  a  Iawi'pf0tii[bi1ihig!iali''ittter« 
course  with  Great  BntaMi^of'^^ildi  a^tfeiior^ 
deptMtd^  «be  v  iexteiitiM  t>goiteMttie«ts  'aeebrdtog 
to  4he  prcis|deat!»iMn»  oMsimotibaiofi  itbk^  iieti 
of  bH  potMT  lof  fetemq^  tfte,ii€fa«totts«|ifi|g^ 
ititer[)«i«n^i^*  be^wbtdkoi^^^  twoj<elaees^  -seM  Atr^  at 
httte»;:asitoiiOeittedJiiieiKaopi^ 

uiitil>4«tigi^^ahttaUmi«9seiiib|e;    •  ^ 

:f'fFheiptfMdi«iti>fitb0  llditeiixSdbMB'faas,  (I 
ki  (tmey  i^iDce  rfkmfmm^  -  %k<  GpiM  Brilaift  *  aii 
analsiiee?  awt^ilibwevinr^  loh  tbdiaddbiMoalitbat 
ti|a  i  eausft  lof  'War^*3wthert6?[mlitd4ai,^\Mlb'  re«» 
vapptAi  bK^JOB'eoiuKtibii  tUtt  GMat  3iit«inv  as 


. .  lafiEMt  ncsPAUc  akst  MMmmsAi^^       an 

ti'prtUMiMCf.rtep;  shmiUi  do  ikwajr  a'oanse  of 
'^mr^  siow^ilmiU9fa|jiiDirii^a(fd  4mi  siJBdi,^fi>cilifei first 
<liaio;  ituiaaribfr^itiiMiilieiBhonld  aboiidoii  ll|At«Kr 
ieficiM  o{.lMn:'«bnd<lDbted:r%b^of  ae^rdi,  to^tidie 
-from  jAoBBieriflaQ  au»ficlMiiit<*Te&Bels  BritiakseaflBen, 

,A»tila^>  wmld  .be  oenai)*^  by  .the.  Jegidaiflire 
-flixkhte.tUnited^rfitetfs, » to:.piieyMit;8iiohi  sMmen 
•iloolifeiitBriafpiiiitOkjAiltrJflMviCfl^  but), .indapeli^ 
dent  of  the  objection  to  an  eAeiaBlrac  lalinaoe  5w 
•a^ifofeifok  slaie^'^iw^aicoiisBraataob  df  :iii  vital 
fafo  nitei0Bt*^  >  na  i  explanalidii  fwas,  .or  ,eeaM  *  be, 

<tfai6  atectuie^i4itbfana^.tik>tiie  -maifi'  piikie%>leB 
sap»n^  wJUck  apeh/ians ^erb ;tick; be . fqanded^  'or 
aa<loiA^  pnQ^uAriBoarmiadx  itwaaf|»iq9O0ed:tfaey 

]  o  ^StaA  propoiitibi^  burjii^  }iMfi  rcrioM^  tto^  it 
^aouid  fimiMiBfJ;  iBras  toadeirtagjaiii  .eir^iiqgijm 
aamiatiM^  '|iroradedii5}the:l£fiMdib.igOYerniiKnt 
would  secretly  stifjNdal^  tfuDeBiltiKao  thOiikxpicase 
iifitfaistisght  w«^nMltyrof  pubcati:^  ^linuGubdiate 
ittd  fiMniirii{^ib«ndannaiitt>ofvits;ias^  a 

preliminary  to  a  cesaatiNMM^ivMiiikmy  vaai^t 
4fiiftjMbd2  iHit1iisli!si|a4^h]gh«ia^.th®f|i-^ 
filg^Kbi wasArcqidvaid^*  i»  ctbucHGiaiii^.  jioft)  osnctlnB 
U^liatfi  i|fith«Bni9ttrt^,iBaia^   tb  td>tnidon  mim 
Ifa  Arrtar >  ovhEfcare^had  pMposad  toibii|Dpab« 


^^  Tills  most  offefisfv«  propQsitioa  was  alcw 
rigectftd^  bebig*  acaompanied,  as  tlMi  foroier  iMid 
been,  by  other .  demands  of  the  moat  exceptiott- 
able  nature,  and  especially  of  indemnity  Ibr  aU 
Anerioan  vessels  detained  and  condemned  on- 
der  tlM  orders  in  council^  or  ooHler  wbat  imn 
termed  illegal  bkickades;  a  conplimiee  widi 
which  demands,  exelodve  of  all  other  ofajeetiont, 
woold  have  amountitd  to  an  alisdlate  siirrendar 
cf  the  rights  on  which  those  ordera  and  blodft- 
ades  were  ^  fiiunded* 

*^  Had  the  American  gDnecnmettt  been  sift- 
cere  in  representing  the  osdsra  in  coanetl  as  the 
only  subject  of  difference  faetweeii'  Great  Britaisi 
and  the  United  States,  calcnlated  to  lead  to 
hostilities,  it  might  have  been  0cpeekcd,.so  soon 
as  the  jnevoca^ion  of  those  oidera  had  been  ofi*- 
cially  made  known  to  them,  that,  they  wonid 
have  spontaneoiHly  recalled  their  *  letters' of 
raarqua,*  and  manilested  a  dispositraii  immei* 
diately  to  restore  the  relatione  of  peace  and 
amity  between  the  tvifo  powers. 

^*  Bat  the  enndw^tof  the  goiviernm^tbf  the 
Vjiit^  States  by  na  means  oorrespoiided  with 
^iseh:  reasonable  expectations. 
-  ^^  iTlie  orders  in  lciNincil<  of  4bk  S8d  of  June 
being  officiaUy  oominnaicated  in  America,  the 
g^vernmeBtof  the  I^mted.  Statisa  saw  inothmg  in 
the  repeal  <Kf  tbe  i?rd^.in3co«iol  whieb  sfckMrid 
of  itself  restore  peace,  unles*  Gtent  fintnin  west 


4ftt^psaed,  in  Ihe  fint  instance,  substantially  to 
lirtittquisti  th(^  right  of  imprestiing  her  owq  sen^ 
vmn^  when  found  on  Jhoard  American  merchant 

^^\The  pdTc^iosal  of  an  armitttio^,  and  of  a 
SMiciltaffieoa9  repeal  of  the  restriotiv^  measure^ 
OA*;hoth  sules  subsequently  made  fa^  the  eomr 
timfidM^  c^i«er  of  his  mayesty'»  naval  forces  on 
tho.A»enean  boast,  were  reeaiy^d  iti^  the  i^iino 
faostttai  spiral; '  iiy  the  gOTernmetit  of  *  the  TJnit^d 
Stfttes.  The  suspension  of.  the  practice  of  im* 
pMARnottt  was  iufflsted  upon,  in  the  correspond 
desice  which  passed  on^^bat  oooAsion,  a^a  n^o?s« 
sai^  preliminary  to  a  cesisation  .of  hostilities; 
ne^oeiatioii^  it  was  stated,  might  tdi;je  plac<; 
Wiitfaoail  any  ^lospensfmi  of  the  exercise  of  this 
right,  and. also :wiibo»t  any*  armistice  being  com 
cludiid;  but  Great  Britain  was  required  pr'Cvi^ 
ously^itoi agree,  without  any  knovrledge  tOf  the 
adequaay  j^  the  system  which  coiild  be:  su^^tir 
tutal,  to^^Mgodate  upon:  the  bams  of .  accepting 
the  legislatii^  regolatiofis  of  H'^'foreiga  istate  as 
the:  scik  equivalent  fOv  the;  e^^veiie  of  d  right 
wbf«b  sheibsis  fillH^  iM^^Meiitial  to  tile  sufi^oft 
o#:^r  nvaritime^power;  -^  •  :..- 
\  fS:Hk  AammB^  by  demanding  tlij^  prelitniliary 
ceiioessiOif,nntends  to  deny  the  validity  of;  that 
right,  iff  that  denial  @r^at<firitai«  cannot  at^q  i|i- 
esa^y- i^r -fitilb she.  giVe 'countenance  to !such  a 
pretleuisilmiy  bj^.i^eeding  to  ;ts  «uspenfi&on,  much 
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less  to  iti  abanfentttent)  w  a  bails  on  wU^b  t0 
treat,    irtbe  Aiilerioim'  govermnent  has  dariscdv 
or  conceives  it  can  dj^tite,  regulations wbiab  amy 
safely  be  accept^cH  bj^  6^eat  Britain^'  as«a«saib- 
stitnie  ibr  tbe'exeiroid6*of  tbe  right  in iqaertiba, 
itisfbr  thetti  to  bring  fomrard  «ich  ai|ilanifor 
odnNtderatfdn.  The  Britisbgovemttent  has 
attempted  to  extrliHle'tbis  Kfiiestion-ftoai 
tbose  on  which  tbetwo  itlifei^niYght^ltave»tonegii* 
ciate:  it  has,  on  the  coi^triiry,  tmifermij^roftsMHl 
it6  re^iness  to  receit^  and*  disclisii  aby  proposr^ 
tion  on  this  subjeet;  coming  ftomthe  Jkaomncnf 
governmefnt :  ift  iia«  never  asserted  amy  exelMhre 
rights  as  to  the  impressflMnt-ofifiriiishfaeaaMt 
fMA' Ainefic«iH  Vessels,  viriiiabvit  wais  net  prepay 
t^  tO' acknowledge,  as  appertaiaing  eqmiiky.to 
the  government  of  tbe:  tJnkedr  States,  with  n^ 
pect  to  American  seamen  whim  fbaiidyon  htafid 
BHtish  merchant  ships,    fint  it  cankiot  bj'ji^ 
eciding  to  «acka  basis  in  the  first  ibstance^  eitlMic 
iassume,  or  adtnit  tbait  itotberpraciicapbley  ^i^Mb; 
wlietif  Attemf^tiMl  oi»  ^rme^ioocasioas,  tei»  altva|f i 
been  found  to  be  attended^with  great  ^fficinU 
ties ;   siicfa  d>Wcnlties  as*  tbe  Britiah  conmiis^ 
sipners,  in  1806,  exprc^tty-decthiredy  after  aa(  at^ 
tentive  oonsideratidn^of  the!6Qgge8tiMis;bMught 
forward  bj  the  comyttissioners  ontiw.  part  of 
America,  they  were  unable  to- sannoaat,' 

<^  Wbikt  this  proposition^  transmitted  throiigh 
the  British  admirali  wa»  pending*  in  Afaeii«fi| 


tiiiitlMr  mttMiMikailio%  m  tlt^  Ml)|Mt  of  an 
ilraiktie8,~wa«r  uooAciidly  made  to  the  Btitiih 
givwwami^  ia  this  ^oiiaftrf  »  The  i^at  fitaa 
whom  this  propositioH  was  reeeived,  aehaiM^ 
laigedrthat  hadid  not  eaniailer  thfl^  he  hid  any 
imtlMnrity  hilaitcAf  ^ta<fei^n  an  agreenent «  oq.^* 
lank  0I  hi»'ga^erfl«Miati  It  wai^  obifilatta.  that 
arijr'ilipidatiohi9  i^Merad)  iml^i  «i'€OBiieqaa«ce  of 
Aik  OTWtore^  w#aMtiia?e  hwA  buMUng  on'  the 
IMinAf '  g<if«rniheatj  it^oist  l!he  govemm^it  ^£ 
^bmiJimttdiSffmtminkMhBVB^^  refaae 

OEiBtoebpk  Aam,  aeeordirig  to^  tbe^  eurcmastaiifiafi 
af  ftha '  umfaxMiti .  Thb » piropaaiuaa  i^as^  thera* 
tee^'nec0aiaHlydedftoed>  :•  '    >   i\     t  ,:  ^ 

no^fAHt^rtMB  eKpMtioift  af)  thaiGiieamstaibQes 
Wl|Myi)ireaiided^  t andi  winch  have  Adlawed  At 
#iblliiat)kM»  of^;iiian%i  ^  United.  States,  iiis 
royal  hi^aess  the  pfinoe  regent,  aeiiDg  in  the 
lbnl0' aaflktoa  .1;fab>  behalf  iit  hienmajasfcy^  feels 
hil^alfftoBlkiUapati^lo  diMsU  th«  li^dm^^il^ 
iiyifcirii|iyrftbiak#hei>»irfu»^  af  Qi«attl^rM:^li:li|uf 
hMdi  wgQla(lad4fmdlHbe^fl^  >eon«iei;ited 

aatfe:4li€fieidniiaBstoaii»f;  ;i«*  ..I  ^u 
'i  Mf  iii»>ra|$alciiigAneai  aaiii aeyer^acknawledgt 
iiijr^odialao.iahatioevcyrr  tta  be  illegal^  wliicjl 
hai9><beea  duly  notified  i  and  l»  euj^perted  by  an 
adii|iaiter|bfee,  inaialy- op^  the  ground  of  its 
rirtenty'^m^^Miaaei  the  f]MMrt  or  coart$  blaekaded 
arahsittaj&lSidaaaie  timcidiirei^ed  by  Jand. 
'«^illii>#ojsfdl>UigJmes8i^e9eif  aeter  adedits^  tha^ 

D  2 
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neutral:  trade  with  Great  foittm  <An  be  ctfMti- 
tbted  a  public  crime,  the  cprnmission  of  wbiftb 
mm  expose  the  ships  of  an j  power  whatever  to 
be  denatiiMialized* 

^'  His  royal  higbaeM  can  never  admits  that 
Great  Britain  can  be  detmered  e£  its  right  >of 
jnst  and  necessary  retaliatioB,  through  the  Ssmi 
of  eyentoally  affecting  Uie  interest  of  a.neutraK 

f^^His  royal  highness  cAn  never  admits  that:  in 
the  exercise  of  the  undoubted »  and  hitherto 
nndisputed,  right  of  searching  neutral  merchai^ 
▼OBSels  in  time  of  war,  the  impressment  of  British 
seamen,  when  foimd  therein,  can  be  deemed  any 
violation  of  a  neutral  flag.  Neither  can  ^he 
admit,  that  the  takmg  such  seamen  >  from  on 
bbaid  such  vessels,  can  be  considered  by  any 
fij^tral  state  as  a  hostile  measure,  or  a  jus^abh 
eauseof  war. 

^^  There,  is  no  right  more  clearly  establiihedi 
than,  the  right  which  a  sovereign  has^  to  the  alts* 
giance  of  his  subjects,  more  espeoiatty  in  time 
irfwar.  Their  allegianee  is  no  optional  du^, 
which  they  can  decline  and  resume. at  pleamrs; 
it  is  a  call  which  they  adb  bound  to  obey  r  it 
began  with  their  birth,  mid  can  only  terminaie 
with  their  existence* 

-  If  a  similarity  of  ]«ig»age  and  maBi-m 
may  make  the  exercise  of  this  right  more  liable 
to  partial  mistakes,  and  oocasionalalwse,  When 
{>ractised  towards  vessels  of  die  United  States^ 
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« tke  Mme  eifcvmstUbees  make  it  also  aright  with 
^^tlie  lexefdiste  of  iirhich,'  in  regard  to  such  ve sseb^ 
ril.is  more-difficttll;  to  dispense. 

'<  But  if  fo  the  practice  of  the  United  States 
to  harbour  Brititdi  seamen,  be  added  their 
Masuioed  right  to  tranrfet  the  allegtanoe  of  Bijtish 
-MihjeetSy  and  thus  to  cancel  the  jurisdiction  of 
their  legitimate  sovere^n,  by  acts  of  haturaliza- 
.tionaud'e^lificates  of  citizenship,  which  they 
pretend  to  be  as  valid  out  of  their  own  territoity 
as  within  it,  it  is  obvious,  that  to  abandon  this 
anoient  right  of  Great  Britain,  and  to  admit 
these  novel  pretensions  of  the  United  States^ 
would  be  to  expose  to  danger  ihe  very  founda- 
tion of  our  marititiie  strength. 

^'  Wttbodt  entering  minutely  into  the  other 
topics  which  have  been  brought  forward  by  the 
government  of  the  United  States,  it  may  bepro- 
per  to  remark,  that  whatever  the  declaration  of 
the  United  States  vany  hare  asserted,  Great 
Britain  never  -  did  demand  that  they  should 
.iorce  Biitish^numulactuws  into  France :  and  she 
•Ibvinerly  declared  her  willingness  entirely  to 
iforego,  or  modify^  in  •concert  with  the  United 
•Stetes,  the  system  by  wtdch  a  commercial  inter- 
course with  the  enemy  had  been  allowed  undar 
:Aie  protection  of  licenses ;  provided  ihe  United 
•States  woiild  act  towards  her,  and  towiards 
Ffaoce^  with  real  impartiality. 
*  ^  The  goverament  of  America,  if  the  differ* 
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:ience  between  states  are  ivot  internihisble, 'lite 

,as  little  right  to  notice  the  affair  of  the  CSiiesak 
peake.    The  aggression,  in  this  instance,  ontte 

^part  of  a  British  ofSoer,  was  acknowledged; 
his  conduict  was  disapproved  ;  add  n  reparation 
was  regularly  tendeMd  by  Mrj  Foster  mi  thie 

:  part  of  his  majesty,  and  accepted  by  the  gorvem- 
ment  of  the  United  States* 

**  It  is  not  less  unwarranted  in  its  allosionto 
the  mission  of  Mr.  Henry ;  a  mission  undertaken 
without  the  authority,  or  even  knowledge,  of 
his  majesty's,  governtnent,  andwhidh  Mr.  Foster 
was  authorized  formally  and  officially  to  dis- 
avow. •     r  ' 

^^  The  charge  of  exciting  the  indiansto  offen- 
sive measures  against  the  Uniteil  States  is  equally 
void  of  foundation.  Before  the  war'began^^  a 
policy  the  most  opposite  had  been  uniformfy 
pursued,  and  proof  of  this  was  tendered  by  Mf  • 
Foster  to  the  Ameridan  government;. 

<<  Such  are  the  causes  of  war  wbicfehaire  bttti 
put  forward  by  the  government  of  the  VninsQ 
States.  But  the  real  origin  of  Ikie  present'^fttni- 
test  will  be  A>und4h  that  spirit  wlrifch^has  long 
unhappily  actuated  tfai  councils  of  tike  .United 
States:  their  marked  partiality  iii ' p«14iftfeHiig 
and  assisting  the^aggressive  tyranny  of  FrqnM^; 
their  systematic  etideavoiird  to^enflhiae-thei^pMi- 
pie  against  the  defensive  meaauiies  •  of^  Gw^ 
Britain  ;    their    uog^neroiii  conduct  towards 
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8|ifain,  tke^uttiioat^^ljr^Qf  Great  Britain;  aod 
theijt  vaHTortby  daserjUon .  of  the  cause  of  other 
neatrai  nationi}.  It  U  through  the  prevaknee  of 
sacb.eottocik  that  America  has  been  associated 
an  policy  wiitb  France,  i^id  coinipitted  in  war 
against  Gr^at  J^taiii. 

*'  And  under  what,  tcmducty  on  the  part  of 
France,  has  the  government  of  t\ke  United  States 
thiis.^Qit.itwlf  to  the  enemy?  The  contemp- 
tttouiE.  Yiolat^n  of  the  commercial  treaty  of  the 
yeai;^  18Q0  bet%Teen  France  and  the  United 
Skates ;  die  triracherotas  seimre  of  all  Americatt 
/iseaself  aod  (Uirgoes  in  every  harbour  subject  to 
the  controul  of  the  French  arms :  the  tyrannical 
jpcH|ci|4eap^.tlie  Berlin  and  Milan. decrees,  and 
the.  confi^q^ions  luider  4hem ;  the  subsequent 
oaikfiso^tions.  .under  ^the  Rambouillet  decree, 
aa^tedatod  or.  coqcfwUsd.  to  render  it  the  more 
elfeq^bsal;  Jfhe  jF^ench.  commercial  regulfitions^ 
which  render  thq  tiaffic  of  the  United  States 
teitfarlu^iflQjl^  fid  most  ijUtts^^  burning  of 

tlmp  mimohant^dMpf  ,aj(  e^a,  long  after  the  alleged 
fiqpral^.9^^]khe^ren<;fa  dapiees-r-all  these  jAots  of 
Melei|C«,/iVi^li|i9Tpart  pf  France,  produce  from 
tbeig<a¥efpme9tof'the  United.  States,  only  ^ueh 
M»f||^bHijiptSk  jas  ^nd .  in  acquiescepce  and  submis-^ 
siMi|f4>rf^ar>ejK^H>mpanied  by,  suggestions  for 
fMlnbttng  Fxaoicf  to  g^ve  the  semblance  of  a  legal 
form  to.  her  usurpations^  by  convertifig  thieni 
into  muoicipal  Kgulations« 
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.^:^  This  disposition  of  the  goi^ernmeilt  of  1^0 
,U|ii|jed    States — this   oomplete  subservienej  «to 
\tha  rullor  of  France — .this  hostile  temper  towsirds 
<^reat  Britaiii — are  evident  in  almost  every  page 
pf  the  official  correspondence  of  the  Amecicaii 
viith  the  French  government. 
'  ^^ Against  this^  course  of  conduct^   the  real 
.cause   of  .the  present  war,   the  prince-regmt 
•solemnly  protests.     Whilst  contending  against 
•Fl^anoey  in  defence  not  only  of  the  liherties  o£ 
jGreat  Britaiil  but  of  the  world,  his  royal  high- 
Aess:  wai^.  totitled  to   look  for  a  far  differ^it 
MstiU./  From  their  common  origin,  from  their 
kiommon  interest,  from  their  professed  princi* 
Iples  of  freedom  and  independence,  the  United 
-St^es-  ^ere  the  last  power  in  which  Great  Bri^ 
lain  could  have  expected  to  find  a  witling  ift* 
strumen t  and  abettor  of  French  tyranny. 
,    ^^Ditoppointedin  thk,  his  just  expectation^ 
ihe. prince  regent  will  still  pursue  the  piolicy 
ivhich  the  British  government  has  so  long .  aiid 
invariably  maintained^  in  repelling  injustioi^ 
and  in:  supporting  the  generai  rights  iof  natioos*; 
and,  under  the  favor  of  Providencey  relying  ooi 
the  juitii^e  of  his.  oause,  and  the  tried  loyalty 
and  lirmness  of  the  British  nation,  his  royal 
highness  confidently  looks  forward  to  a  success** 
ful  issue  to  the  contest  in  which  he  has^^ihos 
boen  compelled  most  reluctantly  taierigogeL''^ 

The  temperate  language^  dignified  style,  and 
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Ur«a  «.„lj  ^^U,  which  dM.«.i.hdu. 
important  document,  afford  a  Jbappy  contrast  to 
the  petulant  complaints  and  laboured  sophisms 
to  be  found  in  Mr.  Madison's  message.  One 
part  of  the  latter,  however,  can.  be  ino^Fe  satis- 
factorily answered  now,  than  it  could  have  been 
at  the  date  of  the  regent's  declaration.  Tlie  presi- 
dent protests  Tehemently  against  the  **  crying 
^ormity '^  of  impressing  '^  thousands  of  American 
citizens;'^  and  the  government-editors  in  the 
United  States  have  long  been  in  the  practice  of 
assuring  their  readers,  that  the  real  number  of 
their  fellow  citizens  impressed  by  the  Britii^h  was 
6257«  The  following  extract,  taken  from  a  Bos- 
ton work  entitled — ^'  The  Massachusetts'  Manual, 
or  Politidal  and  Historical  Register ;  >  by  William 
Burdick/'  —  will  exhibit  this  matter  in  its  true 
light: 

• 

^^During^he  debate  on  the  Loan  Bill  in  the  United  Staiea' 
house  of  representatiyes  in  March,  1814,  Mr.  Pickering,  of 
Afaa^sachusetts  remarked-~^VI  ivi^h^  Mr.  Chairman,  to  present 
one  more  Tiew  of  this  subject  of  impressments ;  the  result  of  an 
«s«iiiliialioii  of. the  piiblio documents,  abiHii a yeari|^<(y  by  one 
of  TEkY  cojie^gaes. .  By  ^os^  documents,  the  grand  total  is  the 
well  knovvn  number,  6257 

from  which  he  deducted  for  the  same  name^  audi 

apparently  the  same  person,  twice,  thrice,  or  1^548 

more  times  repesited,                                         j 
FcNP  ao  exoetti  amlag  from  some  errors  between  |^  ^^^ -  ^      ' 

tiie  ret^«s  of  ^8Q5  and  180^^  .     / 

\ 

•  '      '       '     Leaflnj^,  -       •  4055 
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Broogjit  OTer    «    »^    •    •  ^   .     4990: 
From  wVu^  be  deducted  fiic^fiowledged  QriOsh  \  ^^,. 
subjects,  / 

those  who  had  no  protecting  docaments,    568 
t!hose  with  insufficient  documents,  664 

thos^  who  htd  entered '^IttitariljF^         -   tSl  * 
ttole^wMi:  fnndiileBl  praltcawHS.  195  ^       , 

.diMrterf,,  ,.    .  »5       .    . 

those  married  in  Great  Britain,  4^ 

neutral  aliens  and  natires  of  the  West  Ind.  50 
prisoners  of  war,  2t— Mi4 

/  .  :  Xeaviag,  25^ 

F.rom  this  number  he  deducted  one*third,  which*^ 
appeared  to  him,  from  the  documents,  rather 
less  than  the  full  proportion  of  seamen  im-  • 
pressed  from  British  merchant  Tessels,  in  which,  T 
. :  iH  n«t  BrHlflii  snbjeeti,  the  Afneticin  tag  coqU 
, ,  §f»f4  po  ppreteacA  f oip  prqtwptfpOf  J 


»  .  *  r 


840 


f«  • 


Leaving,  lo^Cr 

t^ott  the  last  number  he  deducted  those 
been  discharged,  or  had  been  ordered  to  be  dit- }         1M4 

ch««*aj  . 


Leaying,  nnacconnted  for,  156** 

>ltt  ftllqt^eMi^fis  of  impresBmetit,  the  Aitiei^eM 
govemmen^C'^has  appeared  to  consider^' equuUf 
as  its  safa^ect^,  the  native,  and  the  naturafised 
citizeHiVdBd  itis  too  notorious  for  what  a  paltry 
Slim  a  British  soldier  or  sailor  eato  purchase  jemrjr 
privilegiil^  l^'thig  ktter,  in  pretended  ^tbrogartioEi 
of  the  aHegiance  he  oWcs  to  the  cobntrr  of  his 
birth.    It  is,  hov^ever^  as  a  matter  of  convenience 
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aily»  that*  the  United  Statea^  government  adopti< 
tkm  noirel  principle ;  ibr,  wben  one  Elijah  Clarke^ 
who  had  emigrated  from  tbe  United  States  to 
ihe  Canadas,  and  there  taken  the  oath  of  alle^ 
giance  to  the  British- gofernniept,  returned  to 
his  native  country^  and>v»s,  on  theSOA  of  Oc- 
tober, 1&13,  tried,  and  sentenced  to  be  hiiog,  as 
a  British  spy,  the  secretary  of  war,  by  direc* 
lion  of  the  president  of  the  United  Static,  ordered 
him  to  be  discharged,  on  the  principle—***  that 
.eaid  Clarke,  being  considered  a  <:itizen  of  the 
United  States,  was  not  liable  to  be  tried  by  a 
coart-martiaL'*'* 

The  denial  of  a  nation's  right  to  take  d^eiters 
is  madee^iually  subfiem^ient  to  tbe  navvow  policy 
of  the  nimiettt ;  as  appears  from  Uni  folfowing 
ietct^  published  in  most  of  the  American  news« 

papers  ofi  the  ^ay :    .  ' 

'  ^1  the  Isto  June^^  IdOO,  aa^  American  tosscI^ 

bound  from  Ogdensburg,  New  York,  to  Osurego^ 

anchored  in  a  bay  on  the  British  side  of  the  Stj 

Lawrence,  having  on  board  capt.  W.  P.  Bennet,  of 

thei#kh  United  States  •  Inlisntfy^  aad<Miii|f  ^f  his 

aien*  *  WhHe  lying  tkei«,  eapt.vBiinnet,  heM 

tiiat  a  desartar  by  the  nvme  of^Undathill  was  in 

tlmk  sefctkensnt  teaching  school,  df»pa^clied  a 

seqeant  md  tw^  men  to  appreh«iidKhiqai>    Tipts 

^  they  i^Heetedy  tinMtl^hfs  hande  behind  liimi  and  at 

Iha  qpKiiat^f  'the  bayonet .  draye  Mm  ^a6me  dis- 
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tance,  till  tJieprigonto  making  an  attempt  to 
cape,  the  patty  fired  at^  and  killed  him:  they  that 
fled  to  their  boat,  aiid  proceeded  to  tihie  Americaa 
side.  Capt.  Bennet  was  tried  by  a  coart-martiid 
for  this  offence,  and  acfmtied*^ 

This  forcible  saieure.  ofa  deserter  from  oat  of 
the   British   teirritoty  by  aa  Ameriean  officer^ 
happened  just  two  years  subsequent  to  thie  affair 
of  the  Leopard  and  Chesapeake;  in  which  all  that 
the  British  officer  required  was^  to  have  certain 
deserters  delivered  up  to  him.f     Hofr  are  we  to 
recoiicile  the  acquittial  of  captain  W.  P.  Bennet 
with  the  conduct  of  the  American  ^vemmeiit, 
both  at  the  period  of  the  asserted  outrage  in 
tbe   Chesapeake's   case,   and  five  years  after^ 
wards,  whea  it  was  revived  as  one  of  the  pre* 
texts  fordedaring  war  agaii^t  Great  Britain  ?-^ 
Who  can  help  admiring  Mr..  Madison's  profits- 
able  versatility,' whea,^  in  March)  1813,  he  could 
pronounce,  a^rfst   us    tbe  following  specific 
chargb  r*^'^  Thef^  have  refused  to  consideras  pri^ 
soners  of  war,  and  threatened  to'  paniidi  asitrai^ 
tors  1  and  deserters,  persons  etnigreting  without 
lefi^raiikt  to :  tbe  United  States ;  i  ncoq^orated  by 
paturatieaJtioA   into   our  political  family,  and 
fi^tik^  iiiiiAer :  the  authority  of  their  adopted 
fSQciitry^   in:  opdn  and  honorable  war,  for  tbe 
tnaintenabce  of  its  rights  and  safety''  P 
•  .'Thecimi^  bf  exciting  the  Indians  to  offensive 

*  BurdidL'&Regr.  p;  168«    i  Jamcs^  NutalOecurr.  p.  67. 
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neasares  against  the  United  States,  would  not 
baye  needed  a  disavowal,  had  the  system  of  spo- 
liation, so  long  practised  towards  those  wretched 
people,  been  as  well  known  in  Europe  as  it  is  in 
the  British   parts  of  America.     The  Indians 
cannot  exist  without  their   hunting  grounds-: 
these  are  continually  ciit  down,  and  encroached 
upon,  by  the  white  borderers.    It  is  true,  pur« 
chases  are  sometimes  madte;  but  it  is  not  less 
true  that,  where  one  acre  is  held  by  right,  ten 
acres  have  beefi  extorted  by  force.    An  Indian, — 
Ml  matter  upon  what  proyocation,-^kiUs  an  Ame- 
rican citizen ;  a  thousand  presses*  lend  their  aid 
to  spread  the  exaggerated  tale,  and  Hie  whole 
republic  is  up  in  arms  against  the  savage  and 
his  tribe.    An  American  citizen, —  out  of  mere 
wautonnesis,  and  with  as  little  remorse  as  if  it 
were  a  wild  turkey, — shoots  a  poor  Indiana  the 
yelkof  the  widowed  squaw  and  her  children  rend 
the  air  in  vain ;  no  publicity  is  given  to  the 
murder,  unless  the  cirilized  barbarian  nif^choose 

to  disclose  to  his  friends  that  whieir;  he  well 

•  •  •  . 

knows,  they  will  either  treat  as  a  jest^  ofr  view 
with  indifierence.  -  "^ 


Scaroclj  a  Tillagein  theU.  States  is  witkoiijt  one^ 


4B       AULSTJAT  oetVEMEaacm  vccmnir 


CHAPTER  II. 
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.  :  v^<^«<t>N^/|f  wwt^^Bri^^h  r^f9tlfur/(9nem  *kf 

.    G4m0d4U--rSurrende%  ^  Fort  MickiUmacimi^-^ 

Previous  hostile  preparations  m  the  part  pft^^ 

4iMricqn  gomrnment-^If^msioH  i(f:  Ufifi^  Q0r 

nflda  by  g^nerftl  fftUl--^(^^ire  of  Jh^  4mA^ 

cmCkicago  packet — Skirmisher  betwentk^i4^f9i0r 

.    ricans  and  Indixms^-^A^ecdote  of  the  Am^wtui^ 

^    captain  M^Cullochr^Ge^eralH^U^s  disappsffifr 

. ' .  men^^  q>^d  his  return  40  the  American  tefritmsjf 

^^The^rst  battle  If etween>  the  British,  and  Wm^ 

.  ficofiSr-Scalpstalfini'  ffy  the  jfyi^emgt^jfnilHf^ 

Jbando^i^i^i^JFort  Qbin^or-^Gmeral  ^rj^d^ 

a4mnoi  to  D^troii^^he  swrend^r  rf^lf^tvpf 

;  .p^tqnt.p^tt  and.  tJi^.wkfilfi  of  the,  MifM§ii^ff^r 

tito^^f-^Geiu^qi  Hunt's  irml-^£ffeit»  ^Jbfk  kifi^ 

.    ff  G^troif  fin  tJy^  mbin^tM^  fFashif^fto^tm^ir 
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J^9  mtf  Canadian  frantic  was  ottfortiiiiately 
destined  to  bear  the  brunt  of  the  war  declared 
against  us  by  the  Ignited  States^  it  will  be  assist- 
ing tke  reader  to  give  a  brief  account  of  the 
towns  and  military  posts  distributed  along"  the 


(BflrtGDiKiye  stream  of  water,  through  the  middle  Hf 

vrkieb  tbe  boundary  line  runs.  '^ 

The  most  remote  piece  of  water  Oil  this  ffon^ 

tier,  worthy  of  notice,  is  Lake  Superior ;  a  col- 

ketion  of  fresh  water  unequttUed  by  any  iiponf 

Ike^^Me  of  thegkMbie«    Ledie  Superior  i^^f  a  tri-^ 

aagalar  ibrm,  in  leikgth  381,  in  bresidtb  IBl^ Und 

in  eircttmfereiice,  llfis  mile»«    Awong' ifts  seve<*' 

ral  islands  is  ^ne  nearly  two^thirds  as  lafrge  as 

Aeisland  of  Jaimaica ;  bat  neither  its  iskimk  tior 

ills' shares  can  yet' boast  of  inhabitants.     Out  of 

Lake  Superior  a  ^ery  rapid  current  flows,  <rrer 

imniiense  masses^  of  rock,  aloiig  a  chalnnel  37' 

miles  iii  extent,  called*  St.  Mary^s  fiver,  into' 

Lake  Huroni  at  the  head  of  which  is  the  Britisli 

iikmd  of  St.  Joseph,  containfing  a  sMall*  garri* 

sottv     This-  post'  is  tiMrly  1700  miles  from  the* 

lowest  te4egraph*station  on  the  St.  LaWfence, 

aadabout ^3000  miles  frotoi  its  month. 

Lake  Huron  isin  length  from  west  to  easf^31S, 
iabveadth  180^  and  in  cireun^renee,  thfough 
itainomerous  ^rvatares,  819  miles.  £xeep t  the^ 
island  of  St.  Joseph,  and  one -Or  tint)  trading 
eMteblishnfemi;i» belonging  to  the  norttUWiiM^comK 
pauy,  the  ^ores  of  this  lake,  also,  are  in  a  state  of 
n^ture^  Lake  Michigan  is  connected  with  i^o 
JHttron^at  ite  western  angle,  by*  a  <hoiit  aiidwtdl^ 
stsalt;  in  the  centre  of  which  is^  the  aslaod^ft^ 
BAkhilimHciniac,  bitengipg  to  the  United  £ta^es. 
This  island  is  alMHit  nine  miles  iq  cireikm^enoe ; 
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^udi  upoa  sOm^  very' high  ground^  haa  a  fort»  ia 
which  a  garrison  iu  nxaiataiiied.  The  distaaba 
fi^oni  MlebiUdiacifiac  to.  St.  Joseph's  is  47  miles. 

l^ke  lyiii^higan^  which,*  in  length  from  north 
W  south,  is  90it,  in  breadth  55,  and  in  circiim- 
ference  731  miles,  belongs  wh^llj  to  the  United 
States,  the  boundary  line  passing  from  Lake  Sn^ 
perior,  along  the  centre  of  Lake  Huron,  in  .a 
southerly  direction,  to  the  entrance  of  the  riyer 
St.  Clair.  This  river  fiow^  for  60  miles,  till  it 
ei^pands  into  a  small  circular  lake^  about  Sft 
miles  in  diameter^  and  named  after  itself.  The 
beautiful  river  Thames,  in  Upper  Canada,  Ofena 
into.Lake  St.  Clair;  from  which  lake  thestremsv 
a$  the  river  Detroit,  in  width  from  one  to  three! 
nules,  and  navigable  for  vessels  drawing  not  more 
thlMi  14  feet  water,  pursues  a  course  of  40  mi]M 
into  Lake  Erie. 

Upon  the  western  side  of  the  river.  Detroit,  ia 
$ituate  the  American  town  of  that  nsune;  con« 
taining  about  200  houses,  and^.  among  its  pub« 
lie  buildings^  a  strong  fort  and  military  works. 
4kb6at  three  miles  below  Fort«JDetroit,  upon  the* 
opposite  side  of  the  river,  is  the  British  village^ 
of  Sandwich,  containing. about  40  houses;  and^ 
16  miles  lower,  and  within  three  of  the  moatit 
of  the  river,  is  the  British  village  of  Amb^ensrt'« 
burg,  containing  about  100  houses,  and  a  fort, 
where  a  small  garason  is  usually  stationed,  and 
where  our  principal  vessels  for  the  service  of  Lake 


B«te<B^m  btiilt.    The  dist&niMi/fibtt  Qrieb^ttf 

The  Anaerican  village  of  Brownstown,  stands 
0pfM»sit€^t9  thai  l^U^i^^  .        J     ^ 

Lake  Erie;  h^m  ite  south-west  end^  is  in  length 
$9^15' in  breadth ^6^,  and  in  eircutnferehce  658 
nriles.  Its  greatei^t  dejrth  of  water  is  between 
40  aqd  45  fathoms;  but  a  ierj  rooky  bbttontf 
rondei^  the  anchorage  unsafe  in  blowing  wea- 
ther. Bxcept  Amherstburg,  the  British  have  no 
]iaiiK>r  bir  naval  depdt  upon  Lake  Erie ;  while 
the,  Americans  have  two  or  ihree  excellent  oii^. 
Pre9qi!ule  harbor  is  situate  on  the  isou them  side 
of  the  lake,  not  far  fVom  the  entrance  to  the^ 
Nittgarsi:  It  is  a  sa^fe  station,  but  has  a  seven-! 
feet  bar  atiti^  entrance;  as,  indeed,  have  all  the 
otker  harbors  on  this  lake,  ']^he  tbwn,DiniedEriey 
is  situate  on  the  south  side c^  the  harbor,  and  bon^^ 
tainsr  about  90O  houses,  besides  several  stored 
hotfses,  and  a  dodk^yard,  at  which  the  Americans 
built  their  Lake  i^e  ile^t.    To  the  Eastward 

of' the  towii  stands  a  strong  batterj;  and,  on 
the  point  of  the  peninsula  forming  the  har- 
bor, a  block-house,  for  the  protection  of  this 
naval  depdt.  ^  The  Americans  have  also  a  strong 
battery  and-  a  block^hduse  at  the  mouth  o£ 
another  harbor,  named  Put-in-Baj,  situate  at 
tbe  opposite  end  of  the  lake.  Most  of  these 
Works  have  been  consti^ucted  since  the  com-- 
mencement  of  the    war.     The   rivers .  Raisin, 
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Stodtiakyi  asA  Mmmt^  th«  iseen^  of  innporteit 
openitiftBs  during  the  w«r»  d&ckarge  ,tllMM«l«|i 
iato  Lake  Erie.  .       .      ; 

On  the  north-western  side  of  the  ent ranee,  to 
the  Niagara  river,  stands*  at  a  distance  <if  A65 
miles   from    Quebec,    the   British    FbrttEtfiitor; 
when  the  war  commenced,  without  a  canibon 
nounted    upon  it,   and;  at  best,  a  rirjrAnr 
considerable  vrork ;  as  maj  be  coiiceiyed»  when  an 
American  general  tan  declare  that,  in  July  1814^ 
it  *^  was  in  a  defenceless  eondition/^*    The  wvii4 
f$ri,  is,  indeed,  wery  yaguelj  applied  thrtfugb'i 
out  the  British  provinces,  f be  Canadians  uMaUy 
ealting  by  that  natne  any  building  surtooilded 
by  a  palisade, ,  as  a  protection  Irom  the  Indihsiisl 
Although  ndt  a  cannon,  perhaps,  wta  ever  seen 
^ithln  miles  of  the  spot.    NeUt ,  to  the  «aaie:oite 
let  irom  Lake  £rie  is  Buffiiloe  Qteek>  on  the 
bl>rder  of  which  stands .  the  Atnerican*  viltege  o£ 
Buffaloe,  and  beyond  it,  about  twomllea.  Black 
Rock,  where  there  is  a  b^Cery,  ^nd  a  fersy^ 
about  800  yards  across,   to  BertiQ  |a   Upper 
Canada. 

The .  Niagara  proceeds,  at  a  quick  rate,  pasi; 
several  small,  and  one  large  island,  c^led  Ghmnd 
isle^  ten  miles  long ;  about  two  miles  below: 
which,  on  the  American  side,  and  distant  twot 
miles  from  the  falls,  is  the  site  of  Foirti-SchloA-i 
ser.f    At  about  the  same  distance,  from   the 

•  Wilkinson's  Memoirs,  Vol.  I;  p.  647.        f  Sec  Pkte  L  . 
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bkWs^  6»  tke  0(>pofitte  side,  itaiidibg  im- 

BOitkemi  bank  ^f^tbc  tivto.  €lfi|ifiev«a#r,  ^i^^liM 

Bffitish  viUargB  of  tile  same  !  iiaine^  distatit  iflota 

Fovt'EH^  IT'iiilesi    Chtpfseiiarf  constKtft^dbktfly 

of  aitot)e4iDiiM8;  >and  aeav  ii;  i^'  a'sniAU.«laolaidkd 

vod(,  €»llfld'Fwt-Glttpp6way>'   Atth^'distaiioa 

•£«S8  mika  from  the  entradee  to  the^  Niagatv^i^ 

Goatwisteflid^  abaat  half  aumle  kmg;  andiivbieh* 

extei^at  to  this:  precipiee  that  gii^  wik  ti  4hrf 

telabntted  faUs;     The  lavgM'  hodf  6f  ivatw 

floiraiUolnraeii  Uppmr  Camla  ai(d-Goat4slaiMl? 

attthe  upper'eiid4>f  tffaicb  tbebtrokenwiatepj  on 

tapklsj  oomaienoa.     fiEere  Urn  sttf^stm  paases  «Mi 

bodi  aidi^  of  the  island^  oTer<  a  bed<  of  racks  lad 

precipices,  with  astonishiiig  JBapidit}^ ;  HAly  kaf^ 

mg  deMeaded  QMure  thaa '  fiO<  A^ti  i^lithedis- 

tance^of  fhalf  amUe^  it  falls^iOti  the  Btitii^  dsida 

yei,  and:  QB  tha  Now  York -sido  '162^  leet  per^ 

pea^olar.l^-  -     .1  r,  ,     :.   -  u..  -     r.. 

JStooi  di^  cataract. the  tirti  is  a'codtitiued'ni^ 

pid,  ffafiitf  a  BAiIe  i»  width,  fi)r  abdut  faerea  n^si 

M IImsj point  .stand,  opposite  itpaaah. others  the 

villages  of  Qoeenstowa  and  Lewista^A^Bif .  /Phci 

latMc,  sitaate  upon  the  Anieriaari  side^  j^aii^ 

tsaaed,  tiU  doitrojad  as  a  retaliatory *ineasim; 

beftH'eea.40imd  flO  bouses^  the  foraiilsrilMis  slill 

lewaiaitig  about  IS  heynes,  'with  stores  <for  igQ^^ 

▼emmeBt,  barraek^,  wharf,  ^e.     Aboui>  three 

miles  from  Qaeenstown,  upon  the  banks  of  a 

«  See  Plato  h 
E  2 
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rtreani,  edied  the  Fdur-mile  cred:^  where  it 
•rtMes  the  road  leadiD;  to  tlie  bead  of  Udbe 
Oatario,  is « the  Tillage  of  StJ  DaridV; /wbicli 
eOntaiDe«  or  rather  did  contain  till.Tis&tadhj^thfl 
Aiaeffieaas,  about  40  hoases. '  At;ab<mtbiKiiuAeo 
and  a  bialf  from  Qaeen(rtowi»,  aear  to  ibe  yvwr 
side^flitaadstfae  Biiitiah  Fort*Geopge,^oo^slariltiteiii 
of  eartbera  ranpai^aadpsiliftadeeoldfy  cedar^ 
to  wiadiia  l^htediOandle  would  set  fiiie«  -it 
momiledi  wh^i  the  war  eoitimeBted,  ho  hea¥ie» 
Botetet  than  £K>pouiideri,  'and  ^hoseiee^dtomed 
for  being  hmey^conAed*  About  half  a*  mile;  be^ 
low  FoclrGeorg!^,  and  close  to  the  bordeia  of 
Lahe  0»tario».  is  the  site  of  the  oiiee  beauti&if 
oa(pl^  fltouf lining  TiUaige  of  l<ewarfc«^ 

.  Pirectlf  oppo^te.to  Newark^  dpM  a  neck  el 
biid  pityeetiilg  partly  across  the  rooiith  of  the 
ri,^erj  which  is  here  875  yards  in  widths  staada the 
American  fort  of  Niagara.*  1 1  was  tiusl t  by  the 
Fffiteh  in  1761 ;  takeaby  us  in  1740 ;  aad^  along 
with  sovieral  other  .frontier^posts,  ceded  to  -the 
Umted  9tatet  in  1794:  and^  tlnnigh  agai|rtdk«te, 
ha&  again  been  ceded  to  the  srme  power.  Bort- 
Nii^ra^  unlike  uny  of  the  Canadian  forts  along 
that  frontier,  is  a  regular  fortifieation,  buil^t  of 
stcaici  on.the  land*side,  with  hreast^works,  ^aiMl 
every  necessary  appendage.  It  mounts  between 
SO  and » 30  heavy  pieces  of  ordnance,  andoon* 
tains  a  fiurAace  fw  (leating  shot. 

*  See  Flttte  L  . 
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The  «trait  of  Niagara  is  about  36  *  miles  in 

length ;  and  its  shores,  on  both  i^ides^  were>  more 

or  less,  tlie  soened  of  active  warfare  during  the 

^Ifole  period  of  hostilities.    Lake  Ontario^  t6 

wbieh  the  strait  leads,  is  in  length;  frote  W^wt  to 

east,   171,  in  breadth  50,  and  in  circutnfeirenc^ 

407  miles.    The  depth  of  water  varies  iMieli ;  it 

being  in  some  places  three  or  four,  in  otb^r  50 

^s^homs:  towants  the  centre  300  fathoms  of  fine 

bave,  it  is  said,  hot  found  the  bottom*    York 

hwbor  lies  on  the  north-side  of  Lake  OntkHo; 

WB  iiearij  circular^  of  about  a  mile  and  a  half  ih 

diametm',  and  formed  by  a  mirrow  peninsula 

extending   to  Gibrahar^pmnt,  upon  vrhieh  A 

bioclc^house  has  been  erected.    The  town,  whieh 

iatiie  infant  eapital  of  Vpp%r  Camlda,  is  in  lat, 

4ratf  north,  and  long.  79*  SO' west,  distant  frdm 

Bmrt*Niagafa,  by  water  '30,  and  by  land  about 

dO* miles.    The  plot  of  ground  marked  out  for  it 

extends  aboat  a  mile  and  a  half  along  the  nortb-- 

Side  of  the  harbor ;  but^  at  present,  the  number 

of  bouses,,  a  y^ry  ftiw  of  which  iare  of  brick  or 

steoii,  does  not  exceed* 800.    The  pubUc  build* 

iagiicensistHof  a  government-bouse,  the  house  of 

wembLy^  a  eha^eb,  eourt*house,  and  a  gaol, 

witfi*  ttumeroiis  etores  belonging  to  government. 

Tbe^barradLs  are  situate  at  the  diMance  ef  two 

miles  tot  the  westward  of  the  town,  and  are  pro« 

teeted  fay  asumll  tottery  and  two  bloek-houses ; 

which  also  serve^  aided 'by  the  block-house  at 
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Gil;»i:«l^rfpoint9  to  4efepd  tHe  wtraaoe'oflllie 
ibvbor.  •    ..  •        . 

M  /  ^iiig$t()Q->barbor  issituMe  at  the  easteratex*' 
itreq^Uj, ,of.  L^ke  Oot^rio*  ItocftoteHis  gobd 
;»nf^ra^  in. three  £athoai&  iv^tet;  ari4l&.d#^ 
leaded  .hy  a  »maU  bn^ttefy  of  9-poQnffer$!  cm 
Missi^fi&^arpoiat,  and  iiootlier,  of  tke  savM^Jinetnl 
/chiefly,  .op;  Point  pred^iick*  The  towtt^*  whicll 
as  the,  )9%«rsA  jmd  most  populous  in  the  ufi^r 
frpyincj^,  fpOfMain6  about dTOhotises;  indludiag 
sereraVVuildiogs  and  stores  belonging  ta'goi 
;^f  rpmei^4  Its  distenoe  from  Yotkis  141^^  iwm 
j\lpi^ta:^l,  io  ae^  opposite  direetion^  JSS,  mod 
^omiQoebeo*378  miles.  Opposite  to,  .aad^diB^ 
l&ai^  ^boat  half  a  nMe  from  the  tsifi^n,  ie^a.lotig' 

a 

lovf  p^nenla,  lfi[>ramig  thef  ureft-side  of  Nfannfr 
B?jr,  the  prineipalviiiital  depdt  edfthefivitisb  e^ 
^ifi  -lake,  9nd  \there  -  iJde  ships  of  war  nrere  eon^ 

ftroc^fdt   .»,•.•  .•^'  ^' 

. .  Of  :th0  ^ Atpofiticsin  military  ipoats'on< Lal»;€hi<« 
tario9;.th€)  |>i9iicip0l  one  da  Saokettfs^BeMMt^.^ 
dist^nit  fi^iii  ^ItiqgstOo,  <by./the.'ship«ichaMRisi  dA 
VHP^^*'  W^sbfiill  defer  afty  farther*  desdriptMH 
^i^  t^  js^  j^pfvt^nt  po$t^  an  iweU  is«s  of  sermai  D«h!« 
A pai,eri(^$>.  stations -ttpoiB  Ldke  Oatavibl^MMl 
al^qg  t^Q  frontier  to  thtl  eastwatd,  iwtfl'so«ielab«*' 
tjioA  ^  oiilitary  eiireitt  bringfii  them  ibto  ndticb. 
Tl^  line  ftf ;  denaakatio'a,  irs^clltng  all  thersifiMf 
fronrtfa^  itpfier  lakei^enteiil  the  Utet  Cstkihi^i, 
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SMf^aob^'or^  as  moiie  ^ommtolj  eaDedvSt.  Law- 
i^ce;  down  whose  course  it  proceeds  as  Art  as 
St.  'Regis>  distamt  about  109  miles  from  Kinfgs** 
toil,  where  it  strikes^  due  east  across  the  coantr^, 
aldftg  tfae^iallel  of  45^,  till  it  reaches,  at  adis* 
tande  of  147  miles,  -  the  west  bank  of  the  river 
Conftecticiit  in  the  United  States. 
'  ^be  instant  the  war  became  known  at  New 
York,  some  British 'mevcbants  of  that  citj  des* 
jfiatdied  esipMssee  to  Queenstown  in  Upper,  and 
MctetresA^in  ^  Lower  Canada*  According  to  ail 
Aonerioan  editon '  the  Qoeenstown  messenger^ 
deserifbed  as  d  asative  of  Albany,  told  his  conn- 
trymen,  on  the  way,  that  he  was  proceeding  with 
the  news'toFort  Niagara;  and  obtained,  in  con^ 
sequence,  every  facility  that  money  and  horses 
eottid  aflbrd  him.  Thus,  through  private  chan- 
nels, notice  of  tbe  WUrveiK^hed  QoeenstQi^n  and 
MMtreal  in  silt,  abd  Olt^cin  eight  days  after 
it  had  been  declared ;  whi<A  was  fortunate,' as^  by 
sofnetkimccountable  accident,  the  oilciai  n^tjffi* 
<»ti6n  from  the  British  niiaister  at  Waskingtoii 
didiBot  aniVc^  at  Qaet^e  till  some  weeks  had 
^Utj^i^i  At  tbisitittie^  the  Btitish  ve^lar  force 
in«tHe''Catiadas  c6nsi^ed  of  the  8tb,  41st,  4JMk 
M  W^Kh  rej^imebts,  a  small  detachment  cif  jar^ 
flHMy,  «he  lOlh  Rsyttl  Vekmti  Battiilion,  and  tUe 
CMfedi&n^, '  Ni^wibuiidkinili  and  Giengary  Fen^ 
jCiMea;  ^kn^ubtii^,  i«r  the  Wb^,  to  4,460^  mem 
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These  urece  distributed  along  the  differtnt:  ^Mtf 
froni.  the  telegraph  station^  aboiil;  5UM<  milesij^^i^ 
low:  .Qll^b€«,  to:  St,  Joseph's,  but  so  nhe^9}}y 
divid^>  that,  in  the  upper  province,.  ]i¥hof«  fr^ut 
extends  to  u^rlv  13Q0,AUt  of  the  1700  mil^i  thf^re 
were  but  14£(0  men ;  and  the  rertrictefl  j^avi^tjoja 
of  the  St.  Lawrence^  by  the  time  smf  suo^ivim 
could  arrive  from  England^  left  no  bope^.qf  a 
reinforcement  previous  to  the  ending  sumni^^  / 
Msfjor-general  Brock,  the, president  of  IJpp^ 
Canada,  was  at  York  when  the .  n^jws;  €|f  war 
reached  him.  He,. with  his  accustomed  alacrity, 
sent  immediate  notice  of  it  to  lieutenant^colonel 
St.  Qeorge  commanding  a  small  d^tafDhment  <^ 
tnn^  at  Amherstburg,  and  to  captain  Roberts 
commanding  part  of  a  company  of  the  IQth  U.  V* 
Battalion  at  St*  Joseph's,  A  second  defp?^  to 
the  last-named  officer  contained  the  majoiivgenef 
ral's  orders,  that  he  should  .adopt  th^  most  p;rn^ 
dei|t  measures,  either  for  oflfence  or  d^fe^cet 
Captain  Roberts,  accordingly,  op  the .  day  suc^ 
ceeding  the  arrival  of  his  orders,  embarl^^d  mtf\ 
45  officers  and  men  of  the  lOtb  Royal  Ve;(ef^ii 
Battalion,  about  ]80  Canafdiaw,  983  Indiaitf» 
and  two  iron  6*potinders,  to  attack  the  Ani^rir 
can  fort  of  MichiUmacinac*  This  force  ireache4 
the  island  on  the  following  m9iwiqj| ,  A  sumiiiQns 
was  imnwdiately  sent  in, ;  and. thp  fort  of  Michili** 
macinam  with  a^ep  ixie90s.,«f  cirdmince^  aii4 


m^BihV  BRITAIN  4kN0  AMBBICA^  SJ 


01  ,p(l^v^,md  pri^irtfft  lOC  the'  rl^to4  ^t^K^es 

4iQp  c^  b]f>ad  luMrmg  heem  cfpilt.  ^  .  f 

Tk^  editor  of  the  v"/|JUtory  ipf  ;tbe  W:ir,^ 
,whikr  he  admits  tliat  ^^  ^vf^y  poisfible  prepara- 
tMHi'WW  9ad|e  by  thegfirrisoa  to  se|5i$t  an  att^k/' 
describes . tbf^  foi^ceiundjef: Captain  Roberts  a» 
^^  r^iilfr  tfoqps4Q;  .Canadian  militia  360 ;  In-* 
cUiMis  715;''  Here  thei  r^gulArs  are  correctly 
enumerated;  but  their  inconsiderable  number 
taught  Dr.  Smith  a  pri^f^rable  method  of  stating 
^|ie  Britisb  force*  H^  lumps  the  whole  together 
ihus  tr-*^  ijegplar  troops,  Canadian  militia,  and 
Indians/ amounting  tQ.l,OOQ  men;"  and  omit$ 
nut  t0  ad49  tji^t  they  w§re  5'  furnished  with  every 
implement  Ipr  the  complete  iair^stment  and  siege 
of  tbe  pku^e/'t — 'Lieutenant  Hanfcs  states,  that 
he  .^^Juid  aafticipated''.  the  declaration  of  war:;]; 
in  &et,  tfifre !  is  no  doubt  tbat  h^>  in  Qommon 
vfJKh,  tke  ^other  American  commanders  at  th§ 
posts  along  the  ^ntier,  had  been  instructed  to 

^acpactit^- .  /.     »     .  .  •  •      , 

The.  misuadersta^ding  that  had,  for  several 
years,  .subsisted  between  Great  Britain  and  the 
.United  States,  and  the  receqt  broils  between  th^ 
]4tt0f  andthe  Indiims  on.  the  Wabash,  had  occa* 
iHOiied  aeomiiderable  augmentation  of  the  milik 

« 

;     rfr  Hkt  of  Ike  Unitek'SMDH  Y^oh  III.  p.  t77, 
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tary  force  ^f  the  United  States.  Since  emtiy  'ih 
the  month  of  May^  brigadier-general  Hidl  had 
been  despatched  with  a  force  to  the  north-west ; 
and  was  invested  with  discretionary  powerfei  to 
invade  Canada  from^  Detroit^  immediately  oh 
receiving  inteltigetice  of  the  war,  then  resolved 
to  be  declared  against  Great  Britain.  'This 
army,  2,500  strdng,  arrived  at  Detroit  oh  the 
6th  of  July,  to  be'  in  readiness  for  the  eoAtem^ 
plated  invasion. 

Every  preparation  having  been  made,  not 
omitting  a  proclamation  to  the  Canadians,^  sent 
purposely  from  Washington,  the  eWbarkatioil  of 
the  troops  took  jplace  on  the  IStb.  The  amsy 
landed  on  the  opposite  or  Canadian  side  of  the 
Detroit ;  and,  after  a  short  cannonade^  took 
possession  of  the  defenceless  village  of '^ndwich; 
situate  about  two  miles  withm  the  phe^ince. 
The  few  militia^  there  statfotied,  had  pre^viyasly 
retired,  carrying  with  them  the  most  valuable 
of  the  stores,  to  Amherstburg.f    -      «  ''    ' 

X    Lieutenant-colonel  St.  George,  inspectitig'fieM* 

•     •     -  ,        .  . 

officer  of  the* district,  commanded  at  this  p^st; 
having  under  his  orders  a  subaltern's  dei^cbtnent 
bf  iartillery;  about  100  of  the  4l8t  regiment,'  806 
nritttia,  andabont  ISOlndiaas,  nnderl^oamseh^ 
The  timely  notice  of  the  war,*  sent  by^  major- 
general  Brock,  enabled  the/lieuteii£^ntfCc4onel^ 
early  in  July^  to  iAten0^|>f,  as  •  she 'ivas  ^ entering 

♦App.  No.  4.  tSefe^.  4€r'    - 


Vi9iMki  iir«r,  the  AiMrioan  Cbtoago  paeket^ 
lifwrin^  aa  lioard  tlie  tN*gg«fe.  a^d  hospital  ^t0eesi» 
«jid  aa  officer  and  90  Tiwn»  4»f  gen^sal  i  Huirs 

Inalead  «f  prooeedtng  sif^mt  Amhacatbiirg, 
wkioh  would  ha^re.  isijj&a  .an  .easy  prey  ;to.  so 
pojvrer£iil-a>liirce^  aod  proved  an  impartaot  aOr 
q«ssajHon  to  the  American  ciiasei  geiieval  Hull 
nmainiBd  ia  .the  nd^hbonffhood  of  Sandwich, 
carrying  on  an  excursive  war  by  detached  partiea, 
aai«  thfough  them,  dooa^ionally  rfciMAioitring 
tiie  JBNritiah  outposts:  in  the  neighb<turhood. 
k  A^oompany  of  the  British  4l64  regimenti 
ykf^nt  6[>jmU«ia,  and  a  party  qf  Indians,  beiag 
pdsfsd  JMU'^a  bfidge^  cntesing  :the  . river. ^la* 
CaiidBr«fa^  fomt  asilea  fiNHnr  Amhemtbqrg,  an  Aine«' 
rteiai  ret<>aaMtriog  party,  com^sting  ^  about 
aMi^npttn^.^  under  c^kifuel  Casa,, advanced,  oU  the 
hf/lb^d  iiilyyito  aiplaae,  <tibtant  about,  a  mile 
Iroife  iBbe  bmlge^ ^  .  To.  induce,  the  Americans  to 
approaehfltHe-'ilQBition'  oecupied  by  the  Brijtish 
regfilamtaad  Mliliia,  150  Indiaiis  were  sent  aemss 
the;  fabid^dL  .  A  teompaqy '  -oi  Ameniean  i  riflemeo, 
€KiiMediled/indi»WoQii  tystiSkirt^  the  plioie,  im-* 
mcdialislff;  firod  4ipani  the/ Indians,  killing  ooe^ 
aAd<WDmidiQgt'twoi':..Afrt0r  scalping:' 'the  dead 
Im^afl^iAbftiAmeiaean  force  was  no  iniuiie  seipn. 
Na!|}^sttU9ketf;a3iitiired  by  the  Indians,  nor  weta 
the^itegulara  ofitiiililnaiitt  any  inayi^higiged  ;  jt^t 
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an  American  editoir'truiiipsup  a  story  of  ^eolonel 
Cass  inrving  ^'  driT«n  the  41st  regime0t  aiMl 
soine  Indians  more  than  half  a  mile,  ivhen  die 
darkness  of  the  night  made  further  progress 
hamrdons  f '  and  adds : — ^^  The  colonel  was  con* 
tent  to  possess  the  bridge  and  some  adjoining 
^ousfes  until  morning,  when^  after  recoanoitrkig 
the  neigbbonrhood,  and  not  finding  the  eneibj^ 
he  commeneed :  his  vetnrn  to  the  oamp  at  Simd** 

On  the  19th  a  second  reeonnoitring  part}% 
consisting' of  150  men  of  the  Ohio  yokinteen^ 
and  a  detachment  of  artillery,  with  two  pieces  of 
cannon,  under  the  command  of  colonel  M^Ar* 
thar,  returned  to  the  ground  abandoned  by 
colonel  Cass ;  but  who,  with  100  men,  soon  ailier^ 
wards  joined  M'Arthur's  detachment.*  Of  a 
small  look-out  party  of  the  41st  regiment,  sent 
across  the  Tery  bridge^  which  colonel  Cass  bad 
been  *^  content  to  possess;^  but  too  much  Anr« 
ried  to  dertroy,  two  privates^  who  behaved  like 
noble  fellows,  were.wonnded  and  taken  pri« 
sowers.  Upon  the  bcidge  the  British  had  two 
light  field^pieces^  with  the  iire  from .  wbieh  thejr 
disabled  one  ,&£  the  American  g<ms;  add  diom 
the  Americans  into  the  plane ;  but  w^re  too  in- 
ferior in  force  to  pursue  them»  -  The  Ameriten 
editor j  concealing  that fmy  artiUery  wbs  engaged 
on  his  side,  Iras  multiplied  the  British  gune  firom 

•  SketdiGS  of  ikt  War,  p.  %%, 


two  W^mx^  Mid,  itt  des{lite  of  difiOaiwe  and  fihoal 
lri«etv  bvbiigbt  to  the  spot  the  British  :  skip 
t«O^Mii.Charliitteiofi20gang/'^  After  stirtiiig 
thaib  ^^4he  chief)  Tecirai«eh,  eelebrated  ibriUib 
dexteritf  tivithtitbeitoa^ihMrk  aadrtfie)  iiMra*. 
^  bead  (tf  the  Indiaas,''  Mri  Thomson  g«aitel^ 
piOdoaBtesri  ¥  tb^  escape.:  of.  M^Artbur  and^  hfs 
eoBi|Mmioos'''-aB-*^ti>uty(rairaculoai^/^<^  I 

'  vThe  Ameiicaa  general^  in  expeelaiioi^  t4iat 
IM  Ohio  rbluHtoers,  unAer  the  comiiKiDd  of 
eaptinA  Brush,  were  waitiog  at  the  rtTidrRaisiii^ 
^  milcB  ofiV  with  a  quantilij  ef  ^  pro>4»ibnii  for 
thb4irai^y''deii|ii«liehed  major  Vafihortie^^witli  000 
men^t  *  tO'  meet  smd  esoort  the  r^lweeoieb^t  to 
ite  deslanatiob*  Fortunately;  the  major  encoitn« 
teeedt  ^n  bis  second  dag^^'s  march,  near  Browiiik^' 
town,  70  Indians,  under  the  brave Teeoimsbb^  ib 
ambuscade.  The  latter  fired,  and,  according  to 
tlie  American  accounts,  liill^d  twenty  men,  in* 
dudingcapUiins'M^Colloch,  Beetler,  Qiicrease, 
and  Ubry ;  and  wounded<^titne.  Tecumseh  and 
his  70  Indians,  with  the  loss  of  only  one  man 
killed,  drote  these  300. Americans  before  them, 
Ibraevien  miles,  and  took  possession  of  the /mail 
they  were  eseovtiiig.  Whcsn  the  American  force 
first  appeared  in  sight,  Tecumseh  sent  an  expresa 
td  the  river  ^ux  Canards^  for  captain  Muir  and 
hisooiApany.    But  captain  Muir  had  been  de«: 

•  SkeUihei  of  (lie  War,  p.  d3.        f  Hint,  of  the  Wer^  p.  40. 
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tacbed,  aerofn  the  itMr,  to  a  spot'threeaultt'liia^ 
yaad  Amberstborg.  Being  wliered  bj!  caplani 
Afoeklercrf  the  Newfoandland  Fencdblesy  MpdMitt 
Mliir  babtened  back ;  and,  le-crCMHing  tbe  mah 
arrived  at  BrAwnstaMinai'  ymt  a»  thd  affinr  eadad^ 
Net  a  wbke  man  was  eagi^^;/yet  baifi  tiit 
Aiiieoricaii  ciditom  laagsifiedb  T^eoteseh^a^liMlf 
party  into  ^^  a  reij.  snpermr  force  of >n^ffilaf9 
and  Indiaas/'  One  editor  sajra,  V  Tbe  ^ill6le 
detachflsient  retreated  in  gie«ft  diaoiditlri  Md 
OQold  not,  hy  any  exertion  of  w^|M  ¥a»UDftt| 
be  rallied  ;^^  another  My%  ^.tbey  fled  .wkAt 
precipitatioa  ;^^  and  a  third  edfitOTt  andJhe^wbo 
alone  ha»»  in  direct  contradiction  tn  tho  (^Mid 
aeconnt,^.  ventured  to  red»oc^  nii||or  YwnhMruh 
command  to  ^'  ISQ  men/^  mye:— r'^Tor  tbe 
AnifAricans.  tbe  odds  were  fearful,  but,  after  an 
obstiaate  resistance,  they  succeeded  in  making 
unorderiff  reireaV-^  Here  is  confusion  {  *  ti 
Among  the  numerous  anocdotes* which  contri* 
bttjie  to  fill  the  pages  of  the  Amecieaa  biitoBica, 
the  following  most  authrtitic  one  no  wbere  a|i4 
pears4 — In  tbe  podket  of-  captain  M'€nHoi>h^«of 
the  American  army,  killed  in  this  affair  with  the 
Indians,  was  found  a  letter  addressed  to  bia  wife; 
in  which  this  humane  indivklual,  this  <K0Sieer' of 
a  natioii  daunting  itself  to  the  ^i>rld  as  a  paCtem 
of  civilizatioO,  states  that,  on  the  15th  of  ivif\ 

,  *  Ap^  N)o/i^.  f  Sketchea  of  4be  Wai^,  p*  %6. 


k#  kUkd  an  I»diaiiy*>  and  \mi  the  plMtfUM*  of 
tMring  tbt  wftlp  from  tbahead  of  the  savi^  with 
Iris  <tMth'!«^We  maj  presome  that^  had  tiiis  ex*> 
phNt  'bMa  peirforaied  in  Decemhei^  instead  dt 
JPaly,  the  bkiody  tMpfay  itself  iironld  hav^  beeil 
iKMmd  iii  the  other  pocket,  ready  to  acdOMpaiiy 
the  l^ter^  as^  a  stiU  more  deleetabld  present  to 
th#  lAmeriean  ladj.      -  '     ;  *   ?      ^ 

The  >£itt  of  Miehtttniaeinae  had,  to  lise  ge^^ 
neral- Hulf's  language,  ^*  opened  the  northern 
hiv€^  ol'ltftdiamP'ttpbn  him;  and  he  was  in^ 
dMf^ed/fVdtn^  bis  i^iar^,  greatly  to  nmgnify  ^'  the 
rel^foit^tnen«9i  frbm  Niagara'"^  that  had  bbn 
ieiit  to  eotonel  PiiMtor,  who  had  succeeded 
lieatefaaM-^olonel  'St.  George,  at  Atnherstbtirg. 
But  the  worst  of  all  was^  that  the  general^  pro*' 
elamatioil^  *'  so  well  calculated  to  inspire  confi- 
deniDe^'^lind  secure*  the  friendship  y>f  fhtb  Cana^ 
£ans,^f  IM  longer  produced  its  effect.'  The 
promised  *^^protectimi  to  persons,  property,  and 
|$gh^,^^-<wa*  fulfilled  in:  a  Way  that  taughf  the 
fltibjecM  of  Canada  wtaH;  reliance  they  could 
place  upon  repnblicfaii  •  ^nth;  The  inhabitants 
receiTed'^Aroin  their  >  'Hb^fethr^af^^  worse  treattheilt 
than  the  most  •fei^ecious  enemy  could  inflict: 
'l^isi  by : degrees,  opened'  their  eyes;  and,  as 
the  American  general  deplores,  ^^the  des^ertion, 
e^the  (Canadian)  militia  ceased;'^     Much  of 

A  S^  p.  59.  +  Hiit.  of  the  Wur^  p.  Z6* 
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genv»Tfa  Qaiirtf  diiMq[lp<iiiktrif«iit,  mi  doubts  i  MoMI 
{rpw  the  «»lttt»i7  ^^*^'9f.  ik9  oMnuiMQ^piiiMilA* 
inati<ML*i  which .  gen^ml  .^roek,  <m  tlt«;  $1A4  ^<ii( 
J[uly* Mfspiid  lU;  ]^ort><?e««g«v  Th««9!B  «  «iiki|wf«r4f. 
pircpqwttfinjQeH  cof^bioed .  to.  ,rdhAT4  <th< .  ^fM^ 
pl^vi^ce  frow  the  treatf  pf  tl»e.  |Qv«4en(. :  Tkf^ 
general  and  his  powerful  urmy,  ei(V€pt !.  StW 
infantry  and  a  corps  of  artillerists,  )eft  ^iu  ^ 
small  forties^  q|i  the;bAii]Mi  a.  little  bejk>v  Pe- 
^it,  rer crossed  the  river  dwijag  the  tiigh1>.af 
the  7th  ^  Augu^tj  and,  Vy'dajr4)^rfa|^  n^ 
mnming,  wer^  safe^  eili?ari|{H^:  at  (Qetr^it  j  thiW 
{^sban)efi|lly  leafing;  to.  thfir  fal^,'^  myn.^Mr^ 
(y Connor,  in  the  height  of  hia.iiidigllflti^njagi^PMi 
general, HujJ^  '*  the  Caii2|dta<ifi|  who  h94  JWmA 

the  Ai^ericjSMi  st^p^wd/^    .:....  .      .. 

.  The  commuDiqation  which  >had  beeo^  iq»eiied 
hy  the  American  arnay^.hetw^eii  Raisin  Mid  th^Ofe 
present  por»t,  w^^s  shi^t  up  by  thft  iMd^nsk  1% 
was  deemed  indisp^eais^bly  r^iii^lt^  ^hat  it.sbou)^ 
be  re-opened,  or  the.  pi^yistoitts  at  thtt  rivat 
could  never  reach  the  garrisoa;  whidlp,  in  a  f^m. 
days,  would  be  in  want  of  subsist^iice.  Ac^ 
cordingly,  600  men,:f  under  the  coflMmand  of 
lieutenant-colonel  Miller,  accompnoied .  by  b 
detachment  of  artillery  with  two  sixrpoiindei^s^ 
were,  immediately  s^nt  upon  that  service,.  Upon 
the  lieutenant-colonel's    arrival   at   Maguiig^ 

♦  App.  '^  5.        i  Sketches  of  tbe  War,  p.  40. 
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sibotit  14  miles  fVom   Detroit,  and  fbtir  from 

« 

Browiiilto#n,  he  fell  in  with  75  men  of  the  41st 
regiment,  60  militia,  120  Indians  under  Tecum- 
$eh,  stationed  on  the  left  of  the  militia,  and  70 
liidians  frotii  the  lake^  under  Caldwell,  on  the 
r^^ht  of  the  regulars :  the  whole  uhd6r  the  com- 
mattd  of  captain  Muir  of  the  4Ist.  This  force 
one  Ameri(3an  editor  has  augmented  to  200  regu- 
liirs  :a»d  Mo  Indians,  in  order  that  he  might 
mal&e  it-  '^  more  than  one-third  superior'^  to  his 
own,  which  he  has,  in  his  old  way,  reduced  below 
the /number  stated  in  the  official  account.  Nor 
is  there  a  word  of  the  two  6-pounders. 

Ilere  the  first  trigger  was  pulled  between  the 
BriCMi  and  Americans  in  the  late  wan  The 
firing  commenced  on  our  side ;  and,  very  soon 
afterwards,  the  whole  of  the  lake  Indians  fled. 
This  gavis  an  opportunity  to  the  American  troops 
to  ourtflank  the  British  regulars ;  who,  to  prevent' 
b^ttg  surrounded  by  four  times  their  number, 
Tetiredr  bot,'  in  such  order,  that  the  Americans 
dulnot»atte»^  to  follow,  contenting  themselves 
with  firsng  a  Ihw  distant  shots.  The  British  drew 
up  again,  at  a  narrow  way,  within  half  a  mile  of 
^e  seeive  of  'action,  intending  to  dispute  the 
enemy^^  fiastege;  but  he  advanced  lio  further. 
The' British  lost  three  men  killed,  captain  Muir, 
lieattnaM:  Sutherland,  (since  dead,)  and  10  men 
wounded.  The  Americans  hsire  st^ed  the  In- 
dian loss  at.  100  killed,  and  their  own  at  83 
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killed  and  wounded.  CokMiel  MUIer,  emu* 
pletelj  frustrated  in  bia  design  by  the  trifling 
fbrce.  opposed  to  him^  returned  to  Detroit  the 
following  night. 

it  is  perfectly  consistent^  that  the  American 
editor  who  can  make  so  free  with  his  own 
official  accounts  when  they  are  not  aufficicoitly 
extravaigant,  should  here  boast  o£  a  victory.; 
but  who  expected  he  would  resort  to  the  silly 
expedient  of  representing  the  British  r^gnlafs 
as  almost  naked,  and  frightfully  painted,  send* 
ing  forth  such  dreadful  whoops  and  yells,  as 
^^  might  have  appalled  almost  any  other  tro^is,^'* 
than  those,  wbom  Mr.  Tjb<mison  afterwards  dig« 
nifies  with  the  title  of  ^^  herpes  of  Brownstown/^ 
This  ridiculous  stuff  wou)d  excite  oiur  laughter, 
but  that  feelings  of  disgust  and  indignatioii  are 
suddenly  called  forth  by  a  paragraph  in  the 
*^  National  Intelligencer'^,  (the  American  govern* 
ment-paper,)  stating  that,  *^  when,  the  American 
militia  returned  to  Detroit  firom  the  battle  of 
JBrownstown,  they  bore  triumphantly  on  tlie 
points  of  their  bayonets  between  30  and  40 
fresh  scalps,  which  they  had  taken  onthe  fieU^^' 

The  American  captain  Brush,  who  was  stall 
waiting  at  the  river  Raisin  for  an  escort^  re- 
ceived orders  to  remidn,  and  defend  lumielf  at 
that  place,  or  to  proceed  by  an  upper  lonte, 
crossing  the  river  Huron ;  whithier  the.  mi^tia 

*  Skstdiet  of  the  Wsr,  p.  27. 
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(^  Raisin  had  been  ordered  to  attend  him* 
On  the  evening  of  the  13th,  general  Hull 
despatched  colonels  M* Arthur  and  Cass,  with 
400*  of  their  most  effective  men,  by  an  upper 
route  through  the  woods,  to  form  a- junction  witk 
captain  Brush,  and  to  assist  in  the  transportation 
of  the  provisions. 

On  the  same  day  that  the  battle  o^  M aguaga 
took  place,  captain  Heald,  the  American  com- 
miander  at  Fort^  Chicago,  near  the  head  of  Lake 
Michigan,  received  orders  to  abandon  his  posi<^ 
tion*  Aceolrdingly,  on  the  15th,  after  d^Hver* 
ing  to  the  friendly  Indians,  in  conformity  to  hi^ 
instructions,  all  the  goods  in  the  factory,  and 
sueh  provisions  as  could  not  be  taken  away,  and 
destroying  all  the  surplus  arms  and  ammunition, 
he  commenced  bis  march^  with  54  regulars  and 
13  militia,  and  was  escorted  by  captain  Wells, 
of  Fort-Wayne^  and  a  few  Indians  of  the  Mi- 
ami tribe,  sent  thither  for  that  purpose.  The 
Americans  were  afterwards  met  by  a  hostile  band 
of  Indians,  attacked,  ddeated  with  great  slaugh- 
ter, and  made  prisoners.  Captain  Heald  and 
his  lady  fortunately  effected  their  escape ;  and,, 
says  one  American  account,  ^'  procured  a  con- 
veyance to  Michilimacinac,  where  they  were 
politely  received  by  the  commandant,  captain 
Roberts.'^  Mrs.  Heald,  it  appears,  was  wounded 
by  nx,  and  her  huslmnd  by  two  shots. 

*  App.  No.  9. 
P2 
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General  Brock  had  ju^t  arrived  at  Fort- 
George  from  York,  when  he  heard  of  general 
Hull's  invasion.  It  was  his  intention  to  attack^ 
and  there  is  no  doubt  he  would  have  carried, 
Fort-Niagara ;  but,  sir  George  Prevost  not  hav- 
ing sent  him  any  official  account  of  the  war, 
nor  any  order  to  guide  his  proceedings,  the  ge- 
neral was  restrained  from  acting  according  to 
the  dictfLtes  of  his  judgment^  and  the  natural 
energy  of  his  mind.  After  issaing  a  proclama- 
iion,  to  defeat  the  object  of  that  circulated  by 
general  Hull,  jgeneral  Brock  returned  to  York, 
to  meet  the  l^slature  of  Upper  Canada ;  which, 
on  account  of  the  war,  he  had  called  together 
for  an  extra-session*  This  session  was  shorty 
and,  on  the  5th of  August,  the  gieneral  again  left 
York,  for  Fort-George^  and  for  Long-point  on 
Lake  Erie.  On  the  8th  he  embarked  at  the 
latter  place,  with  40  rank  and  file  of  the  41 9t 
regiment,  and  2^  of  the  militiii  forces ;  leaving; 
the  important  command  on  the  Niagara  frontier 
to  his  quarter-master-general,  li6utenant*coloneL 
Myers,  an  able  and  intelligent  officer. 

General  Brock  and  his  little  party  landed  safe 
at  Amherstburg  on  the  evening  of  the  12th ; 
when  that  enterprising  officer  lost  not  a  moment, 
but,  with  the  reinforcement  he  procured  at 
this  place,  pushed  on  for  Sandwich:  Here 
he  found  that  the  Americai^s  had  evaeu^ated  and 
destroyed  a  small  fort  which    they  had  con- 
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structed  sooa  after  their  arrival.  On  the  morn- 
ing of  the  15th  general  Brock  sent  across  a  flag 
of  truce,  with  a  summons^  demanding  the  im- 
mediate surrender  of  the  2:arrison :  to  which  an 
answer  was  returned,  that  "  the  town  and  fort 
would  be  defended  to  the  last  extremity/^  That 
being  the  case,  at  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon, 
the  British  batteries,  which  had  been  constructed 
for  one  18*pounder,  two  12-pounders,  and  two 
5^  inch  howitzers,  opened  upon  the  enemy,  and 
continued  to  throw  their  shells  into  the  fort 
until  midnight.  One  shell  killed  three  or  four 
officers,  and  produced  great  alarm  in  the  garri- 
son. The  fire  was  returned  by  seven  24-poun- 
ders,  but  without  the  slightest  effect. 

At  day-light  the  next  morning  the  firing  re- 
commenced; and  the  mnjor-general,  taking  with 
him  30  of  the  royal  artillery,  250  of  the  4lTst  re- 
giment, 50  of  the  Royal  Newfoundland  regi- 
ment, and  400  militia,  crossed  the  river,  and 
landed  at  Spring-well,  a  good  position,  three 
miles  west  of  Detroit.  The  Indians,  600  in 
number,  under  the  brave  Tecumseh,  had  effected 
their  laiiding  two  miles  below ;  and  they  imme* 
diately  occupied  the  woods  about  a  mile  and  a 
hftif  on  the  left  of  the  army.  The  direction  of 
the  batteries  on  the  opposite  shore  had,  in  the 
mean  time,  been  left  to  an  intelligent  officer. 

At  about  10  o'clock  the  troops  advanced,  in  a 
close  column,  12  in  front,  along  the  bank  of  the 
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river  towards  the  fort,  and  halted  at  aboat  a 
mile  distant :  bj  which  time,  the  Indians  had 
penetrated  the  enemy's  camp.  When  the  head 
of  the  British  column  had  advanced  to  within 
a  short  dista^e  of  the  American  line,  general 
Hull,  and  the  troops  under  his  command,  re« 
treated  to  the  fort,  without  making  any  use  of 
two  24*pounders,  advantageously  posted  on  an 
eminence,  and  loaded  with  grape-shot. 

Just  as  the  British  were  about  to  commence 
the  attack,  a  white  flag  was  seen  suspended  from 
.  the  walls  of  the  fort.  So  unexpected  a  measure 
caused  general  Brock  to  despatch  an  officer^  in 
front,  to  ascertain  the  fact.  Shortly  afterwards 
the  capitulation*  was  signed ;  and  the  fort  of 
Detroit,  its  ordnance  and  military  stores,  a  fine 
veissel  in  the  harbor,  the  whole  north-western 
army,  including  the  detached  parties,  also  the 
immense  territory  of  Michigan,  its  fortified  posts, 
garrisons,  and  inhabitants,  were  surrendered  to 
the  British  arms. 

General  Brock  permitted  the  American  volun- 
teers and  militia  to  return  to  their  homes,  but 
sent  general  Hull  and  the  principal  part  of  th'e 
American  regulars  to  Montreal;  whence  they 
were  afterwards  removed  to  Quebec.  Afiter  issu- 
ing a  proclamation, t  announcing  to  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Michigan,  the  cession  of  that  territory 
to  the  arms  of  his  Britannic  majesty,  and  after 

*  App.  Nos.  6  and  7.  +  Ibid.  No.  8. 
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placing  colonel  Proctor  in  command  of  the  fort 
at  Detroit,  general  Brock  hastened  back  to  Fort- 
George  ;  which  place  he  reached  on  the  34th  of 
the  same  month. 

The  editor  of  the  "  Sketches  of  the  War'*  states 
the  force  of  general  Hull  to  have  been,  at  muster 
on  the  morning  of  the  surrender^  1060  men,  ex- 
clusive of  the  detachments  of  ^^  350^^  regulars, 
dnd  300  Michigan  militia  then  out  on  duty. 
Having  already  convicted  Mr.  Thomson  of  under- 
rating the  American  force^  even  in  the  teeth  of 
his  own  official  accounts,  it  would  be  an  over- 
strained concession  to  place  implicit  reliance 
Upon  the  accuracy  of  his  numbers.  However,  to  do 
no  more  than  add  50  to  his  "  350  men,"  detached 
under  colonels  Cass  and  M^ Arthur^  and  who^ 
on  the  day  of  the  surrender,  had^  in  pursuance  ol 
fresh  orders,  returned  in  sight  of  the  fort  and 
^*  were  accidentally  thrown  into  a  situation,  the 
best  for  annoying  and  cutting  off  the  retreat  of 
the  British  army,'^*  the  force  under  general  Hull 
vrould  amount  to  1760  men ;  of  whom  1060  at 
leasts  were  entrenched  in  a  superior  position^ 
under  the  protection  of  a  fort,  mounting  33 
pieces  of  ordnance,  including  nine  24-pounden. 
General  Hull,  in  his  letter  states,  that  the  *^  whole 
effective  force  at  his  disposal  did  not  exceed  800 
men/^  But  effective  is  a  very  vague  term:  it 
may  include  the  not  willing,  as  well  as  the  not 

«  Sketches  of  ihe  War,  p.  SI. 
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able  to  fight.  Nor,  is  it  probable^  that  his  sick 
amounted  to  260,  or  to  half  the  number ;  otberr 
wise  the  American  historians  would  hav.e  taken 
advantage  of  the  circumstance. 

It  was  natural  for  general  Hull  to  magnify  the 
British  force ;  which  he  did  to  an  extent  that 
enj^bled  him,  assisted  by  the  previous  diminution 
of  his  own, , to  urge ,(o  his  government  the  ^'  great 
ilieqMalityY  between  the  two  armies.  Mr.  Thojaa- 
son,  however,  has  exerted  himself,  as  success- 
^lly  in  the  one,  as  he  had  in  the  other  case, 
to  disprove  the  general's  assertion.  ^  ^^  itbout 
answering  for  the  authenticity  of  the  alleged 
^document,  or  the  purity  of  the  channel  through 
which  it  reached  Mr,  Thomson,  here  follows^ 
/it^tement,  purporting  to  be  t^ken  from  tlie  re- 
f^nvn  of  major-general  Brock's  quarter^masterr 
jgeneral.:  . 

British  regulars,  infantry  and  artillery,  -    39^  * 

\         Indifins,   principally   Chippewajs,    Hurons,,v        .    ,  - 
and  Puta^atamies,  S  ■ 

Militia,  ^^in  rt^gular  uniform,"  or,  rather,  inl 
^  cpats  and  jackets  of  all  colours  apd  Shapes//* 

f_  •    *  •>  -      >  •  .  »    .       ■     ,  , 

Thje  best  evidepice  that  Jhe^e  figures  ^r^p^  cpr-s- 
j-ectly  transciibed,  is  the  tfifUng  apaoun,^,  by 
^wbich  they  exceed  thq  round  numbers  stated  ip 
major-general  Brock's  de^jpatcb..  Were  it  iiot  for 
that^  we  should  be  wfirranted  in  rfdjing  upon 

*  Sketches  qf  the  War,  p.  32, 
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• 

the   American  i^lon^  Cassis  letter,  publbhed 
in  the  '*  National  Intelligencer.^     He  says: — 
^^  I  have  been  informed  by  colonel  Findlay^who 
saw  the  return  of  their  quarter-master-general, 
the  day  after  the   surrender,  that  their  whole! 
force,  of  every  description,  wliite^  red,  and  black, 
was  1080."     In  another  part  of  his  letter  the 
colonel  says : — ^'  I  was  informed  by  general  Hull, 
the  morning  after  the  capitulation,  that  the  Bri- 
tish fdrces  consisted  of  1800  regulars,  and  that  he 
surrendered  to  prevent  the  effusion  of  human^ 
blood.     That  he  magnified  their  regular  force 
n&iTly  five-fold^  there  can  be  no  doubt.^^-^Ex- 
cept  to  blame  general  Hull  for  '^  the  folly  and 
ruin  of  crowding  1100  men  into  a  little  work, 
which  300  coald  fully  man,-'  the  editor  of  the 
*'  History  of  the  United  States'^  has  not  touched 
upon  the  force  of  either  party,  in  his  brief  notice 
of  the  sii r render  of  Detroit. 

^io  account  of  ordnance-stores  found  in  flie 
fort  app^^rs  in  the  British  official  returns,  for 
wbieh  a  reason  is  there  assigned.     The  editor  of 

tha  ^ '  Sketchei^  of  the  War,"  salisiSei?  us  that  there 

•  •  •  ~- 

was  no  deficiency  in  this  respect,  by  stating,  that 
the  i^Hierican  ti^ops  had,  among  their  stores, 
*V400  rounds  of  94-poand  shot,  already  fixed ; 
about  lOOOQO  cartridges  made  up ;  40  barrels  of 
powder ;  *  and  2500  stands  of  arms.^^* 

One  reason  for  general  Brock's  marcbibg  so 
*  Sketches  of  the  War^  p.  30.  31. 
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comparatirelj  small  a  force  against  Detroit,  was 
a  deficiency  of  arms  wherewith  to  equip  the 
Upper  Canada  militia.  Many  of  the  latter 
Ti^ere  obliged,  in  consequence^  to  remain  behind ; 
and  even  the  arms  that  had  been  dii^tributed 
among  their  companions,  were  of  the  very  worst 
quality:  so  that  general  Hull's  '^  2500  stands  of 
arms,'^  which  were,  indeed,  of  the  very  best 
quality,  became  a  valuable  acquisition.  The 
success  that  attended  this  first  enterprise  in 
which  the  militia  had  been  called  upon  to  act, 
produced  an  electrical  efi*ect  throughout  the  two 
provinces.  It  inspired  the  timid,  settled  the 
wavering,  and  awed  the  disaffected ;  of  which 
latter  there  were  many.  It  also  induced  the 
Six  Nations  of  Indians,  who  had  hitherto  kept 
aloof,  to  take  an  active  part  in  our  favor. 

So  determined  appears  Mr.  Thomson's  hostility 
towards  general  Hull,.that  he  declares  the  Ameri- 
can commander  surrendered  ^^  to  a  body  of  troops 
inferior  in  qualUjf  as  well  as  number.^^  Upon 
what  ground  that  assertion  is  made,  other  than 
the  superior  gallantry  displayed  by  the  Ameri-* 
icaa  troops  in  the  few  skirnfishes  already  re- 
corded, no  where  appears ;  and  how  wi4ely  diffe«> 
irent  were  the  sentiments  of  the  commander  of 
those  inferior  troops,  Mr.  Thomson  has  made 
known  to  us  in  his  preceding  page.  ^^  When,'^ 
says  he,  ^^  general  Brock  said,  that  the  force  at 
|iis  disposal  authorised  him  to  require  the  sur« 
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render^  he  must  have  had  a  very  exalted  opinion 
of  the  prowess  of  his  own  soldiers,  or  a  very  mis- 
taken one  of  the  ability  of  those,  who  were  com- 
manded by  the  American  general/^* 

Brigadier-general  Hull  was  afterwards  ex- 
changed for  30  British  prisoners ;  and  his  trial 
commenced  at  Albany  on  the  5th  of  January,  and 
ended  on  the  8th  of  March,  1814.  The  particulars 
may  not  be  uninteresting,  and  are  therefore  ex- 
tracted from  the  pages  of  Mr.  O'Connor's  book : 

"  Three  charges  were  presented  against  him  ; 
to  wit,  treason  against  the  United  States;  cow- 
ardice; and  neglect  of  duty^  and  unofficet'-like 
conduct — ^to  all  which  he  pleaded  Not  Guilty.-^ 
The  general  having  protested  against  the  com- 
petency of  the  court  to  try  the  first  charge,  the 
court  declined  making  any  formal  decision  on  it ; 
but  yet  gave  an  opinion  that  nothing  appeared 
to  them  which  could  justify  the  charge. 

*'  The  court  acquitted  him  of  that  part  of  the 
third  specification,  which  charges  him  with 
having  forbidden  the  American  artillery  to  fire 
on  the  enemy,  on  their  march  towards  the  said 
Fort-Detroit,  and  found  him  guilty  of  the  firsts 
second  part  of  the  third,  and  the  fourth  speci-^ 
fications.  On  the  third  charge,  the  court  found 
the  accused  guilty  of  neglect  of  duty,  in  omit^ 
ting  seasonably  to  inspect,  train,  exercise,  and 
order  the  troops  under  his  command^  or  cause 

*  Sketches  of  the  War^  p.  32. 
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the  same  to  be  done.  They  also  found  him 
guilty  of  part  of  the  fourth  and  fifth  specifica- 
tions, and  the  ^vh6le  of  the  sixth  and  seventh  ; 
and  acquitted  him  of  the  second  and  third,  and 
part  of  the  fourth  and  fifth  specifications. 

"The  court  sentenced  the  said  brigadier- 
general  William  Hull,  to  be  shot  to  death,  two- 
thirds  of  the  court  concurring  in  the  sentence ; 
but,  in  consideration  of  his  revoltitionary  ser- 
vices, and  his  advanced  age,  recommended  him 
to  the  mercy  of  the  president  of  the  United 
States.  The  president  approved  the  sentence, 
remitted  the  execution,  and  ordered  th6  name 
of  general  Hull  to  be  erased  from  the  list  of  the 
army.* — It  is  an  undoubted  fact,  that  most  of 
genei^l  HulFs  /^ntVn/ judges  had,  during  the  war, 
either  run  from,  or  been  beaten  by,  a  British 
force,  much  inferior  to  theirs.  As  their  best  ex- 
cuse, we  can  only  suppose,  that  the  sentence  of 
death  was  understood  to  be  a  mere  form  to  save 
appearances ;  in  short,  that  the  president  of  the 
United  States  had  pledged  himself  not  to  con- 
fii-m  it. 

,  The  chagrin  felt  at  Washington,  when  news 
arrived  of  the  total  failure  of  this  the  first  at- 
tempt at  im'asion,  was  in  proportion  to  the  san- 
guine hopes  entertained  of  its  success.  To  what 
a  pitch  of  extravagance  those  hopes  had  been  car- 
ried^ cannot  better  appear  than  in^  two  speeches 

*  llistory  of  the  War^  page  215. 
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delivered  upfm  the  Hoorof^^ODgress/ui'thestim- 

iner  of  1812.     Dr.  Eostis,  the  secret^f  j,  at  war 

of  the  United  State3,  said : — ''  We  can  take  the 

Canadas  without  soldiers ;  we  hare  only  to  send 

officers  into  the  provinces,  and  the  people,  dis-^ 

affected  towards  their  own   government^  will 

ralljr  round   our  standard/^*  -   The    ho&orable 

Henrj  Clay  seconded  his  friend^  thus : — "  It  is 

absurd  to  suppose  we  shall  not  succeed  ia  our 

enterprize  against  the  enemy's  provinces.     We 

have  the  Canadas  as  much  under  our  command  as 

she  (Great  Britain)  has  the  ocean;  and  the  ^ay 

to  conquer  her  on  the  ocean  is  to  drive  her  from- 

the  land*     I  am  not  for  stopping  at  Quebec^  or 

any  where  else;    but  I  would. take  the  whole 

continent  from  them,  and  ask  them  no  favors. 

Her  fleets  cannot  then  rendezvous  at  Halifax  as 

now ;   and,  having  no  place  of  resort  in   the 

north,  cannot  infest  our  coast  as  they  have  lately 

done.  It  is  as  easy  to  conquer  them  on  the  land, 

as  their  whole  navy  would  conquer  ours  oti  the 

ocean.     We  must  take  the  continent  from  them. 

I  wish  never  to  see  a  peace ,  till  we  do.     God  has 

given  us  the  power  and  the  uieafns :  we  are  to 

blame  if  we  dp  not  us^e  them-    If  we  get  the 

continent^  she  must  allow  us  the  freedom  of  the 

sea.^'     This  is  the  gentleman  who,  afterwards^ 

in  the  character  of  a  commissioner,  —  and  it 

stands  as  a  record  of  his  unblushing  apOstacy,^— 

signed  the  treaty  of  peace. 
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Upon  major-general  Brookes  arrival  at  Fort- 
George,  he  first  heard  of  that  most  impolitic 
armistice,  which,  grounded  on  a  letter  from  sir 
George  Prevost  to  major-general  I^arborn^  had 
been  concluded  between  the  latter  and  colonel 
Baynes,  sir  George's  adjutant-general.  It  pro- 
vided that  neither  party  shotdd  act  offensively 
before  the  decision  of  the  American  govern- 
ment was  taken  on  the  subject.  To  the  cir- 
cumstance of  the  despatch  announcing  the  event, 
not  having  reached  the  gallant  Brock,  before  he 
had  finished  the  business  at  Detroit,  may  the 
safety  of  the  Canadas,  in  a  great  measure^  be 
attributed.  The  armistice  was  already  suffi- 
ciently injurious.  It  paralized  the  efiforts  of  that 
active  officer;  who  had  resolved^  and  would 
doubtless  have  succeeded,  in  sweeping  the  Ame- 
rican forces  from  the  whole  Niagara  line.  It 
enabled  the  Americans  to  recover  from  their  con- 
sternation,  to  fortify  and  strengthen  their  own, 
and  to  accumulate  the  means  of  annoyance  along 
the  whole  of  our  frontier.  It  sent  nearly  800 
of  our  Indian  allies,  in  disgust,  to  their  homes. 
It  admitted  the  free  transport  of  the  enemy^s 
ordnance-stores  and  provisions,  by  Lake  On-^ 
tario;  which  gave  increased  facility  to  all  his 
subsequent  operation  in  that  quarter. 
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CHAPTER  III. 

Termination  of  sir^  G.  Prevast^s  armistice — State 
of  the  American  army  on  the  Niagara^frontier 
— Capture  of  the  Detroit  and  Caledonia--^ 
American  plan  of  invasion  developed — Its  cJe- 
rangem4snt — False  intelligence  of  a  deserter — 
Ardor  of  the  American  troops — Attack  on 
Queenstown  resolved  upon^^First  attempt  at 
crossing  the  river  foiled — Success  of  second  at'- 
tempt'^Gallant  resistance  of  the  British — Ar-- 

.  rival  of  mutual  reinfgrcements-^Death  of  gene^ 
ral  Brock-^Surrender  of  the  American  army^-> 
Altered  behaviour  of  the  American  troops  at 
LewistoTon — American  misrepresentation  exposed 
— Bombardment  between  Fort-George  and  Fort'* 
Niagara'-^Brief  sketch  of  general  Brocks  life 
and  character. 

XT  is  now  time  to  attend  to  the  operations  of 
the  British  and  American  forces  confronting 
each  other  along  the  Niagara-line.  The  pre« 
$ident  of  the  United  States,  as  might  have 
been  expected*  refused  to  ratify  the  armistice 
which  had  been  agreed  upon  between  sir 
George  Prevost,  through  his  a4jutant-general 
colonel  Bajrnes,  and  major-general  Dearborn ; 
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and  directed  six  day^s  notice  of  the  recommence- 
ment of  hostilities  to  be  given  by  the  command-^ 
rng  generals.  The  American  government  had 
made  a  proper  use  of  the  short  period  of  suspen- 
sion ;  and,  when  the  8th  of  September,  the  day 
for  active  operations,  arrived,  a  stiong  fdrce^ 
well  supplied  with  provisions,  and  styled  ^^  the 
army  of  the  centre,^'  had  assembled  on  the 
borders  of  the  Niagara-river. 

This  army,  commanded  by  major-general  Van 
Rensselaer  of  the  New  York  militia,  consisted, 
accordiftg  to  American  official  returns,  of  5206 
men  ;*  exclusive  of  300  field  and  light  artillery, 
800  of  the  6tb,  13th,  and  23d  regiments,  at  Fort- 
Niagara  ;  making  a  total  of  6300  men.     Of  this 
powerful  force,  1650  regulars,  under  the  com- 
mand of  brigadier-general  Smyth^  were  at  Black 
Rock ;  -j"   386  militia  at   the    latter  place   and 
BufTaloe;  and  900  regulars,  and  2270  militia^ 
at  Lewistown,  distant  from  Black  Rock  28  miles. 
Sx>  that,  including  the  1100  meaat  Fort  Niagara, 
the  Americans  had,  along  36  miles  of  their  fron- 
tier,  a  force  of  6300  men  ;  of  whom  nearly  two 
thirds  were  regular  troops ;  while  the  British, 
^loug  their  line  from  Fort-George,  where  -ma- 
jor-general  Sheaffe  commanded,  to  Fort-Erie, 
whither  rnajor-general    Brock    had   just    pro* 
ceeded,  could  not  muster  1200  men  ;  nearly  half 
of  whom  were  militia. 

*  Wilkinson's  Mem.  Vctf.  I.  p.  680.     +  See  plate  L 
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'Although  sot  strictly  a  military  enterprise^ 

t^e  ^apture^   in   ten  minutes^  of  two  British^ 

^^  brigs    of    war/  weltarmed,    and  *  anehdred 

uad^  •  *he  prot^cti()n .  of  Fort-Erie/'*   by  two 

Ao^erican  row-boats^  without 'any  artillery,,  is 

att  event  of  too  extraordinary  a' hat ure^  not  !to 

require  an  investigation.     At  the  'surrender  of 

Detroit,  we  got  possession  of  the  United  States' 

brig  Adams,  of  about  200  ions,  and  mounting 

six  G-'poubders.      The  prize  (afterwards  named 

the  Detroit)  and  the  north-west  company's  brig 

Caledonia,' of  about  90  totis^  and  mounting  twa 

swivels,   were  required  to  convey  some  of  the 

American  prisoners  to  F6rt-Erie.  '  A  party  of 

militia  and.  Canadian  sailors/ in  number  50/ 

embarked  for  that  purpose  on  board  the  I)etroit,' 

having  in  charge  30  American  prisoners.  ^  This 

vessel  carried,  also,  well-packed  in  her  hold,  a 

considerable  quantity  of  small-arms,  part  of  the 

s|K>ij[s.  taken  with  general  Hull.  -  The  Caledonia 

had  jker  own  crew  of  12  men ;  to  whose  carew^re 

entrusted  10  American  prisoners.    She  ¥ad'oii 

^oard  a  valuable  cargo  of  furs,  valued  by*  the 

Amt^ricaneditors  at  about  150,000 dollars.    The 

author  of  the  "  Sketches^  of  the*  War,''  ludi- 

crcmi^ly  iBnough,  styles  these  two  vessels  ^^  welt- 

appQinted/'  or,    in  other  words/ well-manned 

a^d.<lfficered.    He,  niext,  unpa'ckitig  all  the  cases, 

a|i4>  c|i$tribiiting  the  arms,  declares  that  the.  Ves- 

"»  History  of  the  UnifedLSCatoff,  VaF.  HI.  p.  191. 
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sek  were  '^  supplied  vrath  blunderbusseS)  pistok, 
outJasses^  boarding-pikes,  and  battle«axe8«''  * 

On  the  morning  of  the  8th  of  OctobeTi  the 
two  vessels  approached,  and  anchored  off  Fort* 
Erie,  the  place  of  their  destination  ;  but  whieii, 
being  still  without  guns,  could  afford  them  M> 
'^  protections^  whatever.  Lieutenant  Jesse  El- 
liott, of  the  United  States'  navjr,  was,  at  this 
time,  at  Black  Rock,  superintending  the  equ^p-* 
ment  of  some  schooners,  lately,  purchased  for 
the  service  of  Lake  Erie*  Having  just  re- 
ceived a  supply  of  50  seamen  from  New  York, 
he. borrowed  the  same  number  of  infantry  and 
artillery  from  genieral  Smyth ;  *  and,  embarking 
the  whole  in  two  large  boats,  was  alongside  of 
th0  British  brigs  at  about  three  hours  before  day« 
light  oH  the  morning  succeeding  their  arrival. 
Joined  by  the  prisoners^  the  Americans  num* 
bered  140; .  their  opponents  68.  Yet  doctor 
Smith  calls  the  capture  of  these  vessels  '^  a  very 
gallant  achievement;^^  and  he  has  taken  care  to 
make  his  account  almost  warrant  the  assertion. 
After  the  capture,  lieutenant  Elliott  succeeded 
in  getting  the  Caledonia  close  under  the  bat-* 
teries  at  Black  Rock ;  but  was  compelled,  by  a 
well-directed  shot  or  two  from  the  Canada-shore, 
to  run  the  Detroit  upon  Squaw  Island.  Almost 
immediately  afterwards,  a  detachment  of  the  2d 
United  States'  regiment  of  artillery,  with  four 

«  SkcUhcB  i»f  ihc  War,  p.  43. 
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field-pieces,  landed  on  tbe  kland ;  and  a  eotn* 
paay  of  the  5th  regiment  soon  followed.  It  was 
in  rain  for  a  sobaltern^s  detachment  of  the  49tii, 
which  had  been  sent  from  Fort- Brie,  tooifi^any 
resistance;  although  the  British  had  contrived 
to  set  fire  to  the  brig,  previous  to  the  arritel  of 
the  American  troops.  The  latter  completed  thb 
destruction^  both  of  the  vesse},  and  of  the  greater 
psirt  of  her  stores.  But  for  tbe  dtfensive  mea^- 
sures,  to  which  sir  George  Prevost  had  limited 
mtijor-general  Brock,  this  active  officer  would 
have  destroyed  those  very  schooners,  for  whose 
eqoipment,  as  men  of  war,  lieutenant  Elliott  and 
his  men  had  been  sent  from  below;  and,  by  so 
doing,  have  brought  about  consequences,  far 
more  important  than  the  safety  of  the  two  brigs. ' 
With  so  many  troops  under  Uis  command,  ge* 
neral  Van  Rensselaer  very  naturally  felt  anxious 
to  give  a  brilliant  close  to  the  campaign ;  the 
rather,  as  the  national  character  had  been  de- 
graded, in  the  eyes  of  all,  by  the  tame  surrender 
of  general  Hull  and  his  army.  A  second  inva- 
sion of  Canada  was,  therefore,  resolved  upon ; 
and^  if  the  reader  will  take  the  trouble  to  turn  to 
Plate  1,  we  will  endeavour  to  explain  the  plan  of 
attack,  as  since  promulgated  by  an  American 
general-officer.  A  road  {M  M)  had  been  cut,  by 
general  Van  Rensselaer's  orders,  from  his  catnip 
at  Lewistown  (B),  six  miles  through  a  wood  to 
(N),  at  Four^mile  creek ;  where  lay,  ready  fbr 

o  2  \ 
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service,  sixty  batteauir.  From  tjbis  creek  it  1$ 
foiir  aiiles  aod  a  half,  by  water,  to  Fort-George ; 
the  whole  way  uoder  a  high  bank,  which  coniceals 
the  boats  until  they  turn  Niagara -point.  The 
ground  at  Queenstown  and  Lewistown  is  so  much 
elevated,  that  it  may  be  called  a  moontaia.  It 
forms  an  immense  platform,  and  overlooks  every 
part  of  the  plane  below,  to  its  termination  at  the 
banks  of  the  Ontario.  Consequently,  eyery 
movement  by  majpr-general  Sheaffe  at  Fort- 
George,  and  by  the  commanding  officer  at  Fort- 
Niagara,  would  be  under  m^jor-general  Van 
Rensselaer's  eye.  It  was. the  general's  intention 
that  brigadier-general  Smyth,  and  his.  1650  re- 
gulars, should  march,  by  theroad  (M  M),  to  thiB 
mouth  of  the  Four-mile  Creek ;  th^re  to  wait  in 
readiness  for  embarking  at  a  mpment's  notice. 
Queenstown  .  was  then  to  be  attacked  by  the 
troops  under  the  immediate  cominand  of  general 
Van  Rensselaer ;  and)  as  the  only  force,  there  3ta«- 
tioned,  was  known  to  be  two  companies  of  the 
49th  regiment,  and  a  small  detachment  of  mi- 
litia, no  doubt  was  entertained  about  the  town's 
being  immediately  carried,  as  wel)  as  the  small 
battery  on  the  heights.  Th^eBe  -  operations, 
within  hearing  of  Fort-George*  ooq]d  not  fail  to 
draw  forth  the  garrison  to  spstain  the  post  of 
Queenstown,  and^  if  possible^  to  repel  the  inva«> 
ders.  The  instant  the  British  potomn  was  ob- 
served to  be  in  motion,  gener^l^SflaytliKutobe 
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signalled  to  embark  at  the  creek ;  and,  so  soon 
as  the  British  reached  QueenstovVn,  he  was  to 
he  ordered,  by  a  courier,  to  attack  Fort-George; 
which,  being  deprived  of  its  garrison,  would,  it 
was  expected,  make  but  a  vain  resistance.* 

The  American  general  Smyth^s  backwardness, 
or  some  other  cause,  not  made  public,  deranged 
the  above  most  excellent  plan  of  attack.  In  the 
mean  while,  the  capture  of  ^*  the  two  British 
brigs  of  war 'V  near  Fort-Erie  had  spread  an  ir^ 
resistible  ardor  for  conquest  throughout  the 
American  army.  The  troqps  declared  they 
'*  must  have  orders  to  act,  or,  at  all  hazards,  they 
would  go  home/'f  About  this  time,  some  wag 
of  a  deserter  came  running  into  the  American 
camp,  with  information,  that  general  Brock  had 
suddenly  proceeded  to  the  westward  with  the 
greater  part  of  his  troops,  to  repel  general  Har- 
rison's attempt  at  Detroit.  The  thing  was  ere** 
dited  ;  the .  troops  were  absolutely  furious ;  and 
the  general  himself  concluded  h^  had  just  hiit  the 
nick  of  timei  for  getting  possession  of  the  penin-*. 
sula,  by  a  more  direct  road  than  that  he  had 
eut  through  the  Woods, — a -mere  traverse  across 
the  river  to  Queehstown.  Accordingly,  at  three 
o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  11th  of  Octobery 
his.  eager  troops  were  gratifled  by  advancing  to 
the  .river^side.  Experienced  boatmen  bad.  ifeen 
pisovidfid^  and  a\diilful  officer,  lieutenant  Sim, 
*  Wil](iiikoiir^  JS^moirs,  Vol.  I.  p.  5^1.        jl  App. ':^q.  ll. 
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sent  in  a  boat  a-head  ;  but  the  latter  plajed  hU 
countrymen  a  trick,  and  ran  away;  exposing 
them  to  a  tremendous  north-east  storm,  which 
continued  unabated  for  28  hours,  and  deluged 
the  whole  camp.* 

All  this  drenching  contributed  nothing  to 
Allay  the  ardor  of  American  soldiers.  Inrade 
Ctoada  they  would ;  and  general  Van  Rensselaer 
resolved  to  carry  the  British  work's  at  Queens* 
towa»  before  day,  on  the  morning  of  the  12th. 
Tlurteen  boats  were  provided,  and  the  embarka* 
tioA.w^s  to  take  place  in  the  following  order : 
•-rColonel  S,  Van  Rensselaer,  the  commanding 
ojOSiccY)  with  300  militia,  and  lieutenant-colonel 
Christie,  with  300  regulars ;  lientenant-colondl 
Fell  wick  and  major  MuUany,  to  follow,  with 
about  550  regular  troops,  and  some  pieces  of 
flying  artillery ;  and  then  the  militia.  It  was 
intended  that  the  embarkation  of  the  regulars 
tind  militia  should  be  simultaneous,  as  far  as 
the  boats  would  suffice  to  receive  them;  buf^ 
having  to  descend  the  bank  by  a  narrow  ptatli 
H^bich  had  been  cut  oat  of  it,  the  regular  troops 
got  possession  of  the  boats  to  the  63iclusioa.cif  the 
militia ;  and  the  latter  were  ordered  to  follow  in 
the  roturn-'boiat^  t 

The  only  British  batteries .  from  whiolL.thci 
ttoofis  could  be  annoyed  in  the  p^ssa^,  were 
one,  mounting  an  18-poundeir,uponiQueen$town«' 

f  App«  Na«  11  ^        i  Wilkinsoa'a  MemoiM^  \oU  h  pi  J7S# 
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heights  (G)y  ax^  another,  moisnting  a  24-poitnd 
carronade,  situate  a  little  below  the  towii  (L)» 
The  river  at  Queenslown  is  searcely  a  quaHer 
of  a  mile  in  width,  and  the  point  choMn  for 
crossing  (O)  was  not  fully  exposed  to  either 
<>f  the  British  batteries;  while  the  American 
bjEitteries  of  ^wo  18  vad  two  6-pounders  (H),  and 
the  two  .<$-pounder  field-pieces  brought  up  by 
lieutenant-colonel  Soott,  completely  commanded 
oYBry  part  of  the  opposite  shore,  from  which  mtts# 
ketry  could  be  effectual  in  opposing  a  landing. 
With  these  important  advantages  the  troops  em^ 
bariked ;  but,  a  grape-shot  striking  th^  boat 
in  which  lieutenant'-colonel  Christie  wasi  and 
wounding  him  in  the  hand,  the  pilot  And  boat- 
men became  so  alarmed,  that  they  suffered  the 
boat  to  lall  below  the  point  of  landing,  and  were 
obliged,  in  consequence,  to  put  back.  Two  othetr 
boats  did  the  same*  The  ineikiainittg  ten,  with 
206  regulars,*  besides  officers,  including  thjer 
commander  of  the  expedition,  colonel  Van  Rens* 
selaer,  struck  Ike  shore ;  and,  affcer  disembai^k- 
ing  the  mea,  rstumed  for  more  troops^ 

Tha  only  forbe.at  Quednstown  conaistedof  the 
two  flakik  con^miies  of  the  49tb  reghsaant,  and 
a  amiaH  detachment  of  militia;  amounting,  in 
sdi,  to  about  800  rank  and  file.  Of  these  about 
60,  taken  firom  the  49th  grenadiers  and^  captain 
HattV  Qompaay  of  militia,    having  in  chargie 

Inson's  MaBOidr^  VoL  I;  f.  573« 


88  MILITANT.  OCCURRBNCES  BETWBEN 

a  3-ppuoder,  advanced,  at  four  o'elock  in  th^ 
morning,,  with  captain  Dennis  of  the  49th  at 
tb^ir  bead,  towards  the  river ;  near  to  which 
eolonel  Van  Renfselaer  had. formed  his  m^n,  to 
await  the  arrival  of  the  next  boatji.  A  well-di- 
rected and^  warmly  continued  fire  killed  and 
wounded  iseveral  American  officers  and  pri- 
vates, including,  among  the -wounded,  colonel 
Van  Rensselaer  and  three  captains ;  and  drove  the 
Americans  behind  a  steep  bank,  close  to  the 
water's  edge.  I  n  the  meantime,  a  fresh  s»p{dy  of 
troops  had  effected  a  landing ;  and  remained,  with 
the  others,  sbeltjbred  behind  the  bank;  whence 
th^y  returned  the  fire  of  the  British,  kiUing  one 
m%n,  and  wounded  four.  The  remaining  sub- 
divisions of  the  49th  giienadiers  and  of  tiie  fnilitia- 
oonipanj  had  now  joined  captain  Dennis ;  and 
the  49th  tight  infantry,  under  captain  Williams, 
with  captain  Chish^lm's  company  of  militia,  iita*- 
tioqed  on  the  brow  of  the  hill,  were  firing  do^n 
upomthe  invaderl.        -  ».  .   '       ..  -a. ) 

-■  Qf>five  or  six  boats  that  attempted  4o  lancE  a 
bpdy  of  Ameriean  regulars  under  taiajor  Mullaoys 
Ofie  iiKai^llBStroy ed  by  a  shot  from  the.  hilUbatltery , 
comivandttd  by  lieetenant<jrowtber>of  tbiit^a^ 
rc^ment;  two  others  were  ^oapttired  ;*atid':lfae 
remainder,' foiled  in  t^eir  oHject,'.  teturnad  to  tHe- 
American  s^ide.  Day-light  aj^^eared  ;"abd,  eSit 
th^  s^m<f  ini^jrant,  general  Br^N^k/ arrived  at 'the 
hill-battery  ffotn  Fort^George^    Observing  the 
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strong^  reinforcsements  that  were  crossing  over, 
the  general « instatitlj  ordered  captam  WDHatns 
to  descend  the  hill,  and  support  captain  Dennis. 
No  sooner  were- captain  Williams  and  his  men 
seen  to  depart;  than  the  Americans  formed  the 
resolution  of  gaining  the  heights.  Accordingly, 
60  American  regulars,*' headed  by  captain  Wool, 
and  accompanied  by  major  Lush,  a  volunteer, 
abo  by  a  captain,  six  lieutenants,  and  an  ensign 
of  the  13th  regiment,  ascended*  a  fisherman's 
path  up  .the  rooks,  which  had  befen  reported  to 
general  Bit^k  as  impelssable,  and  therefore  was 
not-guarded.  TheAmericaifs  were  thus  enHbled^ 
unseen  by  our  troops,  to  arrive  at  a  brow,  about 
do  yaisds  in  the  rear  of 'the  hill-batter5'.  Rein- 
forcexnents  kept  rapidly  arriving  by  the  coti« 
cealed  path ;  and  the  Whole  formed  on  thebrow; 
with  their  front  towards  the  village  of  Queens- 
town.  •     * 

Tfaemoment  general  Brock  discovered  the  un- 
expected advance'  of'  the  American  troops,  be, 
witbithel2  men  stationed'  at  the  battery,  retired  i 
andicaptflfin  Wool v advancing  from  the  rear  with 
histnto^ezthan  ten-fi}ld  force,  ^^  rook  it  without 
much  .resistance.  V-):  c  Captain  Wiiliatn^,  and  his 
detachment: of  regnilars  and  militia,  ^were  n(»w 
recalled.;  and*  general  Brock,  putting  himself  at 
tbefheadofthisforce,  amounting;,  in  ^Ij,  to  about 
90>  men,  advanced-*  to  meet:  a^  detachment  of  lAd 

*  Sketchen  o(  the Wiir«  p;  79.  f -App'  No.  13- 
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picked  American  regulars,  which  captain  Wool 
had  sent  forward  to  attack  him.  The  Aoiericaa 
captain  says  that,  in  consequeote  of  tfaegenetal'a 
''  superior  force,"  his  mto  retreated;  adding t 
'^  I  sent  a  reinforcement,  notwithstanding  which, 
the  enemj  drove  us  to  the  edge  of  the  bank«^^ 
While  animating  his  little  band  of  regulars  and 
militia  to  a  charge  up  the  heights,  general  Bn>ck 
received  a  mortal  wound  in  the  breast,  and  im« 
mediately  fell. 

At  this  moment,  the  two  flank-*companies  of 
the  York  militia,  with  lieutenant^olonel  M'Don^r 
nell,  the  general's  provincial  aide-de«ca0ip,  at 
their  head,  arrived  from  Brown's-point,  three 
miles  distant.  By  this  time,^  also,  captain  Wool 
had  sent  additional  reinforcementii  to  captain 
Ogilvie;  making  the  latter's  force  ^^930  regu* 
lars,  supported  by  a  few  militia  and  voluii-" 
teers/'*  or,  in  the  whole,  full  500  men.  Colonel 
McDonnell  and  his  190  men,~-more  than  two- 
thirds  Canadian  militia,~-rn6hed  boldly  up  the 
hill,  in  defiance  of  the  oontinntd  stream  of  miia* 
ketry  pouring  down  upon  them ;  compelled  tha 
Americans  to  spike  the  18*pounder ;  and  would 
have  again  driven  them  to  the  rocks,  had  not 
the  colonel  and  captnin  Williams  been  woifnded, 
almost  at  the  4Bimie  instant ;  the  former  mortally; 
The  loss  of  their  commanders  created  oonftt« 
sion  among  the  men ;  and  they  again  retreated* 
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Hearing  of  the  fall  af  general  Brodk^  cajptain 
Dei^nis  proceeded  from  the  valley,  towards  the 
fodt  of  the  heigbtt ;  and,  mQanting  the  g^n^nd's 
horse,  rode  up,  and  tried  to  rally  the  trocps. 
He  succeeded  in  Arming  a  few;  but  the  nmaber 
was  so  inconsiderable  tbat^  to  persist  in  a  ocmq^ 
test,  would  have  been  madness.  A  retreat  was 
accordingly  ordered^  by  the  ground  in  the  ifeat 
of  the  town ;  and  the  men  of  the  49tb,  aecom* 
panied  by  many  of  the  militia,  formed  in  front 
of  Vromont's  battery ; ,  there  to  await  the  e%^ 
pected  reinforcement  from  Fort-George. 

While  we  hi^d,  at  this  period,  not  abore  300 
unwounded  men  at  Queenstawn^  the  Amiemai»$3  ' 
by  their  own  account,  had  upwards  of  toO^  4mA 
general  Van  Rensselaer  tells  us,  that  ^*  a  nuiii'» 
ber  of  boats  now  crossed  over,  unannoyed/  ex- 
cept by  the'  one  unsilenced  gun,*^*  or  that  at  Vro- 
mont^s  battery ;  consequently,  more  troops  Were 
hourly  arriving.  Brigadier-general  Wad^Worth 
was  left  as  commanding  officer  of  the  Attieriddns^ 
6n  the  Queeni^tdWn  bill ;  and  general  Van  Rebts^ 
iA^ibr,  considering  the  victory  as  complete,  had 
himi^lf  crossed  over^  in  order  «d  give  directions 
about  fortifying  the  camp  which  he  intended  i6 
occupy  in  the  Brittsh  territory. 
•  As  whatever  brilliant  deeds  were  achieved  by 
the  Americans  On  ♦*  this  menioirable  day/*  con-, 
fess^dly  form  ^art  of  thos^  Events  which  have 
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just  beeq  detailed,*  we  will  suspend'  our  narra- 
tive awhile,  till  a  few  of  f fae  American  state- 
nietits  op  the  subject  hare  been  exhibited  for  the 
reader's  amusement. 

One  writer,  iind he  a  geiieral  to'o^  says:  " The 
names  of  the  officers  who  accompanied  colonel 
Van  Rensselaer  on  this  hardy  enterprise,  deserve 
to  be  engraven  on  the  scroll  of  fame,  for  sur- 
mounting obstacle  almost  insuperable,  in  the 
face  of  a  determined  enemy,  under  a  heavy  fire ; 
and  dislodging  and  pursuing  a  superior  forde, 
composed,  of  two  (captain  Wool  says,  "  four'^*) 
eompamies  of  the  49th  British  regi^nent,  advan- 
tageously posted^  with  a  body  of  auxiliary  mi- 
litia  and  Indians:  it  'was  tndaed  a  display  of 
intrepidity  rarely  exhibited,  in  whiph  the  con- 
duct and  the  ex^cuiioa  were  equally  conspicu- 
oap.  Hfite  trae  valor,  so  oft^n  mistak^^i  for 
animal  courage/'  (a. note  adds  :  ^/In  the  Amt^ri- 
can  servi^oe,  teow^rity  is  tooi  often  t^ken  for  bra- 
y^Ty;;&icJ^)  "  wn^  attested  by  an  appeal  to  the 
bayonet,  wihich  d^'cided .  the  content  without  a 
shot.'*—"  Under  all  4;be.circun>.£(1;a|ices,  and  on 
theiscale  of  the  ope^t^ion,  the  i^iii^artialsoldi^r 
and  .cpmpetei<t;jadge  will  name  this,  brilliant 

affair  a  chefd^ceuvre  of  .th^  l»*^*r/'t 

M^f  .Tlioms>((>9.de8criibes  ttf^;a^ir  with  the^  190 

British  regMlarSi^^i^  n]^iU|;ia  upf^n  the  hilj,  thus.: 
'^  A|;  t)ii$  mpmefijl:  a  r^ij^y^r^^mei^t arrived,  which 

*  App.  No.  12.        +  Wilkjiason's  Memoirs,  Vol.  !•  p.  578. 
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ia«g^^i)^4  ^  49t^efa«nQwt  to  afitt  ni«n^  tvko 
,\rere  l<d.tq  ttie  chatg^e,;  aad,  making- a, fonible 
^PPiWl  t»  tl*^,  h«yf>neXy  enticdy  routed. the[  BrvtMlk 
49th  reginient^  of  .600  men^  and  pur^iuad.  then 
up  ,the  h^i^t^  until  the  ground  wa^  regained, 
which  tbe  detachment  had  just  l^efore  la»t. 
Part  of  the  4^$t''  (onQ.o/Soer,  lieutenant  Crow- 
th^r)  \\  were  acting. with  the  40th, bothof  whieh 
regimients  disiiqguifi^hed  themaelveSi  under  the 
same  conunander^  iii£ufope.;  and  the  latter  had 
obtained  the  title  of  the  Egyptian  Invineibles^ 
beaause,  the  J  .had  never,  qu  any  occasion  before, 
been  known  to  givjs  ground;^** — ^or,  we. may 
surely  subjoin,  bad  sn<Qh  an  unprincipled  enemy 
to  deal  with.  Mr..  tO^Connor  has  inadvertently 
prefixipd  ^•a.pairt  of  ^'  to?  '*  the. 40th  regiment'^ ; 
wbioh>  in^nie  df^rte».exculp^te»  htm ;  .bat  Dr. 
Smith) iike  his  fllrieild  Mr.  Thomson,  .introduce^ 
the  whole  40th  '^  regiment  of  British  regulars,  GOO 
strong/^  adding'- — *' They  mutually  resorted  to 
the  bayonet;,  and,  after  a  .bloody  conflict,  the 
famous  invincibles  yiejde.d  to  the  fefuperior  energy 
of  their  antagonists,  although  so  far  inferior  in 

numbers^^^t 
Leaying  these  contemptible  historians  to  the 

reader's  castigation,  .whe.n  he  has  leisure  to  in- 
flict it,  we  have  now  to  call  his  atte^ntion  to.the 
Jinale  of  '*  this  memorable  day/'    Between  two 

♦'Skctchesof  the.War,  p.-rs.  »* 
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and  ^ree  o^clook  m  Ike  afternoon^  abmit  69 
Indians,  led  by  tbe  cbief  Norton,  adtanced 
tktough  the  woods  and  an  orchard^  tonrards  tbi 
OBKrantain.  As  they  approached,  the  American 
traops,  <^  not  knowing  their  number,  at  first 
fidtered/^^  After  a  «harp  eonflict^  in  which  the 
Indians  Ipst  a  few  men  killed  and  wounded,  and 
one  made  prisoner^  the  latter  yerj  prudently  re^ 
til'ed  towards  tbe  reinforcement  of  regulars  and 
militia,  under  major-general  8heaffe,  which  bad 
just  arrived  fipom  Fort-6eoi-ge.  This  reinforce^- 
went,  consisting  ^  about  380  rank  and  ^file 
of  the  41$t  regiment,  under  nuyor  Derenzy,  and 
about  300  militia,  accompanied  by  ooie  3-poun^ 
der,  joined  the  rsmnant  of  the  49th  flank  com*- 
panics ;  and  the  whole  proceeded  tp  the  heightHi 
by  a  route  through  the  enclosures^;f  th^  Indians 
pointing  oul-to  the  troops  the  best  track  for  as* 
Mnding  the  mountain.  As  soon  'as  tlie  British 
colttran  had  reached  fi  field  adjoining  the  road 
to  the  falls,  about  60  of  the  41st  under  captain 
Bollock,  and  a  party  of  militia,  arrived  from 
Cfaippeway .  The  whole  British  and  Indian  force, 
thus  assembled,  did  not  amount  to  1000  rank 
and  file ;  of  whom  about  560  were  regular  troops. 
The  artillery  consisted  of  two  9-^pouttders,  placed 
undeir  the  orders  of  lieutenant  Crowther  of  the 
41st. 

The  attack  comu^ced  by  tbe  light  infantry 

*  Sketclies  of  tke  War^  p,  73.  i  See  Plate  I.  q.  q.  q.  q. 


^ompftny  of  tkc  41  st,  undw  lieutenimt  M4b«^ 
tfte^  abolit  85  militia,  and  tke  same  number  of 
Indiam,  compoiing  the  left  flank  of  the  Britieli 
line.  After  a  single  fioUey,  lieutenant  M4i|tjre*e 
company  reflorted  to  the  bayonet;  and  soon 
drove  the  American  right.  The  main  body  of  the 
British  jftow  adysoM^,  firing  their  two  3-pottn*  ' 
ders,  with  destrnetive  effWt.  The  Americans 
sustained  bnt  a  short  conflict,  ere  they  fled  with 
preoipitation  towards  the  point  at  which  they 
bad  first  landed*  There  they  threw  tfaemseWes 
over  tbe  precipice,  as  if  heedless  of  the  danger; 
and  many  mast  have  perished  in  the  flood. 
Others,  no  doubt,  swam  across ;  and  some  es» 
eapcd  in  tlie  &it  boats  tbat  remained  entire,  or 
whose  erewsconld  be  persuaded  to  approach  the 
Csntiadian  slMM'e.  ^^  In  retiring/'  says  an  Ame* 
rtean  author,  *^they  received  considerable- aid 
from  the  American  batteries,  which  kept  up  a 
brisk  and  well-directed  fire  on  the  enemy,  as  he 
pressed  upon  their  rear.*^ 

All,  however,  would  not  do.  A  flag  of  truce, 
begging  for  quarter,  came  from  the  American 
commander.  Mr.  Coflin,  aide-de^catnp  to  gene- 
ral Sheaffe,  attd  lieutenant  M4ntyre,  accompa- 
nied the  bearer  of  the  flag,  and  received  the 
sword  of  major-general  Wadswortb,  the  Ameri^ 
can  commanding  officer.  While  Mr.  Coffin  was 
eonductiog  the  latter  to  major-general  Sbeafl^e, 
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lieptenant  M^Ini^ra  received,,  as  priscmers'  of 
war,  lieutenant-coiloiiel  Soott  andJl  officers,*  to-*^ 
getli^r  with .858. non-comimssiaBed  officers. and 
privates,  of  the  American  a^nay •  .  These  .were  eac^ 
elusive  of  the  tvi^o  boat-loads  of  troops  sWhacli 
hi|d.l>een  captured  in  the  niarning.  * 

If  we  cons^er  Mr.  ThQ»isoii.^s  accouAt  of  the 
number  o(  Americans  surrendered^  to  refer  to 
tiie  non-commissioned  officers  ^and  privates  onlji 
and  then  add  his  loss  in  wounded,  .83,  we  shall 
ob^in  846 ;.  not  far  short  pf  lieutenant  M4n* 
tyre's  return.  None  of  the  other  American  histo- 
rians seem  desirous  to  be  particularion  .thtsp<M»t. 
The  aboye  83  wounded  include  sudh  ooly/as  had 
iH>t  b|^|i  brought  to  the.  American '  side  in  the 
cpupse  of  the  day.  We  may  safely  estimate  4iU€fa 
as  l^^d  been  br<>ught  ov^i^  at  as  many  nrore ;.  and 
thj^  that  succeeded  in  .re-ca;ossipg  the.  river^ 
either  by  boa^s/or  swimmings  and;  others  ? that 
v^er^  droyi^iied  in  the  attempt, .  must  .Imy4 
amounted  to  one  ortwo  hundredis.  Mr.  Thoisi^ 
sonst3|;|;s  90  as  the  n^imber  of  Americans  killed 
in  a^qtio^n.  That,  added  to  the  number  of ^pri^- 
soners^  makes,  without  reckoning  those  taken 
in  the  boats^  1021, — ^Dr.  Smith  says; — "  In  thn 
cour^  of  t^  day  about  IjOO  troops,  regulars, 
yolunteerf ,  and  militia,  passed  into  Canada  from 
Lewistown  ;  very  few  of  whom  returned.'^*  But 
the  "Albany  Gazette,^^  (an  American  northern 
«  Hut  of  tlie  ypite4  Stages.  Vol.  III.  p.  200. 
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beii^piiper,)  at  the  condusioa  of  '^  a'mbst  «dcu^ 
THtk  atooan^of  the  Queeiiitdwti  battk,  fixes  the 
number  of  Americans  t^sft  crossed. the  river  at 
161^ ;  ^tonsi^ifig  of  000  regulars,  and  700  militia. 
The  editor  of  the  *'  Skefchieg  of  tbe  Wtir^ 
i^a^s :— '^  The  British  force  in  the  diiTeretit  bat- 
tle!^; with  the  exception  of  the  first;  w:h^  at  no 
time,  ieb  than'  1 100 ;  in  the  last  and  fourth  en^ 
pi^mmt  it  was  miich  greater.""^  Doetor  Smith 
fiiies  th«  Briikb-foixe  at  2300.f  Mr«  OX^'oribor 
esKimafes  the  prisoners  at  '^  about  700  ;-^  and 
thati^dds:'-^^^This  little  band  surrendered  to 
about  five  times  their  numb«r/^:{;  or  3SCk)  men>. 
These  are  the  delusions  so  industriousl^f  practise 
upon  thi^  American  people:  no  wonder  those 
aoKNafg  them  wUo  have  never  been  "beaten  into  4 
contrai^  opinion,  still  fancy  they  are  ^osses^ed 
of  the  proweks  of 'dethi-gbds.  •  .        .  ;    \  < 

The  BHftish  loss '  in  this  -  dec^isive  afikir 
amounted  to  11' killed  andjSO  woanded;  of  the 
regtflars  and  militia;  and  to.  fire  kilkd  and  nine 
wnuifded,oftb:e  Ind^ians.  Ahhougti  MriT&om^ 
-son  had  stated  the  Ainerica'n  loss  at  90  killed, 
2ind  82-  (anoth^t^  iiecount  says  100)  >tounded>; 
and,  in  refefenoe  to  ds,'  had  said :  '^  Their  loi^s  is 
not  knbwn/^  he  could  not  refrain  from  adding, 
within 'air  of  triumphant  ptelisantry  :-^^*  MUth; 
regard  to   close  and  courageous   fighting,   the 

♦  Sketches  of  the  Warj.p.  76. 
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3fi€ter J  boloBgod  to  llie  Aiwricaii^ ;  hmt  m^ 
regard  to  the  Iwn  which  was  suttaiaodlY  it  ff» 
fijLQlmivdj  yi^ied  to  l^e  Sriti^h/'^ 

Geoerol  Van  Rensselaer's  letter  giy^  $t  ludi- 
crous account  of  ih»  behaiviour  of  the  Aw^iifi^tk 
militia  at  Lewistow^n.  Thiete  men,  4t  4^^..tw9 
previous^  were  lor  invading  Canada,  mt\»9^ 
voting  for  orders  from  their  coniioandiiig  :«^ 
cer*  tiow,  all  the  exhortations  of  tb^ic  .gmf»^^ 
of  lieutenant-colonel  JBJoom*  and  oYe^  of  thf 
jgrave  ^*  Jiudge  ^(eck/\.conld  not  ind^Qp  theift  to 
hndge  a  st^.  A  north-««st  iitprai  for.t^ww^r 
.eight  hoursf  ^a^t  iiotbing*  compared  to  whfti: 
.their  wounded  comrades  had  UA^  them  tkv 
mwt  expect,  if  they  came  in  c<mtAct  mtk  tpp 
liraTo  4k9th,  ''  the  green  tyg«r9,^'  as  tkiy  cfdOfid 
jtfaem»  ^'  The  ardor  ol  the  unengaged  tm^pe/' 
says  the  general^  ''  .had  entirely  sabsided.^^l  ^y 
contrasting  all  this  with  the  national  feeling  ex- 
cited by  sudb  writings  i^  it  beoomes  onr  nnplear 
•aant  task  to  iuyestigate,  the  diiforaitf^e  between 
jreality  and  fiction  striken  forcibly  on  the  mii«A. 

The  number  of  An^riew  troopfi,  wbow  d«r 
cretion  caque  90  wiell  to  their  9id>  i^  stated  aJ^ 
;from  Vl  to  16Q0 ;  and  tlie  number  of  regillai? 
and  militia  at  Lewistpwn,  exclusive  of  the  se^e- 
;ral  detachments  ordered  from  B)ack  Rock^  Qnf- 

r 

liUoe^  and  Fort-Niagara,  ami  whose  commaading 

♦  Sketches  of  the  War,  p.  75. 
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t)Aeeihsr  can  'boa^t  of  t^eir  naiMs  beifi^  ^*  eti^ 
graren  on  the  scroll  of  fetae*^  for  hiivitig  **  done 
lionor  to  their  country  upon  thii»  memorable 
day/'  amounted  to  3170  ;"*  a  tokraUe  proof 
tibrat/  at  the  lowest  estimate,  IdOO  Americans 
erossei  overtoQaeenstown,  on  the  ^^  memorabliB^ 
ISlfc  of  October,  18l«. 

-When  general  Wilkinson  eomplatiM  that  th« 
teitecutrfe  has  not  rendered  **  commoh  justice  to 
the.princtpal  actors  in  this  gallant  stene/^  not 
exhibited  ft  to  the  country  <«  in  itK  true  light, 
and    shefm    what   deeds  Americans'  are    still 

capable  of  performing  ;^t''^^^  among' us  can 
Mtatn  his  gravity?  ^*  It  isr  true,^^  says  the 
gisneral,  ^*  complete  success  did  not  ultimately 
crown  this  enterprise ;  but  two  great  dnds  wer^ 
obtained  for  the  country:-— it  re-estaMisbed 
(he  character  of  the  American  arms;*'«^it  did 
Indteed' !"*-**  and  deprived  the  enemy,  by  the 
death  of  general  Brock,  of  the  best  officer  that 
has  beaded  their  tro6ps  in  Canada  throughout 
tb^ war;** — truth  undeniable! — **  and,  with  hifi 
loss,  put  an  end  to  their  then  brilliant  career;^ 
—yet  the  capture  of  general  Wadswofth  tdok 
place*  in  less  thian  five  hours  afterwards; 

The  in^nt  we  kno%v  what  the  Americans  eir* 
peetedi:o  gain,  a  tolerable  idea  may  be  formed 
of  wbat  they  actually  lost,  by  the  attack  upott 
Qneenstown.  General  Van  Rensselaer,  in  a  letter 

*  Sc«5  p^  80         +  Sketches  of  (|ie  War^  p,  TfU^     . 
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to  inajor-general  Dearborn^  writtea^  five^ .  ^j9 
pr^iously, says  thus : — '^Should  we  succeedy we 
shall  effect  a  great  discooifiture  of  the  enemj, 
bj  breaking  their  line  of  communication,  driyr 
ing  their  shipping  from  the-mouth  of  this  river^ 
teaying  them  no^  rallying  point  in  this  part  of 
the  country,  appalling  the  minds  of  the.Caiia* 
dians,  and  opening  a  wide  and  safe  commiini-i 
cation  for  our  supplies ;  we  shall  save  our  own 
land;«— wipe  away  part  of  the  score  of  our  past 
disgrace^ — get  excellent  barracks  and  winter 
quarters,  and  at  least  be  prepared  for  an  early 
campaign  another  year.'^ — Whp.  could  belieTf 
thpt  this;yery  letter  is^iven  at  length  in  general 
Wilkinson's  book,  and  precedes,  but  a  few  pages^ 
tbo^e  ridiculous  renmrks  into  which  an  excess,of 
patriotism .  hi^  betrayed  him. 

It  is  often  said,  that  we  thro]Er  away  by  the  peiu, 
>Ybat  we  gain  by  the  sword.  ;  Had .  general 
Efrock  be^n  less  prodigal  of  his  valuable  life, 
and  survived  the  Que^nstown  battle,  he  would 
have  inade  the  13th  of  October  a  still  more 
^^^  Qdemprable^^  day,  by  crossing  the  river,  ani^ 
.carrying  FortrNiagara ;  which,  at  that  precise 
time,  was  nearly  stripped  of  its  garrison.  In^ 
stead,  of  doing  this,  and  thus  putting  an  end  to 
the.^mpaign  upon  the  Niagaras-frontier,  major- 
gf^neral  Sheaflfe,  general  Brock's  successor,  al- 
lowedir  himself  to  be  persuaded  to  sign  an  ar^ 
mistice;  the  very  thing  general  Van  Rensselaer 
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Wanted.    The  latter,  of  course,  aiiMired  his  pa- 
HiG-struck  militia,  that  the  British  general  had 
sent  to  implore  this  of  him;  and  that  be,  gene^ 
rai  Van  Rensselaer,   had ,  consented,  merely  tO' 
gain  time  t6  make  some  necessary  arrangements. 
Such  of  the  militia  as  had  not  already  scampered 
off,  now  agreed  to  suspend  their  journey  home- 
wards, and  try  another  experiment  at  invasion. 
*  On  the  15th,  all  the  militia  who  had  been  made 
prisoners,  including  the  wounded  regulars,  wei% 
sent  across  the  river,  upon  their  parole :  so  were: 
the  whole  of  the  American  officers;  not  except^' 
ing  major  Muiiany,  and  several  others,  known 
to  be  British  subjects:    nay,  even    their   side- 
arms  were  restored  to  them.      The  iion*com<i>i 
missioned  officers  and    privates  of  tlie.  regu- 
lars were  marched  to  Montreal,  to  await  their 
exchange.     Th^  American  editors  acknowledge, 
that  the  prisoners  were  treated  with  uncommon 
kindness  by  ^^the  victorious  enemy;''  yet  one 
editor  adds :  *^  For  want  of  will  or  power,  they, 
put  no  restraint  upon  their  Indian  allies,  who 
were  stripping  and  scalpingiiot  only  the  -sluinv 
btft  the  dying  that  remained   on  the  field  of> 
battle.'^*.   Doctor  Smith  says r-^' No  restraint,, 
however,  was  imposed  upon  the  Indians  by  ge^ 
neral  Sheaffe,  a  native  of  Boston.'*     He  then,  to ' 
prove  that  the  Indians  ''  stripped  and  scalped* 
the   slain,  and  even  the  woundcfd  aiid«dying 

*  Sketches  of 'Che  War^  p.  7(J. 
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An^k^n^'  sa^^: — ^^  Csftw  Ofphrie  mw^thfr 
Cmrpm  of  emign  Morris  stripi^  even  of  Us* 
sbirl^  ai»d  the  aeuU  of  ai  soldier  who  bad  bee» 
wounded,  cloven  by  a  tmiiah^wfc  :'^  *  hut,  whe^*^ 
ther  th^  ensiign's  $hit%  l«ad  not  been^stoken  hj  one^ 
of  his  ofi^n  mea^  op  the  hole  io  the  soldier's  aOttll 
was  not  a  wound  he  had  reeeivod^  in  the  battis^ 
is  deemed  a  needless  inquiry. 

While  the  B!rit|sfa  and  Americans  were  enga^ 
iflig.at  Queenstown,  the  batteries  aJk  Fort-George, 
under  the  direction  of  brigadet-HHyor   Cvant^ 
op^ied  a  fire  upon  those  at  Fort-Miagara ;  which 
If  as  nefcurned  with  hot  shot,  and  cmitinued  dot*^ 
ring  several  hours.     The  spirited  cannonade  on 
the  part  of  the  British  compelled  the  Aowrtoatt: 
ganiisoft,  commanded  by  oaptain  N.  Leonard^  ta 
retreat^  with  the  loss  of  twcx  meik'  ktUed>  by  tha< 
bunstiag    of  a    Idrpoondar^  and  several  itttn- 
wouftded  by  shot.    The  American  accoamt;  saiysi 
fasQit:  sliots  were  used  oift  both  sides.    On  the  €Kni>-  . 
t»ry,  none,  wene;*  or  could,  be  fired  from>  Foef«^ 
Geovge ;  and  the  effeots  of  such  ^as  weise  fir ed^fraai 
Fort-Niagam  are  thus  descfibed  in  the  Ameti^ 
catfi  account  :-*-^^  From  the  south  blocfc^heiatfe:^' 
th^  Amevtcan  fort,  the  shot  was  principally  di« 
reated  against  the  village  of  Newark,  and-sovendt . 
bouseswere  set  on*  li«e,  oneor  tivtO'of  which  wem. 
ent^irely  consumed, '^f 

^U\nt.  of  the  United  States,  Vol;  II!.  p.  201. 
t  StelciiDi  af/tbe  Whr,  fi^77. 


€(M{ild»<{|kgibK  cilai^Sf^  of  tlie  disti^guiiihed  ^ 
obier Wto  ftlt on' thci  Brittehside  at  fbe  Qaeeiis- 
toVNk  baetfej-^^f  fain  ^hb,  idiridbubteclly,  was 
<^  fife  bN«t>0^c^i'  ihAt  beaded  tbeii-  thk))^slhrdtigbV 
aaVfbefwii^" — it  wilt  snr^ly  biedeemeda'pardoh- 
ablc^^gresSAOh  to  give  a  brief  sketch  of  the  more ' 
pi^einifi^tft^flturcfs  of  bis  life  and  character. 

8i¥  fsfaafe  61*0011  wslsbbtii  at  Guernsey,  in  Oc- 
tttlifer  #760V  cons^ijueritljr,  was  but  43  wheii  be 
r@c^ed  the  fktal.  bullet.     He  had  entered^  the 

• 

army  at  the  age  of  16,  aiUd'  been'  lieut'eharilf^- 
e<Jie«kei  of  €b^49tbi4gibieni  since  lTd7.  Diirihg 
tbe  e;iinp^i^  in  Holland-  in  1799',  be  distin- 
giiished  hiihstelf  at  the  head  of  bis  regiment,  and- 
was's^odd  in  command  of  thci  land  forc^sr  at- 
thebattle  of  Cotletiij^geu;     Hb  was  gallaiit  and 
iMSkLiiiit^i  yet  ^rad^t  and  calculating;  de* 
i4Jterf*  ^o  his*  sovereigri,  aiid  rohiantically  fond^ 
ofUisrcoUhtry ;   but  gehtlie  and   pdrisruasive  to 
thosef  whbile  f^lihgl^  werie  Dbss  ardent  thaii  his' 
o^^     Elevated  to   thci   gbverriment  of  Upper 
CAMaiik,  he  rects^ihi^d  tlife  disaffecieii  by  niildl 
lii^V ^nd  fiki^Ufiii  ^aviring  by  argument:  all* 
Ymn^  were   cotic^liMed;    and,    in   the   trying' 
moment  of  in)*asion^  the  whole  province  dis-< 
played  a  zealous,  and  an  enthasiastic  loyalty. 

Over  the  minds  of  the  Indians  general  Brock 
had  acquired  an  ascendancy,  which  he  judi- 
cioasly  exercised,  for  purposes  conducive  no  lesa 
to  the  cause  of  humanity,  than  to  the  ijitepests  of 


\ 
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lii^  countrj.     He  engagecl  them  to  jthrp^  wide 
tlie  scalping,  knife ;  endearoured  to  implant  in 
t)ieir  breasta  the  virtui^is^  of  clemency  an<d  for- 
fctearaiice ;  and  taught  them  to  feel  pleasure  apd 
pjride,  in   the  compassion  extended  to  a  v^d» 
q)4ished  enemy.     Circumscribed  in  bis  means  of 
repelling  invasion,  he  sftudied  to  fix  the  attacb-* 
ment  ^  of  that  rude  and  wavering  people ;  and* 
by,  reducing   their   military  opecations  to  the 
known  rules  of  war  and  dismpline,  to  ipiproye 
the  value  of  their  alliance* 
.  His  strong  attach  me^nt  to  the  sef  vice,  and  pa:F- . 
ticularly  to  his  regiment,  formed  a  distinguish- 
iQg  feature  in  his  character.     There  was  a  cor- 
respondence of  regard. between  hjm.^qd  his  o^- 
c(B]rs,  and  even  the  non-<^mmissione4  <C|ffieersa^ 
privateSj^  with  an  addition  of  reverence  on  the 
p^^rt  of  the  latter^,  that  produced  the  picture  of 
^  fiappy.  family, .   Those  movements  of  feelipg 
i^hic|i  the  e^ertvpns  of  discipline  w^l  sometipaes : 
opcasipn,  r sorely  reaph^d  his  men.     He  goveu^^ . 
tjiem .  by  a  sentiment  of  esteem  ivhich  he  him- : 
self  had  created ;  and  the  consolation  wps  giyeu . 
hiuii  to  terminate  a  useful  apd  brilliant  ci>uf^  in 
th§  misfit  of  his  professioqal  family. 


> 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

Bombardment  between  the  batteries  at  Fort-Erie 
and  Black  Rock — Capture  of  some  Canadian 
voyageurs — General  Van  Rensselaer's  secession 
from    the  command — Appointment  of  general 
Smyth — The,  latter^s  plan  for  invading  Canada 
--^Re'Commencement  of  hostilities  after  general 
Sheaffe^s  armistice^^General  Smyth^s  proclama" 
tion — Preparations  for   the   invasion — Gener^f 
Porter^s  address  to  his  countrymen-^The  landing 
of  the  advance  of  the  American  army — Its  prO'^ 
ceedings  detailed^ — Summons  to  Fort-Erie — At^ 
tempt  at  invasion  given  up — Slate  of  the  Ameri" 
can  army  at  Buffaloe — Commodore  Chauncey^s 
arrival  at  I^ake  Ontario^^State  of  the  two  hostile, 
fleets — Attack  upon  the  Royal  George^^Midnight 
Jncursion  into  Gdnanoque  from  Ogdensburg-^ 
State  of  the  British  \  orks  at  Fort^Wellington — 
Unsuccessful  attqick  upon  Ogdensburg'-^Mutuat 
advance  of  the  American  northern  army  and  the 
British  troops  at  Montreal^^American  reonnois" 
sance — Retreat  of  the  American  army^  and  ter^*^ 
*  mindtiori  of  the  campaign^ 

•  •  • 

About  the  middle  of  October,  the  batteries 
vA  ^ort^Urte,  under  the  di  relation!  of  lieu  tenant- 
csDlonel  Myers,  opened  tipon:  the  opposite  fort  of 
Blapk  Rock.    Th^  latter orMtirned  onty  a  feit 


•hots ;  but  not,  as  the  Americans  allege,  on  ac- 
count of  there  being  no  heavier  cannon  mounted 
than  expounders  ;^  fot'y  not  many  months  after- 
wards, we  spiked,  upon  the  same  battery,  two 
iiy  and  two  9-pounders,  and  brpugtit  away  one 
i2j  and  three  6-pounders.  Several  shots,  it  is 
stated,  struck  the  Black  Rock  battery,  and  two 
or  Ihree  passed'  through  the  upper  loft  of  tile 
west-barracks.  The  east-barracks  were  deistroy- 
ed  by  a  bomb,  which  M^w  up  the  magazine, 
and  burnt  a  quantity  of  furs,  the  late  cargo  of 
tike  north-west  company's  brig  Caledonia,  whose 
cfapture,  as  a  British  man  of  war  brig,  we  have 
already  noticed. 

On  the  Slst  of  October,  44  Canadian  voya- 
geurs,  under  the  command  of  captain  M'I)on- 
iie);,  were  surprised,  and,  after  losing,  four 
killed  and  four  wounded,  captured,  by  a  body 
of  Americans)  undei*  a  major  Young.  The 
major's  force  is  not  stated ;  but,  as  the  Ameri- 
cans proceeded  to  the  attack  in  expectation  of 
meeting  ^^  from  one  to  three  hundred  British,'' 
we  may  conjecture  that  their  numbers  fully 
equalled  the  latter  amount.  I^'orty  prisoners, 
(one  having  escaped,)  along  with  their  baggage, 
and  some  immaterial  despatches,  f^ll  into  the 
hMiU  otf  the  Attenctenss  who^  ingediously 
ttiough ; .  ootiiRerted  ^  9F>largr  poeket^  lumdkercbirf; 
^ueh  they  found:  among. the  (fiotlsi  into^^'a^ 
(ttwldof  €a)pMii[s'\  aiid-Mr^  O'Ciotinor  eaooltiiigiy' 


tMlft  w;  itmt  ttiiQiir  YouQgibad  ike  honov  of  takiAgi 
the  first  standard  from  the  enemy  in  the  preMRt 
w^i'^  folkilemg  it  lip  with,«^*'  The  movements 
of  the  eaietny,  daring  these  ttoiea,  were  not-to^r 
them  equally  honwable  or  imfioirtant.'' 

Since  the  day  sneeeedin^i^  the  ^^  bfiHiafit'^  affair 
at  Queenstown,    wajor^eneral  Van  Rensselaer 
had  resigned  the  eommand  of  the  Niagara*frott>- 
tier  to  brigadier-geitQral  Smifith.    This  officer, 
confident  in  the  snccess' of  Asrplan  of  inirasion^. 
already  felt  npon^his  brow  the  gentle  pressure  - 
of  those  laurels^,  so  vainly  sought  after  by  ham 
two  predecessors.     The  infonnation^  which  the 
general  bad  gained  mqiecting  the  distiibutkte 
of  the  British  fovcesy  and;  the  superior  facility,/. 
as  be.  conceived,  of  dfiseaiibavking  "troops  abore 
ibe  fiilb,  induced  him  tor  Ifiis,  for   the  in^ad-  * 
ing  point,    some  part  of  the    shore    between; 
Fc^rt-Erie  aind  Chippeway.     As  the  first  step  in 
the  business:,. .  general  Smyth  was  bound  to  give* 
38i  hours'  tiortioe  of  his  intention  to  break*  off  the 
.  anttistice^which  had  been  so  goodi-naturedly  oonu 
duded   by  majors-general  Sh^fie  with,  gebeni  * 
Van  Remselaer.     This  the  American  gei^ral  didp 
at'three  o'clock-on^the  afternoon  of  the  19th^4if 
Nov.emhttF;  not,  however,  as  he  ought  to  have^r 
dtme,  at  general  l^eaffe^s  head-(|aaiters  at.Foit-^^ 
Giecs^^bat,  with,  all  the  craftiness  of  his  naliott^ 
tO'the  commanding-^oificer  at  Fort^Erie,.  the  ex^ 
tvsBW  rigfattOf  the  British  liiM ;  in  full- hopes,,  no/, 
doubt,  that  he^ould^eabletoimake  the  attack, 
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hehte  succours  could  arrive  from  F6rt*GMrge^ 
liHstant  36  miles* 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  31st,  b^^  way  per-^ 
baps  "of  announcing  the  renewal  of  hostilities^ 
the  batteries  at  Fort-Oeorge,  and  those  at  Fort^ 
Niagariai,  commenced  a  mutual   bombardment, 
the  latter  with   bot  -shot,    and    continued    it 
throughout  the  day.    The  town  of  Newark  was 
slightly  injured ;  and  several  buildings  in  ami 
near  to  Fort-Niagara  were  set  on  fire.  Mr.  Thorn- 
ton celebrates,  on  this  occasion,  ^*  the  courage^ 
ous  fortitude?^  of  the  wife  of  one  Doyle,  a  private 
in  the  United  States^  artillery,  who  bad  been 
taken  at  Queenstown.     After  stating  that  she 
.assisted  in  supplying  one  of  tlie  guns  at  Fort^* 
Niagara,  he,  in  the  true  hyperbolic  style,  de<*  > 
/claresshe  ^^  was  surpassed,  neither  by  Joan,  maid 
of  Orleans,  nor  the  heroine  of  Saragossa.^'*    ;  We 
suspect  that.'^  the  refusal  of  the  British  to  parole 
her  husband"'  arose  from  his  being  an  Irishman; 
and  that,  had.  the  lady  herself  not   been   hia 
eountry woman,  her  birth-tplace  would'  have  bmn. 
vlanfitiiigly  set  ibirth  in  the  history.     l*he  Britisk  '^ 
lobiy  by  the  cannonade,  one  man  killed,  and.cttue/ 
w#uttded;  the  Americans,  four  men  killed,  (two 
by  the  hAirsting  of  a  guu,)  and  four  wounded. 

•  General  Smyth,  in  order^  that  he  might  visit:  > 
. the  '  Canadian  shore,    with   a  .force  •  competent, 
to  retdia  the  posts,  he  should    capture^   was 
dciiroue    to    encreaee    his    lumbers,    by  siicli. 

#'Sketdhcs  of  flie  War,  p.  so. 


qioath's  service;  to  siiboit  tO;tbQ:r]gid>dii^tii|4iW^ 
oi^  a  ca^^p ;;  apicl  to  eqqqupter  the  Siritifsdi  ion  tb^r 
<it\fXk  spil.  This  zealqus  osffiiper  .had  al ready  ipAxk 
known  his  .wishes,  by  a^pptnpouiR  proolainatioii« 
dated  on  the  10th  of  November.*  IthfuUy 
answered  his  purpose ;  and,  by'the  S7tb  of  that 
illWith)  the  foroe  ooUe^cted  at  hb  station  amoimled 

tpi^OOmen^t  .  .  i. 

The.whole  of  this  army,  properly  drilled « eqnip* 
pfod)  aQd.prgi|nised,  was  to.  embark,  on' the  mom* 
ing  of  the  28th,  from  theDavy-yard  at  Black  Rbok^ 
No,  possible  preparation.  h4d  been  6mitted«  \  At 
the  naYy.-yard  there  were  lying,  for  thepttrppse  of 
ti:ansporti|}g  the  troops  across  the  river,  70  'pofalie 
bof^tp,  Q<tlcul^t^d.  to. carry 40 >nien  each  ;i5  Vdfrge 
private,  boats,  to  carry  100.  tnan  each  r  aiid  ^O 
scows,  for  the  artillery,  to^  carry  }^<  nien  each. ; 
ifhicha.  together  .with  a  nuipbdr' (Ismail  boats, 
were  to  convey  the.  whele  ae^osSy  to  effect  the 
third  inra^iofi,  and,  it  was  more  than  hoped,  tbe 
Complete  su|>j  ligation  of  Upper  Canada;^ 

,  So  easy  was  the  task,  considered,  that  gtoeval 
P9rter,  of.tbe.^{ew  York  militia,  published  an 
nildftei^ .t0.  thep^ople of  Ontario  and  Geqnessee; 
in  which  he-  a$sur(E;d  them,  i  thai  the  American 
army  would,  in  ,a  few  days,:  oqeupy  all  (the. 
Bi^itish  fortresses  on  the  N  iagara ;  restorb  peaqe  to 
the.  whole  q^  that .  section  of  the  country;  and 
redeein  the  tarnishjed  repntailion:  of  tha  tiation:. 
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^  BctifMii  one  ^d  *w(^  o^dlMk  Ml  4li^  «d«l-> 
tiof  iof  tiie  S9<^h  of  November,  tii«  nilvafice  tff 
'general  Smyth's  krwy^  oomposed  of  dcittiehtnfeiifk 
:^  picked  «m  fram  the  13th,  18th,  14fti,  dtid 
rl6th,  llnitad  Stands'  rfginiento  of  i&ftiotfy^  an* 
der  tbe  comaMAd  of  colonel  Windof  of  «be  14tb, 
tsaooompaiiied  bj  a  porty  of  na^ftl  oflleem  md 
ipmnnBm  lately  arriyod  from  one  of  tbe  A^tl«0tihc 
ports^,  embarked  at  Buffaloe  in  ten  bc^^j  to 
•canry  tbe  British  b»ttf  rioft  on  the  oppot»ite  fibore«> 
Hand,  by  that  mcanfi,  faoiUtate  tbe  psissage  oi  this 
.|nain  body  of  the  larmy. 

At  Fort*Erie  the  British  fortQe<|onsieted^ of  a 
:detachaMnt  of  80  mep  of  the  49tb,  u^der  major 
^Ormsby^  aad  about  50  of  the  NewfoundAEMEld 
fiegimeiit,  under  captain  Wbelan.  Tbe  lei¥y, 
xicypenite  Blaek  Rock,  was  ocenpied  by  two  coni* 
;paaies  of  militia,  under  captain  Bostwick.  M  • 
,a. house  on  the  Gbij^ws^-^road^  called  tbe  Red 
House,  diriant  about  two  miles  and  a  half  fi^m 
'ijort«»Erie,  was  stationed  lieutenant  Lamenft,  of 
the40^h,  having  under  his  orders  t^o  seijeunts 
ami 35  rank  and  file;  also,  lieutenant  Kiifg,  of 
ithe  royal  artillery,  with  tm^o  field-pieces,^  three 
;9iid  Gnpounder,  worked  by  o  few  milttia-artil*- 
ilarytnon.  In  the  vicinity  of  tbe  Bed  House  were 
itiwo  batteries,  one  mounting^  a  24,  the  other  a«i 
l&^u^dor;  and  which  were  also  under  the 
.cburge  of  lieutenant  Launont.  At  ^e  distaste 
of  about  amile  further  along  the  rcmd,  lieutenant 
Beirtley,  of  the  49tb}  with  two  <serjeaht»  9nd'35 


>    0»«i&i  MMJtAm  Aira^AiiiEiai.       Ill 

i^k  And  fil^,  0€^ttpi«d ;»  psi^:  mjoAm  did  lieui- 
H^nfii^t  M'lnityrfi,  «witb  the  4is4;  light  infMilfirv 

ipilcfi  .rad  a  half  ^jmxi  F^rtrJBrie..  ?^e  hmA^ 
giidistars  iof  li^Qte»9Xlt^oolopnel  Buehopp,  tht 
cmwn^ndilig  Q^ier  00  I^Mit  line^  Mrei^at  Gbi^ 
pm^y*  il^e  had  uiid^r  bus  imiiifidiate.ciijniiiandl, 
g  bi^ttationrciHQpttadr  of  tb^  41sit  K^imont,  acom^ 
pa^ij  iof  piilitia,  axxd  ia  s^naU  d«tadimeat  of  jb^ 
)lltiar»rjd]terjr,  wJUhaligbte-pftiud^c;  alfio^altna 
gir«at  di^Qi;fi>  a  detai^hme^t  of  miUtia  undar 

The  ten  Ameirioan  bof^  had.  scaiscelj  pro«> 
OfEKsdi^d  balf  the  w^y  aoroas  the  ri]irer,  .whm.  a 
pmwA  Ar^  fi^m  c^t^tn  Bostwiok^a  naa  oooi^ 
p0l)ed  tbem  to  dnop  dow.&  oppoaile  to.  th^  Bed 
19oi]$<^.    H«e  thfij  met  with  a  similar ^reoeptioai 

from  U^uibeiianl;  JLamoDti's  party,  i^ing,  bMVr 
w^t,  to  j^p  .^:i;:jtr(Bine  darkness^  it  .\¥m  daemed 
^«ele^$  to  ^re  more  than  oniB  or  two  rounds  from 
tbe^uas;  h^i^  w  alarairguns,  ihej;  paodiMed 
an. Ain^pe<Pted  jeffei^t,  that  of  scaring  aMiay/ftiia 
of  .the:  boal»»  including  the  boat  in  whiah  waa 
fiolomel  Winder.^  .. 

T:be  division  that  effected  aJandjifig  eonsiatcd 
pf.abautl90jregular  troops,  under  .Ihexomraand 
df  liefitejudnt-colonel  Boeratler,  of  the  14lh,,and 
aii^ain  King  of  the  ISth^  United  Stages'  tagi^ 
nerit ;.  andof  i^bout  fiO  seamen^.underAhfuaKAeia 


of  lieutenant-commandant  Angus  ^  asskted  by 
sadHng-master  Watts,  li^utetiant  Dudley,  atid 
nine  other  naval  officers.*  Captain  King,  taking 
with  him  60  regulars,  aUb  40  seamen,  armed  with 
Itoarding-pikes  and  cutlasses,  and  headed  by 
lieutenant  Angus,  proceeded  to  the  Red  House, 
aliout  50  yards  from  the  beach,  and  whither  lieu-* 
tenant  Lamont  and  his  little  detachment  had^just 
retired.  The  Americans  charged^  and  received  a 
volley  from  the  British,  sttcceeded  by  a  charge; 
which  drove  the  Americai^  towards  their  boats* 
Here  they  rallied,  and  re-advanced,  to  th^ 
charge ;  but  were  received  and  repulsed  as 
before.  A  third  attempt  to  subdue  this  little 
baud  was  equally  unsuccessful ;  ahdthe  Ameri^ 
eaii9>  retired  t6  their  boats,  apparently  to  awall 
8  fresh,  reinforcement.  Ashamed,  however,  t0 
beitfaus  beaten  by  a  handful  ot'  men  ;  captain 
King,  at  the  head  of  his'  regulars,  again  ad-^ 
i^anced,  by  a  eircuttoos  route,  upon  the  left  of 
lieutenant  Lamont's  position.  In  momentary 
expectation  of  reinforcements  from  Chippe* 
wsLff  lieutenant '  Lamont,  in  the  darfc^  mts-> 
took  Captain  King's  party*  for  C'anad^an  -mi^ 
litia ;  until  a  most  destructive  volley,  which 
jkilled  seven,  and  wounded  eight  of  his  men, 
as  well  as  lieutenant  King,  of  the  artilUry, 
dangerously,  and  himself  in  five  places,  con* 
vinced  him,  too  late,  of  his  error.  Being  hpw 
withmil  a  conuuander,  the  lew  gallant '  fellows 

•  Sketches  of  the  War,  p.  83. 
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who  had  not  b'eea  wounded/ e^Ki^ept  three  wto 
were  taken .  prisoners,  dispersed,  and  effc^ed 
th^ir  escape.  On.^etting  posses^ion.of  the. Red 
HQu^j.the  Americans  set  fire  t6  it;,  and  spiji^ed 
th^  two  .tieidrpiecesu  .  They  th^n  proceeded  to 
the  batteries,  and  diamounted  tfa,e>  34  and  l£^-> 
pounder,  the  former  of  which  had  been  pti^kius-^ 
If  spiked  by  one  of  the  J3rit:ish.Qffic^l^«  jW^ying 
performed  this  *'  briliiant  service/^*  tJbieAiv^n-' 
ipans  carried  to  their  boats  th^ftWoft  uniiyowQiied, 
pJbng  with  .several  of  the  ^oundtd  ipH^sOtn^rs, 
ini^lnding  lieutenant  King  of  tiie  aiAiUei:y|;:  wbq^f) 
deaths  a  week  or  two  afterwards^  wiats.no  dopbt 
occasioned  by  this  inhianiiMi  aet^^;  li^utetaant 
Lan^)Iit  was  dragged  asbort  distance^,  bbt»  for,tu«% 
nately-for  hiip,  the^enemyiconstdeied  that  adMfl 
pmoner  would  beavppor  itDinphyi  and  tfi^refeM 
left  him  an  th^  ground ;  whece,^ alread^iay^i Idiol 
tbeix.own  k^ted^  a«d  the  same,  niimiierof  thfM 
woujidcdb<  ^The  siihuraiihad,  jlnttbeuitoajtiiiii^/ 
beenianMuing  tludmseltes:  wtth;>piJls^giii^  and 
setting  £re' to  theifew  )>nH'slte.dwe)iingt;9c$kttei^ 
along  the  beach. 

It  is  now  time  to  attend  tatbe  jto^)oit9  <^f  .the 
remaining  sJub-di^diiion:  of  the  :4fami€a|i  fRvqe^ 
and  which  bad  land^d.a  mile  or.  two  belq^  th§ 
Red  House.  This  p^rty  /coasisted  of  abont .  13Q 
regulars,  under  lieutenaiit-coloiiel  i^rstl^er,  an^ 
30  seamen,  led  by  aailing^nuisleir  Watts«    Ti^i^A 

«  UMary  offthe  United  States,  Yo).  I|L  p«  S05. 
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were  attai^ked,  at  the  moment  of  laiuHiftg,  by  the 
ftukalteriiv's  detachnafe&t  of  the  49th  under  Ueu* 
teaaDt  Bardey ;  and  kept  greatly  in  check,  till  a 
¥evy  severe  loss  in  killed,  wounded,  or  mianng^ 
afid  the  near  abroach  of  another  part  of  the 
enemy^s  fovce^  whieh,  owing  to  the  darkness^  hud 
bee»  mistaken  for  militia,  compelled 
B.rtle7to»tr««t.  Soon  afterwards,  the 
caa»  again  encountered  cs^tain  Bostwick  with 
his  detachment  of  militia ;  and,  after  a  few  rounds^ 
in  whi^  the  latter  lost  three  killed^  15  wounded^ 
and  Mc  prisonefi»,  compelliad  him  also  to  retreats 

The  whole  of  this  warfare  was  conducted 
aimdit  daiiineBS ;  and  the  fears  of  the  American 
commanding^<Mffieer  induced  him  to  adopt  il 
sttatagem,  thpit'  caused  additional  perplexity  to 
the  trebly  inferior  fptve  oppoeed  to  him,  *^  lieun 
feiMuit-cek»»el  Btofstlefs"^  says- the  American  edi^ 
ler^  ^  exeridHig  a  Stentorian,  voieei,  roared  in 
various  divections^  as  thoog^  he  iCoufauKUNfed 
thlftisaiids^  aqd  created  suuh- a  ^ufk  sn  llie 
eo^my,  tiial  they  fled,  before  him  wbereyer  he; 
moyed/'* 

It  was  still  dark  when  major  Ormsby,  with  hii 
B&  men,  arriTod  ai  tbe  mill  on  Frepckman's 
eieek.  A  ftw  shots  were  there  exchanged ;  add 
the  m%ior,  after  proceeding  a  short  distas^i^  fur^ 
ther,  very  properly  hatted ;  intenduig  to  remain 
till  day-light,  which  wa^  then  £Eist  approaching^ 

*  SHit.  <rft]ieUnitsd  States,  VoU  III.  p»  904. 
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shottld  ^soover  to  him  the  number  and  anove- 
meftts  6f  the  enemy.  While  here  he  was  jained 
by  the  41  st  light  infantry^  which  had  aim  been 
partiaUy  engaged ,""  and)  atday^igbt,  lieutenant* 
€<llonel  Bisshopp  arrived  on  the  ground  with  the 
eapedvd  reinfbroenient.  His  whole  foroe^  when 
Ant  drawn  up^  did  not  exceed  affO' regulnrs*  and 
300  militia,  aided  by  a  light  6-poon.der ;  but, 
by  fi  ^'clMk  in  the  forenoon^  the^ number  of 
Mgalar  troops  became  nearly  doubled. 

Th^  expected  day-light  ho<|  ni^  only  stilled 
eoloniel  Bc&rs(/k«r's  ^*  Stentorian  voicei^f  but  driven' 
him  and  his  party  to  the  safe  side  of  the  river ; 
in  Mch  haste  too,  that  captain  Kitig  and  about 
30  of  his  men  were  left  **  in  possession  of  tbef 
co!nquered  gmuad/'*^  and  became^  iu'  eon8e>*^ 
qu#noe,' prisoners  ti>  l^e  British.  Just  as  dayi 
dawned)  colonel  Winder,  with  his  five  boats, 
containing  290  meo,^  was  a^in  on  the  river  ;- 
biit  two  or  three  welL4irected  shots  from  tho 
6-potinder^  an^  a  few  rounds  of  musketry,  made 
this  division,  as  it  approached  the  Canada-side, 
agmn  wheel  aliout,  and  retire,  for  the  last  time,' 
nndei^  the  shelter  of  Squaw  Island;  to  the' 
American  shore. 

The  circumstances  attending  this  predatory' 
eiieomon  having  been  as  much  exsi{ggerated  as 
the  afikir  at  Queenstown,  it  may  be  worth  oar 
while  to  b Atow  a  gkmce  at  some  of  the  more 

♦  Sketchef  of  the  War,  J).  84. 
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proa|i|ieiit  ini$tatein^fits«  Mr*  O'ConnoIr  has, 
strange  enough^  not  thought  this  *'  bHlHant  aer^ 
vtce^  desetring  a  place  in  his  book;  ^ut  Mr. 
Thomson  has  devoted  foor  or  five  pages  to  it, 
and  doctor  Smith,  in  bis  Usual  way,  has  bOT': 
roiyed  his  account  from  the  latter;  first  takifig 
care^  by  transposing  the  v^ords,  and  .emh0lH«b«* 
ing  the  s^ie,  not  to  be  guilty  of  plagiari${n» 

Both  of  our  z^lous  historian^  describe  lieu- 
tenant  Lamont's  force  aa  *^  350  men  ;*"  and .  aver 
that  captain  King  made  from  tfaia  party  alpne 
^^  abotit  60  prisoners/'  Tba-dismountingfofi.tiie 
two  heavy  guns^  spiking,  bftbe  two  field-pieMRi/ 
and  the  horning  and  destroying  of  private  pro* 
p^^ty  for  a  few<n|iled  along  the  beaph,  are  r0pre-. 
sented  thus; — "  Every  battery,  between  Chip-* 
peway  and  Fort*£rie,  was>now  earned ;  the  can- 
non spiked  or  destroyed,  and  16  miles  of  the 
CanlEiidian  frontier  laid  waste  and  deserted."  Doc- 
tor.Smith,  having  been  informed  that  the  guns 
were  not  ^'  destroyed,"  and  justly  coiisideriog 
that  '^  Imd  ^i^te"  might  imply  wbat^  alotig  *aii 
^xteiit  of  a  few  miles^  actually  b^peiKBd,  to  the^ 
disgrace  of  the  invading  force^  states  thus  i-r- 
**  Every  battery,  between  Chippe«9(ay  and  Fort- 
Erie,  was  carried,  thecartnon  spiked  •  and  a  fron- 
tier of  16  miles  entirely  cleared^"  Cqy^aia. 
King's  stay  on  the  Canadian  nhore,  or;  :9$iMr. 
Thomson  h«ppi)y  e:i^pF0sses  it,'  his  ^ViiBqftauting 
in  possession  of  the  conquered  ground,  until  the 
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mam  body  of  the- army  should  cross  orer  the 
strait,  and  inarch  to  the  assault  of  th^  Bri^h 
forts/'  was  because  he  and  his  *^  13/*  not  30, 
mmi  ^'  were  anxious  to  complete  the  destruc-^ 
tion  of  every  breast-wovk  and  barrack  of  the 
enemy/'*  The. flight  of  colonel  Bderstler  and 
the  remainder  of  the  American  regulars  and  sai^ 
leraia  denominated,  returning  '^  from  their  suc- 
ctesfol  enterprise/'*^  '^  as  soon  as  the  ends  of  this 
daring  and  well  executed  adventure  had  beM 
completely  aceomplished/'f  .     .     ' 

'The  loss  of  the  British,  oa  this  occatrion,.  wlui 
in  firoportioii  to  the  strenuous  exertions  they 
had  made-  to  repulse  an  enemy,  whose  numbers 
wer^  so  supeinon  By  the  returns  there  were  It 
killed,  47.  wo£»nded, 'ait^'SS  missing.;^  And 
yet^  aecordidg  to- the  American  accounts^  be^ 
sides  the  ^^  SO  prisoners?'  taken  at  the  Red 
House,  .eolonel  Beerstler  made  ^^severar*  in  his 
excurnon^  The  loss  M-  the  Americasis,  excipt 
as  to  offiews^  no  wherb  appears.  •  "Mr.  Thomson 
naoMSv  among  the  killed,  sailingrinaster  Wattii> 
aad,  among'  thewouildcid,  a  midshipmap,  and 
tktee  captainis  smd  a  Ikntensmt  of  iufhntry ; 
adding,  that  seven  out  of  12  of  the  navy-officers 
were  wounded.    - 

In  expectation,  no  doubt,  that  '^  this  gallant 
and  successful  enterprise,''  seconded  by  four  or 

^  Sketches  of  the  War,  p.  84* 
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Ave  hours^  bombardment  by  the  batteriea  at 
Black  Roek,  had  inspired  the  British  with  dread 
of  the  American  arms,  general  Smyth,  about 
one  o'clock  in  the  day,  sent  across  a  flag  of  tmoe^ 
to  demand  the  surrender  of  Fort-Erie  to  the 
American  army.  To  this  ridiculous  demand^* 
colotiel  Btsshopp  sent  a  very  proper  Tfiplf^ 
i¥hich  may  be  summed  up  in  these  woida: 
— '^  Come  and  take  it."  Captain  Fitzgerald 
parried  the  retum-message ;  and  general  Smytlu 
displaying  before  him  bis  ndmerous  force^  tried 
every  means  in  bis  power  to  frighten  the  British 
commander  into  a  bloodless  surrender  of  his.post. 
The.  morning's  success  was  tp  hate  beenlU* 
(owed  up  by  the  embarkation  of  the  whola  4000 
tne^.  One  half  of  tins  force,  it  appears,  bad 
actually  embarked ;  '^  and,"  says  Mr.  Thomson, 
*^  about  500  British  troops  had  been  drawn  up 
in  line,  about  half  a  asile  from  the  riTcr^  souad^ 
ing  their  trumpets  and  bugles^  and  indicatmg 
tfaeir  ri^adioeas  to  receive  the  Americamsk'^t  '^^^ 
American  troops,  however,  after  being  allowed 
to  eiypy  this  aeene  till  late  in  the  aftemcMNiv 
Yfen  ordei^  to  disembark,  with  ^^  an  asear- 
9m^$  i^t  the  expedition  mm  only  postjidfaed 
until  the  boats  should  be  put  in  a  state  of i bettev 
preparatioto-^'i*    .     , 

*   On  gundtiy  the  30th,  the  troops  reoeiyed  orders 

to  prepare  fpr  embarkation  on  the  following 

•  App.  No.  I5r    .      t  Skdtckfi  of  the  Waf,p«  U.  .    . 
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teorningy  at  nine  o'clook.  -  After  a  s^ttabf^le 
aiiicmg  the  geneml  <>ffio^ri  about  tbe.{Nro|wrti«n 
fyi  embarking,  and  the  proper  point  fojr  disem- 
barking,  the  troops^  the  expedition  was  onterod 
to  be  ready  by  three  o^cloek  on  Tuesday  ooni* 
ing.  The  men  were  ready,  and  partly  in  tha 
boatfi ;  when  general  Porter  revived  mden  fiom 
general  Smyth,  to.  disembark  immediateJ^^ 
^  He  was  at  the  same  time  informed/'  says  tha 
American  account,/'  that  the  invasion  of  Ctttad^ 
was^abandoned,  for  the  season  ;  -  that  the  .'i^gti^ 
lars  were  ordered  into  winter  quarters ;  and  H^^ 
as  the  services  of  the  yolutiteers.  could  noW  be 
dispensed  with,  they  might  stack  their  arms^  and 
return  to  their  homes.  Tbd  seene  of  diteo&Mt>t 
which  foliofved  was  Without  a  parallel ;:  400& 
men,  without  ordei:  or  resti^int,  indignM^ly 
discharged  their  muskets  in  every  dir^ti^  i 
and  the  person  of  the  commlmding-dffic^  wafi^ 
tbraatened/'  Two  or  three  pag^  ntfore  of  Mni 
Thomson's  book  are  filled  v^ith  eon^laiati* 
against  general  Smyth,  for  his  behiiviottr  on  thia 
occasion.  To  all  4>f  tyhich  he  answevs,  thai  he.: 
'<  bad  ehlled  togletiier  a  oouacil  of  his  offlcwS) 
and  they  decided  agtaiBtet  the  contemplated  ope*' 
rations,  upon  the  ground  of  the  insufficiency  oi^ 
forte ;  and  that)  eircumstunced  as  he  wai^  he 
thought  it  his  doty  to  follow  the  cautious  conn^ 
sell  of  experience^  and  tkot,  by.prbcipitatio%  tor 
add  to  the  list  of  defeats." 
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'  C6ai|)aring  the  bombastie  language  of  general 
Smyth's  ptoelamatien, wherein  he  had  invited  his 
Gdhntiymen  to  partake ^ith  him  in  the  plander 
6f' the 'Canlidas^  with  the  desponding  tone  he 
assttMed  when  he  ordered  his  troops,  just  at  the 
erisidof  their  liopes,  to  retire  to  their  huts  for  the 
winter^  we  cannot  be  surprised  at  their  con- 
tempfii6us  indignation,  so  fully  expressed  in 
the  hick-name  they  gave  him  of,  ^  general  Vatt 
Bladder;^  nor  at  the  grief  and  perplexity  of  the 
Washington  patriots,  whose  ardor  for  invaision  a 
third  discomtiture  contributed  nothing  to  aliay.  1 

We  know  not  which  to  applaud  most,  the 
gallantry  displayed  by  the  few  regulars  and 
miKtia  that  defeated  the  enemy's  plan  of  inva-t 
sion,  on^the  morning  of  the  38th  of  November; 
or  the  firmness  of  the  field-officers  of  the  line 
and  of  the  militia^  who,  sitting  in  council,  aa 
they  had  been  ordered,  on  the  1st  of  December^ 
unanimoXisly  declared,  that  they  did  no^  <ioiisi- 
dera-rjpti^at  to  be  at  all  necessary ^  norameia« 
sure  to 'be 'looked  forward  to;  and  that  asmail 
rein^r<Bement  would  enable  them  to  gain  amost» 
decisive  advantage  over  any  force  ^whieb  the' 
bra^gitig  Mf'  Smyth  might  hsue  it  in  his  jiower 
to  send  against;  them.  r       :  ; 

'  'Disappoitited  in  the  expectation  of  gaining 
the  command  of  the  -lakes  by  the  iiivasion  of 
Upper  Canada,  the.  Amerioah  governlient  adopted 
immediate  measures  to  provide  on  '  those  in<« 
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land  seas,  a  naval  force  superior  to  that  of  the 
"British:  As  the  first  step,  commodore  Isaac 
Chauncej,  one  of  the  oldest  captains  in  the  Ame- 
rican service;  was  appointed  to  the  conimand. 
This  officer  arrived  at  Sackett's  Harbor,  in  Oc- 
tober, 1812;  invested  with  full  potvers  to  biiy*, 
build,  and  equip,  till  his  force  should  attain  the 
requisite  superiority.  Some  schooners  were  pur- 
chased ;  and  a  ship  of  590  tons  laid  on  the  stocks. 
Previous  to  the  end  of  the  month,  two  detach- 
ments of  seamen,  one  of  400,  from  the  United 
States*  frigate  John  Adams,  (then  about  to  be 
reduced  to  a  corvette,)  the  other  of  100,  selected 
from  the  different  ships  on  the  seaboard,  along 
fi^ith  a  number  of  active ,  officers,  arrived  at 
Sackett^s  Harbor. 

At  this  time,  the  British  fleet  consisted  of  the 
Royal  George,  a  ship  of  340  tons,  and  of  three 
smaller  vesseh$^  that  averaged  about  1^0  tons ; 
mounting,  altogether,  50  guns;  chiefljr  carron^ 
ades'and  long  sixes.  These  vessels  were  wholly 
manned  by  Canadians;  and'  eyein  commodore 
Earle,  their  commander,  was  not  an  officer  of 
the  r6yal  navy^  He  had  proved  his  incompe^ 
tency,  by  not  capturing  the  Oneida  brig,  Keiite- 
nant  Woolsey,  at  the  commencement  of  the  war  I 

With  so  ample  means  in'  his  power,  comiiio<^ 
dore  CJhauiiccy  had,  by  the  6th  of  *Nb**ember, 
equipped  a  fleet,  composed  of  the  brig  Oneida, 
^nd  six  tine'  schooners^  of  the  united  burthen  of 
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830  tons.  The  total  nomber  of  guns  in  hit 
4eet  did  not  exceed  48 ;  but  several  of  these 
were  long  32  and  24*pounders,  and  the  greater 
part  mounted  upon  traversing  carriages,  by 
which  their  effect  was  doubled.*  When  we 
consider  that  these  seven  vessels  were  manned 
with  upwards  of  500  experienced  seamen,  it 
will  not  be  too  much  to  say^  that  commodore 
Chauncey  could  appear  on  the  lake  with  a  force 
doubly  sqperior  to  that  of  his  adversary. 

Accordingly,  having  ascertained  that  the 
Boyal  George  and  two  of  the  schooners  were 
hourly  expected  back  from  Fort*George,  whi* 
ther  they  had  been  carrying  a  small  detachment 
o>f  troops,  the  commodore  sailed  out  upon  the 
lake ;  and,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  8th^  to  his 
gi*eat  joy^  fell  in  with  the  Rojal  George  alone. 
Chase  was  given,  bt^t  she  was  lost  sight  qf  in  the 
night.  On  the  next  morningj  however,  she  was 
disiBOvered  in  Kingston  channel,  .  and  again 
chased  by  the  whole  American  squadron*  **  By 
the  alternate  prevalence  of  squalk  and  ci^ms,'' 
Bays  an  American  naval  editor,  '^  the  squaibon 
was  led  in  close  pursuit  into  the  harbor  of  the 
enemy  at  Kingston.'^  .  A  mutual  cafinonading 
took  place,  and  the  Royal  George  was  compelled 
to  -run  further  up  the  bay.  The  Anaerican  edi- 
tors all  concur  in  celebrating  the  event,  as  a 
prai^9gfs  of  the  commodore's  future  fame^    One 

...  *  See  Jiimei'9  Nftf  a1  Occurrences,  p.  29a« 
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of  the  American  oflicers  concludes  a  flamiiig 
account  of  the  '^  bombari^ment  of  the  town^' 
thus :  ^'  Our  sailors  had  no  grog ;  they  want  no 
stimulus  of  that  kind-  they  seeni  to  have  no  fear 
of , death/'  The  reader^s  surprise  will  oease^ 
vtfhjQU  he  learns  that,  during  the  whole  of  this  two 
hours'  appalling  ^*  cross**fire  of  five  batteries  of 
flying  artillery,  in  all  about  40  guns,"*  so  welU 
managed  was  the  distance^  that  no  one  was  hurt 
on  i^ore,  and  only  one  man  killed,  and  three 
wounded,  on  board  the  American  squadron*  It 
was  not  the  ^'  heavy  showers  of  round  and 
grape/'  but  of  snow^  that  cjpitipeUed  the  com* 
modore  to  haul  off,  and  return  to  Sackett's  Har« 
bor«  According  to  sir  George  Prevost's  letter,  the 
American  squadron  had  sailed  out  '^  for  the  pur* 
pose  pf  carrying  the  port  of  Kingston  by  sur- 
prise;" but  no  such  intention  was  evinced  on 
the  part  of  the  American  commander*  l,t  is  not 
improbable,,  however,  that  the  latter's  exagge** 
ra|ed.  account  of  his  reception^  tended,  Jn  no 
small  degree^  to  the  security  of  Kingston  during 
the  remainder  of  the  war. 

Our  vicinity  to  the  St.  Lawrence  reminds  us^ 
fhat  we  have  to  cwrecit  the  mistatemenis  of  the 
Amarioans,  respecting  two  otherwise  uniteper* 
tant  operations  in  thisquarter.  In  the  autufsga  of 
1812,  about  60Q  American  trpop9«  under  general 
Brown,  of  the  New  Yorkmilitia»  were^garri|Qned 

*  Sketchei  of  tie  War,  p.  93. 
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at  O^^ntsbiir^,  a  viiiage  of  about  70  houses  and 
some  Very  strong  works,  situate  on  the  river-side, 
and distant  kbout  60  teiles  from  Sackett's  Har* 
hat.^  '  The  iiiist  of  these  operations  was  a  ^^  dar-* 
ing  exploit"  performed  by  the  Americans,  ontke 
moaning  of  the  {^Ist  of  September.     To  under- 
stand'the  thing  pmperly,  the  American  accoani 
most  precede  ourb.    *^*  Captain  Forsythe/'  isays 
Mr.  Tliomson,  '^  of  the'rifle<-regiment,  being  at 
the  garrison  of  Ogde^sburg^  projected  an  expe*^ 
dition  against  a  small  village  in  the  t6Wti  <if 
Leflids,  in  Canada,  called. Gaoailoque.     In  thiil 
Tillage  was  the  king^s  store-house,  containing 
immense  quantities  of  arms  and  ammunition ; 
and  captain  Forsythe  was  resolved  on  its  des- 
truction.    In  the   night  of  the  SQth^  instant^ 
tl^refore,  a  number  *of  boats  being  pr^tided,  he 
embarked   with  70  of  his  own  men, '  and  34 
militiarmen.    Before  day-light  of  the  Slst,  they 
reached  the  Canadian  stiore,  and  landed^  unpb* 
served,  at  a  little  diistance' from  the  villagei 
The  senemy  BOon  after  discoVev^d  them; 'and 
they  were  fired  on  by  a  party  of  135  regulars 
and  militia.    Forsythe  drew  up  his  ^  men,  and 
retiiltied'  tb^r  fire  with  such  effect,  that  )tfa« 
Britiifa  retreated  iil' disorder ;  and  were  putraed 
to  dM  village,  ^here  they  htl  lied  and  resolved 
on  making  a  stand,  and  dispiiling  the  passage 
of  a  liridge.   -  An  action  took  place  here^  wbieh 

♦  SeePJatell. 
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resttlted  in  the  same  infanher  as  the  former.  The 
enemj  ag^aiQ  fled^  making  his  escape  over  the 
bridge^  and  leavings  10  of  his  numbet'  killed, 
eight  regulars  and  sevei^l  militia- men  prisoners, 
4Eind  the  village  and. storehouse  in  possession  of 
the  American; party.  Captain. Fesrsjthe  lost  one 
in  killed,  iand.one  juirounded.  After  releasing  the 
militiarprisoiieis  On. their. parole,  and  taking  btit 
a  qnantit j:  of  wms,  fixed  ammunition,  povrder, 
fliatSy^'and  other!  articles  of  public  profperty,  and 
setting  fire  to  the .  store-boUse,  he  retu^rned  to 
Cape  Vincent  with  these,  and  the  eight  regulargi 
pris0Aecs/'*^. 

,  The^'^vil^ge'^ofCiananoque  consieted,  a^tthis 
tiiBe,6f  at>ufaliq<^h6ose  and  a  saw-mill,  alsostsmall 
hutv  inhabited  by  colonel  Stoneof  tfaelmilitia; 
in  whose  possession  were  two  kegs  of  fixed  am.-* 
munition,  aiad  a  cliest  containing  about  30  mus- 
kets. The  Americans  landed,  in  the  dead  of 
the  night,  by  the  aid  of  a  traitor;  and  entered 

0* 

the  ^^  village/'  while  the  inhabitants. were  asleep. 
On  arriving  opposite  to.  colonel  Stone's,  hou^e, 
some  villain  of  the  American  party  fired  into  the 
window,  and  wounded  Mrs.  Stone^  most  daiiger- 
otisly,.a8  she  lay  in  her  bed..  W  ben  tlie  comman'- 
der  of  t|)ese  midnight  prowlers  a|tei;Ward^.os^me 
into :the  house,  the.  poor  woman,  sitting.|ip  19  h^r 
bed,  expostulated  fr^^ly.  with  him  upon  the. das-- 
tardly  at^ck  whi^h  he  and   his  followers  had 

.  ♦  SketckoB  of  the  War,  p.*  W.-   . 
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made ;  and  she  aetnallj  ponesisd  magnaiDBiitjr 
enough  to  conceal  from  bis  knowled^^  Ac 
dreadful  UMiand  she  had  ncetred  in  the  bodjr. 
The  noise  of  the  firing  had  brought  vp  be^ 
tween  30  and  40  militia-men  ;  but,  as  for  ^*  rego- 
kurs/^  there  was  not  one  within  20  miles  oS  the 
spot.  Of  the  militia*aien  not  more  than  six  or 
eight  came  with  arms  in  their  hands ;  and  it  was 
they,  and  not  ^^  ISA  regulars  and  militia/^  that 
infiicted  the  small  loss  sustained  by  the  Ameri* 
cans.  Instead  of  ^^10/'  we  had  only  one  killed* 
The  other  incidents  mentioned  in  Mr.  Thomson's 
account  are,  we  presume,  embellishments  of  bis 
own  ;  not  omitting  the  dignified  appellation  of 
<*  king's storerhouse''  conferred  upon  Mr.  Stone^s 
hut,  and  of  '*  village^'  upon  that  but,  a  public^ 
house,  and  a  saw-milL 

Opposite  to  Ogdensburg,  where  the  St.  Law^ 
rence  is  just  1800  yards  across,  is  situate  th6 
British  village  of  Prescott^  or^  as  since  called, 
Fort«Welling^ton ;  disttttt  68  miles  from  Kings- 
t<m,  and  190,  in  an  opposite  direction,  from 
Montreal.  In  1800  or  10)  sii^  James  Craig,  then 
governor  of  Lower  Canada,  sent  parties  of  meff 
upon  several  of  the  little  islands  in  tho  St.  Law- 
rence^ to  blow  up  or  otherwise  destroy  a  quantity 
of  old  French  guns,  that  bad  been  lying  thei«, 
probably  since  the  days  of  Wolfe.  No  sooner  did 
news  of  the  kte  war  nsaek  Preseott,  than  13  of 
these 'guns,  han^-ambed,  and  without  trunnions. 
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were  fisliwl  up  from  the  bottom  of  the  ri  v€r^  Tbe 
loss  oi  troBDAong  was. attempted  to  be  supplied 
by  substitutes  of  wood ^  Mrith  iron  hoops;  apd 
carriages  for  the  guns  were  constructed  by  the 
Canadian  carpenters.— *These  fine  pieoeeof  artil-> 
lery  were  then  mounted  upon  an  open  &tea-bat<i 
tery^  formed  chiefly  of  mud;  but  yet  denomi'* 
nated  by  Mr.  Thomson  ^  ^^  a  strong  line  of  breast- 
works/' With  an  old  farmer  for  an  engineer, 
the  people  of  Prescott,  on  the  2d  of  October, 
c^ned  a  fire  upon  Ogdensburg ;  and^  by  the 
bursting  of  one  of  the  guns,  inflicted  upon 
thenaselves  the  only  loss  that  was  sustained.  A 
few  months  afterwards,  an  ofiicer  of  the  engi^ 
neers,  who  had  been  sent  from  head-quarters 
to  inspect  the  guns  at  this  '^  strong  breast-* 
work,^^  condemned  the  whole  of  thenn. 

On  the  second  day  from  that  on  which  the 
^'  heavy  cannonading^'  took  ptace^  coldnel  Letfr^ 
bridge,  who  commanded  at  Fort-Wellingteu,  de« 
termined  to  assault  the  fort  of  Ogdensburg.  He 
took  with  him  eight  artillerymen,  two  companies 
of  the  Canadian  fencibles,  about  40  of  the  New- 
foundland regiment,  under  captain  Skinner,  and 
160  Highland  militia,  who,  after  travelling  the 
whole  night,  had  just  arrived  in  carts,  from 
Cornwall,  distant  48  miles.  There  were  several 
other  militia-men  at  the  post ;  but  the  Highlan-* 
ders,  fatigued  as  they  necessarily  must^have  been, 
were  all. that  would  consent  to  accompany  the 
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regulars  across  to  the  attack*  ColoneL  Leth-^ 
bridge,  with,  his  few  men,  advanced .  towards 
Ogdensburg;  and  captain  Skinner,  having  his 
sodall  detachment  on  board  two  gun-boats,  at-* 
tacked  and  silenced  the  American  batterj  uj>on 
the  point  below  the  town.  The  small  force  that 
had  embarked  could  make  little  or  no  impres- 
sion upon  so  strong  a  position :  the  boats  there- 
fore returned,  with  a  trifling  loss.  It  was 
afterwards  ascertained,  that  general  Brown  was 
preparing  to  abandon  the  fort ;  a  clear  proof 
diat,  hiad  all  the. men  embarked,  the  enterprise 
would  have  been  successful..  Mr.  Thomson, 
after  exaggerating  the  British  force  to  the  usual 
extent,  confers  ridicule  upon  the  whole  afiair, 
by  saying:  —  '^  There  has  been  no  engagement,' 
perhaps^  in  which  more  gallantry  was- exhibited 
on, both  sides.'^* — Mr.  O'Connor  equally^contri- 
bates  to  raise  a  smile.  *'  By  this  action,/^  says 
he^j^'  the  British  are  taught,  that  400  Yankees 
will  not  decline  a  combat,  when  attacked  hy, 

lOOOof  their  troops/^ t         .. 
The  hopes  of  the  war-party  now  rested  upon 

the  northern  army,  or  **  arpay  of  Canada/^  sta* 
tioned  at  Plattsburg,  in  the  state  of  New  York; 
This-army,  which,  according  to  Mjr.  Thomson's 
computation,  consisted  of  5737  men,  or>  accord- 
ing to  other  American  accounts,  of  that  number 
of  regulars  only,  besides  2  or  3000  militia,  was 
*  Sketches  of  the  War,  p.  68.       f  History  of  the  War,  p.  61. 
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Under  the  com  maud  of  major<^'general  DearbcHm  1 
who  is  titated  tahave  received  positive  ordeni  tb' 
winter  in  MontreaL  As  if  d^ermined  to  make 
the  attempt^  the  whole  armj^  divided  into  twO' 
brigades^  under  major-generals  BlckMoafield  and* 
Chandler,  marched,  on  the  lAth  of  November^ 
to  the  American  village  of  Cfaamplain,  situate 
about  six  miles  from  the  bonndarj-line  between 
Lower  Canada  and  the  United  Stately. 

The  instant  this  was  known  at  Montrelilt 
the  brigade  of  British  regulars  and  militia  sta*- 
tioned  there,  consisting  of  about  600  Of :  the 
latter,  and  the  8th  and  Glengary  regiments,  iil- 
all  about  1900  men,  crossed  the  St*  tiiwrence^ 
and  marched  for  La  Prairie,  distant  about  nine 
miies«  Here  the  men  arrived  at  midnight^  and' 
werfe  distributed  into  quaftei'SA 

The  two  armies,  one  of  invasu>n,  the  other  of 
defence,  being  now  within  a  few  miles  of  each 
other,  about  300  of  the  l5tti  United  States'  regi-* 
ment,  under  the  command  of  lieutenant-^colonel 
Pike,  accompanied  bj  a  detachment  of  cavalry 
and  some  militia,  were,  at  two  o'clock  on-  the^ 
morning  of  the  10th,  despatched  across  the  lines,' 
upon  a  reconnoissance*  Being  unexpectedly  fired 
upon  by  a  party  of  40  Indians  and  voyageurs,  or 
north-west  company's  armed  men^  stationed  as 
an  advanced  picket  near  the  river  La  Cole,  th^ 
American  regulars  were  thrown  into  confusion, 
and   fired   upon    each    other;    by  which   they 

VOL.   t.  K 
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womu&ad  fite  of  th«ir  own  iaeii.  In  the  w^an 
time^  tibe  British  adrcneed  part  j  made  good  their 
reteuti  unmoleatedy  and  iiFitbont  a  man  having 
been  hurt.  A  wounded  prisoner,  brought  in  by 
the  Indiana,  m$  wetl  as  some  deeerters^  estimated 
the ^Amerieafi  Joss  at  between  30  a«d  40.  Mr«* 
Thomson^'  withpttt  9tating  his  own^  describes  our 
force,  as  ^^  a  large*  body  of  British  and  Indians;'' 
and  then  boarts^  that  the  Americans  ''  burned  a 
blook-hottse^  and  jNit  the  garrison  tq  flight/'  Not 
a  wo^d  is  there. about  the  luen^  in  their  confu* 
MOp^  wounding  each  other,  or  about  any  lo$s 
ly^hatever  sustained  by  the  American  party. 
After  pprf<nrmiilg  this  gallant  achievement, 
*  the  American  araty  hutiied  back^  in  full  retreat,- 
to  Plattsburg  and  '  B«irlington.  Here  the  r^ 
gulars  prepared  to  winter ;  but  the  cavalry  ^md 
flying  artillery,  proceeded  to  the  southward^- in 
search  of  n^ore,  comfortable  quarters.  General 
Dlearborn's  pgeom.i^ed  visit  to  Montreal  being 
now  put  off  sine  4ie,  the  British  troops  re-cros^ied 
the  St.  Lawrence ;  the  militia,  who  formed  the 
chief  part  of  the  forpe,  relired  te^  their. homes; 
the  few  regulars  into  wint^^r-i^uarters ;  and  thus 
the  campaign  of  1S12.     ^ 


» « 
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CHAPTER  Vx 

^  t  • 

Opening  of  the  campaign  ofl^l3 — Amefidan  ptkm 

of  operations    developed -*^  British  regulars  ini' 

Upper  Canada  —  Predatory   excursions  of- the 

-  Americans  on  the  St.  Latidrence  ^-^  Jteialiatoty 

attack  on  Ogdensburg^  and  capture  of4lei^enpiece9 

of  ordnance —  Unparalleled  heroism  of  ^  captain 

Jenkins — Alteration  of  an  official  letter^^Gap^ 

ture  of  York  in  Upper  Canada-^Destruttion  of 

the  public  buildings — Remarks  on  the  deJinCe* 

less  state  of  that  post^^^Attack  upon^  and  capture 

of  Fort-George-^Retreat  of  major-general -Vin* 

cent — Capture  of  Fort^Erie-^ Arrival  at  Kings* 

tm  of  sir  James  L.  Yeo--^Sir  George  Prevos^s 

attack  upon  Sacket^s  Harbor-^His  abandon'^ 

ment  of  possession-^Remarks  on  the  important 

consequetuies  that  xoould   have  ensued  from  an 

opposite  proceeding'^*' American  strictures  on  sir 

George's  despatches. 

V  IGOROUS-praparations  had  been  making  by 
the  American  government^  to  open,  with  .some 
eaUt^  the  campain  of  1813.  Reinikurcements  of 
troops  from  most  of  the  recraiting  distriets, 
together  with  the  necessary  sopplies  of  pnovi- 
sions  and  military  equipments,  had  been  for* 

K  3 
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warded  with  the  utmost  celer^j;  and  everjr 
thing  promised  a  successful  issue  to  tlie  contem- 
plated operations  against  the  British  North- 
American  provinces.  According  to  an  impor^ 
tant  state-paper,  dated  on  the  10th  of  Februarj, 
IfilS^  and  signed  bj  the  American  secretary  at 
war^  the  American  government  was  now  wil- 
ling, or,  in  other  wprds^  compelled,  to  suspend, 
for  ft  while,  ^'  the  main  attack;^'  that  is,  as  we 
presume,  the  attack  which  was  to  result  in 
finally  expelling  us  from  ^^  the  contiiieat*"  of 
America.* 

This  friendly  moderation  is  thus  made  known : 
--^^^  It  then  remains  to  choose,''  says  Mr.  Arm- 
strong, V  between  a  course  of  entire  inaction, 
because  incompetent  to  the  maiii  attack,  or  one 
secondary,  but  still  an  important  object.  Such 
would  be  the  reduction  of  that  part  of  Upper 
Canada,  lying  between  the  (own  of  Prescott  on 
the  St.  Lawrence  and  Lake  Erie,  including  the 
towns  of  Kingston  and  Yoric,  and  the  forts 
George  and  Erie.  On  this  line  of  frontier  the 
enemy  have,  at  Prescott  300,  at  Kingston  600, 
at  George  and  Erie  1200,  making  a  total  of  regu- 
lar troops  of  3100.  Kingston  and  Prescott, 
and  the  destruction  of  the  British  ships  at  the 
former,  would  present  the  first  object;  York,, 
and^  the  frigates  said  to  be  builiMng  there,  the 
second ;  George  and  Erie  the  thirdi    The  force, 

•     -  •  »   •  •  'Sec  p.  .77. 
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to  be  employed  on  ttiis  service  should  not  foe  le;»(i 
than  6OOO9  because,  in  this  first  entjerprise  of  a 
second  campaign,  nothing  must,  if  possible,  b^ 
left  to  chance/^* 

.  We  have  here,  from  the  fountain»head  p£ 
a^ithority,  a  clear  view  of  the  intended  opera* 
tions  against  the  upper  province;  and  shall 
isee,  as  we  proceed,  to  what  extent  these  reduced 
expectations  became  realized.  It  is  gratifying 
to  receive  from  the  mouth  of  our  eKeiiAy,  so 
accurate  an  account  of  the  JBritish  regular 
•force  in  this  quarter;  nor  is  it  less  so,  to,ob<» 
serve  the  respect  paid,  to  that  r^ular.  fofrCi^ 
la  the  high  odds  that  are  requifedi  to  place 
the  issue  of;  a  struggle  beyond  the  reach  of 
*^  chance." 

,  The  river  St.  Lawrence  is.  seldom .  opei|;  for 
th^  purposes  of  navigation  before  the  middle 
of  May.  Its  frozen  ^tate,  in  the  months  of 
January  and  February,;  had  enabled  captaifi 
Forsythe,  who  still  comtDanded  a  detachment  of 
;Unit;ed  States^  riflemen. at  O^ensburg,  to  send 
frequent  parties  across,  not  only  to  attack  the 
few  Canadian  militia  that  occupied  posts  of 
.cooui^unicatioa  along  the  British  shore ;  but,  as 
he /had  done  in  tlie  preceding  fall,  to  commit 
depredations  upon  the  persons  and  properties 
of  the  unarmed  inhabitants.  A  second  of 
these,  nocturnal  excursions f  has  been  thought 

*  Wilkinson's  Mem.  Vol.  Ill,  hi^  App<  Ko.  ^.     t  Sec  p.  13^. 
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deserving  a  place  among  the  brtllraiit  adiieve* 
inents  of .  the  American  troops.  Mr.  Thomson 
tells  ns  that,  on  the  night  of  the  6th  of  Febra«* 
ary,  captain  Forsjthe3  with  ^'  200  men,  besideid 
colonel  Benedict  ind  several  private  gentle- 
men/^*  crossed  over  updn  the  ice  t<f  Elizabeth- 
town,  or,  as  now  calMd,  Brookville,  distant  about 
10  mil^s  from  Fort^ Wellington,  After  wounding 
a  militia^seiitrf ,  the  gentlemen  broke  into  the  few 
houses  in  the  village,  not  omitting  the  gaol, 
and  carried  off  the  male^inhabitants,  to  the  num- 
ber df  62, '  So  tne  of  these,  like  many  blacksmiths 
and  taterti*ktepers  in  the  United  States,  held 
commissions  in  the  fnilitia.  Nothing  could  hapr 
pien  better.  The  American  public  was,  a  day 
or  two  afterwards,  officially  told  of  the  capture, 
in  a  very  gallant  manner,  of  a  British  guard, 
conisisting  of  53  men,  including  two  majors,  three 
captains,  and  tw6)ieutemints.-^^'  Of  the  militia/' 
was  left  out ;  also,  that  the  '^  130  muskets  and 
20  rifl^s^'^  wei^e  ^t  takra,  as  the  intended  in« 
ference  is,  ti^on  the  tp^^S  shoulders,  but  (except 
about  half  i,  dozett)  packed  up  in  ca^s,  These 
arms  wiere,  indeed,  the  only  ♦'  public  property^' 
attbeplac'^;  although,  under  that  denominatibn, 
the  poor  people's  horses,  pigs^  andpoiiltry,  Werl^ 
carried  off  by  the  Ametican  regulars  and  prif 
'^3te  gentlemen  f 

-On  the  19th  of  the  same  month,  lieuten^ntr 
*  Sketclies  of  the  War,  pf  118f 
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colonel  person,  who  comnmnded  at  P^rt-Wel* 
litigtofi^  despatched  tniajor  Macdonnell,  df  the 
Gkngarry  fencibles,  a  eonps  raised  wholly  in  the 
Canadas,  with  a  flag  of  truce,  across  to  Ogd^M- 
bitrg,  to  remonstrate  with  the  American  com- 
mamding  officer,  about  sending  over  ]>artiM  to 
commit  such,  depredations  as  that  we  have  juirt 
recorded.  The  American  officers  were  rery  an* 
«oknt  to  m^r  Macdonnell,  notwithstanding  Wis 
flag;  and  dii^usted  him  with  their  taunibi  Ulld 
%»0astings.  One  of  captain  Forsytlie^s  fientM- 
ants  was  recognized  as  a  fellow  who  haid  been  a 
m^iial  senrant  on  the  Citnadian  side.  The  Ame- 
rican commanding  officer  expressed  a  wish 'to 
tteet  lieutenant-K)olonel  Pearson  and  kiui  men 
upon  the  ice;  and,  what  was  rather  extmordi- 
nary,  wanted  major  Macdonnell  to  pledge  hitfiMlf 
to  Chat  effect.  The  latter  replied^  that,  in'iwo 
days,  the  command  at  Fort- Wellington  wouM 
derolve  upon  him;  when  he  would  have  )i^ 
objection  to  indulge  captain  Forsythe  iia  the 
■miner  he  wished. 

On  the  day  mentioned  major  Macdonnell  ^a^ 
cieded  to  the  consmand ;  and^  on  the  saine  evi^ 
ing,  sir  George  Prerost  arriTed  at  the  post,  on  iim 
way  to  Kingston.  Major  Macdonnell  ififbitbed 
Ms  excellency  of  the  recent  proceedings  of  the 
Ameiicao  soldieij,  and  of  many  ^itieuUirs  fel. 
;sj>eetiiig  tiwistateof  the  garrison  «li  OgdlensbUiFg. 
He  lurtherapprized  sir  George,  ofth  e  ^cilHy  "^i  f h 
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.which  .the  Americans  from  Ogdensbttrg  might 
GUthiiQ^c^in  his  route  to  Kingston;  unless,  by 
'^aj  of  iBscort;  a  small  party  of  the  Newfoundland 
^regiment  should  be  sent  a-head,  in  carriages,  :as 
-well  as  a  few  Indian  warriors  to  occupy  the  woods 
(tjiat  skirted  the  road.   'This  was  imtnedi^ely 
rdoiie;  and  then  the  major  strongly  urged  sir 
jG^orge  to  allow  him,  in.  caste  the  American  troops 
.sfatould  quit  Ogdensburg  for  the  purpose  of  seiz«- 
ing  bis  person^,  to  walk  into  the  enemyVi  en^pty 
Jwrracks/   l^r  George,  however,  would  not  listen 
!to  faisf  making  an  attack ;  assigning  as  a  reason, 
4hat  he  did  not  wish,  by  any  offensive  acts  of 
«tfae  sort,  to  keep  alive  a  spirit  of  hostility.     At 
last,  when  getting  into  his  sleigh,  a  little  before 
d)^y-light  on  the  morning  of  the  22d,  sir  George 
Mnofit  reluctantly  consented,  that  major  Macdon^ 
nell  m^ght,in  order«  to  discover  if  the  garrison 
Jtead  abandoned  Ogdensburg,  make  a  demonstru^ 
ihn  befbr^  it,  upon  the  ice ;  but,  on  no  account^ 
VF^as^a  real  attack  to  be  made.  .  !  :  > 

No  sooner  had  sir  George  departed,  than 
Jttajcir  MacdonneU  commenced  his  arrangements 
Jm*  giving'  the  promised  meeting  upon'  the 
.iiQ^,ytQ  \^%  friend  captain  Forsythe.  The  mi* 
llitia^pin2'}ia//jf  at  the  post  amounted  to  about 
'700 ; .  but  -a  mufifter  would .  produce  \  scarc«j|^ 
4ialf  Qf  tbe  Aumbei:. .  These  people  ought,  in 
fact/ to  be  called  aimed  peastmiry ;  and;  as  such; 
.l^ej^e  much  n^c^re  likely  to '  be  found  earning 
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their  bread  at  their  homes^  than  idlii^  away  tb^ 
lime  at  the  place  of  rendezvous.  By  seven  o'cloi^ift 
m^or  Macdonnell  had  collected  about  300  of 
his  militia-forces.  Leaving  a  part  of  these  to  man 
the  honey  ^combed  gunsj  in  case  of  a  retreat  being 
necessary,  the  major  commenced  his  march  on 
the  ice,  at  half-past  seven  in  the  morning,  with 
about  ^0  militia,  and  350  regulars ;  including 
11  artillerymen,  along  with  three  field-pieceii, 
one  6  and  two  3-pounders.    The  distance  ^crpss 
the  river,  in  the  direction  of  the  point  of  attack> 
was  about  a  mile  and  a  half.     Owing  to  the  can* 
tion  requisite  in  marching  over  ice  with  480  m^ilf 
and  at  a  place,  too,  which  had  never  before  bepn 
crossed  in  the  same  manner,  the  troops  and  mi* 
Jitia  were  divided  into  two  columns,  and  formed 
in  extended  order.     The  right  column,  cpmr 
pBanded  by  captain  Jenkins,  of  the  Glengarry'$^ 
^nd  c^msisting  of  his  own  flank  company,  ap4 
aliput   70   militia,  was  ordered   to  ct^ck  the 
f^nemy's  left,  and  in|;er€ept  his  reti;eat ;  ^Ml^ 
j[|i^,.left  i;pluniR,  under  the  coi^mand  of  m;y0r 
IVtac^donuisll  himself,  and  consisting  of  the  ^rfr 
m^ind^r  of  the  regu]Hi;s ;  and  :  militia^  iD^rcbe^ 
l^^riis  the  town  pf .  Ogden^grg,  wfae^re r^pq^ 
heavy  field-artillery  was  posted. 
,.  Xfoe^riftof  SHO^w,  pn  l^he  American  Hide  of  the 
St.:La^ii?jiqei;^p  nwcih  deeper  th#n  bad  b^a  ex^ 
pected|  find^t^ded)the  troops  poii4d^j:ably«  All 
|:liis  while  they  were  sustaioingi  particularly  the 


tnen' of  the  right  oolanxn,  ft  heavy  cro9S*tire  6f 
rounds  gnpe,  and  canister  from  the  Amei^an 
batteries;  but  the  troops  march^  resolutely  on. 
The  details  of  this  very  gallant  exploit,  performed 
by  men  who  had  never  before  been  in  action,  are 
fully  given  ill  major  MacdonnelPs  letter.*    Dur- 
ing the  warmestof  the  fire  upon  the  right  columny 
captain  Jenkins  ordered  his  men  to  Gx  bayonets, 
and  charge  the  American  troops  that  were  firing 
down  upon  them  from  the  bank.     While  wading 
through  the  deep  snow,  to  get  in  contact  with 
his  enemy,  the  captain  received  a  grape-shot  in 
the  left  arm,  which  shivered  the  bones,  from  the 
wrist  nearly  up  to  the  shoulder.     He,  however, 
marched  on  at  the  head  of  his  company,  heed- 
less of  the  acute  pain  caused  by  the  splintered 
bones  rubbing,  at  every  step,  against  his  sword- 
belt.     Not  many  minutes  afterwards,  a  case-shot 
fore  most  of  the  iles^  fi^om  his  right  arm ';  and 
down  it  dropped    by  bis  side.    Still  did  this 
heroic  young    oftcer  run  on  with  his    men, 
eiieering  them  to  the  assault,  till,  almost  inad<» 
^tefn^  with pftin,  he  staggered  on  one  side;  and, 
after  making  several  tnrias,  evidently  unconsoieui 
MT- whsrt  he  wan  doing,  fell  from  the  losa  of 
blood. 

'  Hie  only  Ankerican  account  of  the  capture  of 
O^Aetosbtrrg  which  has  been  puMiiAied,  does 
not  give  numbers  on  their  own  nide,  but  states^ 

'     •    .  '     ♦  App.  No.  16, 
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that  colonel  Benedict's  reginient  i9i  fiiilitf*  hud 
joined  captain  Forsjthe's  detachment*.  Consw*- 
quehtly,  major  MacdonnePs  estimate  of  *^  500 
men  under  arms"  cannot  be  overrated.  Tfaofugk 
unwilling,  or  perhaps  unable,  tostate^he  ateouHt 
of  the  American  force,  Mr.  Thomson  has  not 
hesitated  to  fix  that  of  the  British,  at  two  ec^- 
lunihs  of  ^'  600  men  each.""^  He  admits  the 
American  troops  were  compelled  to  abandon 
the  town  and  batteries,  after  losing  30  nken  i& 
Hilled  and  wounded.  Our  loss,  owing  to  thfe 
enemy's  artillery,  his  secure  position  behind  the 
housed  of  the  town,  and  the  delay  caused  by.  the 
depth  of  snow,  amounted  to  eight  killed  and 
59  wounded.  ' 

This  action,  in  spite  df  captain  Forsyihe^s 
declaration  that  he  would  whip^  the  'British, 
with  the  greatest  ease,  did  not  continue  be- 
yond an  hour ;  and  yet  resulted  in  the  capture 
of  11  pieces  of  ordnance,  among  them  two  Im- 
pounders surrendered  by  general  Burgoyne  in 
October  -1777  ;  also  a^  ^antity-  of  ordnanbe^ 
marine,  coitimissariat,  and  quarter-i^master^geiie- 
TSiVi  Irtores ;  together  #ith  fout  officers,  and 
70  privates.  The  British  burnt  two  barracks; 
and,  on  account  of  their  immoveable  stttte.  m 
the  ice,  two  armed '  schoontsri^  ^tiA  two  Vugjb 
gun-bbbtis,  Mr.  ThdiAsbn  sa^s^  we  ^^  elaimeA 
the     capture    of    imtnbn)!^     stores,    non^    of 

*  Sketches  of  the  \f  ar,  p.  1 10.      f  A  fayotit^  Akerieaa  word. 
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which  had  ever  been  deposited  there.'^  Of 
coarse,  then^  he  pretends  to  be  ignorant  about 
the  prisoners,  cannon,  armed  vessels,  and  bar- 
racks. Still,  the  total  silence  of  all  the  other 
American  historians  entitles  Mr.  Thomson  to 
some  credit^  for  the  scanty  account  he  *has 
given  of  the  capture  of  Ogdensburg. 

It  will'  be  gratifying  to  tlie  reader  to  be  in- 
formed, that  captain  Jenkins,  notwithstanding 
his  desperate  wounds,  survives ;  although  no 
higher  in  rank.  His  left  arm  w^s  amputated 
close  to  the  shoulder,  and  of  his  right  arm  he 
can  now  make  some  trifling  use.  He  is  a  native 
of  the  province  of  New  Brunswick ;  Where  his 
father,  an  American  loyalist,  and  a  brave,  old 
soldier,  was,'by  the  last  accounts,  living. 

Previously  to  dismissing  the  affair  at  Ogdens- 
burg,  it  may  be  right  to  mention,  that  sir  George 
Prevost*s  secretary,  or  some  person  who  had  the 
•transcribing  of  major  M^dopnell's  official 
letter,  must  have  inserted)  by  mistake,  ^he 
words :  ^^  In  oohsequence  of  the ;  commands  of 
bis  excellency .^^*  Of.  this  there  needs  no 
stronger  proof,  than  that  major  Macdonpell, 
while  he  was  in  the  b^at  of;  ;the.  battle,  re- 
ceived a  private,  note  froiri  sir*  George,,  dated 
from  ^^  Flint's  Inn,t  9t  9  o'clock/^  repeating 
kis  orders  not  to  make  the  attack :  and  even, 
in   the  first  private  letter   which,  sir  George 

*.Appk  Nop  16.      f  Nine  milei  from  forU Wellington. 
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wrote  to  inajor  Macddnnell^  after  being  ia- 
formed  of  bis  success,  he.  could  not  help 
qualifying  bis  admiration  of  the  exploit,  with  a 
remark,  that  the  latter  had  rather  exceeded  his 
instructions.* 

About  the  ihiddle  of  April,  a  powerful  Ame«: 
fican  force,  for  the  invasion  of  Upper  Cao^da^ 
had  concentrated  at  Sackett's -  Uajrbor,  tyhere. 
)aj  commodore  Chauncey,  with  1900  tons  of 
shipping,  besides  several  small  schooners  and. 
boats,  ready  to  traiisport  the  troops  across  the 
kike;  and,  by  86  pieces  of  heavy  cannon,  ;to 
second  their  efforts  at  landing  on  the  opposite 
.4iore.  Our  Lake  Ontario  vessels  were  lying  un^ 
manned  in  Kingston*harbor;  and  indeed,  had 
their  crews  been  on  board^  were  scartely  strong 
enough  tQ  cope  with  the  Madison,  commodoire 
Chauncey's  flag-ship. 

Having  received  information  of  the  weak  gar« 
risons  at  York  and  Fort-George,  ms^orrgeneral 
Dearborn  determined,  with  the  co^openition  of 
the  fleet,  to  attempt  carrying  into  .  effect  a  part 
of  Mr.  Secretary  Armstrong's  plan.  Accprd- 
ingly,  a  body  of  troops,  with  some  fleld-artilt 
lery,  having  embarked  on  board  commodore 
Chauncey^s  vessels,  the  whole  set, sail,  on  the> 
2Sth  of  ApriU  bound  directly  to  York,  the 
capital  of  Upper  Canada^f  It  is  not  easy  to  get 
at  the  exact  number  of  troops  sent  upon  this, 

^  Both  of  these  letters  the  author  has  seen.       f  Sec  p.  53. 
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expedition.  General  Dearborn,  in  fak  lettei'^ 
dboes  not  enumerate  them.  Commodore  Chann^ 
cey  says,  that  he  ^^  took  on  board  the  general  aqd 
suite,  and  about  1700  mexk  ;^^*  and  this  number 
has  satisfied  the  three  American  historians.  But 
major-general  Sheaffe  sajs :  ^'  The  aocaunts  of 
the  number  of  the  enemy  vary  from .  18890  to 
9000  ;'^t  ^^^  *^  Albany  paper  a^^^tually  states 
the  number  at  '^  about  5000/'  At  the  lowest 
estimate,  therefore,  the  American  troops  must 
have  amounted  to  2000;  which,  added  to  the 
nnited  cirews  of  the  armed  iressdbs,  make  an 
aggregate  force  of  2700  men. 

The  guns  upon  the  batteries  at  York,  being 
without  trunnions,  w^e  mounted  upon  wooden 
iStocks,  with  iron  hoops ;  and  therefore  became 
of  very  little  use.  Others  of  the  guns  be- 
longed to  the  ship  that  was  building,  and  Idy 
on  the  groond,  partly  covered  with  snow  and 
frozen  mud.  The  accidental  circumstance  of  the 
Duke  of  Gloucester  brig  being  in  the  port,  under<^ 
going  repairs,  had  enabled  the  garrison  to  mouni, 
on  temporary  field-*works,  a  few  O-poundeif. 
The  troops  stationed  there  were  commanded  by 
major-general  Sheaffe;  and-  consisted  of  two 
companies  of  the  €^th,  or. King's  regiment^  one 
company  of  the  Glengarry  fencibles,  about  a 
company  of  the  royal  Newfoundland  regiment,, 
a  small  ^^tachment  of  the  royal  artillery^  and  a 
^  App.  Ne;  m.  t  App.  No.  17. 


gaug  W  iDfiTal  artificfm;  all  of  whom,  together 
with  th0  ttilitia  stationed  at  the  poiat,  amounted 

tov.iM  mone  than  600  meo.     There  were,. also, 

« 

between    40    and  50   Indians,   led  hj   major 
Gisreos. 

At  seven  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  27th 
of  Aprils  the  American  iiquadron,  with  the 
troops  on  hoard,  arrived,  and  took  a  good  posi-* 
tion  aboQt  two  miles  and  a  half  to  the  west'- 
ward  of  the  town.  At  eight  o-clodk  the  de- 
barkation Gommeticed ;  and  the  advance,  con- 
sisting of  major  Forsjthe  and  about  2€k)  ri6e- 
meny  pushed  for  the  shore.  Here  they  were^ 
^nexpectedl}^  assailed  by  major  Givens  and  hi& 
Indians  ;  who,  after  skirmishing  for  a  short  time, 
retired,  and  were  joined  by  60  of  the  Glengarry 
fracibles.  This  small  force  Mr.  Thomson, 
taking  general  Dearborn  for  his  authority,  calls 
*^  the  principal  part  of  the  British  and  Indians, 
ander  the  immediate  command  of  general 
SheacSe.^^^  In  the  mean  time,  general  Pike  had 
effected  a  landing,  with^  says  the  American 
official  account,  but  tnot  Mr.  Thomson, 
"  7  or  800  men."f  The  whole  of  the  American 
troops,  at  this  time  on  shore,  amounted,  by  their 
own  accounts,  to  upwards  of  1000.  These 
were  met  by  210  men  of  the  8th  and  New- 
foundland regiments,  and  about  230  militia^men ; 
who  *'^  made  a  formi^ble   charge  upon  the 

*  Sketches  of  tke  War,  p.  ni.        f  Ap^.  No.  19. 
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American,  column,  and  partially  compelled  it  t<f 
retire.  But/^  continues  Mr.  ThomKon^  *^  the 
officers  instantly  rallied  the  troops,  who  returned 
to  the  ground,  and*"^  (gallant  soldiers  !)  ^^  impe-' 
tuously  charged  upon,  and  routed  the  grena- 
diers/^*  .  The  fact  is,  the  remaining  1000  Ame^ 
rieans  had  now  landed,  and  were  rapidly  ad-» 
vancing  to  support  their  faltering  companions. 
Then,  and  not  till  then,  did  the  British  regulars 
and  militia  retire,  under  cover  of  their  insig-* 
ntficant  batteries.  The  latter  had,  in  the  mean* 
while,  been  engaging  the  whole  of  commodore 
Chauncey's  schooners ;  which,  from  their  light 
draught  of  water,  had  approached  within  gun<* 
shot. 

The  commodore's  letter  states,  that  the  de- 
barkation commenced  at  eight,  and  finished  at 
10  o'clock ;  therefore,  the  whole  2000  American 
troops,  with  general  Pike  at  their  head,  accom- 
panied by  the  artillery,  were  on  shore  at  that 
houn  Yet  this  contest,  with  650  British  regu- 
lars, militia,  and  Indians,  and  in  which  the  gre** 
nadier^compaoy  of  the  8th  suffered  itself  to  be 
almost  cut  to  pieces,  did  not  terminate  till 
2  o'clock  in  the  afternoon:  a  sufficient  proof 
that  the  most  determined  bravery  had :  been 
exerted,  to  defend  the  town  of  York  against  the 
combined  attack  of  the  American  fleet  and  army. 

After  the  British  had  been  repulsed,  according 

*  Sketches  of  the  Wftr,  p.  122. 


'l»lt1SAlr   BRITAIN  AKt>   AMfeElCA.  14l 

W  Mfv  OConnor,  •'  by  a  micnlber  fi^  imferior  to 
tbMii^,^^''^ 'general  Pike  and  his  imefi,  fomved  in 
plaltooM,  noLvched  tovrards  the  ''redou^is;  lit 
whibli  ihel  -iew  -  catinon  bad s  heea  prev^oMly 
Bfike^,  On^mvingtiear  ihfe  second 'vedoobt,. 
ff&aeru\  Pike  halted,  •  to*  »vf ait  the  tetmn  (^  % 
strong  corps  of  obn^ervation,  -under  lientenaitt 
Riddl^,  which'  had  bedn  sent  forward  lo  asoer- 
taitl  'th^'  iiitrength  of  ^the  garrisoii.  While  the 
general; was  sitting  upcTn an  old^ stump,'  exainiit* 
ingr  ^\  to'  use  a  =  homeljr  but'  Expressive  phrase, 
pUmpingl  a  v^vounddd  'British  -  Serjeant  ^who  had 
been- 'taken  un  ihe^  Wo^odsv  the-  stone  '^powjW'*' 
magakine^  Sf tiiate  outi^de  tfae^^barraok^yard,  ^nd 
fo  which  a  train/hadibeen  laidytblew  up,  with  a 
ireaieiidoas  esq^losioaHjiiand  ^kilted  or  woiinded 
360  *'  bf  the  ioTliding  troops  jak)ng '  with  their 
general. 

The  American   historians^ '  improTing-  ^  iipoft 
tbeistatements  in  their o^^  offiiiiaMettersy  aeeUse 
general  iSheatfe  iof  i^iraMerow/y.  ordering  -the 
train  to:  be  laid,  and  of  artfully  ^placing  seTeri||; 
cart- Ibads. of  stone  to  increase  the  effect.     Mr;i 
Tbompsioniadds  :-r^^  Had  notjgeiieral  Pike  hat te'di 
tbe-trojDps  at  the:  enemy's  second  battery^  tlie 
British  plan  wodld^bave  attained  its  consumnia- 
ttODvand  the.desinaction  of  the  whole  cplumn 
would   have  been* the  natural  consequence/'f 
H^  who  Tefleota  that  this  .was  an  invading  army^ 

*  HiBt  of  iiie  m?)^.  «8.       +  Sketches  ^ftht  War,  p.  12a. 
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will  be  kloliiied  to  admit,  thftt»  eTeil  had  tlM 
whole  eoliuna  been  destroyed*  the  Antericaiis 
would  have  mel  their  deserts ;  .or,  if  disposed  to 
eooMSiiserate  the  poor  soldiers,  to  wish  that  tbdiv 
{rfaees  had  been  filled  by  the  Amwicaa  presi« 
dent,  and  the  98  members  of  the  legpislatare  wko 
voted  £»r  the  war. 

The  chief  part  of  the  British  troops  had  been 
withdrawn  to  the  town,  which  was  about  theee 
quarters  of  a  mile  from  the  scene  of  exploeion. 
After  ordering  the  destruction  6f  the  ammu- 
nition, naval'  stores,  and    the   new  ship  that 
vwi  building,   general  Sheaffe  left  directions 
iftrith  a  lieutenant-eelonel  and   me^ot  of  mi- 
litia, who  were  residents  in  the  town,  to  tseat 
with  the  American  commander,  fiw  terms  i  and 
then,  with  the  regulars  and  sueb  of  the  militia 
as  were  not  residents,  retreated  across  the  river 
Don,  in  the  direction  of  Kingston* 
.  According  to  the  last  article  of  the  capitula^ 
tion,  the  whole  number  of  prisoners  delivered 
up  amounted  to  293 ;  yet  one  American  editor 
has  jnade  the  number  of  prisoners  ^^  750,^'  and 
his.  two  contemporaries  ^  930^;'^  and  this,  al« 
tbongh  the  whole  amount   to  which    general 
D^rborn  could  swell  the  Kitish  force  opposed 
to  him,  was  '^  700  regulars  and  militia,  mid  100 
Indians/^     Our  lo»i  in  killed  and  wounded  it 
stated  by  the  Americans  at  ^^  350 ;"  no  doubt 
an  exaggeration;  as  the  loss  of  the  regulars, 
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aoecNrding  to  the  official  r^orM,  scarcely  eX'* 
Cfiods  half  tbat  ajaoount;  ^mI  40  of  these,  w^ro 
killed  or  wounded  by  the  accidental  explosion  of 
a  wooden  powder-ms^aziiie^  tl^  bead  of  which 
kad  been  carelessly  left  open.  M^  Thompson 
sajrt,  the  British  wounds  were  left  in  the  hoiises^ 
unA  ^'  attended  to  by  the  American  army  and 
Mivy  rargenns  3^^  *  but  this  is  extremely  doubt-* 
fnl,  because  Hie  fifth  artiele  of  the  capitulatiop 
expressly  provides,  '^  that  such  surgeons  as  may 
be  procured  to  attend  the  wounded  of  the  British 
regiilaars  and  Canadian  militia,  shall  not  be  con- 
sidered as  prisoners  of  war«t 

The  Americans  state  their  own  loss  at  1 4killed| 
and  63  wounded  in  battloi  and  38  killed^  and 
M3  wounded  by  the  explosion ;  making  a  total 
loss,  on  shore,  of  62  killed*  and  254  wounded. 
Among  those  who  fell  by  the  explosion  were 
g^nerAl  Pike,  seven  captains,  seven  subalterns, 
two  aideskde*camp,  and  one  volunteer.  The 
squadron  lost  three  killed,  and  11  wounded ; 
which  makes  the  aggregate  American  loss^  at  the 
oaptuie  of  York,  amount  to  334  men. 

General  Pike's  behaviour,  previous  to  his  deatht 
is  thus  recorded  by  Mr.  Thomson : — ^^  As  they 
conveyed  him  to  the  water's  edge,  a  sadden  ex* 
damation  was  beard  from  the  troops^  which, in* 
formed  him  of  the  American,  having  ^upplanted 
the  British^  standard  in  the  garrison.     He  ex* 
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{>ressed  his  satisi^ction  by  a  feeble  sigh/atkl  aft^r 
bifing  transferred  from  the  Pert  schooner  to  the 
cdriitiiodore'^  i^faip,  he  tnade  a  sign  for  the  BiritisU 
flag,  which  had  then  been  brought  to  him,  to  be 
placed  linder  his  bead,  and  expired' wtthoot  a 
grban.'^f  '  Considering  the  imtnense  superiority 
of  numbers,  by  which,  after  a  long  and  despeiarte 
struggle,  the  feat  of  supplanting  the  flag  wais 
Achieved,  .the  ofliciousness  of  the -American  edi- 
tor has  conferred  more  of  ridicule,  thaq  of  honm^. 
Upon  the  last  moments  of  his  hero. 
*  It  was  fortunate  that  the  Britisli  brig  Prince 
Regent  had  departed  from  the  harbor,  about 

• 

three  days  previoos'to  the  attack*  As  it  was, 
the  Americans  get  possession  of  a  small  ,brig^ 
hulk,  the  Duke  of  Gloucester ;  without  veryiak^ 
repairs,  uniseaworthy.  A  cbnsiderabte  qaaotitjl 
df  naval  stores  and  provisioiis,  >vhicii  had  «M/t 
been^estroy^d,  also  fell  into  the  enemy's*  bands. 
The  American  editors  are  loud  in  boasting  oftthe 
lenient  conduct  of  the  troops  towards  ike  rip- 
habitants  and  their  houses  ;  when,  in  fact ^  tboy 
set  Are,  not  only  to  the  public  buiVdings.^^.c«fii 
as  well  as  ihilitary,  but  to  a  tavern  alt^  some  dis- 
tance from  York ;  and  were  proceeding  npon  the 
same  charitable  errand  to  Hatt's  mills,  had  they 
-not  been  deterred  by  information  of'  Indians 
being  in  the  neighbourhood,  h  has  never^.beett 
sufficiently  explained,  wfay  tbe  British  coni)- 
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inandttr-iin-cbief  had  not  dvdered  the  fortifica- 
lions  to  be  put  in  ottler,  and  an -adequate  garti^ 
aon utationed^ '  at  a  post  where,  not  only  a-con* 
sfderabte  quantity  Di  Bttval  and  mtlitary*«tOf «» 
4va&  depostted^^bnta^compavatively  large  f^bipof 
war  building  fbr  the 'lake.  Even  the  two  conir 
pattt€s,  (fr  180  men^  of  the  8th,  had  merely  halted 
at  Yplfk^:joil  thttir  way  from  Kingston  to  Fort- 
George;  '^and^'had.  the  Americans  delayed  the  at- 
tack one  day^  the.  latter  would  have  had  a  stiU 
smaller  force> to  contend  with.  The  capture  ot 
destruction  of  ^^  the  frigates  said  to  bebuHding 
ther0^^'^  wa&the  very  purpose' that  carried^  the 
Aniericans  to  Yorli  ;<  otfaer:(i4se,  they  wouldyao 
ddubt,  halite  ^prooeeded  direct  to  Fort^Gedr^ei; 
that  being  considered  asr ^tbe  greats  bulwark  of 
Upper  Cani^a..'  '  ••      •  •■  •  *  .   :  ,  ** 

On  the  «l8t!of  Ma^  the  Canadian  tevritoiy  in 
the  neighbourhood  >  of  Yop-k  was  eirtirely  ^at 
cuated.  To '  carry  away  '  the  prisoners  '  bein^ 
fdumlinconv^tiient,  tlte  |at?ter  were  paroled  knd 
left*  behind }  and  a  MiaU  sohoonev  *  wiiS'^des* 
patched  to>  Niagara,  to*  apprise  general  Lewis, 
th^n^in  command  at  that  place/  of  the  result  of 
thei^axpeditioni  against  A'fthe  capital /of  Upper 
Ca^^a/'  add  of  the  intended  approach  of  the 
tHmpB  towards^ 'the  Foor«4nile  creek*. i  TJiapre^ 
valeHce'Of  obwtrary  ifpds  detained  commodore 
Chau^cey  ^nd  the  fleetiin  York  harbor^itill  the 
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8th ;  when  thej  s^  sail,  and  arrived  at  the 
4^reek  late  on  the  sane  afternoon. 
.  After  disembarking  the  troops,  the  coinmodore 
proceeded,  with  the  wounded  men,  to  Sacketfe 
Harbor;  there  to  d>tain  reinforcements.  fie# 
tween  the  11  th  and  22d  of  May,  the  vessekdf  the 
§eet  made  fi^uent  trips  between  Sackett's 
Harbor  and  Niagara,  each  time  loaded  with 
4M>ops ;  and,  on  the  S5th,  the  <tommodore,  in 
the  Madison,  with  350  artillerymen  and  a  nom« 
iier  of  heavy  pieces  of  ordnance  on  boards 
arrived  at  the  latter  place ;  having  left  the  Pert 
aad^  Fair  American  schooners,  to  watch  the 
oovements  of  the  British  at  Kingston  •  The  lat- 
ter^ however,  as  was  well  known  to  the  Ameri* 
canH,  could  not  leave  port  with  their  ships,  till  a 
supply  of  seamen  arrived  from  Quebec. 

On  the  i26th  commodore  Chauncey  reconnoi- 
tred the  intended  pdnt  of  landing  iM  the 
Canada^side ;  and,  at  night,  sounded  the  sbore^ 
and  placed  buoys  to  yoitit  out  the  stations  of 
the  difiwent  vessels  Of  his  fleet.  The  wholQ  t>f 
this  service  the  commodore  performed,  to  his 
surprise  no  doubt,  without  the  sligbteDit  molasr 
tation;  owing,  it  seems,  to  a  scarcity  of  ammu* 
nitidn  at  Fort-Gtoi^,  as  well  as  to  ab  appK^« 
hensioh,  that  a  fire  from  that  fort  might  brisig 
on  a  return  from  the  shipping,  and  from  Fort« 
Niagara,  to  the  destruction  of  Newari^.  A  con^ 
siderable   number  of  new  boats  had  recently 


hem  lauched  at  the  FiT0<-fliile  nmdowB,  off'  tU 
American  shore ;  and  several  others  had  iMen 
provided,  and  vi'ere  in  readiness  to. receive  the 
troops. 

The  British  force  upon  the  Niagara-line  now 
amounted,  sick  and  wM^  to  about  1800  ngolars; 
and  500  mijUtia.  The  former  consisted  of  the 
4^fa  regiment,  and  of  detachments  from  the 
6tfa,  41st)  Glengarry )  and  Newfoundland  regi* 
ments,  and  roy  ad  artillery ;  the  whole  under  .the 
command  of  brigadier-general  Vincent,  migmfv 
general  Sheaffe's  successor.  Of. this  foroe,  eight 
companies  of  the  49th,  five  companies  of  the 
Sth,  three  companies  of  the  Glengarry,  and  two 
of  the  Newfoundland  regiment ;  ako  a  few  ad^ 
ditiohal  gunners  from  the  41et  r^ment,  and 
about  30  royal  artillery,  with  two  3,  and  five 
6»ponnderB^  and  a  5^  inch  bowitxer ;  the  whole 
amounting  to  less  than  lOOO  rank  ami  file^ 
were  stationed  at  Fort-George.  At  the  same 
post,  also,*  were  about  300  militia,  and  4A 
Indians.  .>:<>.. 

Since  the  iiurrender  6£  gen^rad  HuU,  fivf 
S4^|inders  had  been  brought  from  Detroili; 
four  of  which  were  mounted  on  the  three  bas» 
tions,  at  Fort^eorge,  tad  the  fifth  on  a  battery^ 
m  barbette  J  about  half  a  mile  below  Newark. 
On*  the  aft^noon  of  the  ttOth  a  few  shots  were 
fired  Aom  some  field*pieces  at  the  American 
newly*lannched  bofttS)  aa  they  were  leaving  the 


1S?e»mile  meadows  to*  proceed  to  thiB  reDdnTooir. 
Tliil  imught  icm  a  . cannonade  from  Forl^Nia- 
gura;  .wiiich.  did  considierable  iiyory  to  tthe 
block^houses  and  woodep  buildings  near  Fmrt^ 
CiMrgre,  aa  if  ellas  to  theiott  itself.  If  the  gnns 
nib  .FartrG«org9..ivem  donpelled,  owing  ta  a 
•osireity^fpowder,  to  remain  silent^  while 'c<hii* 
•EKKloie.  Cbnunecij^^  on  tliei  same. ie?4$nii^,i was 
toandiiig..tbe'  sbofe,  >Tritbiii.  balf**gtinsbfQit,  the 
•^toerkan  editors; may  well  boakt  that  JE^rt^Nfar 
gatjasustaiued  no  injary  whatever. 

JDuring'tbeisame  night  the  American,  troofis 
^barked:in  the  vessels  of  the  squadron,  apdin 
Ihe  anmeioas  flat^bottonied  boats  ^md  rsco^i^ 
^cepared  fof  the  occiasion#  At  four  o'clock  on 
tha  morning  .of  the  27tbs  major-*generaIs;I>ear* 
boraand  Lewis,-  with  theirsiiite^  went  on  boatd 
the  Madison; .  and,  :'^  by  that. time,  all  ^bs 
trdjopa  were,  afloat.^^  The ;  number :  is  .stated^. ibjr 
ame^  American  editor, :  at  ^v  more  than.  4000!$V.9 
bf  another,  iat'^ipom '6  to  7/EK)a;'\<€QQsi$ttog 
of  three  brigades  of  infantry,  under  brigadier} 
ipaaeriis  l£o[jd, .  W  inder,  stnd  Chandler,  Mrang 
detaehmenlsof  hfe»iavy»  andd  light  artiU«n)r:,afid 
a  cdrps  <ix£  res^ve^  ubder  colonel  M  Comb ;  iexaliif 
sive  of  .the  wa;moe$,  fof  i the  .fleet,,  ander  oaptaiil 
jSmithi^  and.  (9f  350  «drHg4ibnst  under.  .A)aldnal 
•Baco^  which  crossed  ra  little  higher  ap  .ibetiivcl^ 
-<)ferring ;  to  an  AitoerU^aii  official  ;i!etlitfn>  lif 
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troops  at  Fort-eGeorge  io  the  ducoeading-^ulf^ 
we  find  the  number  stated  at  663&;^  and  tbia 
does   not  include  ''  M'Clure's   Baltiniore  a«d 
Albany    volunteers/'t   mentioned    as  forming 
part  of  general  Dearbora's  force  on.  tbe>pi^8e«M{ 
occisision.     We  cannot,  therefore,  overate  ^  the 
American  force,  now  advancing  to  the  attaokdf 
Fort-George,  by  fixing  it  at  6000  men.       '     :  : 
Intelligence  of  the  enemy^s  inteutioD(:tb:i{if« 
tqck  Fort^George  had  been  .previously; icooililtt* 
nicated  by  deserters;  and,  at  daylight on-'the 
morning  of  the  27th,  the  Amejican  fleet,  aceMn^* 
panied  by  boat-loads  of  troops^  was  tseeni  a#^ 
y.aAcing,  with  a  light) air  from  the  easkWaiidkf 
towards  the  light^bou^ie  on.  MiiteiBsa^*pOfiif<;  (^ 
The  batteries  at  For trM  iagara  now  oommeiicadili 
)}^^vy  caogaoaade  upon  Fort-Gebrge.and  N^« 
ark ;  but.qea^ed  fixing,  isoon  afterWards^  oa<ac^ 
cQunt  9f  a  very.  hefivj&  £og  thattinterceptefl  th^ 
yi^WK    l^  thei«aean  itime^1;wd7schoofiers,)by»tli« 
us9:,af  th^ir  sweeps  had  reacfated  tbeirslatidmraiir 
ibke  |||0^th.of  the:  rivei',']dp  0iKlevtlDisiUnf  ertbe  114*; 
PPM^den  and  a.9ipounderv: also  phHMted 
k^k^  ^lose  to  Ne^varkw/ )  Another  itehoonerstal^' 
^iojl^d  herself  to  tiie;no<tb#iard'<]^ihe<light-hoiiM^ 
994  !^9  <^Q'^  to  the  shore>as  t<ten<]hi<)e  tho^fint*^ 
^i^i^fl^  battery^  ^Qd  c^o^^thefireW  tk|etwd>o«her 
&ohpon^s; »  an4i  th^H  Femaiiiiili;.  .fivo^  sclmMierft 
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anchored  aear  to  ihe  latter,  that  they  might 
Mirer  the  landing  of  the  troops,  and  scour  the 
adjacent  plane  and  woods.  The  ship  Madison, 
brig  Oheida,  jmd  s4^hooner  Ladj  of  the  Lake, 
alao  placed  themselves,  so  as  to  give  the  best 
effect  to  their  cannon.  These  eleven  American 
▼essels  fought  51  guns  in  broadside ;  including 
nine  long  33  and  18-pounders*   , 

.  When  the  fog  dispersed,  which  was  not  till 
nearly  ^ght  o^clock,  the  Ameitcan  boats,  in  three 
linea^  were  discovered  approaching  towards  tlte 
Qne-tnule  creek ;  close  to  which  was  the  9«poun- 
der  battery.  The  British  advance,  stationed  in 
a  lavine  and  copse-wood  near  this  pointy  con* 
sisted.^f  the  Glengarry  and  Newftiundland  de« 
taobaentSy  numbering  aboot  200  rank  and  file, 
under  captmn  Winter  of  the  latter  regiment,  and 
40  Indians,  kd  by  their  chief  Norton.  While 
tbd  Americmi  schooners,  infith  their  heavy  guns, 
were  engaging  the  9  and  34-ponnder  batte- 
ties,  tthe  British  advance  fifed  upon  lAie  boats, 
and  eomfMiUed  the  troops  in  them  to  lie  down 
for  .their  better  security.  The  fire  from  the 
Amerkan  shipping  now.  committed  dreadfal 
baTOc.  among  the  British, « and  reAder^  their 
effiirts  .to  <4ipose  the  landing  of  the  enemy's  ad-^ 
TKiead  corps  of  iniantry  and  artillery,  under 
beutenant-oolonal  Scott,  ^uite  inefifectual .  The 
Glengarry  and  NewfoundhM^  detachments  were, 
in  consequejGice,  obliged  to  fall  back  upon  the 
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l^ft  column,  j»tationedin  another  mvine,  abooi; 
a  quarter  of  a  mile  in  their  rear.  It  i»  bot  Ikir 
to  mention,  that  the  9-poaiider  Ibatter j,  aithoiigh 
worked  by  militia-men^  assisted  by  one  guwier 
of  the  roya}  artillery,  yras  .most  a|>ly  i|er?ed,  dfH^ 
ing  the  whole  period  of  the  :eiiemy's .  first  jitf 
tempt  to  land ;  .nor  was  the  gun  abandoned*  tiH 
nearl J  all  the  nien  stationed  at  it  had  been  killed 
Or  wounded.  On  the  other  hand,  the  5Mkp0ii)a* 
der,  manned  also  hy  militia-artillery,  and  whiek 
ought  to  have  sunk  one  or  two  of  the  ^nen^y^t 
schooners^  was  spiked  and  totally  abandonfldi 
alm<>st  at  the  commencement  of  the  attack.  . 

Let  ufiT  see  how  the  American  editQr9  describs 
the  onset.  Mr.  Thomson,  who  is  the  most,  di^ 
fuse,  says : — ^*  When  the  advance,  which  cfm- 
sisted  of  500  men,  was  approaching  the  point  of 
landing,  supcessiye  volleys  of  musketry  wera 
poured  upon  it  by  1300  regulars^  stationed  in  9 
ravine,  A  brisk  exchange  of  shot  wa^  kept  up 
for  15  minutes ;  the  adi^^nce,  neverlheleps^  fan- 
tinned  to  approach  the  enenijr  without,  ifdter** 
ing»  Such,  indeed^  wa#  the  eagegw^sa  of  the 
troops,  that  officers  and  men  jtMnped  ipto  tbs 
Jake  and  waded  to  the  shore.  Ca|>tei|i  ,Ht|M)inan 
of  the  3d  artillery,  wa$  tlie  tfft  mai|  itpon  the 
enemy's  territory/'*  W«re  this  our.  novitiate  in 
American  history^  we  might  suppose  ike  ^^1'^  in 
'M30Q"  to  have  bcM  a  iTpogn^hicd  snrplns* 
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^eVinrt^  being  sliiHed  ra  sacb  mattei^s,  we  freely 
exdiiei'^teitHe  Atnefiean  pribter. 
•  •  The  reoiainder  of  brigatfieivgenirarl  Vincent'6 
ibrcQ^at  i\>rt-4]leoirg6  bad  beeji  divided  into  twd 
iSoIbolD^;  tb^  toft,  coiisii^ting  of  320  of  tbe  8tb 
regiment^  and  ISO  militia,  and  proieeted-biy  tw6 
cfr'tfaree  light  field-pieces,  with  a  'isuitable -'de^ 
taehment  of  royal  artillery,  assisted  by  a  few 
additional  gunners  of  the  4lst/^as  commanded 
by  colonel  My^^s,  deputy -quarter-  master-gene^* 
raU  nPhis  Golamn -had  been  posted  in  a  ravii^e 
not^^i^'finiHn  the  point* of  lathing;  The  right 
column,  consisting  of  about  450  of  the  49tfa  re^ 
giment,  and  190  militia,  under  the  db^mand 
of  li^utenant^colonel  Harvey^  deputy-adjutant- 
general,  wfts  dvawtf-  upi  betweeif  New^fk  and 
Sbrt^George  ;  excepting  ab(»utS(»  of  the  ^SN:h, 
lindSO.of  the  militia,  who  ^ere  slattoned  within 
«h«^iilrt  itself;  ••  •»  ••«  •''•^-  '■:'■  ;■  i.-.>:  ^ -^i^  •; 
' !  ^kfe  column  lindercoloneFMyercf immediately 
afdranced,'  in  support  of  the  Glin^rry  and  N^ew- 
^fifidlahd> ^detachments  r ^  WMch^^igmehted  bis 
fi!wfe€>to  abdUt^OOO^bien',  in^lndifig  Norton  afid 
h#  Indians^  i  fAbpttt^flv^  minuter  ^aftef  the  Atit^- 
fie^li'ad'^ce^'ad  effwtid  a  Uiiding,  the  boati 
conM^ing  ^en^ml  Bbyd'^  bfig:^e  struck  the 
t4iOTew  The  A^mericAn  ^robps^  hdw  bir  the  beach^ 
amounted  to^-^^*  ]fmiy  l'$00^  m«n4:'Wi  •  accompanied 
by^CM^Tierstlpieqesoft^iHerf.  ^  As  fa»*  a^  these 
men  attempt^  to  aiscenH>  tbe  bdnkj  they  were 

*  Hht  of  the  War,  p.  86. 


ihmh ajt  the p^mt  of.tbe baypnet ;.  tHkl t)m 
Ataeru^aii  shi|^A»  %!Kitli.tiiieir  b«^yy  ^iscb^rges-^' 
iiQtind  aiH&v  gMiJ#^  bad  tpo  weH  suf^eeded  m 
thinDing  the  Britbb  .  riinks^  Od&.  AmefioMt 
editor,  describes,  in  a  yety  handsomie  style,  the 
la£4^|rj^:generel,  Boyd's  brigadd.-T-*V  .T^^ 
says  he^<^Vwith  tbe  vamt  perseveHttgi.eaiitagi^ 
iras  tba  ailtenupt  niade»  and  thrice  were  tbay  m^ 
pilled ,  hy  tfm  eocmy  mere  i}m»  ^fite  timas/ 1 h^ 
auinbai;/^* .  General  Dearborn  in  Jus^lefton  t^li$ 
iit^  tbiM^  the  brigades. of  geneiral  Wiader,  aad 
Chandler  IpJUpwed  ethe  ficsl;  b^ri^de''  iaqui&k 
SHecessioa/'t  ..The  arrival  of: tlu^  reUiforeeioeii.^ 
enabled;  the.AHieriQan§if  sf^sisted^by^tfae.  ^contiAif^ 
ire  fi^mtheii:  ^hipping,  to  driv^tbe  British:  teft 
wlUamA  ^oQw  coiii^erably  reduinad  ionua^ns* 
The  la^  sustained  by  tbedetadbmetit.Q^the  Stb, 
ander  the  gallant  lieutenan^colonel  QgUyief 
amountad  to  six  officers  and  10^  prirates,  killed 
or .  wounded ;,  nearly  two^ thirds  of  its  arigind 
nambe)* ;.  oAd  of  the  1^0  milit^  engaged*:  theve 

¥^re  6ve  officers,  and  80  j^vat^  killed  .ot 
woandad  :<  a  suffipic^t  p«Qof.that  th^^had  en»a^ 
la^d  the,  b^aye  SA.  Every  nMu|Mied«  ^^qar <  in 
the  field  but  one  w,$s.woandad;.  and  that, i()aia 
had  bis  bopsei  shot  under  hioii.  .  Cik4oael  >JV|y/W 
bad  fallen  fr^m  several  sevep^e  vHi^>^«^s.^  ;  Uis 
pla^e  was  .  ^ken  by  li^il^aaaatj-iaolcioel  >  fhtffi^y^ 
who.  bad  lejft  hia:  ci^mn  un^ro^^ebafge^of 

Uieiilenantrc^nel  Plendi^leal^  f^^  d^r^ii^ians 
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to  move  it  forward.  This  order  tliBt  giAkat 
officer  lost  no  time  in  obeying,  and  meeting  the 
remnant  of  the  left  eolumtt  in  ite  retreat,  the 
whole  drew  up  on  the  plane. 

After  the  whole  of  the^  enemy's  force  had 
landed,  and  formed,  a  strong  detaehittent  of 
American  light  troops  and  riflemen' was  sent  in 
advance,  to  cut  off  the  retreat  of  the  British  by 
the  two  roads  leading  to  Burlington  Heights* 
The  main  body  of  the  American  trooj^s  was  now 
seen  to  move  forward,  in  two  columns ;  strongly 
protected  by  artiUery.  To  ^tempt  a  further 
struggle  with  such  overwhelming  numbers  Would 
have  been  the  height  of  rashness ;  therefore  htu 
gadier-geneml  Vincent,  first  despatching  orders  to 
ltentenant*colonel  Bisshopp  at  Fort-Erie^  and  to 
major  Ormsby  at  Chippeway,  to  evacuate  their 
respective  posts,  and  to  move,  without  delay^  by 
LundyVkme,  to  the  Beaver  Dam,  distant  about 
10  miles  from  Fort-George,  directed  the  maga-i 
zines  at  the  latter  to  be  exploded,  and  the  fort, 
which  had  already,  been  rendered  untenable  by 
the  l^re  from  Fort^Niagara,  to  be  evacuated. 
Unfortunately, .  the  80  regulars  in  Fort-George, 
either  less  prompt  in  r^reating,  than  they  would 
have  been  in  attacking^  or  mistaking  the  Ameri^ 
can  riflemen  for  the  detachment  of  the  Glengarry 
regiment,  (the  two  wearing  nearly  the  same  uni* 
form,)  fell  into  dM  enemyls  bands.  I'he  re<^ 
maiader  of  the  niiwounded  regulars  and  militia 
marched^  without  the  slightest  mdestation^  to 


the BMEVBrDftm;  which  plate  tbeyTcacbedabmit 
eight  o'clock  on  the  same  evenini;,  aad  wen 
there  joined  bj  the  garritoos  of  Foft-EiM  and 
Chippeway. 

At  about  13  o'clock  at  noon,  the  Amecicaii 
troops  took  quiet  possession  b£  Fort«*6eotgef 
and  the  vili^^e  of  Newark.  Mr.  Thomspn  dss*- 
cribes  the  ceremooy  thus : — '<  G^i^ral  Boyd  and 
colonel  Scott  aou^it^d  the  parapet,  sind .  cat 
away  the  slaff ;  whilst  oi^tainrHmdimin  sueeeeded 
in  taking  the  flag  which  the  en«aiy  had  left  fly« 
lag,  aiid  which  he  forwarded  to  general  Dear^ 
born.'^  This  editor  states,  also,  that,  daring 
the  action^  ^^  few  shots  wei0  fired  from  Fort** 
Geoi^e,  the  panic  b^iig  comnnmicated  to  the 
garrison."*'  The  ^ct  is,  Mr.  Thomson's  covn* 
trymem  took  care  to  land,  where  the  shot  from 
Fort«>George  could  not  reach  them,  without  first 
passing  through  the  houses  of  Newark. 

According  to  tl;ke  return  of  loss  annexed  to 
general  Vincent's  letter^  f  the  Glengarry  and 
Newfoundland  detachnusnts  lost  48  officers  and 
privates  killed,  and  66  wounded  ;  which  is  op^* 
wards  of  half  tbeir  miited  force.  The  dread* 
ful  state  of  the  8th  regiment,  has  already  been 
noticed.^  The  loss  sostaiiied  by  the  miHtia 
does  not  appear  in  the  official  retunui:  it  was^ 
however,  as  we  have  stated,  8fi  in '  killed  and 
wounded «      The  total  British   loss,    theve^Mre, 

♦  Sketches  of  the  War,  p.  1S«.    t  App.  No.  41.     4:  See  p.  167, 


awofanitad  to  44&.  >  Except  the  men  accid^ntall;^ 
teken  i  iw  Ewt^Georgfe,  none  of  the  British  un^ 
bioniMlei neglilars'fell  into  the  eriemyls  hands'; 
although  Mr.  Thomson  has  found  it  oonveqient 
tOHiake/a  obat«wry>>asKserlfion.  .He*  siiys  :U^««'He 
(the^iiemf}  had  in  killed  108^  in  wonnded  IflS; 
145*  ragulars  were  taken  prisoners^  exclude 
of;  his  'wdiinded^  all  of  irkom  fell  into  the  hands 
oi^thbtAm^ripans;"  and  then  adds  :-^^*  The  mt- 
litia'»pn8onerfiS'*TrUo  were  paroled  to  theviiumber 
of  507^^  bdag  added  to  their  loss,  makeira  total 
oiSOS.V  *  This  nice  calculator  does  not  inform 
hiarelvders^kow  the  aboi^e507  paroled  ^^  militia- 
p]dsone1!S^^^  Were  <  oAytaiified.  We  will  do  it  for 
kim«*:  liioJsoonM!  had  the  American  army  got 
p€sse6sibn>of>  the  Niagara«fron tier,  than  ^officel^ 
and. parties,  wese. sent  to.  everj  farm»house  and 
hotel  SB  i  the  Jtttighhbaishaod,  to  exact  a  parole 
from  the  xnadie^inhslbitants,  of  almost :  every  age; 
ThedisadKKctedlwiere.giadiof  this  encase  for>e- 
nnnnTng  peaceably;  at.tfaxiiT  hom^s ;  and  those 
wJbo^madn  any  opfiosition^'if^ere  threatened  to  be 
carried iaeiHiss  the  BiKer,  and  thrown  into  a  noith^ 
stmiAiprison*  .Wecanntkt.-wonder,  then,  that,  i^ 
tbesfe  ^  industriot^, .  ;thoiigk .  certainly  ummtho- 
rtasd  means,  'tkenaiidsof  as  many  ias  507  Catia^ 
diasis  wove  : got  iready  to!  .be  forwarded  to  the 
secretary  at  iiWar;  so  as^  not  only  to  swell  the 
amo^Kt  ;of  ^fael  Idss  sustained,  but ^  by  a  fahr 

♦Skctchesisf  the.War,p.  133.  -  "^ 


GREATS BRITA^IH .  AND.  ABCBRIGA.  161 

•    •  •  * 

iiifer€ause,  of  the  force,  emplo^d^  on  the  pairt  of 
the  Britii^,  in  resfsting  the  attack.  The  Anne-^ 
rioaiiB  state  their  own  loss*  before  Fort*Qeorge^ 
at  39  killed,  and  lit  wounded;  which  is  not  a 
little  creditable  to  the  few  regular  troops:  and 
Canadians,  hy  whom  the-post  was  defended. 

The  extraordinary  cipcamstance  of ^  genei^l 
Dearborn's  not  statingj^  in  his  official  ktter,  that 
the  British  were  superior  inforce^  would  entitle 
him  to  praise,  had  he  not,  or ^  some  clerk  at  the 
war-'Office  for  him^  made  a  boast  of  ^^  the  adtan^ 
tages  the  enemy 's^  position  >  a^rded  hkn, -^ — A 
plane,  entirely  exposed  to  a  cross-flte  of  shot 
and  shells,  was  an  adyanta§^ous  position^  truly ! 
*^ETen  Mr.  O'Connor,  so  deJtteroos  at  making 
««  advantages,''  knew  better.  He  pttdfi^s  telHng 
his  readers  of  the  '"host"  of  Bntish,  agiiinst 
ithioh  the  Atnerieian  troopa'  Had .  to  contend ; 
and,  when  disposed  to  enter  more  into  detail, 
adl^pts:  hii  iavoriie  expression,—^  an  Memy 
mo^e  thaii'fiye  tintesl^eir  number;^  Mr.  Thorn* 
son, -rather  more  moda^tly,  says : — ^^  The  action 
was  fought  by  inferior  nuinberson  the  Atnepean 
^e^.'-  but  doctor  Smith  gites  no  numbers  at 
ail;  leaving  his  readers  to  draw  thieir  own  in* 
i^rence  from  the  lavish  enconnums  he  bestows 
iipiin  '^  the  firnmess  and  gallantry'^  of  the  Ame- 
fii^ah  4;roOps. 

^When  any  extlpavagant  statement  connected 
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iddi  tii6'  WBr  ilppcffra  io  an  Ateeticaa  atiirt^ 
pap^^  the  credit  of  wteatimg  it  gencnily  falls 
U{»OQ  <lie  cakiBtt  at  WadhingtoD ;  bat  fre  oarer 
axpaated  ta.kare  tka  tbiag  ta  coooplete^ljr  ooiih 
firmed)  aa  it  is  hya  pamf^apfa  iii  11  ^^  CQiifidati« 
tiaP^  letter  from  general  Wilkiliaoa  to  tiia  4m^^ 
tiflan  Mcfetarjr  at  war,  /^  To  teoiire/^  >say^itlie 
geileral»  ''  a  Ikrottinlble  ismo  to  tb«ae  dateff 
prm»  ivithoat  omch  loss  of  Uood^  the  demoili* 
sttatioiis  €if  fear  and  alarm  on  dur  piiirt  wiU  hi 
coDtinoed^  b j  more  than  the  ordloaiy  oaeans  of 
ibiUtaf  jr  d^ctoptiioii^  in  which  ydu  i9imf  be  able  i# 
0Mi9it  me^  ptwe^^ffilfyy  thmugh  the  medium  <jfth€ 
prtnt$.  Immm  to  h»  frkndbf  to  the  warJ^  Tbm 
peep  beUad  tbe  i^tate-oartwa  enables  m  to 
traclB  the  aut^rs  of  a  pieee  of  ^^  military  de^ 
f^tioa/'  extracted  by  Mr«  0*CoBiKir»  aloi^ 
^ith  other  garbage,  from  one  ^'  ^f  the  pvhUU 
kiioam  «to«be  friendly  to  the  war/^  in  Otdesr  t0 
graoe>  the  pages  of  hit  ^^  impartial  Histoif.V 
''  Piior  to  th6  taking  ofF^irt-Gaorge^*'  says  this 
''^ithfid**  histortaa^  '*  three  Amtricaai}  in  the 
icaaip  who  refused  t6  bear  arms*  wix^  by  ocder 
iif  cfdbhel  Clark»  taken  out,  and^  without  fi^»T 
mouy  D&al/  This  infernal  seottildrd  wet  h«s 
4leserts  soon  after :«^-nhie:\ya$  killed  at  tine  time ^ 
the  liuf pri«e  0f  gandrak  Wwder  and  ChfcindWs/'^ 
— The  fact  is,  the  only  *' colonel  Ctefk,';  Wl* 

Thoasiae  Cl«rks  a  ;lieu^ienfu»tre9(l$m^  .of  ^e  3d 
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LinQoln  nailAia;  wb6 was  mtf^mni^  if  lM#ere^ 
cofild  not  ^*  arder/'  iaii  Fort-Geecge.  Inlteiid^ 
tm^,  of  baviDg  been  ^^  kiUed  at  Stonejf  creek/^ 
be  is,  or^  at  tbe  date  of  the  last  aecounis,  wa% 
wtiSi  living  ia  Upper  Canada^  Tbe  officer  re^ 
faiwd  to  aa  subsequendy  ^^  killed/' wi^a  •majoa 
^xandar  Clerk,  then  of  tbe  4Si(h,  and  noDt 
aiive.  it  Mmaiifs  only  to>  add,  that  this  bfficev 
watt  not  present  at  the  taking  of  Bort^Oeorgv; 

4>p  arriving  at  the  Bearer  Dam,  gei^rid  Vin^ 
cedt  was  joined,  wDt  teily  by  the  remainder  of 
bis  oboimand  from  Chippeway  and  Fort^Erie, 
bdt^  by  one  flank  and  one  battalion  company  of 
the  8th,  and  by  captain  Bafciay,  Offthe  rojMl^ 
tmryf  mkL  10  seamen^  on  tbair  vr^y,  to  liike 
B||e.  Thus  reinlbvced,  the  major^-general  ba^ 
with  him  abdot  1600  rank  and  file.  With  the 
new  of  butting  off  this  Ibroe,  genmial  Dearborn 
despatobed  ferward  major-general  Lewis;  Ht  the 
biB|i  of  two  brigadbs  of  infaitry,  tbe  whole 
of  tbe  light  artillery  and  nftelnen^  and  8^ 
dmgoonB ;  making  a  total  of  nearly  4Q00  meii« 
Tbi;se  anrived  at    the   dam  top   late, .  general 

Vnecen4  being  theii  far  adtranced  on  bis  way 
teltbe  bead' of  LakeQatario;  where  he  intended) 
ifipieasibtey  to  make  a  stand.  Tbearmal  of  iii*^ 
tdMgeace^  on  the  night  of  the  28th,  that  the  ener 
my  was  approaching  in  force,  .occatibned  the 
dealAidiotaTtf  a  farther  Quantity  of  aauxiilmiSon 

and  provisions;  andtfae.tuwps  had  to  continue 
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(dieir  retreat  towards  Barlington  Heights,  with 
Q9iy  00  roands  of  ammuoition  per  gun.  Eoifod 
in  their  purpose,  the  American  troops  adiran,ced. 
along  the  river-road,  and  took  possession  of  the 
already  abandoned  post  of  Fort-Erie.  Leltying 
a  small  garrison  there,  under  lieutenant-colomd 
Preston,  of  the  19th  United  States'  infantry,  ge- 
neral Lewis,  with  the  remainder  of  bia  army^  re*- 
turned  to  Fort*George.  Thus  we  have  the  folfiU 
ment  of  the  '*  third  object^^  in  the  American  plan 
of  operations  exhibited  at  a  preceding^  p^g^^*^ 

It  is  now  time  to  draw  the  reader^s  attention 
to  the  opposite  end  of  Lake  Ontario ;  where,;by 
tte  strenuous  exertions  of  sir  James  Lucas  Yeo 
and  a  party  of  officers  and  seamen,  whq  had 
Just  arrived  from  England,  our  vessels  in  Kings* 
ton  were  manned  and  equipped,  in  a  sufficient 
manner  to. enable  them,  led  by  so  able  a  cobh 
mander,  once  more  to  appear  on  the  lake«  If 
any' thing  cpaM  add  to  the  general  joy  upmi 
this  occasion,  it  was  sir  George  Prevost's  consent 
ta  a  proposition  for  employing  this  acquisition 
of  naval  strength  in  a  combined  attack  upon 
the  important  post  of  Sackett's  Harbor;  now 
ponsiderably  weakened  in  its  defences,  by  the 
absence  of  commodore  Chauncey's  fleets  and  of 
the  numerous  army  which  had  recently  heto 
stationed  there.  .     , 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  27th  of  May, 

♦:Sifep/lS2*  .         - 


GREAT  BRITAIN  AKD   AMERICA** 

erery  arrahg«ineBt  being  complete,  the  vessel 
of  sir  Jaines  Yeo's  fleet,  Mving  on  board  the 
troops  for  the  expedition,  consisting  of  the  gre-* 
nadier-dompany  of  the  100th  regiment,  a.  sectidn 
of  the  Royal  Scots,  two  companies  of  the  Bth, 
foar  companies  of  the  104tbv  one  company  of  <Jie 
Glengarry 's,  and  two  companies  of.  the  Ganadiali 
Voltigeurs;  also,  a  small  detachment  of  the 
Newfoundland  regiment,  along,  with  two  6^ 
pounders  and  their  gunners,  numbering  alto- 
gefJier  lesMfai^n  7«S0  rank  and  file^  left  the  harbor 
of  Kingston,  and  arrived  off  Sackett's  Harbor 
at  about  noon  on  the  same  day*  The!  weather 
was- extremely  fine,  and.tli«  wind  was  a  :mode* 
rate  breeze,  caloulated  for  carrying  the  vifssds^ 
either  towards  or  from  .the  shore.  Thesqua^ 
dron,  with  the  Wolfe,  having  sir  George  Prevost 
tm  board,  as  the  leading  ship,  stood  in  about 
two  miles,  to  reconnoitre  the  enemy's  position. 
-While  the  squadron  was  lyii^  to,  the  troops 
jKere  embarked  in  the  boats,  and  every  one  wn 
amnou^  for  the  signal  to  pull  towiuds  the  shore* 
After  waiting  in  this  state  of  suspense  for  about 
half  SUA  hour,  orders  were  given  for  the  troops  to 
;retorn  on  board  the  fleet.  This  done,  the  fle^ 
wore,  and,  with  a  light  wind,  stood  out  on  its 
retitmito  Kingston. 

•  A|Kiut  40  Indians,  in  their  canoes,  had  ik'* 
companied  the  expedition.  Dissatisfied  at  l^ing 
called  back  without  effecting  s^ny  thing,  parti- 
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euhriy  «  Hkdr  amophisticatad  nnnds  oooM 
ddtrite  no  reason  £m*  .  abandoniiig  the  eoter^^ 
jnriie,  they  stored  romid  Stoney^^poiiit)  and» 
disiooveitng  a  parif  of  troops  on  the  AinerieaA 
shiWe^  fearlesriy  paddied  in  to  attack  theou. 
Hieae  .  connated  oi  Uboot  ^7a  disineuwked 
dragoaiis^  who  had  jnst  landed  frqin  iH  bonis, 
^idhs  akmg  vrith  seven  otbera  thatrhad  puDed 
phst  thie  point  and  esoaped,  were  on  their  ^wny 
to  Sackett's  Uarb/or.  Ar  soon  as-^tfae  Amnruam 
teobpsaawthfe  Indiana  advancing,  tlfry  lioisted 
n^fHiite  i'ag,  as  a  signal  to  our  ships  for.  prates^ 
tiao.  Thellatter  immndiately  hove  to;  and  Uea^- 
4MMWt  Dofebe,  first  o#.  the  Wolfe,  stood  in  witk 
lilaTsbip^abfSiiB)  and  brought  oif  the  Awerioan 
daagoons^  along  with  ibeir  12  balteauM* 

TJds  forteiitoas  captore  was  deemed  an  aospii* 
Joioils  OBJien*;  and  sir  George  Pvai'tost  detesminad 
.to  stand  back  te  Saokett's  Harbor.  .Wibat 
lafttla  rwind  ^ra  wais  had  now  Teeaed  *  Uioia  to- 
vardafthe  iand ;  ao.lhat^iwith  aJl  ihaiY.eHeriMfla, 
Ae  larger  measela:  of  *  the.  sf  nadron  'Wi-we^'anaUe 
Ifea.g6t'mtliin''eight  fmlasKif  tbefpoiatW/aMaak^ 
<ar  ;sick;  of  Ibeic  alatioii  in  tha  forenoooi /TFhe 
jferfibpatweae/iioarevver,  again  fik^pd  in  tin  rlwrta; 
mi^  fanfore  ds9^  .aniliha;  nDmtng.of  tbe.MHi, 
the  latter  advanced  towards^i:he  shore,  oaiwffd 
by  lbe:g|w<4Miati»t:  ubdM  tha  oDdars  'o£  oafiilain 
'jtfialfcaatbr.      •  , 

Ab  jwne  of  liie  prectodiag  faaks  aee   stifled 
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Hi  ebloiiet  Bftym's  letter,^  aoine  d^ubte  imiy^ 
1^  entertained  of  their  authentioily.  We 
Ikai^e  only  to  aseute  the  i:eac|er  tiiat,  not  onljr 
everv  eflieer  mi  beard  the  fleet  knows  the  ac<4 
eoviit,  as  we  har«  given  it^  to  be  trao  in  .tho 
aui»;  but  all.the  Ameriean  ac<Hnnit»  ^aoHCor  iii 
9ii^«g,  that  the'Brittah  appeared  off  the  fort 
9n  two  sacceseiTe  dajn.  Oqe  editor  ^remarkt^ 
indeed,  (liat  the  delay  and  indacision  on  oiie 
part  broogbt  i»  from  the  neighbouring  oounlies 
a  eonsi^lerable  nontiber  of  militia;  and  wbo^ 
ieatoratiy  lAinking  we  were  afraid,  *^. bet n^ed 
gteat  ea^rness  to  engage  in  the  conteet/' 
'  Saekett^s  Harbor  bears  from  Kingitoa^  on 
Lalee^  Ontario,  gputh  bf  east ;  diatant  in  a 
•f raight  cm^e^  ^  bat,  by  a  sbi|K'a  oMLtm^  M 
milee.  it  stands  oa  the  isdnth'^east  side  of  ail 
expaneion  of  tiie  Black  River,  n^r  to  wbera  if 
ftoi<rs  into  Hungry  Bay.  The  karbor  is  laiatti 
but  well  ehelteiied*  From  the  norths^W/set  mm 
ofoLt  a  low  point  of  land,  upon  which  is  the.doek^ 
ywd,  with  large  stere>hottsee,  and  alMbe  bpildt 
ings  wqaieitB  for  saieh  an  estaMishaiiBnt.  UpM 
tbispiiHttt  there  is  a  stifyng  work,  caBed  Boft^ 
Tiwpkins;t  having  within  it  9<  bloiA^^hnasay 
two  stories'  high  :  on  the  land-side  it  ia  ooaerad 
by  m  itrpng  piek«ting, .  in  which  »tbere  lasn  ens* 
braskim*  Ak  tiie  bottpmiof  the  havbor  is  die 
vi^nge;  cohtasning'  Aroai  M  to.  TO  bbnsea^:  to 

♦  App.  No.  25.  VSee  Pktt  III. 
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« 

the  math  ward  of  it  is  a  barrack,  capable  of 
containing  2000  men,  and  generally  nsed  for 
the  marines  belonging  to  the  fleet.  On  a  poinli 
eastwards  of  the  harbor^  stands  Fort*Pike,  * 
nirrodnded  by  a  ditch,  in  advance  of  trhicb 
there  is  a  strong  line  of  picketing.  About  lOQ 
yards  from  the  village,  and  a  little  to  the/wett-. 
ward  of  Fort^Tompkins,  is  Smith's  cantonment, 
or  barracks,  capable  of  containing  3500  men : 
it  it  strongly  built  of  logs,  fonning  a  square, 
with^  a  block-bouse  at  each  corner,  and  is  loopp. 
hok»d  oh  every  side.  This  was  the  state  oi 
Sackett^s  Harbor  at  the  date  of  the  attack ;  m% 
which  time,  also,  many  of  the  guns  belonging 
to  the  works  had  been  conveyed  tO'  the  otbeif 
eiid  of  Ike  lake.  Towards  the  middle  of  1814^ 
there  were  three  additional  works,  Fdrt-Virginia, 
Fort-Chauncey,  and  Fort-Kentucky ;  as  wiell  as 
setr^ral  hew  block-houses;  and  the  guns  then 
mounted  upon  the  difibrent  forts  exceeded  .60» 

Being  without  proper  guides  for  the  coast,  the 
troops  disembarked,  by  mistake,  upon  .Uome 
Idand;^  where  the  grenadier-company  of  the 
100th,  which  formed  the  advance,  meeting  with 
some  slight  opposition  from  a  6-pdujaider,  mooat* 
hd:«»  6an6e</s,  as  well  as  from  3  or  400  militia, 
stetioaed  at:  that  point,  carried  the  6-^pottader 
befdre  tisecond  discharge  could  be  fired  from 
it,  and  ibdve  the  American  militia  with  piecipi^ 

*S6s  Plate  IU« 
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tation  into  the.  woods.  The  whole  of  the  BiitHrift 
1IOW  quickly  landed^  although  completely  nn^ 
filaded  by  a  heavy  gun  upon  Fort^-Tompkias*^ 
The  captured  fr^pounder  was  unfortunately  of 
no.  ime^  as « the -British  artiHery-men  were,  still 
wrth  their,  two  field»pieces,  in  a  merchant*- 
%'esse],  which  had  not  yet  been,  able  to  r^ush 
tfae^  point  of  landing. 

The  behaviour  of  the  American  militia  seetai 
tO:  have  provoked  Mr.  Thomson's.ire.  *^  Thoi^h 
they  were,  well  protected  by  the  breastwork^*' 
says  he^  ^^  they  rose  A-om  behind.it,  and,  aban* 
doning  the  honorable  promises  of  noble  darings 
which  they  had  made  but  a  litle  while  befora, 
fled  with  equal  precipitation  and  disorder.  A 
strange  and  unaccountable  panic  seized  the 
whole  line;  and,  with  the>  exception  of  a  very 
few,  terror  and  dismay  were  depictured  in  every; 
countenance/^t  This^rms  a  che^ng  contrast 
to  the  behaviour  of  .the  Canadian  nkilitia  at 
Fort'George.  Of  the  volunteers  who  had  been 
associated  with  the  Sackett  s  Harbqr  riBilitia». 
about  80  halted  to  fire  a  volley  or. two  .fronv 
behind  a  large  fallen  tree^^  and  then  nimbly 
followed  their  companions. 

Colonel  Young,  of  the  8th  liegiment,  taldag 
with  him  libout  half  the  troops  that  had  landMt 
penetrated  the  wood  to  the  left,  while  m^r 
0rummond,  with  the  remmnder  of  the  troops, 

*  Se^  Plate  III.  f  Sketches  of  the  War,  p.  143. 
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prooaedi^d  by  the  path  to  tfae^  right,  thnraigh 
which'  the  Amerii^ans  had  fled.  Colonel  Young 
sind  Ift^  men^  who  could  not  haire  amottnted  to 
more  than  380,  soon  found  thomselTes  kt  a  nar- 
row road,'  flanked  on  the  right  by  a  thick  wocd, 
and  on  the  left  by  a  perpendicuhur  bank,  of  tea 
or  fifteeln  feet.^  Here  thay  weie  engag^  by 
such  of  the  volunteers  as  bad  rallied,  the  dis* 
numnted  dragoons  ainounting  to  313,  and  a 
purt  of  the  regular  troops ;  t  making  a  total  of 
kt  UMt  500  men.  After  a  sUgiiit  skirmish,  these 
Ml  bapk  to  the  main  body  of  the  Amerioaa 
tmops,  stationed  upon  the  open  ground,  near 
the  barracks.  MajorDrummond,  who  bad  met 
with  little  or  no  opposition  in  Wouriog  th^  wo^, 
now  formed  a  jnnction  with  colonel  Young,  and 
soon  eoinpelled  the  whole  iot  the  A^Bericmi  t9t 
galans,  volunteers,  and  militia,  to  abandon  one 
of  tbeir  guns,  and  to  retreat  into. the  Ipgf^bfur^r 
rack  and  stockaded  ifiMrt.  A  fovoe  ofiat  kait 
lOOd  men,  tfaas  favouraUy  jwsted,  a^d  a»wte4 
by  the  heary  guns  upon  the  batteries,  xce<ild4ii 
BO  less  than  cause   severe  deairactiQii  in  ^n 

* 

British  cdurnn,  which  had  no  fl^rtillery  wbMt 
ever.  But  these  obstacles  irer^ nothing  to  Britith 
ti00pfli ;  .and^  so  bopeleas  did  t\»  Americnas  cen- 
iidte*  their  case,  that  lieuteaettt  Chlmnmif  bMl 
dmadyeet ;fire  to  the  nafvy4»anractki5,  the priee* 
setiooner  duke  0iGi^%\»n  anid  the  ship  General 

*  Sec  f.  f.  Plate  III.     f  Williingon's  Meaaulrs,  Vol.  I.  p.  684. 
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and  iiad  eampfetely  4»UoyfA  the  natrnJi 
stares  and  pmrisiQns  frhidi  bad  been  captured 
aiYork. 

<  .TiieAmeiican^ditoi^  say,  that  geiieraiBrQwii, 
iriia  •commanded  at  Sackett's  Harbor,  adopted 
tka  .  fbllowiag  stratagem  to  deceive  the  British 
^etteral.     fiilentljr   pasttng  through  ths   !¥Ood 
winch  led   towards   the  point  of  landing,   he 
efineed   an  intention,  to  gain  the  rear  of  the 
British  forces,  to  take  possession  of  the  hoats, 
and  effectualiy  to  out  off  their  retreat.     This, 
tive  Americans  saj^  conTinced  sir  George  Pre- 
fost  of  the  vMt  superiority  of  the  American 
fofoe,  and  induced  him  to  gi¥«  .the  order  to 
retteat ;  and  general  Wilkinson  adds  c  ^  I  haft 
understood  irom  good  anUiority^that  Uentenant* 
colonel  at  this  time  major  Drummond,  >of  th^ 
I04i:hr  who  was  afiterwards  killed  at  Fori^Crie, 
stepped  up  to  himi  and  observed^^*-^  4U9m^e-a 
fern  minuteg^  tir^  mid  I  wiUpui  yomn  pomm^m  pf 
tka  place. ^    To;it  hioh  mi  Geofgie  replied  ,-^*  Oktjf 
ffm»  orAr$^  sir^  and  kam  Umjint  dutjf*^^  s^idi&S 
Sir  fefcimes  Yeo  was  alsaarerse  to  the  retr0at»  and 
the  oDcasioa-gave  rise.to.the  animosity  which 
afiiefwaids  existed  between  those  bffioers,  aiid 
drew  on  sir  George  Ifhecon tempt  of  the  armj/'^ 
The  Aosferican  force  ist  Saekett's  Harbor  whea 
the  British  ia;94^9  And  wliseh  force  was-acioall/ 
brought    into    action    in  deftnding  the  post, 
>  WilkiMofa*rMm.  VdL  L  p.  685. 
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amoanted,  bj  general  Wilkinmn's  account^  to 
787  regular  troopn,  and  500  militia  and  volun- 
teers.* As  soon  after  the  reluctant  British 
troops  had  turned  round  to  obey  their  genera's 
order^  as  the  Americans  could  assure  themselTies 
that  they  were  not  in  a  dream,  the  latter  has^^ 
tened  to  repair  the  mischief  which  their  ratioaal 
fears  had  set  them  to  committing.  Lieutenant 
Chauncey  extinguished  the  fire  in  the  prize* 
vessel  and  the  new  ship.  In  the  Pike^  indeed, 
owing  to  her  being  built  of  f^reen  wood,  .the 
fire  had  made  very  little  ^irogress;  and,  had 
we  kept  possession  of  the  place,  that  fine 
ship  might  have  been  launched  by  otirselvM : 
fpr  which  express  purpose  sir  James  Yeo  had 
actually  embarked  a  number  of  shipwrights  and 
artificers. 

Soon  after  the  British  troops  had  retired 
to  their  boats,  a  reinforcement  of  600  Ameri*^ 
cans  arrived  at  the  post,  and  other  troops  were 
every  instant  expected ;  but  still  our  occupation 
of  the  forts,  Tompkins  and  Pike,  woiild  have 
enabled  us  to  resist  every  '^fiRirt  of  the  Ameri'* 
caiiSf  till  our  fleet  had  anchored,  in  the  harbor. 
The  Americans  isay  that,  in  the  coarse  of  the 
morning,  we  ^^  sent  in  a  fiag,  with  a  peremp* 
tory  demand  for  the  surrender  of  the  poit,  *  but 
Vhicb," — as  might  indeed  be  sup|MN5ed,-~'^  was 
as  peremptorily  refused-^'  f 

«  WHkinsbn^s  Meinoirs,  Vol.  I.  p^  5S5. 
+  Sketches  of  the  War,  p.  145. 
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. '  Oar  loss  in  this,  tthfartimate  exjpedittoii  was 
no  sKght  aggravation*  We  had  50  ,mea  killed, 
and  7  311  wounded ;  and  the  British  official  re- 
tarns  ^.  expose  us/T^ry.  fairly^  to  the  following 
observation  by  an  American  editor: — *^  The 
precipitation  of  his  fliglit  was^uoh,  that  he  left, 
at)t  only  th^  wounded  bodies  of  his  ordinary 
flien  upon .  the  ^Id;  but  those  of  the  dead  and 
wounded  of  tt^  most  distinguislied .  of  his  ctffi- 
oeiji*''  The  Americans  acknowledge  to.  have 
liad  a  Ic^s  of  30  regulars  and  two  volunteers 
killed,. 84  r^ulan  wonnded^  and  36  missing; 
which,  added  to  35  militia  killed  or  wounded^ 

mi^kfls  ajtotal  loss  of  167.t 

To  the  great  mortification  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Kipfpston/' IJiey  saw  their  fleet  return  itfto 
port  on  the  nKirning  of  the  90th^  ^ith,  instead 
of  the,  whole  garrison  of  Sackett^s  Harbor,  and 
ita  imoiieaae  naval  and  military;  i^jores,  about 
100  Amerinn  officers.and  {mva|:es,  includinglhe 
70  who  had  siv^rendiBred^  themselves  the  ^  day 
pjcMions^  Out  of  the  cplumns  c^  strictures 
tfrhiich  one  set  ol  colonial  newspapers  devoted 
to.  the  iavestigation  of  this  disgraceful  faitore, 
not  the  slightest  imputation .  is  attempted  to 
be ;  thrown  tipon ,  the  behaviour  of .  thc^  troops 
coMetned  in  it.  They  rushed  eagwiy  onlshore,^ 
drove  the  American  militia  like  sheep,  com- 
pelled   the  enemy  .to  destroy    his  navy-bar- 

♦App.  Nb/M.  +  Skctdicsof  the  W«r,  p.  14«. 
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ratka,  fttort^  and  prarisiaiui ;.  and,  in  tern  ini- 
ntifts  iBora, '-  would  kave  bean  m  quiet  po«st«* 
sion  of  the  town;  bat  instead  of  that,  to  tkM 
indignatioB  of  the  Bntivhy  joy  of  tbe  AaMii* 
cans,  and  surprise  of  botk^  the  bugle flotfnded  a 

What  riiduld  we  hive  gamed  bgr  e^em  Am 
teasponuy' possassioB of :8ackett^«  Harbor?  Utt 
Amepican  fleet,  having  no  port  t^  wbieh  it  ooiM 
retire,  would  have  been  eompelied  to  fight,  and 
sir  JaasaS' Yeo,  having  the  Pike  to  add  to  hii 
squaflbon,  or  even  wiihoat  her  aasiytane^,  would 
have  .conquerBd  with  ease*.  The^^Biftbli  QdtMki 
fleet  no  longer  wanteds  ili  offieets,  iMiiietf^  and 
stores,  would  have  passed  over  to  4Lii^  Erie^  and 
arerted  tha  calamity  there :  that/dtfne,  Hiey 
tvould^havje  repaired  to  Lake  C^unnplaii^  ^and 
prevented  the  An^onac  thatflowa  itito'it,  A^om 
faeeoming.sori  famous.  The  leoi^.befMfitt  of  all 
would  have  been^  thrfsaviMr.  to  tbesKition  of  ^t 
imsalculable  aums  appended  ia:^the  biiildiiyg  :of 
ships,  and  the  transportation  o£o AinanGO«'M0mi*'* 
Some  will  feel  that  thai  iMitiesial  ^  pi^e  wotild 
biive  been  no  loser ;  and  abla<ptdkiatiiHii  ectoklj 
perhaps,  expatiate  lipon '  fUky  Mother  -  advmitagie 
that  would  hare  aocrMdito?  ae^  hw^a  MtaiHedj 
for  a  few  ds^eaaily,  the  posfcessi<»h  of  <Saaipe>t^i 

liarbor*    .  :  .  .      ■    ay  t-'i    '-•  ^    '.« 

I'be  sentiments  of  the  sAmertcane  tfcemeelveii 
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q(  Me  of  olii"  tbrte.  bisforijaas.    V  Aft^  htimg 

Qtmp^Udi'*  ny^  Mt.  TbMQMm,  '*  to  reUDqttiah 

Ikfi  i^nh^it  prft9eoi«tioii  of  Ati  expedition,  bMivig 

foir^itspriiii^ry  Objiict.th^  4fiptiii^  and^drnttM- 

t0i9ii(  of'  a  pwt»  iIm  pctrmamnt  posMiaktai  •£ 

which  pnljr  <di»fal  gi<#  to  the  Aiaefkmie  imy 

b^t  of  a  4ii|K»jiorit}r  on  Lake  iOntaiwi ;  ^Am 

ba^MM^f^^KMeeiled  in  b|SL  cait^tprise,  io  a^igeee 

whioh  sear^ely  deserves  tQ  be  teriaed  partial; 

aad  after  beiiig  obliged,  by  the  predomiwuice^ 

]|I6  uppi^^nupn  oyer  bk  braverj  and  jfomiigbti 

%Q  retire  firata  the  asjiaulty  and  precipitately  jMi 

](Miye  Mfli  49ad  land  wounded  to  the  mercy  of  bia 

aneoiy )  gel^eral  eir  Geoi'ge  Prevost  iesued  im 

qiffieial  accouat  to  the  people  q£,  Ctoada,  and 

fofwaided  deipaAeh^s  to  Migofttrnlnettt,  ia  cadb 

of  wl^ich  he  laid  claim  to  a  brjjiltaiit  and  unpa^t 

railiM  vi^tery  if  luad  \alleged>  that  hct  .faad:r««* 

IttoMntJiy  oiidered  hie  tro(4i»  to  Jeaye  ;a  beaten 

4itamf,  ^hom  h#.  had  driven  be&ro  faim  for 

three  bf^an^  b^ganse  the  condlperation  of , the 

Jeet  and  army  conld  not  b^  efi^tedL    Getienil 

Brown's  tikrati^eai  had  $0  fw  anceeeded   in 

deceiving  him*  that  he  xeporied  ithe  woods  to 

bare  been  filled  with  infiintry  and  fteldf-pieoea* 

from  which  an  inc^saant^  heavy,  and  deati netcira 

fire  bs^d  be^A  keypt  up,  by .  a  .  niimeoMa  and 

*  Tbip  4fBQrti«ii  y  k|ot  iwcantodtiy  cotoodH^iMii^saffieial 
letter.    See  App^  No*  f$.. 
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alnoit  invisible  foe,  more  than  quddimple  in 
numbers*  to  the  detiichnients  which  had  been 
taiien  from  the  garrison  of  Kingston ;  and  that 
his  loss  was,  nevertheless,  very  far  inferior  to 
that  of  his  antagonist.  Had  the  resnlt  of  the 
iexpedttion  against  Sacfcett's  Harbor*  beeii^  of 
t^at  ebajraeter  of  unparalleled  brilliancy,  which 
WMdd  have  entitled  it  to  the  encomiains  of  its 
commander,  and  to  the  wannest  admiration  of 
the  British  nation,  its  effects  would  have  been 
long,  and  deplorably  felt  by  the  American  go- 
vernm^it.  immense  quantities  of  naval  and 
imKtary  stores,  which  had,  from  time  to  time, 
been  collected  at  that  dep6t;  the  frames- and 
timbers  which  bad  been  prepared  for  the  con<^ 
straction  of  vessels  of  war,  and  the  rigging  and 
armaments  which  bad  been  ibrwarded  thither  for 
theirtinal  equipment;  as  well  as  all  the  army^ 
ekrthing,  citmp-equipage,  provisions,  ammain* 
timi,  and  implemeiits  of  war,  M^hich'  bad  been 
previously  captured  ^from  the  enemy f  woeld 
have  fallen  into  his  hands.  The  destructidHi  of 
the  batteries,  the  ship  then  on  the  stocks,  the 
extensive  cantonments,  and  the  public  iarsenal$ 
would  have  retarded  the  buildiilg  of  another 
nsval  forc^';  and  thiit  which  was  already  on- the 
lake  in  separate  detachments,  coiikl  have  iMen 
intere^ited,  in- its  attempt-  to  return,  and  mi^bt 

.  *  Sir  Geor^*i  General  Order,  dated  Kingston,  May  30th» 
t  These  were  destroyed  by  Ueuteaant  Chaitocey. 
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have  been  captured  m  detail.  The  prize*  vessel 
lirhich  was  then  Ijing  in  the  harbor,  and  which 
had  been  taken  by  the  Americans,  and  the  two 
United  States'  sehooners,  would  have  been 
certainly  re-captured,  and  the  whole  elier^es  of 
the  Ainencan  government,  added;  to  th^ir  iD09t 
vigorous  and  unwearied  struggle^^  might  nt^yer 
again^  have  attained  any  prospect  of  aa  tsc^- 
dsuapy  on  the>lake.  As  it  proved,  howtpyj^^"^! 
tbi»e  iinpei|4i|Hf  ^vils  were .  avert«td» ,  ;a«t4i '  the 
whdom  of  the  cQinipanding  olQ^r^  ssAd-  th^  in- 
vincible firmness  of  those  .of  his  ti^pp9>  who 
witkstood  the  brunt  of  the  action,  cpig^Vetted 
that  event  into  a  splendid  victory,  which  would 
otherwise  have  been  an  irretrievable. dii^astiQt.'^* 
,  So,  it  was  not  the  imb^iU.ty  of  the.  Bnli^h, 
but  the  *^  wisdom^^  of  the  American,  '*^com- 
inanding  olfieer,^^  that  saved  SaicKett's  Harbor ; 
not:the  orders  of  sii^  George  Pre  vpst,  bjtt  the 
^^  invincible  fimness^^^  of  An^erican  sotfli^rs,  that 
ocwfielled  the  gallant  coloq^l  Young  and  ma^r 
Drummond  to  retreat,  i^ith  th^r  men,'  to  the 
boats.— -We  have  no  right,  however,  to  fiod 
f;|ult  with  the  Americans,  for  considering  as 
gkirioiif  ito  tiMMselv:es,  an  evelitTwfaich  it  would 
be-jdle  tosay  wm  not,  in  a  hi^h  degree,  dis-- 
gracirful  t»  us. 

""  »  Sk^tchet  of  the  War,  p.  147. 
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eH  AFTER  VI. 

Renewal  ef  ike  American  north^'entetn  eemiy^--^ 

-  AKi&nce  in  thie  quarter  between  the  Americans 
■^'knd  Ikdians^^Advantages  reaped  by  the  enemy 
'■  fr&meir  George  Prevo9t*9  armisticc'^-^Destructmi 
^  ef  inMaU'pywiis^-^Scalpihg  aneedote-^Charactet 
'   iff  ihe^  Kentuekicau] — Skirmiek  at  Prencktown"^^ 

Golanet'Proceir^s  arrival  from  Detroit-^Batth 
'  ^f  thi  fiver  Raisin-^Surren'der  of  general  Win^ 
*  che9tef-  and  the  left  wing  of  the  American  army 

*^€hoss  mis^fatements  of  the  Americans  cor^^ 
'  reeled — Return,  cf  colonel  Proctor  to  Sandwich 

« 

-  ^-^AugmentatUm  of  the  American  right  wikg; 
:  Under  •  general  Harrison-^His  entrenchment  at 
'  Fori^Meigs — Arrival  of  colonel  Proctor  fr^ 
'  Amherstburg-'^^olonel  Dudley^  attack  upon 
'  -tke  British  batteriesr^Defeat  and  capture  oftKe 

-  Americtms^-^Colonei 'Procter's  reduced  force-^ 
His  return  to  Stmdwteh. 


V  .* 


Vr  BmHus^  now^  tfsuisport  the  veader  fn^m  «li^ 
CQitfiaM  of  the  St.  LawrenM  to  the  straift  ^A« 
necting  Lakes  Erie  and  Huron,  thevs«ii«  oi^^. 
neral  Hull's  early  discomfiture.  Nq  sooner  had 
intelligence  of  that  event  reached  Washington, 
than  the  renewal  of  the  north-western  army, 


I 

fwiit  thfe  r^orer j  of  the  Mun^hdeted  territory, 
bet^me  onebf  the  first  objects  of  the  Ainericah 
^oi^mtn^nt;  A  rejMirt,  inckijltribtistiy  spread^ 
tfcit  the  inhfebitaatS  of  MidWg^A  "^ere  now 
gdV^riic^  bj^  ah  authority  td6  ri^rdiis  to  be 
c6mjmi:ible  With  those  notions  of  liBef  ty  itisj^ited 
b^the  genius-  of  thfeir  own  cons  tit  titibii,  ^hd 
w^t^  awaiting^  tbe 'expected  succour  f tern  ih^ilr 
friends,  with  thfe  deip^stanii^ty/?*  hastfehed  th6 
cbmeti'on  of  tt  new"  arm j,  wfiiclr  is6b«  dtifhum- 
ber«a  the  61*.  A*  brigade  6f  Ohio  ■TblulItee^'s^ 
a  second  of  Virginians,  and  a  ihirtf  of  KtfA- 
tntkikns,  ^IsO  3000  Peiinsjltdriiati  ioftihteers, 
and  ibe  ITih  United  States'  regiibeti't,  Wfere,  hf 
thB  early  piirt  of  Sepfe/nber,  in  fuU'mki'^fryrdttl 
diiSlii-ent  pointis  towards  the  Mfaimr  ^ikpidsj  the 
placfe  Which  h^d  b66n  assigned  as  thie^ehi^rd! 
ferideivdtts.  -'••-••        ■'    ■•••.»•  ?    ,•'■■■  •> 

aftffs' attiijMti  afterwards  IKVid^  itko  twO 
wings^;  ahd  th*  cbmni^nd  of  iffle  giVen  tb  m^Jor- 
geh#M  Harrison  \  6f  the  ofhef' tb  ih^dtl^M^t^l 
Wii^h^Uf.  Bfy  wky  bf  >^Am^  tHe  ifdop^i 
they^ere  siefit  ag^aittsttU^  nuiniEfr6i}|{  trit^  of 
Indians  scattered  ovfef  1t&^  uncultivated 'pUTt6  of 
the  inbi-thiwestefil  cHtinitf.:  Th^  d^ttlf-biVbai 
fous  Kentudki^ns,  in  -p^ticiflar,  j)illaged  thW 
prdviiSion  grounds,  and  diesfroyed  the  tbt^nsT' 
and  their  Inhabitants,  wtii  relehtlks  i^6ry.  ;  ' 

Notwithstanding  the  apparent  ^queartiishness 

♦  Skctthcfc  df  A^^Wir,  p.' 54.''  ' ' ' '" '    *" 
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of  the  Uoited  State9'  govtrnment,  aboat  accept* 
iag  the  aid  of  the  sandges^  we  are  told  of  '^  ar- 
mngements  having  been  made  between  gie^ieral 
Harrison  and  the  executive  government^  which 
authorized  him  to  employ  them  ;''*  an4  a^^sprd- 
iliglj,  the  services  of  the  renowned  chief  Logan, 
and  of  700  warrior^,  were  accepted,  but  merely 
jn  consequence,  it  is  carefully  added^  '^  of  their 
desire  of  being  taken  into  the  service/'-^This^ 
happened  in  the  eariy  part  of  September,  1812; 
^^t  Mr.  Madison's  speech  to  congress,  dated  on 
the  4th  of  the  succeeding  November,  and  in 
which  he  notices  the  accumulating  force  under 
brigadier-general  Harrison  in  the  north-^wfst, 
(Contains  the  following  charge  against  the  Bri- 
Itish  :-*-^'  A  distinguishing  feature  in  the  opera- 
tions which  preceded  and  followed  this  adverse 
event/'  (general  Hull's  surrender,)  **'  is  the  u^ 
ifiade  by  the  enemy  of  the  merciless  savages 
under  their  influence.  Whilst  the  benevolent 
policy  of  the  United  States  invariably  recom- 
mended peace,  and  promoted  civilization,  f 
among  that  wretched  portion  of  the  human  race, 
and  was  inaking  exertions  to  dissuade  them  from 
taking  either  side  in  the  war,  the  enemy  has  not 
scrupled  to  call  to.  his  aid  their  ruthless  ferocity,, 
armed  with  the  horror^  of  those  instruments  of 
carnage  and  torture,  which  are  known  to  spare 
ndtber  age  nor  sex.'' 

«  SketchM  of  the  War,  p«  58*        f  S^  p.  (53. 
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'  ,  •        •    • 

Immediately  after  the  capture  of  Detroit  arid 
the  Michigan  territory,  colonel  Proctor,  pur- 
suant to  dire<^tions  hie  had  received  from  hiagor- 
general  Brock,  prepared  to  send  captain  Muir, 
with  a  detachment  of  troops  and  Indians,  to 
neduce  Fort- Wayne,  on  the  Ohio  frontier;  and 
which  was  then  garrisoned  by  not  more  than  70 
men.  But  the  colonel  received  from  general 
Brock,  by  the  orders  of  sir  George  Prevost,  the 
notification  of  the  fatal  arifaistice  concluded  with 
general  Dearborn.  The  former  communicated, 
at  the  same  time,  sir  George^s  wish,  that,  al- 
though the  armistice  did  not  extend  to  general 
Hull's  late  command,  it  should  be  acted  upon  by* 
colonel  Proctor;  who  wasalso  instructed  to  refrain 
from  every  hostile  act,  and  to  restrain  the  Indians 
by  every  means  in  his  power.  This  apparent  ^n^ 
of  vigor  on  our  part  sent  many  of  the  Indians, 
highly  dissatisfied,  to  their  homes;  and  enabled 
the  Americans  to  strengthen  the  whole  of  their 
north-western  frontier,  till  then  completely  ex-^ 
^osed  ;  as  well  as  to  forward  to  their  different 
posts  ampte  supplies  of  stores  and  provisions. 
•  After  rdieving  Fort-Wayne  from  the  hostile 
attacks  of  some  Indians  led  by  the  Prophet, 
(Tecumseh's  brother,)  or^  as  it  is  falsely  said, 
•*  of  the  allied  British  and  Indians,'^  major- 
general  Harrison  deterinined  to  make  the  Indians 
feel  those  effects  of  the  war,  which  their  repeated 
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^eriielties  had  provoke^ ;  i^nd  to  i^onyince  ih^m 
th^t  t]k^  J^ifjiGiYic^n  trpopawere  nqt.sa  eontemp-p 
tUt^Jte  ^ii4  d^graded^  as  the  Id^^^i^^  n^ight  con-* 
clnd^ thdiifl.to.be,  from  th^  surrender  of  tb^  Jl^te 
f)QmiQA1id?r-iit*chief  pB :t|i€  stifQQ  rtation/',^  The 
major-g^oera),  tb^refprei.  diyi^^d  his  fqrceintQ 
$cpi|tirig  parties;  ai|d. despatched. theoi^  undef 
fOtive  and  ^eatous  ofj^cers,  to  mai^sH^re,  bprBj^ 
mid  destroy,  the  'Iqjdians  ai>d  their  towns, 
TbiH^i#gh  a  siclieniag  detail  Qf  $eyer^  pages  oC 
Mr.  XbPfPSQii'i^  book*  th^  destruction  of  num^" 
rows  iQiynsj'  is;  pompously  display e4»  but  tlw 
^dUoJT  pQ^^e^sed  too  patriotic  c|  i$pirit  to  atteQ3pt 
to,  da^oriibe  the  Blau^t^r  .  coiniB.itted  by.hiit 
^nl^gbt^n^d  oountryna^n  among  thosctoppres^d 
tenants  of  the  woods,—-'*,  the  wretchjed  pwpl^#^' 
^;lippe  ^'civilization'^  the  Un.ited  ^ta^^H^' govera- 
rn^Qt  W4S  sp  anxious  to  '/  pron^ote/' 

The  i^p&rit  of  party  is  often  a  valuable  Cnend 
to ,  the;  )CaUse  of  trutt'.  WJIiile  the  d^fi|Qi;r^l;s( 
labor^d-at  glossing  Ov^U  the  federfilistS;ea»pl|<>y€4 
oqual  indv^trj  in  rMmpnaginar  every  du^ty  cinrmi^ 
for  materiaU^ that  might  ^pose^  the  odipii^/if  WW- 
surm  0f  the  fgo^V^nmielit.  That  they  i^nwrtpes 
sBV$6ed^<.  fipp^tir$  by  the  following  e;xtr^t^ 
tnk^n  ,fr:Qni  ^b  t)\d,  new$p2qp(er,  puMisJied  at 
Pi^sWrg,  in  the  U-ftited ' States : 

■  *  Skctchel  df  the  War,  p.  57*  •  .. 

•     ■  #  .  » 
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♦*  -Fitisburg;  Mojf  VI,  1591. 
•  **'  We,'  tile  sobbcrSbers,  eneooraged  hy  &  ianrgi^ 
sabsiniptioB,  do  propose  td  pay  10&doUa»s  Ibr 
•everf*  hostile  ladifui  sealp,  with  both  «ars,  / i£/it 
ibv'taken  betiraien-this  date  and  the  K^h  iuf 
wof  dune  nexty  by  an  intebiteant  of  AUegwnyi* 
««Mmty.'"  .-:.T- 

.  ■   "  « GEORDE  WALUS»         .      -." 
.;     .  J       «« ROBERT  £<JUIOtT,     '    . 

,  .         :  « WILLIAM  AMBERSQl^  ,  , 

«  AJDAMSON  TAUNHltL; 
'« T^-ILLIAM  WliiKINS,  jafltorj^ 
•  ^  '  «*  JOHN  IRVINE." 


^st  thd  vrocld  sliQQkl  imagiiie  that  a  |^f»f^ 
of  itl  jeans;  iiad  v^ratig|»t  aaj  Mti^r  tliaii»i^  ftpwit 
nul  i»pyoy«woaJ:  ia  f  he.>oi?ilizatioh  of  tbe.  d4«inir 
fiiiiap.  pe6ple^  <a.  gimdral  officer  b£  jkba  ,V>Bk%d 
S^l^^  employed  against  tte  IndiaaH  tittb^^rs^ 
Iff  ;t)m' war,  iiiady.ectf otly  ;ivrites  to  a  friend  ;«-r 
.^t  TjlN^>iiresi;era  laililia  ahfiay^  i)arry  iato  buttjeifi 

ttMmhait^  and  .M»ilpiag^  I^oMb)  atkd  are  as  dffl^fr 
liai||»:W  tj»e  uK^ix^  the  arias  tny.oi^f^^reolMlfffd 
iM^siqvs'  of-the  JTdrfist.  JErght  kundved  tpmfM- 
lunvli^  rhan^e  beaor.  f araisbfd .  by  tUe  w^r*?depRi^ 
iMii<>'  tOt  the  i  niMrtbf^wMtem.  army/^—N^y,  tlia 
]|fi$$l^^  of  ;BrowiistMrii:;affiMrded  ample  prooft 
tlM^ftfeis  fras  ^tnallifr  theioaMe** 
-  ?nie  ;pT6oe^U«|g  acpodttk!  illuBtmtitB  a  (iMsiag^ 
in  one   of  our  thnee  histories, — ^^  The   Ken- 


•  t 
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says.  Mr.  Thontfon,  >^  were  held  in 
great  dread  by  most  of  the  Indian  warriors,  and 
'Ahe  expression  of  ^Kentucky  too  mueh'  has  not 
linfreqnently  aeoompamed  their  orders  to  sev 
tfiiat,  in  the  form  ^  justification  ^^*  .  We  cmk 
•now  understand  what  is  mean^,  when  Mr. 
O'Connor  extols  t\ie  proweti  of  the  ^"^^etemns 
of  Kentucky^"  and  when  Mt:  Madison  boasts  of 
**  the  benevolent  policy"  of  the  United  States. 

Majipr-general  Harrison,  like  his  brother- 
gi^nerals  to  the  nbrthiifard^  .expressed  a  resolu- 
tion of  quiartering  for  the  winter  in  one  of  the 
Osoadian  garrisons.  His  more  immediate  object 
Wlkllt^roeoWry  of  Detroit;  To  eff^et  thdt,  Und 
^^'Mptiive  ofiAmherstbnrgf  v^biindanee  of  ^in- 
'flMlaitiony  of  ordnance  and  ordnaiiiee  ^ores^  and 
o#>|yro^isibns,  had  been  ordered  te  Sandusky,  the 
genelrat's  head-quarters;  The  two  wings  of  hiM 
arnly *  had  •  eaoh  taken  a  separate  course ^brohgh 
jfbe  Michigan  territory^;:  and  were  to  cone^ri- 
trafeat  Prosqa'  Isle,  preparatory  to  the  cotll^ 
4>ln^  attack  npon  Detroit.  On  thip  monaktg^ 
^e'  I7th  of  January^,  general  Winebester^  toom'^ 
iiiiiiailing' the  left  wing,  sent  forward  toPreM{tt' 
f  sle,rat  therulkged  sotieitatfen  of  the  inbabifeMtft 
<bf  "Prenehlown,  twatdetacfaments  of  troops^^elm^ 
sisting,  by  one  Attrerieati  account;  «f  lief^fM^ 
iii^^f'rggoldis,  byjandther^  of  900  inen4  ubder 

"  '     "     '  *  Sketches  of  the  War;  p.  57. 

i  See  p^  48.      t  Hist  of  &flr  TMleU  States,  Tol.  III.  p^  ^11. 
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thie  'comaisaid  of  lieitti^<itit«edloii6l  Lewit*  On 
the  momiag.  of  the  Itftb^  the  two  detachnimte 
united  at  Presqii'  Isle;  wilenee  oobmel  Lewis 
jDoarched  ia  tfie  direction  of  Freiichtowoy  v^liMe^ 
h^  states  that,  he  onderstodd,  '^.an'  advaiiQp^ 
party  of  the  British  and  Indians,  amoimtittg  t^ 
^bout  500/' were  encamped*     .  '-  ^l--^ 

'■  At  ^ree  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  I^Ch; 
colonel  Lewis's  force,  encountered^  in  the  nei^h^ 
bonrhood  of  Frenchtown,- well-posted  be||md 
eonse  fences,  30  of  the  Essex  militia,  uii4eriilie 
oonimaiidof^  major  Rejnolib  of  that  corps.  ;v4is» 
sisled'  by  a  3--pounder,  to  the  use  of  which  'si 
bombardier  of  the  royal  artillery,  who  was  also 
present,  had  trained  three  of  i  he  militia.  A  bavd 
of  200  Indians  (Pottawattamies)  accompaniedthe 
militia^force.  After  a  desperate  resistance,  in 
rui^iich,  says  one  American  editor,  major  Rey>» 
nolds  and  his  men  eefseral  times  intrepidly  at^ 
tempted  to  break  the  .^ecican  line,  the  militia 
and  Indians',  without  losing  their. gon,  or  any 
mofe  of  their  party,  than  one  mtlttia^onan  and 
three  Indians  killed  $>  retreated  to- Brontistown, 
18>milee*from  the  scinie  ipf  action.  The  Ameri* 
cans  state  their  own  losft'  at  12  kitted,  and  55 
wounded ; ,  a  satisCoctory  proof  that,  notwith- 
standing their  superior  nnmbers,  they  ha^  no 
great  iseason  to  bo^t. 

The  American  commander  encamped  upon 
the  ground  abandraied  by xinigor  Reynolds ;  and 


imlnediatftly 'prcpat  ed  to*  maintaittkis.  position 
tilL]iBttliouldbe>  joined  by  geneml  WinobosUr* 
Tbat'juBctiOB  was  effected  on  tko3(Hb ; ''  ^Inn,'^ 
rajtt-  Dr.  .Smithy  (for  wliiioh.Hie  fieartilj  tkedk 
hiai^)  M.  their  uoked -forces  folrmed  a  diTisioii 
lOQO:  strong.'^* 

On  heariag  of  the  Anierkao».  beiitg  in  posi* 
sesiAon.of  Frenebtowa,  (a  village ^aboot  90  miles 
from.  Detroit,)  aud .  that  the  jxinctiMi  of  the  two 
wiegs^for  tFie  attack  on  Detroit  might  shoortly 
tafco  plaiee^  colonel  Proctor  moved  forward  to 
Bno wmtowii^  at  MPbieh  pla^e  be  had  .directed  his 
foree  tovateemble.  This  fore^^  cowistiog  of  140 
raitk  ^ud  file  qf  the  4lst»  and  royal  Newfound- 
land: regiments^  a  few  men  of  the .  10th  veteran 
bilttidion,  together  vi>ith  miiitia,  Canadian  sailt- 
QVs,  aftd  royal  artillery,  the  latter  baving  with 
them  three .  Srpoanders  and  a  5^  ineh  howitzer, 
did  not  amount  to  fiOO  white  troc^s.  ,  To  these 
were  .addfed  about  4fi0  Indians ;  wA  me|y«  rjr 

.Wethave  ^merucap.  authority: far  ^tmg»  that 
lba» fornerUiiAsr  4iaigadiiQr-gQne«sd.  WiHabeNrter 
^a»niintedto;100a,mfii»t  Thfrn^aecof^dingt^f^ 
nasal  Hacrssoa'aktter^$  omisisted  fftba  greater 
partiiC.qokmfil  Wells's  ii^imant  of  Uniled;$ta|ia' 

W '^iit/of  tie  t/nitcd  Startes;  m 

f  Sir  George  Frctost  says  600,  but  he  had  rcceited  no  re» 
turns,  when  he  wrote  his  despatch  covering  coToiict  rroctor't 
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iufantrj,  of  thQ  Istand  5th  Kentucky  regiment*, 
upd  of  jcolonel  Ailexi^  rifle  regiioent ;  and  were, 
in  truth,  the  flower  of  the  north-wert0rrt  wmy. 
General  Winohester^  piqued  at  general  Harvisipn*s 
hailing  beien  pron^oted  over  hinii  was  adxKUis  to 
.engage,  preriouMy  to  any  junction;  tbemt^f?  so, 
as: He  had  recerred  oertaiii  infdnaatian  of  thje 

inferior;  number^  and    motley  description,   of 

> 

Cploiiel  ft-Qctor'^  forqe*  ; 

Colon^el  Proctor  advanced  from  BrownstoWB 
on  .the  8lat ;  and,  .at  day-dawn  on  tbe:jS34<'c^t* 
taoked  general  Wiftcbei^ter  at. his  encampment. 
TM  American  right  division,  after .  a  few  fottntl^ 
retreated,  and  .was  almost  ii^holly  out  to^^^ieces 
by  the  Indians,  who  had  be^n  stationed  in  the 
tear  of  the  enqampment.  -  The  left  division,  oonr 
sisting,  by  one  American  account,  of  0$0,  and, 
by  general  Winehester'ii /letter,  of  "about  40Q 
men  /'  was. .  stationed  behind  -  a  -  brefistwork .; 
against  wliich  .the  British  8*poundevs.  p^roduqed 
Utile  or<  n6  efifeet.-  Af^mittiqg  tho  strengi;h  of 
general'  WilH)bester's  left;  division^  hiHi;^  been 
SOO-maiii  a  number  le^  ^^n  the  fipesfti  of  the 
tivor  vAmeif icaa  aceottutSi  hi»w.ridieiilom  aftpoar^ 
Mir«.  Vhomson^s  description  of  this  battle. 
"^^  Theee  furious;  onseits  weilB  pi^deupon  it^^(the 
left  division)  .^'  by^  the  British  .41st>^  eacb  of 
wbi<0i  was  received  with  di^nguished  coolnes^^ 
and  each  of  which  terrninated  in  the  repulse  of 
the  enemy.    In  the  desperate  resistance  which 
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'Was  made  to  the  charges  of  this  regimehi,  30 
of  its  men  were  killed,  aud  between  90  and  lOO 
wounded /•♦ 

The  American  infantrj  and  riflemen,  advan- 
'tageously  posted  as  thej  were«  proved  excellent 
marksmen.     Several  of  the  British  were  sbbt^ 
whiW  stretched  on  the  snow,  disabled ;  others, 
although  wounded,  did  not  quit  their  ranlbs ; 
others,  again,  returned  to  their  duty,  as  soon  as 
their  wounds  were  dressed.      Such  g*a}fahiry, 
although  *<  repulsed"  so  often,  must  conqner'at 
last.    The  Whole  of  the  left  division  surrendered; 
<u>lotiel  Proctor  says,   ''  at  discretion  ;"t   but, 
according  to  general  Winchester,  ^'  on  condition 
of  their  being  protected  from  the  savages,  being 
allowed  to  rcrtain  their  private  property,  and 
iavingtheirside-arnis  returned  to  them.'':};   Had  • 
this  been  the  understanding,  one  may  suppose 
that  some  writing  would  have  b^en  drawn  up; 
but,  indeed,  general  Winchester  was  not  in  a 
condition  to  dictate  terms.    Stripped  to  his  i&irt 
and  trdWsfers,  and  suflTering  e:!itoeedingly  from 
the  cold;  the  Amc^esin  general  "was  found  by 
colonel  Proctor,  neffr  to  one  of  the  liidiian  fires, 
in  the  possession  of  the  Wyandot  chief  Rouiid- 
bead.  '  The  Itidian  had  decked  himself  out  in 
the  generars  great  aod  uniform  coaisv  WaiisrtcOat, 
and  bat;  and  was  so  pleased  with  his  new  dress, 
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tliat  tbe  Britiah  coratamiidiiig  officer'  bad  gwieit 
diffioaity  ia  persoading  him  to  make  reatittt- 
tio|i.  > 

The  wbole  Aumb^r  pf  prisNmers,  incittdkig 
thow  brought  in  by  the  iodtaiia,  .amounted  to 
538.*  Mr.  Thpmson  states  the  killed  and  miss- 
iqg  j^t  297 ;  and  general  Harrison,  in.  his  letter 
dated  two  dajrs  after  the  battle,  mentions  that 
30  of  the  fagitives  bad  joined^  him.  Thus  we 
account  for  115  more  than  Mr.  Thomaon's^^TAO;'' 
aild  there  l^iU  be  no  difficulty  in  accounting  tbx 
the  whol6  of  doctor  Smith's  ''  1000/^  if  we  make 
allowance  for  those  of  the  flying,  right  divisWn 
that  escaped  to  their  homes,  or  were  killed;  by 
the  Indians  in.the  woods^  without  being inc^Iiidad 
in  the  returns.  The  only  difficulty  is^.to  retipn-^ 
eile  so  small  a  number  as  IQOO  men  with  gene-^ 
ral  Harri3on'$  statement,  that  tlie  greater  part  of 
one^  and  the  whittle,  of  three  regiiQetits  composed 
gei^ral  Winchester  :S.^i^e. 

The  American  official  ac$oi;int  is  silent  ias  to 
the  strength, of  colonel  Procter's  army,  beyond 
that  it  was  **  greatljr  superior  in  nmnbers.;''  f 
but  M^r.  Thomson  ^as  found  oil)  that  the  British 
force  amount;ed  to  21Q0  foe^t  X  ^^  doctor  Smith 
has  just  saved ,  himself  from  the  charge  of  phif 
giaris^^  by  lopping  off  the  odd  IQQ.  There  is^ 
no  di^culty  in^/disc^rering  ho>v  Mr.  Thonywa 
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obtainiid  b»  iiambcn*  He  gathered  ft*id  sir 
Gtai^  Pre?o9t's  letter^  that  ooIomI  PrMtdr^ft 
combined  force  amounted  to  about  1100  m^i;^ 
bat,  ih  Jus  confosioti^  be  did  not^  or  in  bi#  ceal 
he  t¥Oi]ddiiot,  perceive,  that  tlie  three  comfiani^s^ 
or,  as  be  bas  it,  the  wk^le,  of  ''  the  British  41irt 
re^ment/^  were  included  ia  that  estimate. 
Knowing,  therefore,  tliat  a  fall  regiment  ig^ne^ 
rail jr  contains  1000  men,  this  shrewd  historian 
adds  that  number  to  the  1100,  and  pfOduteA  big 
2l00.  In  his  account  of  the  British  loss,  M#i 
Thomson  is  not  tsO  happy.  He  obtains  from 
cdlohel  Proctor's  return^t  '^  ^  killed,  and  16% 
wdund^ ;''  but  bas  the  hardihood  to  saj^  that 
thel6ss  sustained  by  tbe  '^  4l8t  regiment^^  is  not 
included  ;  and  this,  altbougb  the  y»j  returns  be 
hmi  in  bis  hands  nmnbelred  15  of  those  galla'at 
fdkiwf  among  the  killed,  and  07  among  ttie 
iranttded^  But  Mr.  Thomson  has  now  the  satin- 
faction  of  saying: — ^' I  am  more  than  boma 
oat  ia  my  ^sertions  by  the  highly  respectable 
testimony  of  the  reverend  S.S.  Smith,  D«D.  and 
LL.D*  and  <>tber  literary  gentlefiaa^n.^'  True  if 
ii)  indeeil^  that  the  authors  e^  the  ''  History  ^ 
the  United  Sta«?efe"  say  thus :— *'  The  enemy  M^ 
kiiafFledg)0d  a  seVere  loss  on  th^ir  ^idi^.  Ot.  tb«i 
4lBt  ngimeMj  which  three  tim^s  cbarged  the. 
poaquetied  detacbm^it  utldet  major  Madison^ 
and  which  was  repulsed  as  pfteii,  150  were  killed 

*  Seep.  186,  .Note  t.        f  App.  No.  26. 
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takuwriters,  would  be  a'udelass  and  an  endkfts 
tawk:  suffice  it  that  we  parsne  them  through  all 
thmr  iviles  mad  tdras ;  and  finally^  drag  th^ni) 
Uhe  €iilprit»,  batfote  the  bar  of  the  pobltc. 
J  ^  The  se verit J  of  colduel  Proctor^s  loss  had  re- 
dmed  his  number  6f  white  trpi^  bdow  the 
iiumbar  of  priMKnera  taken^ '  This  atid  the  'ih^ 
HieAlaty  eicpsotatilm  of  general  Harrison^s  ar- 
rival with;  the!  light  wing,  determined  the  cotoi 
li^Vt^  <)uit:the2  scene  of  actioti  ohtiiesame  0f^€ii:^ 
mgr  'iwd  ^retire  to  Brotvmstowiii  On  thiA  oeea^ 
siQUt^  ^  h^  of  the  wounded  Ahiericaaa  i^ere  on« 
ay«iidid>iy  l#ft  at  Frencfatown/ in  charge  of  tk« 
In^&uft'.depiirtment,  aa  their  suriist  pvoteetion^ 
n^tU  a -carriag)}  .oauld  be  sent  to  convey  tfaeni 
f^rw^d*  l^nfortunately*  a.&lse  alarni^  that  gene^ 
ral  Harrison's  foroe  was  approaching,  caused  t^ 
iqdii'idiiitlestattosMdasapcoteotion  totbewMitad-* 
ed  An^ricHns,  to4esert  their  charge ;  and  (Ednwe  o^ 
ti«^  latter  Wer^/jn  conseqaencev  killed  bystrag^ 
gl4ng  Iqdians ;  blttt  not  by  the  main*  body,  SAr* 
tt\i^  had  foUQwed  the  troops*  It  is  upon  this  that 
thfe  Anlejri<y|a^^printsJftnown  to  be  frieiiidljitdtii« 
ilw"f  Jba^e  rm^d  a  superstri^<^are^of  ealkiinliy 
aod  sibuse  against  the  Brilish  diazoetet*  '  Vniir 
wfQpe  jkt^  effi>nts  of  t;he  €e^  federal  bf  :o{l}>08itioii 
editors  to  oxplftin  the  natare  of  the ^  cttse^  ioiW^r 
are   declared   to  .  have  aided,  ^nd^  ^^betted  the 
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Indians,  in  torturing  and  masea^ring  defenceless 
Americans ;  and  so  well  have  the  slanderers  sue* 
ceeded  in  their  aims^that  the  bulk  of  the  Ame- 
rican, people  still  believe  it  to.havebeen  the  fact. 
Our  three  historians,  with  shamele^^  dejurai^tjr, 
lu^ve  copied  iato  their  pages  hone  but  the:indst 
violent  paragraphs  upon  the  subject ;  and  one 
of  lihem  actually  ushers  his  lies  into  notice  with : 
f.^  The  fidelity  of  history  will  not  allow  them  to 
be  magnified/^  *  But,  out  of  all  *^  the  solemn 
afiftnations''  called  in  aid  of  so  serious  a  charge 
against  us,  one  officer  only,  and  he  in  the  militia 
service,  has  been  brought. forward.  Mr.  Thom- 
son tell  us,  frankly,  that  ^^  colonel  ElKot  was 
^  American  by  birth,  a  native  of  Maryland/^f 
He  is  described  tQ  have  *>  long  been  notorious 
£or  his  activity  in  exciting  the  savages  to  arm 
tbieiiilselves  against  his  fellow•^citizen8;^^-|'  and> 
in  the  present  instance,  to  have  ^  promised  his 
j^ic^Mtion  to^  and  then  basely  deserted,  o  young 
dassfmate,  his  country man.^  Ad fnit ting  that 
this  was  -  an  act  ''  of  the  most  unparalleled 
atrocity/'  it  was  perpetrated  by  a  native  of  the 
United  States:  how,  therefore,  can  it  apply 'to 
^'  British  officei#^?'-Mr.  O'Connor  has  acted 
more  consistently.  He  describes  colonel  Elliott  - 
as  ^^  a  British  officer  ;'*  and,  after  stating  the 
pratnise  which  the  latter  had  made  to  bis  '*old' 
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O^Connor  em^hatibiiUy  adds  :-^**  These  ^  were: 
the  promises  of  ibe  British  ;-«^let  our  camtAry*' 
men  see  how  they  were  fulfilled  .^^^ 

Itis.bttt  justice  to  ^neial  Winchester  to  men«- 
tion  that,  when  about  to  write  his  official  letter^t 
he  expressed  himself,  highly* gciitified  with^  the 
attention  whi<h  bad- been  paid  to  him,  hisoffi- 
cersy  and.th4qi  prisoners  generally^'  by  the  British^ 
That  not  a  word  of  this  ap'pews  in  ^tbe  official: 
letter,  can  be  accounted  for  only,  by  the  'suppo- 
sitk>n,  that  the  American. goirernm^it,  for  t^u,^ 
s^ons  of  policy  best  known  to. itself,  has.  snp*^ 
pressed  the  paragraphs  ./  ,   . 

The  amthor  of  the  /<  Hijttory  of  the  'Unitedl 
S*atc{s'^  is,  as  may  be:  sappbsed^  -yevy  ^severe  in 
hfts*  remarks  upon  our  .^'  employing : the  ruthlesa 
santges  as  au^Qliarievin  war,  agaiiist>a  Cbrtstimi 
people  ;^^  bui:^  in  his  aisrfertioip,  that  ^^  tbagovem-i 
meat  of  tite  Umt^  States  reeded  the  proffered 
assistance  of  the  Indians,  there^rend  genttemais 
is  quite  misinformed ;  for^  we  have  already  shewn 
that,  nearly  four  mimths^  previous  to  the  battle 
of  the  iUdsin,  a  formidable.  Ibdian  chief  and  hia 
tribe  served  as -the  allies  of  the  United  States,  f 
It  was  with  the  greatest >  reluctance  that  the  In-i 
diaa  ohi^  at  tho-Kaiain  acquiesced  in  the'surn 
render  of  the  Americans ;  whose  destruction  they 
had  determined  upon;  .%NQthiag  iud»iced  them 
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torrelent,  brnt  tin  pmbabiliify  ^(^  gmwral  Hmri'^ 
flmiV  iannieditte  JNtvivaL. ;  That  tibe  lnduiii%  m 
gfrafiral#  deiitQlMtiiinraiaf  ^^iB^terateiinimtsitjr 
towards  the  AdderictuiB^V  aoj^ne  i^aitiiiiliilrt;!  wImi 
hM.vewl  of ^thbitribosy.  aod of  tbe  l#.WfM(,  tbat, 
^hom  tbnie.'txi'  tiriio».  ba^e  bmti  mataacred:  and 
biirntbjr  the  *^  Cbrklianip^opley^  duriag  .thein 
38  yeai's.of  Mdrereig^tjr  aod .  iQdif}MidQiioa ;  <«v 
HB  tbe  IndiaiMfl  would  aay,  oC.wtivp§^a  of*  <Aeir 
aame  and  teiaatomas. 

-  i^ftar  ^t  bat]t)e  oolonel  Proctoy^  mar^bed  baek 
to  Detaoii;.  and  tbcaica.  QDi88td:.to  Saodwicb, 
toawaiiikbttfurtbar  ap^vationfi.of  geaeviil  Ham<- 
son's  division,  which  was  slill  in  tb^  naigbbow-* 
bood  of  ll{ipw  Sandoafcy.  General  Wiwhaater's 
novemettt  to  ^Fyboobtpwn,  ilnd  tb«.8obsef|iiaat 
dasastenatten^sig  itv;  w«re  tattiraly  Buby&mime^f 
psabmli  Hamaon^s;  plaasi  i  aad^  reodwad  .a  aaw 
lery  at  tibops  ^  iadispahsabLj  n^cassary ,  toitifvdv 
iidfilliag^  tile  impoiteat  object  itt^tie««.;i  Faam 
Sandiiiky  iha»  Aoiafican  comnwtMkr  wad  <bis 
army  adTaaoad  to  tba  rapids  of  tha^Miaaii^  ao** 
oompankd  by  the  w^ole.  of  the  artiUery  and 
•tores.  Here  geaeral  Harrison  x:oni|i«no«d  baild-* 
ing  a  fort,  afterwards  called  Foct*Me9g«i ;  and  he 
also  eauted  fortifieatioas^to  be  erected  ^at  Uppcot 
Sandniky,  under  tl^e  direations  of  an  jntelligeat 
officer.  I   .     .  . «  i.'. ;. 

.  In  ^e  midst  of  these  alleged^  pMoaationbijt 
measaces  fpr  the  protectiov  of  the  trocqpsatid  the 
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^Ritata  of  the  tferr]toi%  4et«cl!ed  partiw  ffoi9» 
t^e  A«i«4aaii  armj^iwerefrequ^iiUy  '^  mdnlg^^^^) 
ifi  ibortexciufiiioiif,  ^^  ii09e  pf.t^bioh  ra^itUed  i» 
anjjY  iteterial  adraatage.^^  ..  faiioa?  eK<;uii|ioii^. 
d^n$t:a  party  of  lodiana-at  Prefk|'  liglet  gfmmh 
HArriMn  himtelf  commaiidtd; «  >Th?  49Mlwaii; 
bistorias  tbas  prudttitty  drawn  a  voil :  toiler  tba 
Milatiler  in*  whitoh  his  coantrifiteiil  '^iw4u)g;ad'^r 
theihaelras  during  ibeia  tlmr  ^^^  fjpcqoeMf  ^  ^isito> 
ta  tk^lbdian  villages.  Aigvcatrportmt  ofgentmlt 
HattiMn's  :  tauops  ^  libera  iKentiMktaiii.  '  Tb^^^ 
abovB  all,  oould  -^piseoilite  tke  geilerara  ladift/n 
gtHces ;  waAi  haviagv  their  passiont  baated  almost 
1z>  itettsy  bj>what,  Iba^  had  bun  told^  bad  0€« 
corred  at  tb^  Raisin,^  tbese  ^^  Christian  peopVf 
Db  dloafet  aailjllbjied  tbeii!  toiriabaw.ks  aiMi  aoalp* 
iag-ksnves  in  tafcilig  of  theii^  la^  crtte)4-b^oau»d 
lesd  oviLttvatad-^eiieafties,  a  fall  adaiaara  of frata^ 
Iia6oB*  .■  /  *  '  *'    (! 

Tawards  the  4*4  of  •  Matob .  ckrionfl  Piv^<^ 
reaaiNil  intelMsea^a,  thatrgeiMral  HanwR  w^ 
in  expadtation  of  Dopisidambte  niiiloifiaiaanla 
aii#  supplies,  and  tbat^ /  pn^tb^r  arrivaKihe  iiH 
tendid  to  aammaaie^,<aitti^'Oper4tiana.agaiwirt 
Petirait.  Heitolved' to  i^yi  ^e  i8«a0  of : a  co^tei^ 
before  the  enemy,  already jntff^b  Svpadmr  in  niam«* 
baxs^vgain^  a  fresh  acqalo^tton  of  ^trengtb^ 
ooJ^b^l  Praetor  embarJ^d  4^nAinherstbutg,  on 
tfaO'CSdaf  /Aprils  with  t5ta  .p^kr  troeps,  int 

O  2 


19&      MitlfARY'OecURHtillCfig  miT^ois 

didding  the  staff  and  other  oflicers;  and  46f' 
officers  and  priTates  of  militia  ;  total  083  men^^ 
^fter  some  delay  in  ascending  the  Miami^  owing^- 
chiefly  to 'the  heavy  rains  that  preyailed^  the- 
troops^  ^  with  their  baggage^  stores,  gons^  and- 
ammunttion,  landed  on  the  north-side  of  the 
river,tii  the  course  of  the  28tfa  ;  and  soon  after*, 
wards  pitched  their  tents,  near  the  slite  of  the 
old  Fort-Miami,  distant  about  a  mile  and  a  half 


from  Fort-Meigs,  general  Harrison's  head^qoar- 
ters«     By  thi^  time  an  Indian  force  of  about  1300^ 
1  /  j  1  had  attached  itself  to  the  British  army. 

Fort-Meigs  was  situate  .  on  a  commanding^ 
eminence;  mounted  18  guns,  chiefly  18  and 
l2-pounders ;  and  was  supplied  with  eveiy  ne-> 
cessary  munition  of  war.  General  Harrison  bad,^ 
since  early  in  April,  received  intelligence^  by 
Mvo  Frenchmen,  of  colonel  Proctoi^s  intended 
attack ;  and,  therefore,  ^^  was  every  day  erecting 
fortifications  of  dififerent  descriptions,^' f  to  de<* 
feat  his  adversary's  plans*  The  number  of  Ame-^ 
rican  troops  in  the  fort  it  is  not  easy  to  asoer-^ 
tasni-but  we*  read  of  tbe  I3th  and  13th  regi« 
ments,  and  of  a  body  of  Kentuckians,  exclusive 
of  general  Greene  Clay's  brigade, -in* hourly 
expectation  at  the  fort. 

Qn  the  1st  of  May,  two  24,  and  tbree  13^ 
pounders,  one  8*inch  howitzer,  and  two  d^  inch^ 
mortars^  were  opened  upon   Fort^Meigs,  from 
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the  opposite  bank  of  the  rivev;  but,  although 
060  shotn  fell  duriiig  the  day^  no  effect  was  pro«> 
duted,  beyond  killing  one^  and  wounding  sefveii, 
of  general  Harrison's  men.     On  the  3d)  a  small 
battery,    consisting,  of  two    6-pounder    field- 
pieces,  and  one  of  the  6^  inth  mortat^,  was  con- 
istracted  on  the  south-side  of  the  riv^i  In  the 
rear  of  the  American  fort.     Bdth  British  lifttter 
'ries  continued  an  ineffectual  fire  till  th^  nforn- 
iog  of  the  5th,  when  genera]  Harrison  Ordered 
major-general  Claji  then  in  sight  from  the  fort^ 
.to  land  800  men%  or  rank  and  file,  on  the;Oppo- 
site,or  north  side  of  the  rirer,  to  stprm  the  British 
l>atteries ;  while  a  sortie,  wi):h  35Q  rank  anjdjfile, 
was  to  be  made  from  the  garrison;  for  the.pij^i^pQs^ 
Iff  capturing  the  two  6-pounders  and'  mprtar^ 
at  which  had  been  stationed  the. two  flank  cpmr 
panics  of  the  41  s^  regiment,  and  two  .c(^mpa^ 
nies  of  militia,  ^together,  260  rsiitk  l^>^lej 
under  th^  command  .of  /cstptaiqi  Bullock,  of  i  the 
41st.    .About  3Q0 .Indians,  bad  prossqd  ^h^  river 
with  the  regulars,  and  militia..    ....     ^  >        , 

.  The  A  merican  s tor mjii  g  pattyt.  consistiiig)  bj 
tba  America  accoipnts,  of  .800  ri^nk  fiQd  fiite» 
landed  from  the  boats,  in  which^  a$$ist^  by  tl|0 
springi^flood^  they ihad  descended  thtl  river ;  and 
they  *  ^  now  resolutely  itiarched  up  to;  the  jnouth^* 
pf  the  British  giinsv  lit  whi«h  tvere  stationed  iM>t 
more  than: 30  artillel-ymeaa  and  additional  gun- 
ners from  tite  { 41.st  r^mejdt ;  ^and  these  without 
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sm^Karins.    This,  in  the  Ameriean  version,  iis 
^' t^uttitig   the  British  tegul^rs  and  Canddkn 

^nilitia  to  flight/^*  The  Amerieah  troops  spik^ 
'ihi^  giins ;  and  colonel  Dudli»yvWith  about  40O 
ibeh)  marched,  by  a  neighbourtng  wood-side, 
-td  attack  the  British  campy  leaving  the  remain^ 
der  df  hit  party,  under  major  Sfa^lbj,  in  charge 
t)f  th^  eaptured  batteriefi^j  nSearoely  had  colonel 
Dudley  got  out  of  sight,  before  u^  marched  twn 
IbMtalion^conipanfefi^  of  tha  4l6t  iegiment,  and 
^h^  iiibmpany  of  militia,  in  all,'  180  rank  and 
ait  I  commanded  by  captain  Muir  of  the  41st. 
I'hese  ^llantly  attacked  the  American  troops 
tlHLr  the  batteries  ;  recaptured  the  latter,  at  \hk 
p6ini  bf  the*  bayonet ;  and  took  as  prisonefK 
major  Sh^by,  and  430  inferior  officers  and  pi^i^ 
vates;  making,  with  57  officers  and  privates 
foiitid  diead  on  the  spot,  a  force  of  4S8  m«^tt, 
Althofngh  ^his  was^  aA  effort  on  the  part  ^f  thi 
British,  \iertain1y  as  brilliarit  as  it  was  suc^^si^ 
IVilj^itUs  bat  Mr  to  state  that,  except  aBoWt 
one  company,  the  Aknevicah  fbrce  confiisrt^d  af 
tfiwly-raisc^  militia  ;.oi*j  as  Mt,  Thomson^  by 
^iy  Wcotoplirfient,  #tylefe»hem,  df  «^  brtt^  but 
4riaife«rfetet  Ki^tuckiatis.^*  '  ,ii^\ 

{'  IVhiic;  alt  this  was  going  on  at  fheihf^l  biittff4 
rifefej  dttldiiel  Dudley  and  hb  tdietaic^htnetit  w^ri 
li>ra#tt  into  an  ambuscad«^;  by  a  body  bf  Ind^eliijii 
isrtatiobed  in  the  woodt^Jlera  fell  tha  eolom^ 

-  ♦SiL€tches6f'tlicWar,>.  Hi* 
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Atid  the  rgftain^  p^tt  of  his  m^.  Ahc^  13Q 
«&eMd  their  esdtpei  aad  subsequently  artittd 
at^I^Mt-Mdgs;  and  42  appear,  by  the  retttrfi^^t 
to  have  bden  delivered  ^p  to  the  firitbb.  It  if 
BuiprifiB^*  that  the  Afiteriean  histoitam^.^Q  mir 
nmie  on  other  octasions,  sboidd  nd  bai^  9t^ 
^emptfed  to  eniimanite  theimchnbwledged  heavj 
Imsin  ptrisoiiers.  Wei»haU  see  that  lllc^.  have 
Btfcbeen  fak-getful  of  theieM^  thej  tookfroioi  M» 
cm  the  Ofipocsite  sidi^;o£  the  riTer.    .  . 

Thia  bci  ng$  <usc  ^ to ,  thet  sortie  ttiftdiQ  by  t0>VH»^ 
Bitiler  upon:ciqo»taui.Biallo«kfa  smMl  detftohmeiiiti 
Mr*  i  Thomson  says. 3  /^  He .  (dolonel  Miller) .  M? 
i»Mited;tbe:^rl^bUiUMiaf  their  ttfi^ks;  which  wa? 
defended^  as  I)tt»'«iuoebeen;a$oertainedY  J^y  909 
^regulars,  1 60  militia^  and  .4  Or  ^^00  Indipw:;  4111)^ 
after  Bfiverat  ;bjriUiailt  and  inti^pid  chargi^,  8U(9r 
4ieeded  in  ich'iving.the  eaetny  from  hi^  principal 
batteries, .  and  in  isptkii^g  the  oaitnoo^  H^  thf^H 
jiltui«ied;to  ithe  fOrtiwith  4S  priaonenii ;  among 
whom  Yitie  tvro  Jseutenaots/'f    . 

Mmt ,  i  Int '  us  'daseeoA :  from  *  figitratiTei  to  plain 
foi%p9gi9^  i  C-olonel;  ;MiUer-a;  party  cOn^tod  of 
a;d0ta[o}jintant  of  J^e  l9th;T^ime«kjt^  afi4  9^^ 
militia,  amounting,  at  leasts  to  ^^3^:J$Q$ii/.^'jf 
J£hfi9f^<  A^feer  a^j^^fetl^^li^iirt  4^iniggKi9H]e4  by  a 
Aw  well?din»ctfiid  ^hototffrofacta^^gumwMch  tl^^ 
^arawfonitod  .the.  diiy  |pvevi^«ii^:  tarred  in.  th»^ 
dJirtelMi^'S^  H^ir 

*  App.  Nai».  ^       1''Syfit(ld^«i^.4b»  War,  p.  112. 
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locfk's  tiro  flaak-coifipanies  of  the  41st/  and  in 
taking  possession  of  one  of  the  O-poanders,'— ^ 
described  as  *'  theenemy^s  principal  batteriesj^ 
After  the  Ameritans  bind  performed  Ibis  exploit, 
in  which  they  captored  two  lieutenants,  one 
Serjeant^  and  37  rank  and  iiie,  *  they  ^*  spiked 
the  caiftnon/'  While  doing  this,  and  not  b^bre, 
300  Indians,  and  the  two  companiea  of  nhlitia 
w^ho  had  been  detached,  joined  the  few  retiring 
regulars.  The  men  immedmtely  re-anh^aneed, 
and,  ill  a  twinkling,  recaptured  the  monatrous 
^^  cannon:'*  The  tables  were  now  turned;  and 
coloiiel  Miller  and  his  men,  after  sustaining  a 
severe  loss  in  kilted  and  wounded^  precipitately 
fled  Header  cover  of  their.batteries,  Not  a  word 
c^f  this' appears  in  Mr.  Thonison :  unless  we  are 
to  imply  as  much,  from  the  gentle  phrase,^-* 
'*  He  then  returned  to  the  fort/^  The  remain** 
der'of  general  Clay'i^  brigade,  consisting  of 
about  400  men,  assailed  a  body  of  Indians  inithe 
wood,  near  to  Fort-Meigs;  and,saye  Mr.ThotH'- 
ison, ;  ^<  would  have  been :  also  drawndnti)  an*  am- 
bush J  had  not  geperal  Har risou' ordered  a  ^plirty 
of  dragoons  to  sslllyout^  and  protect  their  wtiteat 
to«heAAl.'**  i      ' 

^'  The  Bi^idsh  loss,  •  duriqg  these  operardons^ 
amounted  to  no  mote  than  14  killed,  47-  wound* 
ed,  aiid  40  missing,  or^  priiikiners.  TheAmevi* 
ican  loss,  as  flar  ^aii  ^itt'coukl  be  ascerj^ainted  Hy 

*  Sketoh^B  of  tiie  War^  p.  119.         .      * 
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theUr  own  people,  amounted  to  81  killed^  and  189 
ivounded^  besides  the  prisoners.'  We  must  not 
^mit  here  to  mention,  that  the  famed  Indian 
iwarrior,  Tecumsneh)  buried  his  tomahawk  in  the 
head  of  a  Chippewaj  chief,  whom  he  found 
actively  engaged  in  massacring  some  oi  colonel 
Dudley's  men.  The  Amerii?ans,  as  usaal, 
greatly  exaggelrated  the  British  force ;  of  which 
not  fnuch  more  than  half  was  actually  engaged ; 
the  remainder  being  at  the  encampment.  The 
Indians,  according  to  their  custom  after, success, 
retired  to  enjpy  the  plunder  they  had  cibtutied 
from  the  captured  bo^ts.  So  that,  \af  colonel 
Proctor's  1300  Indians,  Tecumseh  and  *about 
30  chiefs  were  all  that  were  present  at  the  close 
of  the  battle :  hy  which  time,  also,  it  appears, 
"  hJilf  of  the  militia,^'*  having  their  corn  to 
plant,  had  retired  to  their  homes.  .  Thus  situ- 
ated, colonel  Proctor  considered  himself  obliged 
to  raise  the  siege  of  Fort-Meigs*  After  re«em« 
bajsktng  his  small-  force,  of  ^itgulars,  and  the 
whole,  of  his  ordnance  and  stoim  of  evi^ry  de- 
scjripition,  he  returned,  to.  Sand wieb;\  these  to 
^uvaat  the  expected.  reinfwceni6nt&  &oia>\  the 
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CHAPTJSR  VII. 

CriiUalgituaiimofnutJor^geniral  Vincenfs  drmy 
^^Awmfiianarmif  stni  mgainH  U — lAmtenant^ 
cdwiBl  Ihmk^^&  galianf  ptopasal  cjf  a  nights 
etiMh^Iis  mthpiion  and  smccturful  result^^ 
Ciipture  of  the  imo  American  genercU^^Cm,*- 
fimou  and  ¥eiteai  ^f  the  American  army^^ 
Comnu>d0re  Chmtmcey^s  return  to  SMkeit^s  Har*' 
ior-^-HSUr  Jfame$  Yeo^s  MtMk  npon  the  Ameri^ 

•  cam  at  their  ieeond  erkcumpmtnt-^ Arrival  €f 
the  Ameriean  army  at  Forl*Gevrge,  and  aban^ 
donmevH  l>f  the  detaehed  postji^^urrender  of 
colonel  BcBTBtkr  and  MI  Amerieans  to  a  subal^ 
tern'9  deiachment  of  the  ^^k-^-Cotohel  Cldrk't 
sucfietfsftil  attack  an    FortScMoener — Alliance 

'  Imtmeen  thkAmerieems  and  Indiane^-^The  laUer^s 
-  decimation sof  war  agamU'  the  dmddat-'^rm 
I  'mM^pteeeuiati0n»  of  tihe  Americans  corrected-^ 
'<Bfitiah  ptan  f^  Mtwing  A^iertcan  prisantri  in 
*r/.the  handi  ijf^tke  Indiw/is^-^BurhafmOr  ^teperi'- 

*  .'ment  nuub  wi%h  BifiiiA  pimomn  by  the  Ameri- 
;  cam  fikaJQf€hapi»^Ldeultmt^^ 

.  [$uacmj^l  attmb  xm  ^Simck  i  IUbck—Hie  mnHmeif 
fall — Capture  of  unarmed  CatmiUemi'-'^iSi^d 
capture  of  Yorkr^te^^d^ftficeiess  state — Destruc^ 
tion  of  private  property — American  officers  09i 
parole* 

fr  E  must  now  return  to  major-general  Vin- 
cent, whom  we   left  encamped  at  Burlington 
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Hei^s;  dintant  frow  IFbrt^^Cbeofge  dbiMtiflO 

miles.    The  ^capture  of  York,  and  tkb  Amefi- 

'din  superiority  on  tb^  lake,  Tetid€f€d  tbetiCM^ 

ktioii  of  ibis  army  extremely  critical^     The'odl<- 

cei^s  and  toen  were  in  absolute  waiit  of  those 

neoei^saries,  wbieb  they  had  beeft  €Oiiipell«d, 

eitber  to  leave  behind  at  the  evaeoiatioil  of ,  <Hr 

t0  destroy  during  the  retreat  from,  Fort-Geovgi. 

Sttioiild  the  enemy  approach  in  force  too  sope^ 

rior  to  justify  a  battier  the  Bifitish  were  withoat 

the  means  of  carrying  away  th^eir   few   field«- 

-pieces,  or  even  their  wounded.     Should,  oti  th^ 

other  handy  a  battle  offer  the  sKghtMt  chaac^ 

of  success,  the  quantity  of  ammtmitidti,  ^  rounds 

per  gun,  was  too  small  td  admit  of  perseverance 

in  their  efforts. 

Determined  to  drive  the  British  from  their 

position,  or,  if  resdlvcd  to  fight,  tb  ensure  therr 

capture,  general  Dearborn,  on  the  1st  and  2d  of 

Jdne^  despatched  ifrote'  Fort^^GMrg^   generals 

Chaifdler  and  Witidber,  with  their  tWtt  brigaded 

of  itifantry,  Aceoitipalf)i^d  by  cbldtMl  l^tti  and 

^'his  dr^goiohs^  and  by  a  tsftrofig  detaehnMM  of 

lai^tiltery,  having  in  diarge  eight  Dr  niMe  HeM- 

pieced;  both  heavy  and  light.   .  Otf>aMtitig,  on 

>Vhe^  ifioraing  of  the  6^i  at  the  vieaaity^^  «8I«l 

hey  Crefek,'  and  widiiis  alHiat  sevea MiksoiP  th^ 

Brlifa^  eii^ampmenft^  the.  Ameritcaiii  pitched 

tbeif*  loots,  hi  order  to  make  farther  jyrepan^ 

tioiis  lR>r  attackiag  a  Ibtce;  off  much  l6sfe»  thati 

*haif  th^irnumbets/  »...:• 
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liiMitenaBt^rcoloiiel  Harvey,  at  the  bead  of  a 
MeomiQitf  tog  part  j,  GOMisting  of  the  light  cbm- 
^paiiftes  of  the  84h  aqd  '49tfa  regiments,  advanced 
•clfMie  to  the  eoe«ny's  encaoipment,  and  took  an 
aeourate  view  of  his  position.   <  With  a  prompti* 
tude,  as  honourable  tb  his  gallantry  ashis  judg- 
meat,  the  lieutenantroolond  suggested  to  major*- 
genisral  Vincent,  in  the  strongest  terms,  a  night- 
attack  upon  the  American  camp.     He  had  plan- 
ned the  whole  in  his  mind ;  and  offered,  in  perN 
ilon,  to  lead  the  advance.     The  object  was,  to 
'throw  the  e0%my  into  ce^n fusion;  and,  if  pes* 
'Sible,   compel   him   to  ^baiidon  hiii  ii^tended 
attack  upon  thie  British  army.     It  wa^  certainly 
.a  desperate  iQeaslir^  but  CMriti^b  soldiers  were  to 
make  the  attempt,  and  not  to  make  it :  H^uld 
bring  down  :tbe;s|mAe  cons^ueuiQe^  as  a  fi^ilure, — 
the  capture  or  destr^ctlo;l  pf  general  Viucfint^$i 
•  force. 

Tbe. flight  of  th^  5}:h  4»f  #uife,  as  if  propitious 
to  IjhefUndeftfdiitig^  pi?oyed.0iie  of.  the  darkest 

tbfithA4  b€0B'knoi»vii.f0fm^ny  years.  Qifring 
'to itibi^  ve? J .(^reuinstaiiice,  as  sm^H a nuaibiier  f|s 
.eouid  w'oll-r  be  eiinplpy^d,  woulfj;  it;  wai^  justly 
considfer^dyvC^ope/site  with;  the^  b^st:  ^fiecJ^  The 
moil  had  b^en  ki^pt  ;under  airnitsf^  aitmting^.aa 
attack  frofli  tthe  enemy »*  ^)ao0 .  esirly  iu:  tb.6  ^fi;er- 
notm;  and^  at . balf-paHt  eleven,  asr.if  mflk^ly  to 
tiike  lip  some  i^w  positioii  ac€^ory»lt0}  Abe 
(defence  of  the  postf  fiv^  cpmpatiic^s  pf  the  8th, 
and  tiie  whole  of  thfe  49tU  regiiDenti  ipaivhed 
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fiul  of  camp.  The  nui^ber  was  exactly  **  704 
firelocks,*^*  or>  whicfh  is  the  same  thing,  rank 
and  file.  •    .s 

Let  us  now  pause  avl^hrle^  till  we  have  fixed,  as^ 
accurately  as  may  be,  the  number  and  force  of 
the  American  arrtiy.     The  only  assistance  wte 
l^rocure  from  the  <American  accounts,  are   the 
names  of  the  regiments-  and  corps.     These  con* 
s^tsted  of  the  5th,  19th,  14th,  16th,  22d,  and  38d 
regiments  of  infantry,  divided  intotWobrigAdes^ 
of,  according  to  the  lowest  returns  in  an  Ameri* 
can  work,  1450  men  each.'    We  find  SOOartiW 
lery  mentioned  as  part  of  the  Fort-George  f6t»oe> 
admitting  half  only  of  thiat  number,  some'  of 
which  were  acting  as  light  troops,  ta  have  been, 
detached  on  this  occasion,  and  adding  the  SfiO 
dragoons  under  colonel  Bam,  we  have,  for  the^ 
force  encamped  at  Stoney  Creek,'  3550  men? 
but  a  Boston  paper  of  June  24,  1813,  states  the 
number  at  4000.     It  becomes  us,  hoii^*?ver],*  to: 
be  rather  under,  than  over  the  mark ;  ire  will 
therefore  fix  the  amount,  in  round  immbers,  tt 
3500    Americans;    just, -^without    estijtnating 
the   nine  field-pieces,-— five  times  the  number 
of  the  British  who,  in  the  solemn  stiHipess ,  of 
the   night,  were  fearlessly  marching  to  attaelq 
them. 

.  The  advance  6f  this  determined  band  was  led 
by  lieutenant-colonel  Harrey;  and)  at  2  o^ctockj 

-     -     ♦  App,  No.  33;    '     •    .  *  * 


tiif  .Briti$li  regplars,  ynti^.  fixed. bayonets, ,ni«lMBd. 
into  the  centre  af  t^he  Ajnericaa  camp.    .T)te 
40tb  regiment,  headed  by  major  (now  lieutenaat-p 
e^onel)     PUndefle^tb,    char|ped   sonie    fi^)d- 
^ces ;  and  one  of  the  artiUerypaen  wivb  b^- 
onetted  in  the  very  act  of  discharging  a  gun. 
A  body  of  American  infantry  >  stationed  near  the 
artillery^  and  cMoposed,  it  is  said,  of  the  light 
troops  and  35th  regime&t,  fiied  a  most  deatruc- 
tive  volley  at  the  49th ;  but,  instead  of  repeat- 
ing what  might  have  changed  the  fate  of  the 
dtty,  torned  upon  their  heek  and  fle^.     On  this 
ocea&ion  major  Henderleath^s  horse .  wai^  shot 
iHsder  him,  and  himself  si^verely  wounded.    Ser« 
jfeant  Fraser  of  the  40th,  having  captured  bngar 
dier-general  Winder,  now  brought  him  as  a  pji- 
wtier  to  miyqr  Plendarjeath.  The  latter  mounted 
^he  Amartcfin  genevars  horse,  and  lost  that^  also, 
by  a  shot,  alinost  imn^ediately  afterwards.    Bri-> 
gadierrgeneral    Cbandlet    was ,  taj^ei^^     much 
bruised^  un^der  one  of  tb«$  gufi^.    Al)  tl^is  whikj 
Ibe  .fiva'o^iapimies  of  the  8th  regiment,  undsv 
VHJor  (now  lieatenant-Qolonel)  Qgilvie,  who  .so 
distinguished  himself  i^  Fort*Qeorge,  were  deaK 
ing  deatruotion  to  the  enemyV  left  flank,  c^m^ 
jpiosed  of  the  5th,  23d,  and  l^h  regiments. 

The  utmost  confusion  reigned  iu  the  Amern 
teifc  camp,  a*d  the  troops  were  flying  in  every 
dilution  teethe  wrrounding  heigh ts.  The  plai| 
having  fully  succeeded,  and  it  not  being  pra« 
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dent  to  let. the  Amenoans discoT^r  wliat  a^MUall 
{brvd  h«Nl'90  p'lit  thenir . d»  the  fent^  k6t.«tb«y 
silauld  larijy^  aod  everwkttlm  their  few  ^pponeste^ 
the  iatt»,  just  ks  day' dawned^.  Tetired  to  .  thdtr 
dantottOMKts ;  t^ing  with  tfaenntwo  brigadieri 
gea^rals,  one  nnflgor)  five  captahn)  one  lienteA 
Want,  and  lid  bon-oommisBioneMd.  offieers  and 
privates^  of  the  Atneriean  army  \  also  two  out 
of  fonr  of  th«  captarad  pieces  of  artiilerjv 
along  with  nine  horses  to  draw  them.* 

Owing  to  the  extreme  darkness  of  the  night, 

each'  side  suffered  fi^m  friends  as  well  as  foes^ 

Oar  loss  amounted  to  33  killed,  136  w^und^j 

and  5A  missing  ;t  being  almost  a  third  of  the 

party.    The  Americans  admit  a  loss  of  17  kilfod^' 

and   88    wounded ;   but    make    their   missing 

amount,  in  all,  to  100,  instead  of  135.    Gen^oa| 

Dearborn's  l^ter  states  that  m  colonel  Ckurk'^ 

wafr  mortally   wounded,   and   fell    into    thet^ 

bands.     This  was  not  the  case,  but  brigad^M 

major  Clerk   was  most  ^ngerousiy  wounded^ 

and   found  on  the  ground  by  two  straggler^ 

one  a  British,  the  other  an  American  seidiei^. 

They  ^»tnied  him,  to  a  farm-house,  whiere  be  had 

scarcely  been  put  to  bed,  when  an  Amarieair 

guard  arrired^  and  the  officer  inhufnanly  ordemd 

Major  Clerky   bed  amd    all,  to  be  placed  in  « 

waggon,  the  jolting  of  which  set  bis  wouiidf 

bleeding  afresh^  and  nearly  terminated  his  lift. 

«  App.  No.  35*  t  Ibb  No«  34. 
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One  of  the  AmerioBii  aecoants.of  the  Stoney* 
Creek  bosiaess  contaiiis  the  feUomn^  state- 
ment: ^^  Captain  Manaers,  of.  that  regiment, 
(the  .49th)  was  itaken  in  his  bed  by  lieutenant 
;  who,  from  a  principle  6f  humanity,  pot 
on  his  parole,  on  condition  of  his  not  senr* 
ittg  the  enemy,  until  be  should  be  e2[changed« 
An  engagement  which  that  officer,  violated,  by 
appearing  in  arms  against  the  American  troops, 
immediately  afber  the  recovery  of  his  health./^  * 
This  is  a.  swioos  charge  against  a  brave  officer, 
now.  living.  Thus  it  is  answered.  Close  to  cap*^ 
taiii  Manners,  on  the  .field,  lay  a  captain  Mills, 
of  the  American  army,  fttill  moris .  severely 
wounded.  The  two  officers  agreed,  and  mutually 
pledged  their  honors,  that,  no  matter  by  which 
party  captured,  they  should  be  considered  as 
exchanged,  and  at  liberty  to  serve  again.  Lieui 
tenant  Riddle  soon  afterwards  came  up;  and, 
although  he  could  not  stay  to  bring  away  eisen 
his  friend,  exacted  a  parole  from  captain  Man* 
ners.  When  the' American  army  subsequently 
fled,  the  two  officers  were  found  by  the  British; 
The  iAstant  captain  Mills  recovered .  .from  his 
woundS)  he  was  sent  by  a  (flag  to  the  American 
lines ; .  and  captain  Manners  became,  oft  courser* 
exonerated  from  his  parole.  That  an  American 
editor  should  give  insertion  to  any  story,  refleptiog 
upoii  a  JBrifcbh  officer,  is  not  at  all  strange.    Bui 

*:8ke  tcHes  of  the  War,  p.  187. 
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•  •  •  *  ' 

it  IS  so,  that  an  American '  officdr  should  hav^ 
alhHved  *  thtee  editidns  of  Mr.  Thontsoh's  baO& 
to  pasi»^  evety  dne  cdntainihg  sa  scandalous  a 

paragraph.  

The  American  official  account  describes  tfaft 
704  regtflars  that '  perfefmed  this  exploit  at 
SMiney  Creek^  as  ^^  the  whole  6f  the  British  and 
Indian  forces  ;'^  *  although  hot  an  Indian  moved 
with  the  troops^  sind  those  that  had  been  left 
at  the  encampment  did  not  csciieed  30  or'SOi 
This  Indian  story  was  just  the  thing  for 'Mr* 
O'Comion  Accordingly,  he  says:  ^^The  army,* 
oil /this  ocoasion^  has  prored'its  filinness-and 
bravery ,  -  by  keeinng  its  position  in  a  liight«^ 
attapk,  in  which  the  yells  of  the  Indians/ nlingled 
with. the  roaring  of  the  cannon  and  musketry, 
were-  calculated  to  intimidlEite/^  f  General^ 
Daaisbm-n,  next^  pronounces  *^  the  eiienly  com-^ 
plelely  routed^  «nd  driven  from  tile  field ;'' 
although  he  admits  that,  *^  by^somestrangefata^ 
bty,'^  his  two  brigaidiers^  were  taken  prisoners.  ^ 
Sd  boasted  commodore  Chaunc^y/'  when  sir 
James  Veo  captured  two  of  his  schooners.^  'It' 
is.  to  the  very  circumstance  of  the  absence  of 
tfaetwb  C(»nmanding  brigadiers,  perhaps,  th^t. 
we  may  attribute  the  general's  want' of  infbrma* 
tion  oUr  the  subject.  -Wboelise,  for  -  instance,, 
but  some  stupid  corporal  or  drummer,    could 

'  ♦App.  N'o.Sfi.     '  •mi8t.6ftheWar,p»98. 

t'JsiBes's  NaT.  Occur,  p.  ^98. 
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have  told  him,  t^t  thty  iMiit  in  a  flag  with  fi 
request  ^'  to  barj  their  dead*"  So  £ar  froi%  Uitt 
Jiaving  be^Q  the  cae^  the  Aoft^caae  ran  awajr 
and  left  their  own  dead  to  be  buriff)  hf  the 
British, 

Realljf  the  oDafuiii9j|  that  pffvaitad  w  tbe 
American  caipp;  seeing  .40  have  ajLtrnded  ita  im^ 
lluence  to  ^he  heads  of  the  American  historiaM. 
One  editor  deelajre^)  that  ttie  British,  .h hen  they 
attacked^'hikd ''  iio  miisfcet  hMikd,'^  and  turned 
th^  ca{itured  guns  upon  the  enoampment ;  when, 
in  truth,  theJBritish  did  fire  their  mosbete,  but 
did  not  fira . the .  captured  gunsi(  chiefly ,  in  ^  the 
latter  csH^e,  beitaQse.they  bad  jm  Qrtiileryma»  to 
maiiage  them.  ''  J^  dragoon,  chargied  ufiMt^ 
^9^  <^ffWPI^My  rf>a^.  them  ;^^  *  say^  one  editor* 
'tJkif^  squadron  9i^  dragoons  remained  formed 
an4  fitjBady  at  their  po«bift  but  cQpld  Bet  act 
on  jiG^uni  of  tke  darki^esi&.c^  the.  night,  asd 
t)i%  thicjufsss  of  the.  ac^aeent  woodt;''*  asjrs 
another^  The  la&t  was  the  fact ;  at  least,  no 
diagooOT  weise  enaount^ed  or  seen:  by  any  of 

Although  general  IX^Mrborn  had  killed' mitfoc* 
general  Vincent,  JV|ir.  Thomson  dodaired  hm  mms 
only  missing,  aad''  discovered  by  his  ^own 
]jaopl^>  in  the  cour^^  of  the  sau^  day,  idmost 
i^^lisbed,  at  the  dist^q^  of  fqur  miks  from  tJm 
scene  of  action/' f  At  all  events,  both  of  the 
*  Hist,  of  tbe  Wsr,  p.  98.      sf  Skstcbes  of  the  Wai^  p.  136. 
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captured  Akniericaii  g;etieral6  ditied  iritb  the  Bti^ 
tish  general  on  the  day  of  th^  attack,  and  wet^ 
sent  forward  to  Montreal  that  same  aAieriKtoii. 
Ami^rt  all  their  confusion,  the  three  American 
historians  agree  in  this,  that  the  American  troopl^ 
iMhaved  in  the  bravest  manner;  and  that  the 
BHtaih,  although  '^  raperior'^  in  numbers,  ^^  fied 
ib  every  direction.'^ 

-    After  the  British  had  retired,  and  when  brbild 

dbylight  enabled  the  Americatist  to   i^ee  well 

titr4>llnd  them,  the  latter  returned  to  their  camp ; 

but  only  to  destroy  their  blankets,  carriages, 

provisions,  spare  arms,  ammunitfon,  Sat.    They 

then,   '^  baring  giren  up  the  pursuit  o^  thd 

enemy,''*    precipitately    retreated,    or    "  feH 

back,''  gently,  no  doubt, — ^because   the  roads 

wore  scarcely  passable, — to  Forty  •mile  €reek, 

about  11  miles  in  the  rear  of  the  field  of  battle. 

Mrr  (yConnor  says,  a  council  of  war  de<Mded 

that  the  army  ^^  ought  to  retive.'^    Admitting 

the    council    was  not   long    tatting,  this  was 

probubly  the  case.     At  all  events,  when  a  re^ 

coim^itring  party  of  the  BritisH  arrived  in  sight 

of  the  field  of  battle,  about  eleven  o'clock  on  the 

same  morning,  not.  an  Ameriean  soldier  was 

to   b^   seen,    except  the  dead  and  the  badly 

vrodtided.     Several  of  the  British  wounded,  apd 

attioigi  diem  major  Clerk  and  captain  Manners, 

again  found   themselves  in  the  midst  of  their 

*  Sketched  of  the  War,  p.  137. 
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iiiendft.  Tbe  state  of  want  to  which  oiir  tfo<i|»s 
had  been, reduced)  was  in  a  great  xneasore  je^ 
lieved  by  the  Npoils  of  the  deserted  caoipw  t 
:  The  American  army  re^encanoiped  on  a  plane 
of  a  mile  in  width  ;  its  right  flank,  on  the  lake, 
its  left  on  the  Forty-mile  Creek,  skirting  th« 
:ba«e  of  a  perpendicular  mountain. .  Ob  tht 
afternoon  of  the  day  of  battle,  a  detaehmant^ 
consisting  of  the  6th  and  15th  United  Slates'  regi- 
inents,  and*  a  park  of  artillery,  under  coIomI 
James  Miller,  join^  the  army ;  as  did,  the  nexX 
afternoon,  generals  LeM^is  and  Boyd,  the  formet 
of  whom  assumed  the  command.  The  army^ 
at  this  time,  must  have  amounted  to  upwards  of 

As  soon  as  commodore  Chauncey  had  ascer« 
]^«tia^  that  the  Britii^h  fleet  was  again  in  Kings- 
t4mi  he  left  the  protection  of  his  batteries  at  the 
head  of  the  lake,  and  hastened  to  Sackett^s  Har- 
bor ;  there  to  await  the  launching,  and  .  final 
equipment  of  the  ship  General  Pike.  On  the 
ad  q£  June  sir  James  Yeo,  with  hi«  squadr^m^  on 
board  of  which  he  had  some  clothing  and  pro- 
visions,  and  about  280  of  the  8th  regimept,  for 
m%|or*geheral  Vincent,  sailed  fro;n  Kingston,  to 
co-operate  with  that  ofiicer ;  as  well  as,  by  inter^ 
cepting  the  enemy^s  supplies,  and  otherwise 
annoying  him,  to  provoke  commodpce  CbaMicey 
to  re-appear  on  the  lake. 

At  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  8th,  sir 
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James  found   himsel^f  close  to  general  Lewis^ 

fsunp  at  the  Forty^iiile  Creek.    It  being  calm, 

the  larger  vessels  could  not  get  in^  but  the  Be4 

tenford  and  Sidney  Smith  sckoonerS)  and  one  or 

two  gun-boats,  jittcceeded  in  approaching \dthiif 

range  of  the  American  batteries.    Four  pieces 

of. artillery  were  bmught  down  to  the  beach; 

and,  in  less  than  half  an  hour,  a  temporary  fur*' 

nace  for  heating  shotwaa  in  operation**  -TfafCF 

fire  of  the  British  yessels  was  then  retot*iMd, 

the  Americans  sayi  ^^  with  fiiU  efKct.'^  -  They 

admit,  however,  that  at  i|oon  on  the  day  of  siif" 

James's  appearance,  the  troops  broke  up  tbdtr 

cmnionments,  and. scampered  off  as  fast  arthey 

could,  having  previously  sent  away  a  part  of 

their .  eampreqaipage  and  baggege  in  hatteaux 

to  Fort^George ;  but  this  hasty  removal,  say  the^ 

kietorians,  was  owing  to  orders  just  received 

from  general  Dearbqm.    The  batteaux  put  off.> 

Twelve  of  them,  with  their  cmitents,  were  cap^ 

tnied  by  the  Beresfard,  and  the  remaining  sevenf 

wera^  dri vcA  on  shore  and  abandoned  by  their 

erews.  ...••.• 

In.  compliance  with  the  directions  of ^  majofi^ 

general  Vincent,  sir  James  Yeo  landed  the  de» 

tachmrat  of  the  8th,  under  major  Evans,  at  the 

Forty'-mil^  Creek,  that  it  mi^t  join  lieutenant^ 

cokmel  Bissbopp,  with  the  flank  company  of  the 

4Kb|  and  one  battalion  company  of  the  41st, 

s  SMtehea  of  lbs  Wur,  p.  139, 
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which  hqd  arrived  there  from  the  hdjg^t»«  At 
abou^  seven  p'elo^k  on  th^ereaiog^f  the  8tfa, 
tUtf  4^yat)ped  cwps,  numbering  abotit  49&  rank 
4^4  ^H  entered  tigie  stQOod  deaert^d.Ameriean 
MHW'  w  Vne  thfi  meq  jfoandi  gieMroadjfr  spat^d  to 
$1)49^  p^t  oi^the  confl^ration  ol'sfores,  500  stand- 
iqg.^nts,  HO'bwrekoffiour^lQOetandsdf  aenu, 
b^d^  4k  v^netjr  of  ather  uadfiil  and  necessaiy 
articles ;  nim,  about  70  ptaMiers*  Nothing  of 
t)w  ^peam  in  the  American  aceonnts.  The 
j^filish  iMlvftt^ce^  being  novir  so  well  protided, 
4licJ|Qip«A  o^on  the  apoft^to  await  the  arriv4it^ 
^ip^nbody. 

.  \^b$dther  it  was  through  i^e  knWilttj  of  the 
%(0^Gil|  or  the  fears  of  the  nmp,  the  Amenomi 
tCQ^P^s  under  general  Lewis^  fl^  in  the  atmest 
hftvte ;  buying  sustained  a  loss  in  killed,  wounded^ 
mcA  iQiiising)  inchidtng  desertions^  (if  we  msLje 
tfiipt  t^e  American  newspapers,)  of  nearly  1000 
men*  Si^«pprehcosive,  indeed,  w^eeethejr  of  being 
^t  off,  tkat,  instead  of  pnoeceding  to>  Kast- 
Qcio^eby  the  direct  roatcf  they  marelied  rooad 
by  Queenstown.  The  accounts  they  broiight 
t9.g^Qfi^l Dearborn,  of  tlie  nnaiber  anfl  poowfess 
q£  the  J^ritishf  fed  to  pnparaiions  for  delbndiiig 
t^At  post,  ami  to  sm  immediate  concisfiti«kion  >of 
tJ^Q  d^f^hmehts  from  CUppeway  and  Fort^iPfici 
mai:  was  Fort-^George,  with  the  strongtf' en* 
trenpbed  camp  in  ito  nnighbourbood,  altiioi^ 
garrisoned    by    upwatKla   of  dOOO   Americans, 
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deemed  a  idtuatioto  of  perfect  security:  tbetei 
fbre^  the  bulk  of  the  remaining  baggage  was  ^ent 
Across  the  rirer  to  Foirt-Niagara;  Thus,  was  th^ 
whole  int^ribr  of  the  Upper  Canada  pemnsula 
rei^cued  from  the  ravages  of  an  inyading  itmyi 
by  a  mere  handful  of  British  troops,  ordered 
IVom  their  own  camp  at  the  bold  suggestion,  and 
led  into  the  mid^t  of  the  enemy^s,  by  the  judg- 
ment and  intrepidity,  of  lieutenant-colonel 
Hatvey. 

'  Major-general  Vincent,  having  been  reinforced 
by  the  104th  regiment,  had  placed  the  advanced 
<y>rps  of  hiis  little  army  under  the  command  of 
lieutenent-colonel  Bisshopp ;  who,  about  th^ 
23d  of  June,  pushed  forward  detachments,  to 
occupy  the  cross-roads  at  the  Ten-mile  Creek^ 
and  at  the  Beaver  Dam.  One  of  these  detax^h- 
inents,  consisting' of  a  subaltern  and  30  rank 
iind  file,  of  the  l04th,  occtrpied  a  stone-bousis 
near  to  the  dam.  To  reconnoitre,  and,  if  pos^ 
sible,  to  capture  this  force,  lieutenant^coiond 
Bioeystler,  with  a  detachment  of  in&ntry,  cavahyi 
artillery^  militia  and  volunteers,  numbering  67d 
officers  atid  men^  was  i^nt  fit>m  Fort-George. 

At  eight  o^clcock  on  the  morning  of  the  24th', 
colonel  Bcerstler  and  his  party  unexpectedly  eni 
'Countered,  in  the  woods,  a  body  of  about  200 
Indian!^  1^  by  captain  Kerr.  A  skirmish  e» 
sued,  Wliich  lasted'  tipwards  off  two  hours,  wbeii 
the  American  troops,  dreading  bdng  led  intoaii 
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ambush,  endeavoured  to  gain  %he  wood  leading 
towards  Lundy^s  Lane ;  but  were  unexpectedly 
encountered  hy  lieutenant*colonel  Thomas 
jClark^  at  the  head  of  15  militiH-men)  accideqt* 
ally  passing  in  that  direction.  These,  immedi* 
ately  opened  a  fire,  from  the  wood,  upon  coloqel 
jBoerstler's  armj ;  and  compelled  it  to  halt  uppn 
the  open  space  of  ground,  across  which  it  bad 
been  retreating.  Mr^  Thomson,  out  of  kindness 
to  colonel  Bcerstler,  has  denominated  these  16 
militia,  ^^one  company  of  the  104th  regiment, 
and  fibout:  200  militia,  in  all  340  mepf  and 

s 

-declares^  that  even  this  fprpe  wps  pontinuallj 
pugmentipg,  and  became,  at  l^st,  greatly  super 
jrior« .  The  colonel  must  have  thought  so  too ; 
for  he  sent  to  Fort-George,  a  dist^uce  of  ILQ 
if)iles,  for  an  immediate  reinfqrcement. 
.  Puling  the  retreat  f^ojii  the  Indians,  lieutenr 
ant  Fitzgibbon  of  the  49(h^ .  h^vifig  with  him  9 
fm^U  detachment,  qoiisisting  of  fi  subaltern  ^^^ 
^  rapK  ai^d  file^  cIqs^  upon,  and  reco|i^o\tfe4 
the  An^ericau  ,t|poops.  He  stationed  his  men  wi 
»»"eminerice  tp  the  right  of  tj^eir  position  ^  a«d. 
receiving  information  of  (he  expected  rfdnfpro^- 
meat  frqnoi  Fort-G^rge^  Jre$olved  upon  the  bold 
m^ure  of  impiediptety  suipmonin^  colon<4 
^Bfi^rstler  to  surrender.  T^iijfj,  .lieut«iM(nt  Fit?- 
gibl]^n  immediately  did,  in  the  name  of  lieuten- 
ant-colon6l  Di^  Hai^en.  Mr.  Thomson  ha^ exerted 
)iiimself  to  save  colonial  Boerstler's  character,  on 
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tliis  dccasion,  by  stutmg,  that  ^*  lieutenan't  Fitz-^ 
^bbon  informed  him,  <m'  the  hoaor  of  a  British 
soldier,  that  the  regtilar  feroe,  eomnanded  by 
lieutenant-colonel  Bisahopp,  was  double  that  of 
thA  American,  and  that  the  Indians  were  at  least 
TOO  in  number.  Colonel  Beerstier/^  proceeds 
this  editor,  "  trusting  to  the  veracity  of  the 
officer,  fearing  the  impracticability  of  escaping,, 
fmd  being  unwilling  to  abandon  his  wounded, 
•greed  to  terms  of  ci^itulation.^^* 

Just  as  these  were  drawing  up,  amived  mi^yiMr 

De.Haren,  who  had  been  sent  for  by  lieutenant 

Fitegibbon  ;  and  who  brought  with  him  about 

3SM).men,  consisting  of  the  light  troops  attached 

to  the  advanced  detachment.    The  major  put.the 

fiAishing  stroke  ta. this  admirable  rt^e  de  guerre^ 

by  43iffixing  his  name  to  the  document  surrender-^ 

ing  lieutenant-colonel  Borstler,  alpng  with  oue 

migar,  six  captains^  13  lieutenants,  one  cornet, 

OQe  surgeon*  2&  seqeanto,  two  drummers,  and 

463  rank  and  file,  as  prisoners  of  war ;  besides 

30  militia,  int^ded  to  have  been  released  on 

parole :  making  a  total  of  543  men«  At  thtf  sama 

tkne  were  also  surrendered,  one  12  and  one 

6-pounder,  two  lif  rpt,  apd  the  colour^  of  the  I4tfat 

United  States'  reg^eot^t    T^h^  amount  of  the 

Americaq  wounded  in  the  affair  with  the  Indiam 

no  where  appears ;  but,  referring  to  the  nuqibte 

qf  men  s^nt  on  the  expeditipn,  either  the  loss 

«  Sketches  of  the  War,,  p.  161.  ^     t  App*  New  98. 


most  kare  been  giMt,  ov  Mivenl  of  the  party 
had  escaped  previously  to  the  surrender. 

The  conplete  eueeesi  attending  thi»  exploit^ 
seems  to  hare  greatly  nMUtiied: our  thrae  hisrto^ 
rians ;  one  of  whom  bad'alreadj*  boasted  ^f  *'  the 
terrifytag  effects  oif  lieuteiiant-colMMl  Boevstle/s 
lungs  upon  the  British;"  attoding  to  the  aflhir 
near  Frenchman's  credc.^  We  eannot  learn 
whether  the  AoMriean  colonel  did,  or  dvd  n^ti 
open  his  throat  upon  lieulfenaik*  FitigibboB  ;  but 
we  require  no*  stronger*  evidence  than  the  former's 
^'uMMcountable^f  surrender,  to  he  assured  of 
this  fiu)t,^*^thai/  a  Stetttor*s  hings  and  a  Cesser's 
heart  do^  nqt  always  inhabit  the  same  breast. 

As  the  AtiMrican  editors  are  v^ery  loud  in  thteii^ 
railings  against  us,  because  nisyor^general  Vin- 
cent refused  to  ratrfj  the  last*  article  of  the 
oi^tulation ;  stipulating,  thaf  the  militia  and 
vofain teers  should  be  permitted  to .  ret  urn  to  the 
United'  Statee  on  parole,  this  maj-  re^ir^  art 
explanation :  In  the  first  place,  -  the  stand  of 
colours  of  a^  militia^t>eginient  was  found  con^ 
oeakd  about  the  person  of  one  of  utigorChapiil^ 
vdluiiteers.  In  the  next,  these  were  recogniseed 
as  the  idehtioi^  men  wIio,led  by  their  **  ^Nant 
eomiitandi^rj-*  had  recently  been  piHaging  the 
lio«i4eB-and  earfyiiig  off  the  horses,  of  theCstoa* 
dian^inhabif^dtH  in  the  neighbourhood,  fn 
several  'ihstMces, 'the  mamuders  hail  actually 

-  1  '  *.See  p.  114.      '     t+s  App.  Ne»  40* 
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forced  hom-  Ae  fmmes^  ftnd  canried  awaj,  the 
poor  people's  window^sasfcea. 

£aii^  in  Jiiljr,  tn»|or-general  De  Rottenburg, 
the  kite  president  of  Lower  Canada^  succeeded 
major* getieral  Sbeaffb  as'predtdent  of  the  upper 
pwovinen;  and,  as  ftueh,  took  the  command  of 
the  trMps  from  the  hands  of  major-general  Vin- 
cents    Major-general  De  Rottenburg,  with  the 
main  bod^t^  of  the  centr^-divison  of  the  army  of 
II|>peit  Canada,  took  his  station  in  the  neighbour- 
hnodol'lihoTwelTe-mile  Creek,  which  is  distant 
about  11  mtles  f rom  Fbrt^-George.     About  this 
tinae  gisneral  Dearborn,  barrassed  in  mind  and 
bMJy,  fBfy  ptpperlj  resigned  the  command  of 
the  American  northern  army.     General  Lewis 
was  next  in  succession ;  but,  he  having  been 
ordered  to  Sackett's  Harbor  to  assist  commodore 
diauncej  in  repairing  the  defences  of  that  for- 
tress, the  command  of  Fort-George  and  its  depen- 
dencies, as  also  of  Fort-Niagara,  devolved  upon 
major-general  Boyd. 

M 

Ada  prooftoiwh^tH  helpltess  state  this  hume- 
rous  army  of  itifv^saon  hiad,  by  its  fears,  been 
redue^,  lieutenant-colbnel  TliomasOark,  of  the 
Cana^itan  -militia,  during  the  night  of  the  4th  of 
«ltfly,  with  46  of  his  men,  passed  over  iti  boats 
ftom  Chipj^way  to  fbrt-Schlosser ;  surprised 
the  Atfei^an  guai'd  slaiiotted  there;  made  15 
prisopers:;  a/id  hto^gkt\s^w^y  a  coii^e^abie 
quantity  ofvOmii^  sflilt|)eii|&,  aadQther^rwisions; 
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ako  a  brass  €Kpoi|iid#r,  se?e«l  stttids  of  mrmii, 
some  balKcartridges,  &c« 

Early  in  the  sMgke  moiitli,  tha  AoMiriean  go- 
vern mant  threw  off  tbe  mask*  and  openly  cdlad 
to  itiii  aid,  upon  the  Niagara,  as  it  bad  before 
doiie  upon  the  north-western  frontier,  *'  the 
ruthless  ferocity  of  the  merdless  savages/^  *. 
^'  The  cliaractsristic  mildnfss  of  Ameiriotn  man- 
ners'^t  ^^^^  underwent  a  sur|>ri9ing  ebai^; 
for  which  every  one  of  our  three  editors  has  in<* 
▼ented^  w|iat  he  no  doubt  concei?es,  an  adequate 
apology.  Mr.  O'Conpor  declares  it  was  ^^  the 
invasion  of  New  York  by  the  British'' |  that  gave 
rise  to  the  measure ;  thus.tacitly  admitting,  that 
general  Hull's  invasiou  of  Upper  Canada,  for 
which  he  had  been  preparing  long  pievious  to 
the  declaration  of  war,  justified  our  etuployuiMi 
of  the  Indians.    Mr.  Thomson  says,  it  was  diMe 

•  #  *     *  *  s^ 

''  by  way  of  intimidating:  the  BritUh  and  la* 
dians,  and  of  pteventing  a  recurreppe  of  their 
barbarities :''  §  and  he  has  tskep  care  to  be  pro* 
Tided  with  a  flagrant  case  in  support  of  his  p<^- 
ti;On.  The  clergyman  is  of  option,  tlmt  ^ tbe 
Indian  modes  of  warfare  are  not  so  maob  tfaft 
objects  of  terior,  as  of  horror;  as|d  dffcjiares 
that  our  empjoymeiit  of  t|ie  iadiaas  '^  rend^foi 
it  expedient  for  the  Aine|ric^i|s  to  ini^rpova^  in 
their  armie^  the  sarn^  kind  of  forcp,  in  order  to 

•  See  p.  isa     f  Hist,  of  ifk  Ualted  States,  Vol.  HI.  p.  9S8. 
1  Htstof the  War^ms.      §  nMtdtei0ftlie Wsr,p.l53«  ^ 
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feotiatqract  the  bubitiial  stniifogetns  of  the  MtagM^ 
and  defeat  their  insidious  hostilitiegi" ^  But  this 
^*  ifoir  aad  candid  apology  for  the  jlrocrastihated 
alliance"  *  equally  existed  prerious  to  the  4th  of 
November,  1812 ;  at  which  time  '^  the  use  made 
by  the  enemy  of  the  merciless  savages  under  their 
influence  rendered  it  expedient"  for  Mr*  Madi-t 
son  to  declare,  that  he  '^  was  making  exertions 
to  dimtade  them  from  taking  either  iide  in  the 
war/'t  The  fact  is,  the  American  goverament 
would  have  employed  the  Indians  at  the  com* 
inducement  of  hostilities,  could  it  have  held  out 
to  them  any  reasonable  hopes  of  conquest  or 

•  •  •  r 

plunder,  sufficient  to  overbalance  that  ^^  deadly 
animosity  which  they  felt  towards  the  Ameri« 
cans/^  for  reasons  best  known  to  the  latter.  The 
capture  of  York,  and  the  possession  of  the  forts, 
George  and  Erie,  gave  an  air  of  reality  to  the 
boastings  of  the  American  generals ;  and  the 
^^  Six  Nations  of  Indians,"  described  as  ^^  the 
Mohawks,  Oneidas,  Onondagoes^  Senecas, 
Cayugas,  and  Tuscororas,^^  or  rather,  a  few 
stragglers  fnxm  some  of  these  nations,  were 
persuaded  to  declare  war  against  the  provinces 
of  Upper  and  Lower  Canada* 

In  justice  to  the  Indian  character,  we  are 
bound  to  mention  that,  when  our  wise  statesmen, 
at  the  peace  <rf  1783,  stipalatedy  by  treaty,  to 
aotrend^r  to  the  Americans  the  whole  of  the 

^  Hist  oftlie  United  Stetcs,  Y^^i.  III.  pt  Ud»   t  See  p.  18U. 
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IndipiitJcaiintKjt  silltlie  Mokmi^hk,  «Bd>aipiMrt  of 

t^.  Qtluer  ive  fitf|if4l%  alMuodoncd  tk^ir  pttbs*^ 

$iqn$;  aiid«.  faithful  to  that  alliUDce.  mnik  us 

which  tfa«y,b>»ve  ney^r  violat^d^  settled  in  UpfiAr 

Canada. 

> :  Mr.  O'CoAQor  hw  kindly^  &voi«d  as  widK  the 

following 

<<  DECLARATIOlt  OF  WAR, 
BY  THE  SIX  NATIONS  OF  INDIANS. 

"  We,  the  chiefs  and  councillors  of  the  Six 
Nations  of  Indians,  residing  in  the  State  of  New^ 
York,  do  hereby  proclaim  to  all  the  war-chiefs 
and  warriors  of  the  Six  Nations,  that  war  is  de- 
clared on  our  part,  against  the  provinces  of 
Upper  and  Lower-  Canada.  Therefore,  we  do 
hereby  command  and  advise  all  the  war-chiefs 
to  call  forth  immediately  the  warriors  under 
them,  and  put  them  in  motion,  to  protect  their 
rights  and  liberties,  which  our  brethren,  the 
Americans,  are  now  defending. 

«  TBY  the  GRAND  COUNCtLLORS." 


Those  who  are  acquainted  with  the  language 
Vsed  iif  an  Ibdiaa  taikj  oan  hasfe  no  diflleulty' 
in  guesing  at  the  authors  of  thifi^  impoHaiit  ttstto^ 
pstper,  signed.  ^^  by  the  g«eat  counciik^**  We 
could  wi^b  that  equal  publidity  hid  be«i  givM 
tp  '^  thef  ^citil  oaTeilant/^  by  whieli/  saj^ 
doctor  Sit^ith^  "^^  the  warriors*  of  the  Six  Nations 
bound  ^heittselvea  to  ajb^t^in  from  that  barbarity 


wifH  thuir.aitifMMl  hal^tei  wd  m  rl^yoitiog  to 

.Tii9  iib9TQ  dedai^atiQiR,  although  without  ft 
di|te,  ^^  i9«fied  imoiediatelj  after  the  iii¥a$ioa  ef 
the  sti^.  hy  thi  British  ;^^  and  tke  firrt  invntwa 
Qf  Jieyir  Ywh,  th«  state  m  questiOD^  occured,  a$ 
the  reader  kiiaw«„  oa .  the  3Sd  of  FebiruaTy •  * 

^MKP^lifliSt  hi^iFfFWf  .that  the.  fourth  actofin¥a« 
siaogt . co}/9P4l  Clark's,  ^fiair  a|t.  Schloaser^  gave 
ii)Mit<^Hif e  jise  to  the  dei^laratian ;  it  most  haVi 
i%Hied,oa  the  5th  of.  July ;  and,  therefore,  could 
w^t  haw  biQen  oce^^kmed  by  a  case  of  barbarity^ 
that,  accordtog  to.  the  relater,  took  place  three 
days  afterwards.  Having  rectified  this  mistahe 
9f ,  }Hv.  ThoQoisOD,  we  shall  non^  proceed  to 
iji^ye|tig4(^  his  detaite  of  the  affair  itself^  t  H«i 
stata^.  that  on  th0.  8th  of  July,  lieutenai^t 
J^dridgCs;  of  the  13th  regiine»t^  was  ordered  to 
the  siipport  of  the  American  outposts,  with  a 
small  dets^shment  of  39  men ;  and  that  hia 
impetoosily  ^'l€4  him^into  a  thick  wood,  where 
^SMpecior  force  of  the.  British  aiad  Indians  lajr 
in  ambush,  and  tfasut^  ^ter  an  obstinate  \»x% 
£rc(itless  strciggle»  his  party  were  entirely  de» 
fe^uted;  &re  only  out  of  the  whole  number  escafl- 
log.  Ail  the  prisoners^  including  the  wounded* 
Vi^ere  then  inhumnnly  murdered,  and  their  per- 
sons '  treated  in  so  barbarous  «  mauier  thf^t  tbo 

»  See  p.  l^. 


mioM  temperate  recital  of  the  ^Btieiny'e  emvltiet 
waj;    perbapf^,    soanieljr  obtain   belief*  '  Tlw 
same  enemy,''  proceeds  Mr.  Thomson,  ^*  wbo 
had  long  ago  imploded  the  mercy  of  the  Ameri* 
can  officer  to  be  extended  to  his  British  pri*> 
soners,  now  fell  upon  the  defenceless  c^^tif«s  of 
his  party,  and  scalped  their  heads  whilst  they 
irere  yet  alive,  split  open  their  scuHswiA  their 
tomahawks,  tore  their  hearts  oat  of  th^r  bodies^ 
and   stabbed  and^  Otherwise   mntilated  them^* 
lieutenant  Eldridge  was  sapfiosed  to  have  eX'^ 
perienced  the  same  treatment.     The  inhabitants 
of  the  neighbourhood  havinginfermed  the  garri-* 
son  that  he  had  been  led,  wounded,  into-  the 
woods,  between  two  Indians,  a  flag  was*  sent  out 
on  the  next  day^  to  ascertain  his  fate ;  which 
soon  after  returned  with  an  answer^ 'that  lien* 
tenant  Eldridge,  having  killed  one  of  the  Indian 
chieftains,  the  warrionsof  bis  tribe  had  retaliated 
this  supposed  act  of  treachery,  by  putting  "hint 
to^nstant  death.     But  this  reply  was  ascertained 
to  have  been  a  subterfuge  of  the  eneniy,  to  evade 
t^ie  necessity  of  accounting  for  a  prisoner  who* 

was  known  to  have  been  taken  alive."  *^ ' 

-  We  have  given  this  statement  at  Itogth,  ibr 
the  purpose  of  shewing  to  what  a  pitch  of  horrid 
falsehood  the  malignant  fiielings  of  an^American^ 
historian  can  lead  him.  The  reader  wilt  be  gra*'' 
tified  to  know,  that  not  a  British  individual  wa» 

*  Sketches- of  the  Wai^  p.  153,^ 
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^escrnt  when  t|tis  American  invading  part jr  wa$ 
surprised.      Eten   Mr.  O'Connor,  tiie  sealoUn 
X^r*  O^Connpr,  confirms  the  iaef*    ,He  explicitly 
st»tei^5  that  the;  lieutenant  '^  unexpectedly  .fennd 
bifi|8€flf  surrou)fided  in  the  wood  by  Indians^  who 
apened  a  deadly  fire  upon  his  jittlrcorps/'*   The 
wprd  ^'  British''  no  where  appeal^  in  the  aocoipt ; 
nor  evep  the  expression  ^'  the  en^myy''  .so.  airtt 
fdllys  inserted  in  Mr.  Thprnson's  statement.  We 
can  gather  from  the  *^  answer^'  returned,  %hn% 
tbe  American  lieutenant,  after  he  had  sutren*- 
.deredi  took  a^  opportunity  to  kill  ^^  one  of  the 
Indian  chieftains ;''  and^  for  that  '^  act  of  .t|«a« 
chery,"  was,  very  properly^   put  to  ^\  ins tapt 
death.'^    This  is  designated  in  Mr..  Th^non^s 
Index  to  a  work  purporting  to  give  ^^  $pk|9tches  of 
the  late  War  between  the   Undted  States  and 
Greaf  Britmn^^^-^-^^^  Massacre  fjf  lieuie^iii  El^'- 
ridg^4^     Doctor  Smith's  entijresilemse. upon  the 
imbjecty  satisfies  us  of  his  having  receivp4.  ^ifom 
some  of  his  friends^  the  most  satisfac|tory  assur- 
ances, that  the  British  did  not  in  any  shape  ps^«* 
cinate  in  Mr.  Thomson's  ^^  too  well  authefiti* 
cated'^  charge  against  them*     < 
•  The  real  case,  indeed,  w(as  this«     Some  niefli- 
cincrstpres,  of  whiph  the  British  were  in  imme<> 
diate  want,  having  been,  upon  their  retreat  from 
Fort^G^rgoe,  concealed  in  a  spot,  now  cipse  to 
an.  American  outpost,  the  Indian  chiejf,  Black 

♦  ftiitoftheW;«r,fe*i,pa^  .      .     ;.      ^ 

TOL.   I*  Q 
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Bird,  volunteerd^  inth  ISO  ivftrriors,  to  briii^ 
thrift  to  the  British  camp.  While  perferming 
this  important  iSrvice,  he  encountered,  ahdeap* 
tared,  lieutenant  Eldridg<e  and  bis  party.  -  No 
sooher  had  the  American  lieutenant  surrendered, 
than  he  drew  forth  a  concealed  pistol,  and  shot 
one  of  the  chiefs  through  the  head.  The  officer^s 
life  fell  a  sacrifice  to  his  treachery ;  nor,  can  we 
wonder,  if  few  of*  his  men  escaped  to  tell  the 
tale.  ^        '  ^ 

This  is  the  pi^oper  place  to  put  the  reader  in 
possession  of  a  feet,  that  will  ishow  how  the  Bri«* 
tish  officers  felt  and  acted,  in  reference  to  the 
cruel  manner  in  which  the  Indians  were  wont  to 

« 

tr0at  their  prisoners.  A  committee,  at  the  head 
of  whioh  was  major-general  Vincent,  sat  early  in 
1813^  to  devise  the  best  means  of  putting  ah  e^d 
to  such  barbarities ;  and  finally  resolved  to  pay 
to  the  Indians  10  dollars  for  every  American 
prisoner  they  brought  in  alive.  This  proceed- 
ing tvas  'afterwards  sanctioned  by  the  prince 
regent;  in  the  meanwhile/  the  British  officers 
generally  earned  about  them  a  supply  of 'dollars, 
to  enable  them  to  put  in  practice  so  laudable  a 
plan.-  Some  account  of  the  resolution  appeared 
in  a  'Boston  paper ;  but  none  of  the  numerous 
Americans^'  officers  as  well  as  privates,  wh%>se 
Hves  and  persons  were  saved  in  coiisequence, 
seem-  to  have  communicated  any  particulars  to 
the  furbishers  <^  their  exploits. 
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*<  Of  the  ioAtenoeof  ji  eultivat^d  pei^e/^ 

sajf  4octDr  Snaitb, "  wfawe  ttfawirAsuid  i^ligiom 

the  favafes  tetpect,  to  induixf^lbem  ti|^,iy^ignL 

theiv  inhumaA  tneat^mU  q£  tlteii?  f^rimmfs,  ma^ 

jor  Chapia  gavaan  iBstriietira  e^anifile,  imine<^ 

diatsLj  after  untting  hi»  foroe.witb  the  U^arrtum 

of  iba  Six  Nations.    A  corps,  oooipofiediof  Tokuat 

twr  tniiitia,  and  of  tlieed  ladiaiiSiiiad  <ionipletel]^ 

put  to  tbe  rout  a  partj  of  the  e^eiaj  in  tbe  vu 

ci^y  of  Fort-George.    In  a  c^xuncU  held  liefiin 

tbC'0onflict/(f6r  all  things  among  theili  must  be 

imne  by  common  consent,)  the.  Indians,  by.  Us 

ad^e,.  agreed  among  themsdShreSy  besidts  the 

obligation  cM^  their  gmieral  l^eaitf^  whi^;they 

fecogniMd,  th^t  noone  shookl  scalp  or  tomaf 

bawk  prisoner^,  or  employ  towarda  them  aaj 

speioee  of  ifcaTage  inbumanity.      Aeboidingly^ 

afti^rthe  battle,  sixteen  woiittdad  eajHaveis  .were 

cowmvtted  solely  to  their  manikgemeiitr  whe», 

governed  by  a  saer^d  regard  ito  thdb*  <MiTeiiaht^ 

and  the  benevolent  advice  of  their  ^hMModer, 

they  eaehibited:  as  grrat  magwwilriity  ^tonvasds 

Ibeir  fallen  enemy,  as .  they  bad  sho«pn  bmvery 

against  their  warring  foe  ia  battle«^^*    . 

What  cottM  have  possessed  i^is^  AiUmoan  edi* 
tory  wben  he,-^and  he  alonaba8,<«-rproidiirgatad 
this  faot?  ^,  16  Bridv^b  captives;  wntbtng 
ilnAer  tEo  angiikk  of  th&x  fet  bleeding.  w^mndA, 
wei»e,  by  the  ondeHfr  o£.  aii » Attiefieai}  otteer, 

«  History  of  tbe  United  Stffjkcs,  Vol.  III.  p.  ^39. 
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^>  cbimnitted  solely  to  the  mufciageihenV^  of  si 
pwty  of  hostile  Indians ;  to  determine,  by  wiiy  of 
experiment,  whether  those  >^  ruthless  savages/' 
that  '^  faithless  and  perfidious  race/'  would  listen 
to  the  ''admc^*  of  their  ciyilized  ''  brethren/' 
and  ^^  impose  any  restraints  upon  their  known 
habits  of  warfare;"  or,   whether  they  would 
scalp    and    otherwise   torture    their   10    ci^- 
tires  as  might  best  serve  to  glut  ^^  their  demo* 
niac  thirst  of  blood.'*    Even  could  the  forbear- 
ance <tf  the  Indians  have  been  religiously  relied 
m  by  the  American  officer,  what  right  had  he 
thus  to  sport  with  the  feelings  of  his  prisoners? 
-^Happily,  amidst  all  that  has  been  invented  by 
tlie  hirelings  of  the  American  government^  to 
rouse  the  passions  of  the  people,  and  gain  over 
on  their  lade  the  good  wishes  of  other  nations,  no^ 
British  officer  stands  chained  with  a  crime  half 
^90  heinous  as  that  recorded  to  have  been  oom*. 
mitted  by  the  American  migor  Chapin« 
f    Following  up  colonel  Clarke's  exploit,  liette* 
nant«colonel  Bisshopp,  taking  with  him,  early  on 
the  morning  of  the  11th  July,  20  of  the  royal 
artillery,  40  of  the  Sth,  or  king's,  100  of  the 
41st,  and  40  of  the  49^  regiments;  alsa about 
ilOof  the  Sd  and  3d  Lincoln  militia,^  amount?* 
ing,  in   tl|e  whole,  to  ^0  men,  crossed  the 
Niagara,  below  Kack Hock ;  and  moved  up  #ith 
great  rapidity  to:  the  attack  of  that  post«    T%vo 

'^        *  Ain^«  Net  41.  .     .    » 
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kimdred  American  militia  who  had  been  star 

tioned  there,  immediately  flied;  and  the  British 

took  possession  of  the  batteries,  upon  irhick 

eight    guns    were  mounted^     Four  of  these, 

.ti«^12,andtwo6-pounder8,  the  British  spiked; 

smd    they  brought   away   one    IS,   and    two 

d«pounders,   177  muskets,   some  ammunition* 

kegs,   round  and   case  diot,^   a  considerable 

quantity  of  army-clothing,  and  other  stores'; 

alsoabont  180  barrels  of  provisions,  and  seven 

large  batteaux  and  one  scow,  in  which  the  stoves 

and  provisions  were  contained.f    The  British 

likewise  burnt  a  large  schooner,  and  the  blocks 

£ouse  and  barracks  in  the  nalvy-yard,  as  well  as 

those  in  the  great  battery.^     '*  While  the  maill 

body,"  says   the  Buffaloe  Gazette  of  July   13^ 

^^  was  employed  in  thus  diiq>o$ing  of  the  pubKe 

property,  a  party  entered  many  houses  in  the 

village ;  .but^we  have  not  ascertained  that  they 

committed  any  outrages  on  private  property.'? 

None  of  the  American  historians  have  thought 

it  worth  their  while  to  record  this  fact. 

>  Unfortunately^  our  troops  were  allowed  to 
remain  on  shore  Fonder  Ihan  was  prudent.  A 
strong  reinforcement  of  American  regulars, 
militia,  and  Indians,  under  general  Porter, 
arrived ;  and -poured  a  destructive  fire  upon  the 
British,  as  thc^  were  Mtiring  to  their  boats.  Ik 
consequence  of  this,  we  lost  lA  men  killed^  lies* 

^  App.  ffo.  43.        f  Ibid.  Ns.  44.        i  Ibid,  No.  41, 
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tBtaaftt-ooldncl  B&shopp,  captain  Sailnders,  and 
Aliauten^tktnf  the  41st,  also  15  other  officers  and 
mcii,  wounded.    The  gallant  ]ieuteiiant<oo]6iiel 
Baftibopp  had  received  three  woonds;  and. died 
shortly  after  he  retorned  to  the  Caoada  side. 
He  Was  a  proimsing  joitng  officer ;  not  more 
than  37  years  of  age ;  and  of  a  most  amiable 
private  ofaaracter.    The  Amerioafi  loss  was  khre^ 
killed^  and  fite  wounded.    All  the  boats  got 
ciear  olT;   but  the  B'titiaii  wete  e*mpelled  to 
ieava  behind^  eight  of  their  killed^  and  about 
Ai  oi  thdr  wdunded^  includtog  captain  Saun-r 
ders.     ^'  Ddr  savage  friends/^  saya  the  Boffafoe 
editor^  ^^  expressed  a  desire  to  scalp  the  dead, 
biit  welie  pr^vented.*^    Here^  then,  it  required 
Sbtne  stronger  arguments  than  '^  the  influence 
of  a  cultivated   people/'  ^^  the   advice  of  aii 
Ainerican  officer/^  or  *^  the  obligation  of  their 
geii^rlil  treaty/'  to  restrain  the  Indians  from 

* 

coiamijtting  their  usual  barbarities.  DoiBter 
Stiiitk,  ihaving,  in  imitation  of  his  hfo£beF;fais^ 
torians,  oaiitted  tot  notice  this  fact,  hisis  bad  iia 
otecisioii  to  radk  his  brains,  lor  an  explanati^. 
*  The  iknm  American  ship  Cleueral  Pifco  betng 
oonlpletely  equip|)6d,  and  manned  with  a  fia4 
metoous  oreiw,  abont  190  <Wf  whom  bad  reoeiitly 
ai!tiv<d  from  the  Gonstitbtioti,  and  the  reiteinder 
fioom '  odrtr  ships  lying  ia  the  iibolic  pdrti^ 
eoii^bdbrei  Ci»tt]icay«  on  the  "SOih  of  ^^ufyj 
agiin  dpjpeared  of^  the  J^ke.      Jiis  .^eet  now 
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consisted  of  14  veisels,  of  the.  united  bur^enof 

S7j|l  totts ;  momitiilg»  sdtogetber  114  gpmi  im»4 

n&anned  with  11@3  seamenv.*    At  t\m  time,  Jijlr 

Junes  Yeo,  with  his  .fleet,  which  ws^J«af  oiit>» 

ffaii^   inferior  to  Chaimcey'syf  ,W.a3  ;!yi^;  if 

Kingston,  and  had  its  moyementi^  watched  Igr 

two  of  the  Aoderioan  schooners,  statifrped  9V 

Sadiett's  Harbor.    Comtnodore  CharuneiQy'^  firsl 

obj«ot  was  the  destruction  ^  a  depdt  ojf  Itorep 

and  proTisions  at  Burlington  Heights.    For  tha$ 

jparpose,  he  took  on  boa^d  at  Niagara  *^  ilbout  909 

v^^lars/'  X  undfr  lieatenatit-coloael  Si^tt^,  $(0r 

cording  to  sir  George  Pre vost,  ^^an  unexchanged 

priMner  of  war  oft  his  parole  ;'^§  and^  im  the 

lilcirniiig  of  the  30th,  landed  the  tro<^»t  i^^Hif 

^ith  a  partf  of  sailors  and  marinto.    «Bttt  ms^or 

Maule's  detachmenti  which  atnoujited  fo.np  teove 

tlian  150  rank  tind  .filci  was  voted  to  oonsi&t  of 

«^  £rdin  6  to  800  nsgiilars,  strongly  infreftihed^ 

and  defended  by  about  ^ight  pieces  of  <iaiitto$i  {% 

and  cbmmodorie  Chaunoecy  re^emtmvked  his  Jnen 

and  the  tro6ps,  as  sOOn  is  they  bad  .nidde  pri* 

Muers^of  some  of  the  unarmed  inhabitalit^^  of  the 

.nc^ibbonrhood. 

Gomau)dogre  Chauntey  was  kifdrmed  by  ttib 
frtiwaare^  that  the  wholler  of  the  regidws  sta* 
tioi^d  at  York  bad«  aiaee  the  preceding  evett- 

*  Jameses  NayaTO^rcurrieniSes^  p.  298.      f  Hid.  p  907.     ' 
tSketdie8ofl3toVritr^p.l5i;.  ^App.No.^^; 

.  9liift^oftWWar9p.llQ« 
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illg,  marcbed  to  reinforce  major  Mauk.  Ttfis 
intelUgeiiee^  coupled  mtl^  his  knowledge  tbafc 
the  York  militia  were  stil)  bound  by  the  parole 
which  had  been  exacted  of  them  by  himself  and 
g%]SJ(6ral  Dearborn,  aboat  three  months  previoos^^ 
determined  the  commodorie  to  pay  a  second  Tisit 
't&  York.  The  public  was  not  supposed  t# 
know  these  facts;  and,  considering  the  small 
number  of  troops  engaged  in  the  enterprise^  a 
successful  attack  upon  Che  '*  capital  of  UjipeF 
-Canada^^  would  read  well  in  the  newspapers,^and 
-gifte  addition$il  ecldi  t6  the  measui^es  of '  the 
gdtei*nnient.  > 

Accordingly,  about  four  o'clock  on  the  after*- 
jioob  of  the  81st,  the  two  diips.  Pike  and  Madir 
son,  and  the  brig  Oneida,  came  to  anchor  of* 
York;  while  the  nine  schooners,  with  the  troops 
Snider  colonel  Scott,  reinforced  by  the  marines 
jof  the  fleet,  stood  into  the  harbor,  and  disetn- 
barked  the  whole  at  the  garrison,  as  was  ex^ 
peeted^  -^  witliottt  opposition/'^  The  ^Anietir 
*ca9S  then  marched  boldly  into  the  towni;«.of 
whi<^>  it  being  atterly  defenceless  for  the  ireai> 
son  already  given,  they  took  quiet  possias^wn* 
They  opeiied  the  goal,,  liberated  the  prisoners^ 
-and^  among  -them,  three  soldiers  >co|ifiaBed..fer 
•#Bflony .  1  hey  then  proceeded '  Ui  <  ibe  t  hoqntal, 
and  paroUed  the  few  men  that  could  not  be 
renmved.    The  store^'bouses  of  some;  iahabitn 

•  Se^  p.  149.  i  iU$t  of  iJie  War^  p*  1  Uf 
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J,  called  ^  public  store-houses,***  irete  ii«t 

Entered  ^  and  ^^  several  hundred  barrels  of  flour 

and' provisions**  taken   therefrom.     About  11 

o'clock  on  the  same  eveniug,  the  Amerioans^ 

with  ther  booty,  returned  to  their  vessels.     On 

the  Best  morning,  Sunday,  they  again  landdd ; 

and  three  armed  boats  vrent  a  short  way^np  the 

Dcm  in  search  of  public  stores.    By  evening, 

Slaving  captured  or  destroyed  ^^  five  pieces  Of 

-cannon,  eleven  boats,  and  a  quantity  of  shot, 

shells,  and  other  stores,**f  the  American  troops 

and  itiatines  re^mbarked ;  and  the  fleet  made 

isail  for  Niagara. 

Breaking  parole  is  a  serious  charge  to  prefer 
against  a  national  officer;  one,  especially,  so 
high  in  rank  as  a  tieiitenant^colond.  All  lists 
of  prisoners,  made,  paroled,  or  exchanged,  must 
necessarily  be  transmitted  to  the  commander^ 
in«-chief ;  and  sir  George  had,  on  the  13th  of 
'November,  1913,  by  one  of  his  aides  de  camjp, 
^nlered  into  an  agreement  with  major-general 
^Dearborn,  relative  to  prisoners  of  war :  in  which 

agreement   it  ^  was  partienlaiiy    stipulated,*^ 

.  ..... 

*'  That  iprisoners  on  parole,  of  either  piarty, 
*slH>tfld  peribrm  no  military  service  wbatever.^^ 
'Ev^en  without  this  agreement,  every  oflleeT)  be^ 
;fore  he  receives'  his  parole,  engBg^  hh'  iionor, 

^ot  to  bear  arms  directly  or  inditecifyy  until 

e  ffi»t,  of  Ww«r,  p.  111.  t  IMA 

t  WjlUuba"^  Mm.  VoL  III;  p.  i97« 
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regularly,  exehai^ed.  The  following  is  a  copjr 
of  the  parole  signed  by  lieuteoant  George  .Reab» 
along  with  some  other  Aineriean  officers^  on.Ui^ 
19th  Of  Novenher,  1813. 

''  Quebec* 
^'  We  promise^  on  honor,  not  to  beer  areas^ 
directly  or  indirectly »  against  his  SrAtenoic 
m$jmtyi  or^  his  allies,  during  th^  present  war, 
until  w'e  are .  regularly  exchanged.  We,  like- 
wise^ engagOt  that  the  undermentipned  non^ 
ccHttmission^rs  and  privates^  soldiers  m  the  ser* 
Tiee  of  the  United  States,  yyha  av9  peroiitted  to 
accompany  us,  shall  conform  to  the  same  con-^ 
ditions/^* 

To  the  doughty  quarrel  between  Mr.  Presi- 
dent Madisoband  general  Jame«^  Wilkinson  of 
the  American  army,  we  are  indebted  for  some 
most  important  disclosures  relatiY^  ^o  paroled 
prispners.  .  The  gjeneral  yep*j  candidly  tells  us, 
tha^  lieutenant CitQsrgjd.Rea^  a w;it)iess  earanaiiwd 
on  the  partof  .th«  y^fo#sc(utk>n  at' t)ie  gjsiienl^s 
Goiirt<^0torlaal,  h^d.at  Troy  ii»  th^|Sts|(e.of  New 
Yorkj  in  FebruS|ry„  1914,  deposed  on  c^atb^ ''  That 
on  the  04th  of  D^ee^ber,  ]1813|  while  a  ppisopmr 
on  parole^,  be  veceived  from  coloii^  Lftped,.  an 
ordsr  to  repair  to  Greenbuabf:  in  .4ihe  flowing 
words: 

'^  I  am  directed  by  the  seoretary  of  jvar^  to 


chII  in  all  the  Americnn  (MriaoBtorB  of  war,  on 
parole,  9t  or  near  this  Ybioity,  td  thetr  {lost,  and 
that  the  officers  Jptdthem  ibr  ddilUBg^  &€.  Yon 
trill,,  therefom,  repair  io  tli6  cantrameiiti  at 
Oretobufih,  without  1ms  of  :tiaie.^ 

L^utcnkat  Reab  furlhl^r  dapoted^  tliat  ba  re* 
paired  to  Greenbash  in  pursilance  of  the  ordtor^ 
and  made  ho  objeetions  to  doing  dutj  t  that  oil 
general  Wilkinson's  arrival  at  Waterford,  in  tb^ 
ensuing  Jantiarj,  .liedtentot  Reab  called  upon 
him,  and  exlubited  the  order  received  fi^ol 
lieuteaant'-eolonel  Larned;  that  general  Wilkin* 
son  thought  the  order  very  improper,  and  after*^ 
^iradrds  ii^sued  the  following  order,  dated  Waters 
Ibfd,  January  16th,  1614: 

^^  A  military  officer  is  bound  to  obey  protnptly, 
attd  without  hesitation,  every  order  he  may-  re<^ 
eeive^  which  does  not  afiect^  his  honor ;  but  this 
precious  inberitance  4nu)^t  nevar  be  voJuAtarily 
f<arfcked,  nor  should  any  earthly  power  wrest  it 
from  yai.  It > follows  .Aat,  wb^n  an  offiieto*is 
made:  prisoner^  and.relteted  on  his  parole  of 
honors  not  to.  besMr  armjai  Againut  th^  ^ncsmy,  no 
professional  duties  can  be  imposed  on  him,  while 
he^continiies  in  that  condition  ;  and^  under  such 
circumstances,  every  military  man  will  justify 
him  for  disobedience/'* 

Such  are  the  principles  upon  which  Mr.  Madison 
conducted  the  late  war! — Lieutenant-colonel 
*  WOkinson's  Memoirs,  Vol,  III.  p.  93. 
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Scott,  although,  perhaps,  not  one  of  those  Ame- 
rican officers  who,  like  Uentenant  Reab,  ^*  mad^ 
no  objections  to  doing  duty/^  in  compliance 
with' the  shameful  order  of  his  government,  did 
eertainly  give  his  parole  9t  Queenstown,  and  yet 
subsequently  appeared,  in  arms,:both  at  Fort- 
GiDrge  and  at  York.  It  has,  by  British  officers, 
been  stated,  that  it  was  done  in  the  belief  that 
he  had  been  virtually  exchanged*  Colonel  (now 
major-general)  Scott  has  been  represented  as  a 
brave  officer.  To  merit  that  character,  he  musi 
be  an  honorable  man ;  and  would  not,  surely, 
have  again  unsheathed  his  sword,  had  he  not  felt 
himself  justified  in  doing  so.  We  take  pleasure 
in  mentioning,  that  lieutenant  Carr,  of  the  United 
StateK^^  army,  also  a  prisoner  at  Queenstown, 
''  declined  obeying  the  order  to  perform  duty,  oa 
the  ground,  that  it  was  contrary  to  his  parole."* 
— ^This  iberitoriovs  act  being,  as  it  would  appear^ 
an  excepted  case,  ei^ances  its  value;  and  it 
ought  to  operate  as  a  lesson  to  that  government, 
which  could  thus'  stab  the  reputation  of  its 
offieiirs,  to  faeiltate  the  means  of  conquest. 

♦  Wilkinson*!  Menu  Vol.  HI.  f.  92. 
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\D49crtpiion  ^  Lake.  Champlam»'-^6ro8s  error  in 

'  ike  hmmdary  fyie^^^arrison  at  hie  aux  Natx-^ 

.  .  WaM  of  a  naval  force--^Early  naval  prepdm* 

tians  of  the  Americans — Capture  of  two  Ameri^ 

tan  armefl  cuiters-^Ejrpeditiou  to  PtatMu^g^ 

Smantcn,  and  Champlain^toum-^ American  ca^ 

lumnief  refutedr^Appearahce  of  the  British  off 

.  -  JBurlingt&n-^  Commodore  Macdmough^^:  cdu*^ 

.  iiMs  behaviour-^Sudden  reduction  of  the  BriU^ 

..  naval  force  01%' this  lake-r^Immediate  adhanceof 

.the  American  flMiila — Cupture  cf  a  gitn^boat 

and  batteaw:  on  the  St:  Luwrence^Bival  fkeU 

..  on  Lake  Ontario — Sickness  of  th<^  British  ami 

American  troops  on  the  JSiagara-fromtierr^Ih* 

.momtration  upon  F^nrt^George — Contemplated 

'  expedition  against  Montreal — Preparations  for 

•    it-^Abtrm  of  the  garrison  ^t  Fort'-George-^ 

Americtm  settlers — Departufe  of  the  expedition 

« 

from  Fort-'George — Its  difficu^ies^  and  arriml 
at  the  point  of  rendexvous^^Contempor^ry  mwe^ 
ment  of  the  British  at  the  head  of  the  lake. 

IV EW  scenes  of  border-warfare  carry  u^to.Qne 
af  tbe  Narth^ American  lakes^  of  which  we  have 
hitherto  giv^n  uo  description.    •  I»ake  Chaiopliiip 
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divides  the  north-east  part  of  the  state  of  New 
York  irom  that  of  Vermont.  It  is  abont  80 
miles  in  length,  18  miles  in  its  broadest^  and 
little  more  than  one  mile  in  its  narrowest  part : 
its  mean  width  is  about  six  miles.  At  the  north- 
end  its  waters  are  disoharged  by  the  RiebKea,  a 
river  about  50  miles  long,  into  the  Sit.  Lawrence ; 
but  the  navigation  is  completely  obstructed  by 
shoals,  and  mpids. 

JLake  Champlain  belongs  to  tlie  United  States; 
the  line  of  demareation,  owing  to  the  ignorance 
or  poailahimity  of  the  British  eommissioneia em- 
ployed in  1783,  intersecting  tb^  Richlieu,  at  the 
distance  of  several  mil^  down  its  coursa  £n>m 
the  lake.  The  Canadians  are,  ther^ore,  not 
only  ^lint  out  from  the  lake,  but  from  all  water- 
communication  with  their  own  territory  border- 
ing on  Missisqui  Bay,  formed  by  ^  tongue  of 
land  to  the  eastward.  This  they  fully  expe- 
rienc^,  during  the  continuance  of  the  several 
embargoes  that  preceded  the  war;  when  the 
American  gun- boats,  stationed  at  the  loot  of  the 
lake,  prevented  the  rafts  of  timber  from  being 
floated  out  of  the  bay,  for  passage  down  the 
river.  And,  in  March,  1814,  the  Americans  had 
in  contemplation  to  establish,  on  Rouse^s-point, 
at  the  entrance  of  the  Richlieu,  a  heavy  battery ; 
that  woold'  have  commandecl  the  riVer,  and 
blockaded  the  flotilla  whi^h  we  then  thought  of 
oonsti'ucting  for  service  on  the  lake. 


GRBJkT  BRITillN   AND  AMBRICiV-  ^^^39 

Theogly  miliiarj  post  possessed  by  the  British 
in  the*  neighbourhood' o#  Lake  Champlam  is 
Isle  aoK  Noix,  a  afnall  island,  containiog  only  99 
acres,  sttaate  onr  the  Riehlieu;  distant  about 
lO  miles  from  the  boundary  line,  and  about  40» 

« 

agrossthe  eonMiy^  from  Montreal.  On  Isle  acix 

Naix  are  two  or  thtee  well-constructed  ferts; 

bCbidM  MTeral  block-houses  at  the    different 

assailable  points.    The  garrison^  in  the  summer 

0€  1413,  consisted  of  detachnttents  of  the  19tb 

and    lOWh    regiments,  recently    arrived  from 

Quebec,  and  a  small  party  of  royal  artiHery^ 

under  the  temporary  comntand  of  major  Taylor 

of  the  l^eoth.^  The  only  JBritish  armed  vessels  at 

this^ort  were  three  gisti-boats^  which  had  been 

bttik  at  Quebec,  by  the  orders  of  the  late  gover* 

nor;  sir  James  Craig,  and  transported  Overland 

to  St.  Joiin's,  a  town  on  the  Riehlieu,  about 

eight  miles  below  Isle  aux  Nbix,      * 

-The  Americans,  with  their  usual  foresight, 
h^,  soon  after  the  commencement  of  the  war, 
armed  and  equipped  somie  vessels  for  the  service 
of  Lake  Champlain.  On  the  morning  of  the 
1st  of  June,  two  sloops,  or  cutters,  manned  from 
the  American  ships  on  the  seaboard,  and  com- 
manded'by  lieutenant  Sidney  Smith,  formcfrly 
of  th^  Chesapeake  frigate^  entered  the  Riehlieu^ 
and  orosii^th^  line,  to  display  theuiselves  to 
th^  Jl^itish  at  hte  aux  Noix.    The  iugt^pib  the 

•*  App.  No*  4<L 
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beadflWftt.  veMel  wm  stMi  frond  ^e  gacri$dit^ 
inajpr  Taylor  ordered  under  weigh  the  .tbre^ 
gtin-boatS)  each  havic^  on  bojn^,  besideahef 
Canadiap  crew^  three  artiUery«-goiuiers.    Soon 
afterwards. the  second  Atneripaa  vessel  came  in 
sight;   and  the  gunrboats  .commenced  .firing* 
To  aid  them  in  an  attack  a^iwt  so  very  snpe- 
rior  a  force^  m^or  Tajlor  left  the  island  in  tWQ 
batteaoxand  two  row-boats^  apd  ordered  their 
cMws^   consisting  of  a  small    detachment   of 
troops^  to  land  on  each  side  of  the  river,  and 
fire  on  the  enem  j^  then  within  the  ran^  of  mus* 
ketry.    After  a  spirited  action  of  three  hours 
and  a  half,  in  which  we  bad  three  men  wounded  a 
one  severely  by  a  grape*shot,*  and  the  Ameri-* 
cans  one  man  killed,  and  ei^t  men  woundedj 
the-  two    United  States'  sloops,  Growler  and 
Eagle^  inanned  with  50  men  each,  all  of  whomi 
except  the  killed  man,  were  taken  prisoners^ 
and  armed,  between  tbem,  with  two  Columbiadt 
IS-pounders,     10    long   6-pounders,    and  .10 
ISrpound  carronades,  total  22  guns,(  fell  into 
the  hands  of  the  three  Canadian  gun-boats,  and 
their  assistants  on  shore. 

These  sloops  were  a  i^ost  valuable  acquisition 
to  us,  and  their  loss  occasioned  a  proportionate 
mortification  to  the. Americans.  .We  can,  there-. 
fore,    spare   fhe    latter    th^  consokition   they 

•  App.  N«»  4(^  -     +•  James'*  NiiYa!  Oconrrencei^  p.  5*.  ' 

J  .A^pw  No.  47. 


ctefiv«d^  frbitt  thb  bombastic  ac<^titits  gi^^n  of 
Vliteir  (mptttr^.  Obcj  editor  sajs,  it  ^d  eflTected 
by  a  detatehtnent  K^  th^  cfnetiiy,  and  ''  k  tiumb^f 
€>f  •  ^n-bc«ftte;'*  leaving  the  readef  to  ftx;  teither 
90,  orM^  abcording  to  the  temperature  t»f  his 
fiiitHotfsiA.  Ani^ther  editor  declareit,  that  ^<  {but 
btber  gan-boats^  bame  to  die . assistance  of  tb^- 
first;  bot,  like  a  zealous  naval  M^riter>  denies 
that  1^  military  contributed  anj  thing  to  the 
eapture ;  thus  t-**^  They,  (the  two  sloops,)  how- 
ever,  continued  an  incessant  and  heavy  fire; 
Und  kept  the  enemy  on  shor^  at  such  a  rtifspedtable 
Aisianee^  that  their  fire  had  no  effect.''^^^What 
defence  tbese  v^sds  vrere  capable^ Of  making 
nkay  be  gadii^red,  not  only  from  their  weight  of 
metial'lnd  number  of  men,  as  already  described, 
but  from  their  fomiidable  state  of  equipment, 
as  exhibited'  in  the-  ^*  Return  of  oi^dnance, 
ammunition,  and  ordnance  stores/'  subjoined 
to  major  Taylor's  letter. f  Ndther  of  these 
11-gun  sloops  carried  more  than  50  men,  nor 
exceeded  110  tons;  yet  each  of  thenl  had  on 
board  more  cutlasses,  and  more  axes  and 
boarding^pikes,  tfian  a  British  19-gun  brig,  of 
131  men,  and  385  tons. 

The  fortunate  possession  of  these  sloops, 
named,  at  first,  the  firoke  and  Shannon,  but 
subsequently  altered  to  the  Chubb  and  Finch,* 

^  Naval  Monument,,  p.  i56.  f  App.  No.  47. 

"J  JimeiH  Naral  Occurir.  p.  276.    - 
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f uggerte^  tfae  Uboa  of  seadmg  ^g^inst.th^  Afmh 
rican  porto  on  the  hcMrdei:^^  of  Lake  Cb»aiiil«ma 
combined  naval  and  miliftary  expeditiMi*  No 
seamen  Jt^eipg  at  this  time  at  Idle  au&.:Noi¥, 
and  none  to  be  spared  from  Lake  Ontario,  the 
commander  of  H.  M.  brig  Wiasp,  then  Ijiagat 
Qaebec^  gallantly  volunteered,  with  himself  and 
crew^  to  man  the  two  sloops  and  g^itt^boats,  and 
try  to  provoke  commodore  Maedoinough^  at  the 
head  of  his  very  superior  naval  #i>ree,  to  a 
struggle  for  the  ascendancy  on  tiiie  lake.  » 

For  the  purpose  of  carrying  into,  effect  the 
intfended  operations  aloog  the  shores,  al>PHt  IQQO 
officers,  and  men,  of  the  l^th  and..  lOpth  regi-i 
VA^ptSy  un^ir  the  e<>mmand  of  l^uj^enanttcolo^ 
nel.  Murray^  iaspectiag..field*fOffioer ^  of .  milkiaf 
enibarked  at.kle  aux  Noix  oo<l^ei39tb.Qf  July, 
in, the  Broke,  Shannon,  three ^gun^boAtd,  and: 
ftbput  40  batteaux  provided  ifor  the  purpose*. 
The  flotilla  arrived^  on  the  next  day,  at  the 
American  town  of  Piattsbor^ ;  where  the  troopf 
landed^  and,  after  frightening  away,  by  thein 
looks,  about  400  militia,  proceeded  to  fulfil  the 
object  of  their  mission^  They  burnt. the  sutate- 
arsenal.  Pike's  encampment^  several  block** 
hous^,  the'  extensive  barracks  at.  Saranac, 
(three  miles,  ofF^ )  capable  of .  containing  4009 
troops,  and  every  building  belonging  to  thQ 
United  States  between  the  latter  place  |ind 
Plattsburg.     After  performing  this  laborious 


tasHi^;  tb$  :tro«ps  ^ret-embarHed.;:  cfrrjing  away 
ivitb  tbeip  a  q^ua^tity  pC  naval  stpr^,  ^hpt^  an^ 
equipqi^ntsior  ^jarg^  number  of  batteau^  .  An 
Al^tky  (United  States);  i^^riter  states  the  wnlne  xrf 
tibe  public  buildijQgs;  des^c^^ed  at  Pjiatt^biirg  a^ 
33,900.  4oUajr$.;  A;  .party  of  the  ^^litish,  ir^xt 
proe^edecL  to  S wanton,  Yerfaont,  i^ftr  ^be  ^hf ad 
c^i  Missisqui.Bay ;  tberc^tbey  dfl^^  d^stjrQje^^  |iif 
hai:raeks  ajnd  publjp .  stoi^es^:  as  *welL  as  several 
b^tjteaux  lyingrat  the:whaTf;  and  tb^n  re^-e^x 
barked.    .  ..  -r ^  .    •.?.     -    .  r.     .-,,;' 

£re  we. ac^mp^ny  the.  expedition  to  itsTi^t: 
point  of  la^ndiug,  it  behoyes^  ^s  to  get  rid  of 
tbose  calumnies  which  tb<9  A^ierican  editpnsr 
baye.  heaped  upon  the  /Brit^  !tp:oopa  fqr  jtbeif 
allj^edi  ill^cpn4uct  a)t  :;Plattsburgf. ..  *  Mr.  TlfP^^ 
soQi^co0t)entsr  .hims^}f  with  the  gf  nt^ral  cbarg% 
as  appticuble  ta.  all  the  ^ visited  4oWq$^  ;of-  owr 
"  ooitimitting  every.,  species ;  *of,>  depredatioti 
upon  thfe ;  property  of  the  inhabitants.^'.*  Mr, 
O'Cannof,^  ewarcof  bis  fart9><]s.  far  vpftff^ 
explicit;  He  says :  '^Tbe  destruction  of  privjajtQ 
property- Id  as  not  limited  p9  ^ucj^  as  they  oaul(d. 
eat,  drink,  and  carry  away,  but*  furnituirfu 
which  coukl  o^t  b6x»f,anyiuset0the  ploQjd^rers, 
was,  wat^'touly  d^^s^troyed;*— tables,  bureaus, 
cl^*ks,  desks,  eupbP^i'ds>  and .  crof?ke^y,  »Wj?t«i, 

cu,t^a|4<brQk€in<tO|>ie<^s,<a^d  tlwowp^boplJtbft 
houses :  books  apd  writings  wpre.  torn  to  pi<?ces, 
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and  scattered  about  the  streets.^^  This  indaS" 
trious  gentleman  next  charges  us  with  excesses, 
^  enormous,  cruel,  and  wanton,  in  a  high  de« 
gree  :^^*  rape  and  ravishment  follow ;  and  then 
we  are  dismissed  with  the  honorable  epithets  of 
**  faithless  ruffians,  unprincipled  iniraders/* 
'  Of  all  the  editors  of  **  prints  known  to  be 
friendly  to  the  war,*^  Mr.  0*Connor,  assuredly, 
deserves  to  be  the  best  rewarded  by  the  Ameri- 
can government.  If  he  is  not  already  provided 
for^  we  do  most  strongly  recommend  him  to  the 
president's  notice.  But  for  an  accidental  glance 
at  an  American  newspaper,  as  we  suppose^  not 
•*  friendly  to  the  war/'  we  should  have  been 
puzzled  to  produce  any  ansWer  to  so  serious 
a  charge,  beyond,  founded  on  the  positive 
assertions  of  the  officer^  employed,  •  the  nioi^t 
unqualified  negation.  Of  two  writers  from 
Burlington,  distant  24  miles  only  from  Platts- 
burg,  one  says:  "  We  have  not  heard  of  any 
private  property  being  destroyed,  and  our  ac^ 
counts  are  to  a  late  hour  last  night  ;'^!t:  the  other 
aays:  "  They  have  done  no  injury  to  private 
property /'t 

On  the  3d  of  August  a  detachment  of  the 
100th  regiment,  under  the  command  6f  captain 
Elliot,  landed  at  Champlain^town,  where  the 
British  destroyed  two   block-houses,  ••  and    the 

^  Historj  of  the  War.  p.  134.         -f  See  p.  162. 
%  Boston' Beiper,  AiEig.  6, 181$. 
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eommissavy's  stores.  This  was  done 
opposiCioii,  as  no  troops  were  in  tlie  Tillage,  andf 
the  inhabitants  remained  quiet.  On  the  day: 
prerious  captain  Ererard,  with  Wsownsioop,  thci 
Broke,  the  'Shannon,  captain  Pring,  and  one[ 
g^tm-boat,*  bad  proceeded  off  Burlington,  aik 
American  post-town  to  the  southward  of  %h^ 
lake,  "distant  24  miles  Iron  Plattsburg.  Mri 
O'Connor  says,  the  British  fired  into  the  town* 
fer  some  ttme^  biit  that  no  enkudderable  damager 
was  doneralsO)  that  they,  on  the  same  even-^ 
ing,  proceeded  to  Shelburne,  lour,  ov  five  mile& 
south  of  Burlington,  where  they  burnt  a  sloop,^ 
having  on  tioard  about  400  barrels  of  float *> 
Alter  admitting  that  ^*  the  United  States'  troops 
at  Burlington,  nnder  command  of  mi^or<>: 
general  -Hampton,  consisted  of  about.  4000 
mett^'^f  Mr.  O'Connor  gravely  tells  us,  that  the 
generallB  ^^  limited^  <force  did  not  justify^  his  :de«) 
taching  any  part  of  bis  troops;^  and,  as  if  to; 
hit  the  poor,  general  still  harder,  adds,  ^^thei 
maraiidiiig  enemy  wisely  retired,  before  reiii^* 
Ibwements  ^ouldhave  arriyed.^' I 

By  way  of  apologizing ^r  British  vessels  being, 
flowed  tkns  to  traverse,,  in  active  hostility,  a; 
lake  belonging  wholly  to  the  United  States,  Mr, 
O'Connor  si^s :  ^/Commodore  Macdonough  had 
not  a  soiBcient  number  of  iseamen  toyman  hia. 

•  App.  No.  49.  f  Hbtory  of  the  War,  p.  135; 
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nhopB^  and  4^oiild  be  kighly  xepreh^Baible.  had 
he.  b(een  defeated  in  an  attempt  to.  ree0i<6r  the 
aecenditfioy.^'  *    That  ioMsmodore  Mcdonough 
hdd, ' .:howev«i\  oo. '' scareity  of?  settmeii.  to .  coin* 
plain;  of^   may  be,  infjpned   from'  th^, previous 
stateoieiit&httlli^  subjebt  in  the  iioleficf^n.ne^^s* 
piipera;  .ibe/etfiy  transit  from  Neiv  YorH  toJQw> 
lirigton,  where  ttte^coniniodare'B'vtasels  iay;f 
and,  aboToaU^  from  the  fact  #f  hi^ha^iogjsent,- 
to  cruite  ^A  the  lakes  when  'heih4id.no  isnemjr  to 
fear,  ^twio  of  his  >fk>ttlla  iso  |))eiirtifiilly^    if  qot 
laiiishly,   sapplied  with   V  Maaten^.^^     Captain 
Eyerird)  on  the  fdrenooa-  of  tb^  adj  ;appeaBed 
close: off  commodore  Macdoitoiigh^s ;  position, 
and  ob^rvred  two.slbops,   aimil^v  in  edae  and 
foree  to  these  he  had  with*  him,  ^*  neady  lor  ^ea,^' 
and  anlother,  sombwiiat   larger,   taking  ^inber 
gixns;  ako  two  gun-boat&  iying'iinder  the' pro* 
tection'  of  lO  'guns,  mou  n  ted  oh  a  .batik  100  feet 
high;  twQ  .scows  mounting  onegjun  '^a^bi   as 
floiuting  bfftterieSy  and  severnl  field-pieees  oti  the 
shore.    Witho ut  the  sloop  that  was^  ^^|ifjii^r> 
the  commodore  had  one  giHi<-b<>^i:  and  t^m^momi^ 
mixieihin  hts  diie^armed.adirer8airyf;}4ii9ii04  after 
approeicbing  as  -  near  to  the^batteries  as!  wha  salfti 

i'f  feo^Ungttm'ib  150  milto 'from- Alba(i)r;:iliMiee;^vdo«ii  tU»* 

hours). t|>  New  York.,     _^  .  ;     ,  j    .  v    ,     ; 

j:  Captain  ETerard  bad  lost  an  arm,  and  is  since  dead. 


sto9id-43iit;  9bd,  mot  doEubiang  ke  sho^dpri^rpke 
tbeAineriicaii  ^om^Bodore  to  .get  ondeviVeigb, 
captured !  and  destroyed  four  Ameiioan^  Yessek 
uodeor  lib  y^ry  nose.  . Vaia .  were  those  gidlank 
e^orts.  '  Too  mucli  .visk  would  atteud  an^n- 
cponter ;  and:  Amende  oaotion  was  not  to  bd 
entrapped.  .  .       > 

Aka  a  ditigent  steai^k  £or  some  better  excqse 
for  commodore  Macdonotigh's  forbearance^  than 
waa  i  f uirniAked  by  Mr.  O'Connor^  we  find .  one, 
aoasiatiag^  ^f-  iAnac  words  only,  copied  into  all 
the:AmiericaJi'lustories  df.the^latewar  that  bare 
pafcsesl  thrfttigh  ounharida.  These  throe  magical 
wobdsaire*-^^':  sloops  q£  war  ;'^^  bj  which  ^e  aie 
to  ImderirtaMdf  that  the  two  late  Amafican  skiops^ 
or  cottars^  1^  ^^igla  ami  Orowler^^'^f  did^  |n  sr 
few  daips  after  they  got  into  our  possessiiotiy 
beoome'inetfiimovpbosediinto  t^e'sizes.&rae^'  and 
appeataace  of  ^^  twa  larg^: sloops  of  war  i^p'wBtd 
«omaMdofa' Maddohottghi  actually  finds  it  CQU^ 
vaalnrt^tatia  siibseqiieft  day;  to  confess. himself 
llieMfiatimof  the  satnid)dellision;§      ^     .' 

iFoiled  ill'  bis  faopes,  and'  not  ifilHog^  to  retnain 
wkerei  bisMrvibes  •  waoid  langnilsh'  lar  want  of  a 
ebti^fetiJ^ff^  oaptfnn.fiv6raTd  returned,  with*  bis 
eilBSF,'4;o.QMbep ;  j^avkigv  in  charge  of 'the 


♦  Sketches  of  the  War,  p.  1 65  5  and  Hist,  of  the  War^  jp,  1 33, 
+  riisi.  of  theWar;  p.  13*.  ''  /,  ""    '  ^    ' 

X  'Vfirl'Hifit:  of  the  UiiitW  States^  Vbl!  I;  p.^3i.  V  *'  ll 
§  James's  Nst.  Ocenr^  p^  4^  .   , 
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lai^  tloof^  of  w«r"  and  tUtde  gun«boate  at  ble 
a«x;  Noix,  captain  Pring  and  about  18  seaoien. 
Judging,  of  wkat  a  small  British  naral  force  at 
thia  station  might  haye  dona,  from  what  it  did 
do,  who  can  refrain  from  wishing  that  the  Wa^ 
brig  had  been  broken  ofi  .at  iQuebec ;.  or  any 
other  means  devised,  so  as  to  have  retained 
c^tain  :£verard  and-  his  gallant  sUp's  eompany 
npott  Lake  .Champlain  ? 

'  Scarcely  >h^d  commodore  MacdMmiigh  *been 
i^prized  of  the  .final  depairtiMe  of. his  tronble-f 
aome  risitor,  than,  with  his  vessela  all.  of  a 
tfadden  fully  manned,  he  sallied  forib  froias' his 
stoong-  position,  and  swaggered  lieross  the  laifie* 
)lad  thk important  event  beeaoontHMsnicnted  to 
the  public  in  a  blustering;  newspaper-pavagraphv 
90  one,  i»acept  an  American,  would  have  given 
it  a  qeoond  thou^t.  Bilti  abave.aU .thsnyii.who 
tonld  expect .  it  would\  :haive  :  been '  aiHide . « tlpe 
subject  of  an  official  JetterPt  For  the  honor. of 
the.ctoth^  wet  will  jnp^rasf^  that  cnmmndft 
Macdpnough  v^aaiOrdeitdd^  :by  tUe  wardepnAi 
nientfito  dreeH.up  aetdry,:^  tbatshmild  calm  the 
fyu»  of  .theiiababitanti^  aionnd  the  lake,  as  'hisH 
aal  etoUe.  maji^rygetteral . Hampton^  to  liAep. Jos 
soMiersi  witbip  their  ininks^  ^tqmraAory  JtaAhe 
ffreat  expedition  on  foot*  We  observe  the  ivord 
^^  advantage,'^  as  addres$ipd  to  captain  Prp^'s 
mighty  ^rc«  at  I^le  siiix  Nqix.    Wl^n  the, r^er 

f  ^ppeadto,*  Ho.  >0*  •     '  •    .^ 
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knows  thsty  thvee  weeks  previinss  to  the  dbta  <tf 
this  most  important  official  dooandsnt,  oominai* 
dore  Macdonough  had  under  bis  mmitiand  imit 
skMipsy  suefa  as  he  woold  eall  **  slobpaof  war/'  two 
gun^boats,  and  six  scows,  mauntin^  altogvthef 
**  40  guns/'*  he  will  have  no  difllculty  in  deoiding 
whieh  part  J  hadan^^  advantage'*  to  boast  of.  <^ 
Qaittingy  for  hosier  scenes  in  the  west,  i  the 
waters  of  Lake  Champlain,  oor  course; ^lipllii^ 
St.  Lawrance  is  arrentied  by  a  little  atfair^&f 
which  the  most  cursory  notice  would  hAvB 
sufficed,  had  not  the  Aoierican  editors,  in  cokh4 
pliment  to  their  home-readits,  conferred  upoH 
it  a  few  eittbellishmeiits  of  their. own«  On  "the 
l5th  or  16th  of  ^oly ,  two  boats  from  comnmctpre 
Channcey's  fleet  at  Sack^tV  Hacbor;^  leaob 
arnsed  with  a  l&pomider^t  ^nd  msumed'Wilb 
AO  sailors,  besides  30  soldiers  fWnished  i^  th^ 
beoaskin  by  general  Lewis,  were;  sent  ta> cruize 
i««  tbs!  St«  Lawreace»  :  Oa  >tii6  fotto wing  day 
the);isiioceedM'taQap*driBg:a3Ar)liiih  gwi-^faoat 
of'iiie4ee<»d  daw ;  carijf  iitg^  :fay  aneiAant^otm 
aeeopaty  ^^a  ^<poltad2CCkrf0Bhfle,'^^lhd  Ay^iitie^ 
^^<a^1l4ip6uiideiv'f  akm^  with  hep  oaii«oy^'£ibsei» 
kirtrieauxv  iladeq  wdJ^'iiSO  Mrrcte  ofsporit^  aob 
lnq|S  of  fxilot^  breads  andf  •Moid  aniaiiHlstioii ;  j^nd 
boflMi€l<£rom.  Montreal^ |o<*Kiiigirte9it< /  The:  pri4 
ssiaess  tiiite4  cGbmhtiag  ichieiy  ibf  Caknad^fi 
Ixoatnetiv  are  statied  to  haM  am^amtedl  to'df  ;t  ^  >I 

P  Ns¥.  Hht  of^lle  fj/k  TMi'l;  p^  U^J*  t  l^sf;  Mos^  p.  ito; 
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•  As  loot!  at  inteUigettde  of  tlwRl^viMt  reached 
Kingston, .  thme.  i  g«ai«^boats,  .ooonManded  by 
UenteDftnt  <  fiMtt, '  R.  N«'  iyith .  a  detodunent  of 
the  '  100th  Mgua^nU  «iider  calptaiki  MaKfciii, 
pnteeedfid  to  ioterc^.  the  Attiencan.  pairty, 
togeiber  iivith.  fhe  captured  gun-boat  and 
batteaux«  Lieutenant  Soott^  having'ascertained 
thatthej  had  gone  into  Goose.  Creek,  on  the 
American  side  of  the  riTer,  pushed  for  dbat 
place  <;  bot  the  evening  being  tw  lar  advanced, 
k  became  inecessar}?  to  defer  the  intendnd  aittack 
till  tfaCi  next  nmrning.  /During,  the  night  the 
Bri^h  were  reinibrced  by  another 'gun-boat, 
aiid  a  detachment  of  tbe.41at  r^uent  under 
major .  F««ad.  This .  officer  imIm?  assumed  the 
ocmunaud!;  and,  .at.  three,  o'olodfc,  .-'praceedsd 
up  the  Cfcek,.  in  the  hopeo£.*gaiaing  theeneipfi's 
position,  by  da.wn  of  day*  But  .it  wos  soon 
disooTored^.  that,  the  Americans  had  rauMwd 
higher  up  the  creeks  wiiece  the  ehahuel  became 
so  aarvow  that  !the;g;Hn-boat»couU»tiot  use.  tlieir 
•orsr  noi?  tucD  mi  as^to  bring,  theiv  ^uns .  to  l»ar 
vpott .the  banks.  ISieir  fiirfchep.progresa  iqp  the 
eneik^wafiDobstrnc&d'by  lasf|^  trees  -  felled  acsoss 
the.  stJDtam*  In  thi  ftttem||fe;tQ  remore  tfasss 
impediments^ i  the  Bntidb.wcte  fired'  upoti|£mil 
the:  twO'  Ameviean.  sloops^  andftomiagua-.us  li 
log^foct^  which  A»  ienemsr.  had  erectiii:  oa  the 
left  .b&uk;  isimettias  from  aibketry  fir^d^iaat  of 
9  tiufk.iTQQda  on  th^  spmQ  j9df  p^.thrcr^k; 
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A  detachment  of  troops  had  ^bMixiladiid^d  oft 

the'ti§iutdimiik;  wbeMte  ifl  was  fouhd  iinpraoti- 

«abM  taresUbrthe^tMOiy'spoflkiofi.!  These  tioop» 

ivani^ately-  returwod^    and  r«nbarked'la  the 

ateKirimoibt  ^boatii,  to  erass  over  t<>  the  left  ^  bank; 

iMit^'from  the.  stvampy  natiire^of  "the  soil^  no  fit 

pkice-feff: landing  eoiild  be< found;     The  leading 

boat  being  Exposed  to  a  lieavj  and  galling- fire; 

arid  haYii^  so-manyof  her  crelv  wc^aiobded,  a»  to 

elibckibeifimof  bet  gun^  the  only*  one  that -could 

be  beongM  ^l>^&r  an  ;tb6  eneiuf^ike  teoojMvledr 

hy  lientenEaiitf  Fai^cotts  Jeaped  intot  the  wstor  $ 

and^  candying. their  arois  and'anununitiqn  o^irer 

theik  heads,  sucotededan* gaining,  the  lilnd.   Here 

liieiyi  drofire  the  AmerioaMirandfCoaipelled  theitiy 

with  preifipitation^  toseek  shelter  within  a  log 

dht#enchment ;  but  tbeir  i  eneredsing;  nnmbers^r 

tfae  Mitueal  8trangtfa;of  f their- pteitiMii  add  the. 

inopradicabiluby  i^f*  hmy  {eDtopeffat^ttiby4iie;gta^ 

boats,  induced' majorc£itaicLtto  order  the  ro^enat- 

bitrhatieairof  the  ttreb{isl    Xhe  Bri^iah'  ]eel»  one 

gunnev^  and  thiiea;a6ldier8ro^tthe 41et| .kilfed i 

a  .midriapman,  laiisbkUersiy  afaid*  i&Htr  eeamta^ 

woonflted' ;  together  vt/dth  leuptain  iMalnftj  leae.iefi 

sHT'GeovgeiPibvQiit^saides  di^  eMHfHi«ha  Ulad  jwtt 

atitwdi  Irvtti'  headtipiaMeii:  to  piradase  ^tnietti^ 

gence  of  the  expedition.     The  American  loss 

is    no  yfk»m  j^vtipn^i    vo%   eY]«pi    bj  Mr. 
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O^Cosair ;  whp  bas  tb«  eftimitry,  kowever ,  to 
declare,  that  the  British  lois,  in  ^^  killed  akoe, 
was  fmm  40  to  60/' 

Parsuing  thethfeadof  our  militarjr  JMmtive, 
we  again  arrive  at  tbe«woatgrii  end  of  Liko 
Ontavio.'    Since  our  deparlare  thence»  earij  im 
JvUfj  the  naval  opemtione  on  this  lake  have 
assamed a  more  imposing  as{ieet ;  and,  allfaongk 
we  can  refer  to  nothing  deciip^,  eomaodore 
Chanincey's.  /twm^  *^  viotories/^  and  sir  James 
Yeo's  jvm#ii|f^ '^^  defeats/'  (sonmply  detailed  in 
oiir  naval  volume,  ^)  cannot  fiiil  *to  intesrest  the 
noviee    in*  American  history.      Major«geoemi 
Wilkinson,  in  a  letier  to  the  American  seoretarj 
of  war,  written  about  this  thne^ :  beetown  >upon. 
the  British  naval  commander  an  epithet,  than. 
whiofa,^eveni  in  the  opinion  of  wetUinfi^med- 
Amerioans,  none  can  be  Iband  more  appn^riate 
to  himself  and  his  friend  the  <^mmodore.  >^  If/^ 
tmyu  4he  general,  ^^eir  James  Yeo^conses  <Hit,  I 
shfdlhaive  <be  pleasure  to  seeChannoey  give  t|w 
vapouring'  dog  a  sound  df  ubbi  ng/'  t     - 

Stnieaelhe  }atter'etid  of  Jpdj.  nnyor^^geoctnl  De 
R6tteiibu#g'had  removed'his  army  sttU'Qeaier.to 
Forfc^^l^rge  ;^  aind  now  beU'  his  head-i]^iiarters  lat . 
tl»e'<riilage.ol  St.  David^  aboot  se^^i  miles  difi« 
tant,' -His.  advaneo  posts  occupied  a  position 
not  fiior  mdesifom  the  Am^can.entneiiichaMnt. 

'     ^    •     *   '4'  JTatnes^fi'Naf/Occurn  p.  297. '        * 


1BEMT  BRITAIN   AND   AltBaiCA.*     '       SAS 

9^l>attt  1)118  time  tbal  deMHttttin^  mal^y,  ^^im 
fctTMond  agney  sih^wed  itsislf  in  the  British  eampi 
vjirtieve  the;  nombfr  of  tr€>epB,  altogether,  was  fcr 
tooittWiiiiienAK  to  Admit  of  any^  the  slightest 
fie4tt^ti<ni«  ^  in  toiM  meMiire  ta  coiinterbalan^ 
tlita,  the  presimity  of  the  Americans, to  tl^  riyer^ 
tlieir  crowded  state^  and  constant  feurs  of  attacJc^ 
»ntijeeted  themf  abo,  to  the  i%^mff»  of  sickjaesit.' 
According  toaOk^offiQial  return  of  rbgular  trodipa 
art  Fort^George  ^iidNiagpara,  towards  th^  end  of 
July,  the  aggregate  nambei'  attached  to  the  sta^ 
tioti  was  between  G^and  7000.  Of  these:  ahoilt 
11,00  were  sick,  and  ahout  1600  bb^ent,  i^ber 
on  furlough  or  detached  service^ ;  leavings  fit 
for  duty,  ''  8835  men/'  Admit  abdat  300  of 
these  to  hav^,  been  statioiied  a<  thef  oj>posite!lfNrt 
o^  Ningara;  m»A  there  were,  under  Biaj(lr»geile- 
ral  B<»yd's  ciommaBd,;at  Forjt-Georg^e,  and  th<& 
enti^enched  c^mp  ^atfifide,  :fe)l  3900  efl^tiye 
regular  troops ;  while  we  had,  threatening  them 
(^  all  sides,  fewer  than  2.100  rank  and  file; 
ipicluding  a  numerous  Ust  of  sick. 

During  the  month  of  August,  a  £bw  immnterial 
afiairsof  piquets  ocetirred,  in  which  both  sides 
sastoined  si^tte'sl^ht  losses ;  and.  wberein,  also, 
aoeordiiig  to  Mr.  .Thomson,  '^  th^.  ^Siamcter  of 
the  Ajpic^ican' arms  was  not  in  the»  lea^t  dimi* 
nislied.?'*  Abo<ittlis:aOthinr  George  Pre^oj^t. 
arrived  at  tho;  British  cfnofrmpmmt ;  *  aad  deters. 


ft54      MILtTilkttY  OCCURRBMCfii  BBtW^ftlT 

mined  to  try  the  ^effbet  of  ft  demonistnitioii  a{K>B 
Fo.rt-Creorge.    Accordingly » «t  day-break^  on  the 
24th,  a  sudden  attack  was  made  kff  the  British 
advanced  troopF^  upon  alt  the  plqnets  stationed 
to  ffoni  of  the  AmerieM^  entn^n^bments'.     Alter 
a^martfirc^,  tbe  Atnericani^,  ^eeptaboni  50^or 
6^,  got  safe  back  to  their  wotks;  carrying  with 
them  a  captain  of  the  49th' and  10  privates^  whose 
ardor  had  led  them  too  far  in  advance.  -  - 
'   Mr.  Thomson  tells  us,  that  the  British  forces 
gained  possession  of  the  town  of  Newark,  and 
skirled  the  woods  opposite  Fort^-Oeorge,  within 
gun-shot  >of  the  American  camp ;  also  that  bri^- 
gadier-gen^ral  Williams^  who  had  a  few  days 
before  arrived  at  that  post^  advanced  li^om  the 
works  with  hi4  brigade ;   but,  after  a  trifling 
sktrmisih  was  ordered  back  by  general  Boyd,  and 
the  troops  were  directed^  to  act  only  on  the  de« 
feiisive.     <«  The»feritish,>^  proceeds*  Mr*  Thorn- 
soft,  *'  M6n  after  reii*»eid  t6  therr  diftrenohments; 
theii  abbut  two  mil4s  distant!    The -capture  of 
captain  Fitzgerald  and  his  tnen,  #sis  the  only 
loss  which'  the  enemy-  is  known  to  have  sus- 
tained.^ *  ■  »On  the  contrary,  general«fioyd  fouiid 
out,  'th)at  we  left  *^  about  ll(- idead '  on  the  difl^ 
rent  grounds  ;*'  and,  far  from^adnritting  a  defent, 
or  noticing  our  re-possessi6>n  of  Newdfrk,  pomp-^ 
ouBly  conclvdes  his  despMch :  **  His  Ibrce  is  with^ 
drawn,  out  of^our  r^oh ,  into  his  istrong  hold6;^  - 

*  S]|^eldio»  eHhe  War;  p.  106. 
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tiwA  ^t  SoQkatt\»  Httrber^  to  tdkatke  ootnmand 
0|/tb«rtm0{Mi  upoii  the  Attisiican  northern  ftw 
tden;  having  -aader  kU  iinmddiate  couainandat 
tb^.. harbor  3829  rank.wid  file^  and  iipM  kbe 
wh^a^ne,  14)682  officers  and'. ihtn,«f«fae  regu* 
lur  mmy.  ^.  His  direotios  ;ire9e,^o  attack  Kin]g«-* 
tqn ; .  if  auoces$fiil  Ibere^  or:  if  runlooked-^fbr  dit)[i<^ 
eulti^s  cihould  render  an  attadb  nnadvisaMe^ 
he- was  to .  make  a  similar  attempt  upon  Mont-« 
real :  •  toitafds'boAbof  wbvcb  objects  oewmodore 
Chauncey  was  to  lend:  his  po^evful  ccMope^a-^ 
tioA*  '  So^f)  after  the  ^nierBl's  arrival  at  S^kettf fi( 
Hsir,bor^  ,be  shbrnitinfedibe  yievrsiof  hia^goveM-* 
metit'toia-tCQilnoiltDf  lAs  offieevs;  ai^o^  ajfltef 
mature  consideration,  determined  as  fdlldtl*s  !'-^ 
^^  TO'irwdtes^vtes  thbrwbble  df  tbe^troojpsibn'ihe 
)ake  in  this,  yicinvty^  and  in  ^eo»operation  with 
^r  squadi^on^  to  make  a  bold  f^ihk  ujkm  Kings-^ 
ton^iiiip  don^n  tbe  St,*  Lawrence ;  ^l^ck  up  the 
fueitiyinnottv  aear  to'stai^e  *or  ^urrehd^r,  or 
oblige  hiih  to;  folldw  us  ^itMMt  artillery,  bag* 
gagev  or  pnoivisitonsy^or  ehrentually  to  -lay  down' 
bis  armSi;.lo.8!f«eep  tberStv^Llmr^nee  of  armed 
«i;aft ;  and)  in  .^Qobcert  W4tb  ike  division  of  ttia^ 
jorrgeneral  Ha«Bptoni>  tbitiAre  Montreal.'^^f 
«  Wbile,  general  •  Wilkinson '  was  -it  -SiElckett's 
^arbor,  disciplining  his  tro4ps  aild  mat(i!ir-» 
ivig  ibisi  .frfacis^.  he  i»eceived  -  infbf m'atfon  of  the 

»  Wilkinson's  Mem.  Vol.  IILip.  ^49.        f  Ibid  App.  No.  1. 
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d^Nirture  of  bMh  ar  George  and'str  Jttme*  II501 
Kingston ;  leavmg  xthere  a  force  of  only  *^  1500 
xKguJar^,  and  500  militia/'  In  a  letter  to  tlie 
ff^ciretary  pf ^war«  he.  declares  lie  woold  make  a 
reill  aittfiek  on  that  poet,  coold  he  ^^  have  mos- 
tfired  3000  jcomhatante,  with  tranqporto  to  bear 
them*'*  This  is.  a  specimen  of  that  caution^ 
i«hich  contribnted,.  more  than  onr  few  troops 
and  weak  batteries,  to  the  salvation  of  the  Cina-^ 
Am*  Acting  upon  the  same  principle  in  his 
contemplated  attack  upon  Montreal,  the  gene- 
ral hoped,  by  making  feints  to  the  westward^ 
and  by  practising  other  *^  military  decep- 
tions,''  to  reduce  the  number  of  his  opponents 
Witbiu  Mr,  Secretary  Armstrong's  advised  pfo^ 
portion^**. 

In  the  hot  pursuit  of  his  plans  of  subjugation, 
th0  general  arrived  at  Fort-Geoi^e  on  the  4th  of 
September.  Here  he  met  with  an  unexpected 
dieckj  in  the  sickness  of  a  part  of  the  1p0Ops> 
and.  the  deficiency  of  transports  to  convey  them 
to  the  point  of  rendezvous.  He  was  still  further 
delayed,  by  '^  the  equivocal  relation  and  unset- 
tled superiority  of  the  adverse  squadrons  ;'*  for 
which  he  had  to  thahk^  not  less  the  vapouring 
behaviour  of  his  friend  the  commodore,  than  tba, 
bold  measures  and  masterly  mancravres  of  bis 
friend's  opponent. 

Early  in.  /September  sir  George  returned  to 

♦  Seep.  153: 
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KtngstcU,  luring  migor-general  De  Rottenbarg 
in  coiBmand  df  tfae  troops,  before  Fort^George. 
B^r  tbils  tiwBtoy  isickneAB  bad  oomniitted  dreadful 
ravagai-aiboiKg  both'  officers  and  itien^  littellu 
gt^ffod  of'tfasit  eirent  sQon  'reached  the  American 
^td^fWMment ;  and,  when  the  setretarj  of  war 
Mk^  required  to  sanction  ih4  opinion  grrien  by 
a' council  held  at  Fort^George,  oh  the  20th  of 
Stiptemberi  that  the  works  ought  to  be  razed, 
and  the  place  abandoned,  he'  returned  for  an^ 
awer,  that  Fort-Georger  might  be  maintained; 
oddtng:  '*  If  the  enemy^s  sick  list  amounts  to 
)«l0p  oriit  6f  8000,  they  can  undertake  nothing 
Wkh  effect/^*  He  then  informs  ihe  general,  ^ 
a  pr6{kM»ition  for  raising,  on  the  Niagara  line; 
before  the  1st  of  October,  a  volunteer-force  of. 
•1900  men,  *^  exclusive  of  Indians,^'  who,  ^^  wilk 
a  trtfin  of  artillery,'^  says  he,  ^^'areto  beautho<- 
rized  to  iqvade  the  enemy's  territory .'*  He  further 
informs  him,  that  a  reinforcement  of  militia^ 
forces  will  be  sent,  to  replace  the  regulars 
des^nedfor  the  expedition. 

Towards  the  end  of  September  a  deserter 
froni  a»  weift  into  Fort-George,  with,  as  the  best 
p&sq[>6rt  he  iconld  carry,  the  foilomng  note^ 
iiddressed  to  a  ^^  Major  V.  Huych,  I3th  regi« 
niwtt/'— *^*  Every  movement  of  the  army  is  eithw 
ah  immediate  atfack  or  retreat:  about  3270 
strong."    This  piece  of  intelligence  w:as  penned 

•  Wilkteton's  mm.  Vol.  III.  A|)p.  No,  3^. 
VOL.  1.  S 
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'hj  an  American  settler,  .  named  Ho^kms; 
irf^er  wards  hung^fbr  this  and  other  traitorons 
actSy  or,  as  his  count rjman  goodnataredly  says, 
''  for  his  attachment  to  the  United  States.*'* 
This  reminds  us  of  the  memorial  presented  to 
cong^ress,  at  the  concloston  of  the  nmFf  by  gene 
ral  Porter,  on  behalf  of  Abrahnsa  Afadkle» 
Gideon  Frisbie,  and  their  associates,  HarTtTorsof 
the  corps  of  Canadian  volunteers/'  pmying  for 
a  tract  of  land,  in  size  proportionate  to  their 
:seYerai  losses,  &c. — ^An  American  writer  from 
Washington  has  taken  great  patas  to  enforce  llie 
claims  of  this  ^'  generous,  brave,  aiid  enterpris- 
ing oorps  of  men,  raised,"  says  he,  ^*  by  the 
gallant,  and  ever-to«b.e-laknented  colonel  WHU 
coeks,  whose  every  impulse  was  in  unison  with 
the  noblest  feielings  of  humanity /'f  Thia^^  CTer- 
tO'be»lamented*'  traitor  was  a  native  of  Ireland, 
and  had  been  a  member  of  the  proviikeial 
assembly. 

Mr.  Secretary  Armstrong's  accoioit  of  the 
British  sick  before  Fort-^George  was  not  at  all 
over-rated  ;  although  his  account  of  t^e  JBritish 
force  evidently  was.  The  latter,  fit  for  duty, 
almounted,  towards  the  end  of  September,  to 
about J2290  rank  and  file.  On  the  other  handj 
'we  find  the  American  force  at  Fbrt^eacge 
and  Niagara,:  on  the  19th  of  the  same  month, 

«  Wilkinson's  Mem.  Vol.  III.  p.  398. 
f  Col.  Joiinial,  V<rf.  L  pv  97 1 
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fttftteck  at  4567  bfficaw  and  men,  inciting  1165 
flick.^  '  Deducting  the  latter,  aUo  i  the  odd 
hundredft  to  allow  for  the  garrison  at  Fort* 
Nii^ra,  there  were  at  Fort-Geoi^e  4000  e^ec* 
tire  American  rcgiflars.  At.thJBi  time  of  the 
alarm  created  hy  Mr.* Hopkins's  billet,  and  which 
cccnrred  xte^  dajs  subsequent  to  the  date  of  the 
aiiove  returns^  (ii nee  which)  the  health,  of  the 
men  hiftd  been  gradually  *  amending,^)  two 
columns  of  troc^s,  one  commanded  by  migor* 
general  Wilkinson,  the  other  by  major-general 
Boyd/  actually  marched  out  of  the  eanip,  and 
formed  in  its  front  and  rear.  What  an  oppor- 
tunity was  here  for  deciding  the  finite' of  Upper 
Canada  {-^Fortunately  for  the  upper,  and  per- 
haps for  the  lower,  province  too,^  there  existed, 
on  an  island  about  300  miles  down  the  St. 
Lawrence,  a  mU  e'  ih^  wisp,  that  captivated  the 
senses  of  theJBe  ty<ro-warriors  ^  and,  after  drag^ 
ging  them,  against  wind,  rain,  and  snow,t 
through  the  whole  length  of  an  aligry  iake^  down 
foaming  rapids,  and  amidst  showers  of  ^^  teaaing^ 
bullets^  cast  them  on  shore,  jaded  in  hody  and 
hroken  in  spirit, '  the  reproach  of  their  country^ 
and  tUfe  lau^ing-stock  of  those  whose  soil  tlM$y 
were  hastening  to  invade. 

The  commencing  particulars  of  this  ''  ill* 
fiited''  expedition  we  shall  now  proceed! to 
detail.  .It  should  first  be  mentioned,  that  the 

e  WilkiiMoa*^  Mm.  Vol.  IIL  p.  ^1.        f  IMd,  p.  289. 
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teigioal  plan  had  been  alteiied  ?to  the  koiuA 
dipture  of  f  Kingston  and  Prfscbtt^  ptrevicilis  ^ 
the  mdfnattttcknpoaMontr^alr  The  knapsoeki 
of' the  trckqis:  filled  with    ^^  wintei^-^clothiiig;? 
^ni^rtaat  the  beach  waiting  to  receiTe,  and  a 
^oWerfnl  fleet  in  sight  on  the  lake  ready  to  pro«- 
ti^i  thtei;  also^  the  long-expedted  laOO  Neir 
York  '  niifitia  aifirived  ia  the  fort  to  BssisA  'the 
1Z3d  r^gipent;  about  OOOstrong,  in  repelling  m 
attack,  tiie'fiinKt'embarkation  took  place  on  the 
38th  of  September ;  Imt^  scarcely  had  thSe  expe* 
ditioii  proceeded  ten  hniles  beyond  Miagaia^ 
point,  wheji  that  ^^  vapouring  dog"  sir  Jamet^ 
shewed  hindiself, '  and  led  the  commbdore  a.  Md 
daqce.^     Witltiottt  waiting  till  the  >t#o  fleets 
(as  presently  happened)  ^  went  out  of  sight,? 
th^  troupe  harried !bacl&  as  fast  v  oar&  and.  saolt 
eould  driVe  tfaemi '  Xt  w^  itpon  their  retun% 
tl^at  the  two  generals  nmde  the  deiboMtnutwA 
wMeh  we  have  .already  noticed* 
'    Oh  the  1st  of  Oetober  the  commodore  returned 
to  'Nial^ria;    and/    h^ing    proinised   gendnil 
Wilkinson,  by  kl^er^  thilt  he  woillddo  bis  best 
^^  to  keep  th^  :e]ie9QLy  in  check  i|i  this-parfcof^tfae 
lake,  or^fieol  his  d^itruciiOn,^^  thb  l^vdops  ikett 
allowed  to  re*embark.  .Bad:weather  drove' ma^ 
of  the  boata  into  TwAlve-mile  Creek.   The  estpe- 
edition  again  moved  forward;  aad^^  after  bufihtio^ 
with  al^verestbrni,  in  wbieh seteral  oftthe.bciats 
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were  wrecked,  arrived,  about  noon,  on  the  7ih)  at 
Oswego.  Here  the  gale  detained  the  expedition 
till  the  13th;  when  it  again  appeared  on  the 
I^ke,  and,  after  sufTering  from  cold,  wind,  a&d 
rain)  reached  Henderson's  Bay,  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Sackett's  Harbor.  Leaving  the  American 
soldiers  to  dry  their  cloaths^  and  ponder  upon 
tbi3  periU  thmy  are  doomed  to  encounter,  we 
hasten  bacK  to  s^e  what  efiect  this  sudden 
fnovam^iit  of  the  enemy  produced  upon  the 
British  army  stationed  before  Fort-Georgfi   . 

'At  no  loss  to  divine  that  some  point  on  the  St. 
Lawrence  was  to  be  the  devoted  spot,  major* 
general.  De  Rottenburg,  on  the  2d  of  October, 
oommenced  his  m^rch  for  Kingston,  wijth  the 
104th  and  49.th  regimepts ;  the  latter  of  which, 
as  a  proof  how  the  whole  division  was  still 
snfiering .  fmm  sickness,  cojuld.  myister^  fit  for 
dttty^  no  m^r^  ihan  19,  put  of,abQUt-50,jcom* 
missioned  officers.  Unfortunately ,  .the  two,  9ank 
companies  of  De  Wattevill^'s  regiment,  prpc<;^d* 
iiig  from  Yi>rk  on  the  sante  destiijtation^^by 
water-ckrriage,  fell  into  the  hands  of  jpommp^ore 
Cfaauneey* ,  Miyor^gen^ral  Vincent  noiir  resunied 
the  >  cominand.  of  the  British  troops  upon  the 
Niagara ;  where  We  will  teave  him,  for  ttie  present, 
to  attend  to  njiy^r-S^^^^  Proctor  and  his  little 
army^  in  their  proceedings  along  thc!^  north- 
weftteva  Irciatien 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

s 

Advance  of  major-general Pr odor — Augmeniaiion 
of  the  American  north-western  army^^Descrip^ 
tion  of  Fort^Stephenson — Oallant  assault  upon 
it^'^American  nrnsked  battery — Defeat  of  the 
British  —  Major-general  Proctor^ s  return  to 
Sandwich^^Arrival  of  the  remainder  of  the  Isi 
battalion  41st  regiment — Accumulated  number 
of  Indians — Scarcity  of  provisions  on  the  tie* 

•  troitfrontier —  Wretched  state  ofcaptainBarcldy^s 
fleet^-^ Effects  of  its  capture  upon  tlie  right  divi* 

sibn — Har^hips  endured  by  the  troops-^General 
Harrison^s  newly-raised  army-^Its  entry  into 

^  Amherstburgj  and  pursuit  of  major-^general 
Proctor  up  the  Thames — Losses  of  the  British 
on  the  retreat-^Their  defeat  near  t/^  Moravian 

'  village — Remarks  on  sir  George  Prevosfs  general 
order^^Eseape  of  major-general  Pro&tor^^Loss 

m 

of  teiritory  arinngfrom  the  defeat  of  the  British 

.  '"^American  reJoidngS'^Death  and  character  of 

♦  Tecumsele-'^Anecdotes  respecting  him^^Ihscrip- 

tion  of  thie  scalping'Operation — BarbcuriAes  com- 

mitted  upQn  Tecumseh^s  body*-^American  dis' 

*  respect  to  a  flag  of  truce — Imprisonment  qf 
British  officers  along  with  convicts. 

Major-general  Proctor,  having  been  re. 
inforced  with  nearly  the  whole  of  the  remaining 
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cfiectiTtt  Strength  of  the  41st  regiment,  as  weU 
as  rejoined  by  the  Indians  who  had  abandoned 
bim,  for  a  while,  after  the  battle  of  the  Miami,^ 
advanced  from  Sandwich  ,^n  the  20th  of  July,  for 
the  purpose  of  recommencing  hostilities  against 
tlie  American  north-western  army.  In  the  mean 
while,  the  American  goverment,  still  acting* 
upon  the  principle,  that  '^  nothing  ought,  if 
possible,  to  be  left  to  chance,^^  had  almMt 
drained  of  resources  the  hitherto  prolific  western 
states ;  so  that  major-general  Harrison,  a^sistad 
by  commodore  Perry  and  his  formidable  fleet, 
might  be  able  to  finish  the  campaign  in  thia 
quarter,  in  time  to  be  one  in  the  scramble^ 
for  laurels  among  his  brother*generals  to  the 
eastward. 

The  American  head-quarters  were  at  Seneca- 
tibwn,  nem*  to  Sandusky  JBay  on  Lake  Erie, 
Fort*Metgs,  already, so  strong,  had  its  work* 
placed  in  a  still  more  vigorous  state  of  defence  ;< 
and  a  fort  had  Mnce  been  constructed  on  the 
west«side  of  Sandusky  river,  about  40  miles 
from  its  mouth,  and  10  from  the  general's  head* 
quarters.  It  stood  on  a  rising  ground^  com« 
manding  the  river  to  the  east ;  having  a  plane 
to  the.  north  and  souths  and  a  wood  to  the  west^ 
The  body  of  the  fort  was  about  100  yards  in 
lengtJi,  and  60  in  breadth  ;  surrounded,  outside 
of  all^ ,  by  a  row  of  strong  pickets,  12  feiet  ovmr 

*  Sec  p.  201. 
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l^ttiid ;  each  picket  armed  at  the  top.  with  a 
kajfon$L*.  Next  to,. and  against  this  fonhidabk 
jacket  was  an  embadkuient,  forming  the  side  of 
4  drj  ditchi  IS  feet  wide,  by  seven  feet  deep ; 
then  a  second  embankment,  or  glacis.  A  strong 
biastioo  iEind  two  block*hoiises  completely  en&- 
ladfld  the  ditqh.  Within  the  Anrt  were  the  ho6« 
mtai^ .  military  and  commissary ^i  store-boose^ 
nm^^inb,  :hc. .  As  far  as  we.  can  collect  from 
tfae.Ameiican  accounts,  thfe  fort. mounted  but 
ikne  6«poi|oder ;  and  that  in  a  masked  battery  at 
the  tiortb-western  angle.  The  number  of  troops 
ooilposing  the  garrison  cannot  exactly  be  ascer- 
titihed.  One.  American  account  states,  that  the 
q^tive  fbrce  did  not  amount  to  160  men,  or 
rank  and  file. 

.  .Miyor-general  Proctor,  when  he  landed  near 
th0.  piQUthl  of  Sandusky  rifer,  an  the  Ist  of 
4.^nst,  ]|ad,  it.  is  admitted,  no  other  white 
^roops.  H^itb  him  than  the  41st  .i^egiment..  An 
Ainerii^an  editor  says,  that  the  major-geneinl, 
pffefious:  to  hiJs.  appearance  on  the  Sandoiky, 
hhd  detached  ^'  Tecumseh,  with  ^2000  warriors, 
and  a  few  regulsu's,.  to  make  a  diversion  fairolvbl^ 

to. the  attack  upQU  Fort^Stephenson >/^t  ^Midyat 
the.  same;  editor  states  majors-general  Pneiif^s 
£Nrcelbe£3re.tbatfdrt,  ou/the  evening  of  i  the  Ist^ 
at  ft  500  regvdars,  and  700  Ind]ans.''t  Of  the 
latter  there  were  but  flOO ;  and  they,  as  was 

*  Hilt  of  the  War,  p.  131.    +  Sketdies  of  the  War,  p.  lOh 
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generalljr  tlieir  iSiistoin «  when  ^  thfe  •> 6b|ett  of 
assQdk  ifos  a  fdfti^d  pla«0/  wllhdrMr  to  sk 
ravine,  out  0ft  gtaa^siiat,  almost-  immediatiEilj 
that  the  action  ietMBinehced;>  Of  regukir$,  tH^re 
were  two  lieuten^nt^colondB,  fblip  (mfiitaiiis^ 
fiiBFeQ,  subalterns,  (one  a  lieuteaant  X)f'^artfnerj.)* 
^ight  stafiv-  S3  sei^nts,  teven  drammers,  atid 
^1  rsuik  abd . file,  inekfditig  1^ ^rtiH^ymeni 
■onSdng.a  total  of  301  Queers,  non-com mtesioned 
affi'oers,  and  privates*      - 

]  On  the  inormBg  of  the  3d  the  British  o^ned 
their  artillerj,  consisting  of  two  light  6-ponnd- 
ewEi  and  two  5§  inch  howitzeiss^  upon^lh^  f&rt% 
but  without  producing  the  slightest  impression; 
.and  the  difierant  American  accounts,  as  we  ai^ 
gtod  to  see,  concur  in  stating,  that  the  fort 
^Iwas  not  at  all  injured^^  by  the  fire  directed 
against  it.  Under-an  impression  that  -the  gar^ 
i;isetn  did  not  icscceed  50^ot  60  mekk,  the  fort  was 
Ordered)  to  he  stormed*  Lieat^nant-^olonel 
Short,  at  the. head  of  180  rank  add  file^  imnA^ 
^tely  adtraoced  towards  the  nortttitf^^t  ilngle ; 
while  about  iififtrank  ind  itl^,  midev  lieutenant- 
Qplonel  Warbarton,  passed  ronttd  thraugh*  l^e 
^iiO€4s » skirting  the  viirtetJerii  side  ctf  th^folt>  to 
ils  south  8ide«<  JkifteD^airatainfiig  #  heavy  Am  of 
ninsketry  from  tha  American  tvoQpP^  lieutenant- 
colbnel  Sh6n  a^iproiched  to  the  stofk^de;  tfnd, 
with  some  difficulty,  saoceeded  in  'gciCting  ov^r 
the  pickets.    The  iiwte.nt  Ihie  gi^nt  ofllter 
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rettclMd  the  ditch^  he  ordered  his  meft  to  folloir, 
and  aimilt  the  works  with  the  utmost  vigor^ 
The  masked  d-pouBder,  which  had  been  proYi* 
ously  poiBted  to  rake  the  diteh,  and  loaded 
^  with  a  double  charge  of  leaden  slugs/'  was 
now  fired  at  the  British  column,  ^^  the  front  of 
whiph  was  only  90  feet  distant  from  the  pieoe/\ 
A  volley  of  musketry  was  fired  at  the  same  iu^ 
Stant;  tfiid  repeated  in  quick  succession.  Hm 
dreadful  Mid,  as  to  the  battery,  unexpected  dis« 
ebitt^ge  killed  lieutenaAt-colonel  Short,  and 
several  of  his  brave  followers ;  and  wounded  A 
great  many  more.  Still  undaunted,  the  men  of 
the  41st,  beaded  by  another  officer,  advanced 
again  to  carry  the  masked  e^^pounder;  from 
which  another  discharge  of  ^'  leaden  slugs/' 
aided  by  other  vollies  of  musketry,  n^as  directed 
against  them,  and  'cleared  the  ^^  fatal  diteh^'  a 
second  time.  It  was  in  vain  to  contend  further; 
aiid  the  British  retired,  with  as  many  of  their 
wounded  m  they  could  etery  away. 

Lieutenant'oolonel  Warbarton's  parly,  haviag 
a  circuit  to  make^  did  liot  airrive  at  its  positioB 
till  the  first  assault  .was  nearly  over.  After  a 
vQlley.  or  tWo,  in  which  the  British  sustiiinei 
soiw  s%h t  loss,  the  iroopset  this  point,  also,  were 
ordered  to  retite;  The  loss  sustaiaaed  by  both 
division^  amounted  to  36  killed,  80  womided 
and  miasiBg,  and  41  wounded  (most  of  theoi 
slightly)  and  bioitght  away ;  total  d6L     The 
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Americans  state  theiir  ktss  at  one  ^ted>  and 
seven  wounded*  Considering  the  way  in  whidt- 
lAkej  were  sbdltered,  and  thie  circtiiastiuiofs  of 
the  attack  altogether^  no  greater  loss  eoold  hate, 
been  expe<Aed. 

The  American  editoraseem  ^termined  todrag. 
the  Indians,  in  spite  of  their  confirmed^  and, 
to  an  American^  welLkaown  hdbits,  withitii  the- 
limits  of  the  '« fatal  ditch."    ''  The  Indians/' 
says  Mr.  Thomson^  ^'  were  enraged  and  iilorti* 
fied  at  this  unparalleled  defeat ;  and,  carrying 
their  dead  and  wounded  from  the  Jfietd^  they  in* 
dignantly  followed  Ae  Britkh  regulars  to  the 
shipping/'*    ^'  It  is  a  fiict  worthy  of  observa- 
tion/' says  Mr.  O'Connor,  <'  that  not  one  Itidiali. 
was  found  among  the  dead,  allhough  it  is  known 
tiiat  from  3  to  4D0  were  present."  f     A'bmve 
enemy  would  have  found-  something  to  pr^se 
in  the  efforts  of  colonel  Sboft .  an4.  his  mep^ 
in  this  their  ^^  unpa^mlleled  defeat  r  hut.  all  is 
fdiegotten  in  the   latish  e^Mamiums ,  h^figtowed^ 
upon  major  Ci^ghan  audi  the  band  of  ^' heroes,'^. 
who  *^  compelled  an  army/^sbya  jsn; ; Apncaricaii 
editor,  ^^  much  nmre  than  10  tiwies  superior," t 
to  relinquish  the  atteck« 

Maj0r««getterai  JPfoeto?  jretumed'  jbP  Sandwich, 
sMscompanitid  by ;  aa ;  holtrly  acouttiuk^ting  niim- 
her  of  Indians ;  who*,  hatii^  desei^ed  their  hunt- 
iBg-'grouttds  to  fellowr  the  Britin^a^  i  a^turally 

fHist  of  ike  Wsr,  p.  13).  ^  P  SkJBtchieft  of  flteWtr^Ii.  ISS^ 
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fto  tbie  iMtei  for sdpplielf.  Diifbrtatiat^y , 
tfie  stbi^hofi^eii  along  the  Detroit  bad.  been 
nearlj  emptied  of  tbeir  Gont^tits  already^  to  feed 
our  importunate  allien ;  neither  wovld  it  have 
been  prudent  to  order  tbem  back  to  tboiT  woods^ 
nor  ereii  to  impose  npon  tbon  am j  mstraihts ; 
U'ben  general  Harrifibti'  had^  fos  ibe  last  two 
itaonths,  been  enfleafooring,  by  mean^.  of  a 
numerous  body  of  spies,'  to  s#W  distrust  among 
the  chiefs,  and  gain  otw  theas  and  tbeir  tribes 
as  allies  to  tbe  Amerioatis. 

Tbe  remainder  of  the  41st  reginient  bad  long 
been  expected  at  Amhenstburg  froni  Fbrt^George,. 
B  distance  of  about  BTO  miles..    A  few  eoappOi* 
nies  did  move  forward  ia  May  %  Ibut,  by  the  time 
tbe  men  had  marebidd  dd  hiiJ^s^  w^hicfa,  owitigto 
the  bad  state  of  tbe  nrnds^  eoidd  n^  be  performed 
in  fewer  than  eight  days,  they  were  ordered  back,, 
to  assist  in  defending  Fort«<3edrge,  then  threa- 
ten^A  \tit1i  an  attack.  '  Aa  s^n '  as  tlie  centre* 
^Vit^on  of  the  mmyi  dtiStti  mdjor^general  |)e 
itottenburg^  b^aA  beeiFri9inforc€4'by  the;  1st  bat^' 
faKon  6f*thl3  royaHScots^thedetaidhment  of  ^ifte 
4]s«  marched  to  Long-poolt^  oirdL«lke£ri)e ;  th^ 
to  embark,  along  with  tUe  lbrQa'aUeai|y  Uodei^ 
major-general  iProetdr's  eonimaiiU,  on  lioair$.eap« 
tslin  Barclay's  ilMt,  for  the  pntpede  M  attacking 
Presq^  lisle ;  Where  two 'large  Americail  brigs. of 
war  i^^re  buildings  and  several  schoonbrs  lyipg^ai 
anchor*    Tite  British  were  to  \m^  hwii  jcSntd 


hy  a  ttiiine]io|w  body  eflacfentt ;  bdtft  ko  deoliiMd 
eo«opevsulMg^. 'until  F6rt*Stepheni^  sbouldJie 
reduced^' >as  thej  ^ooidthdn*  mpvei  with  .less  Bp-> 
prehetitfioa4;iidaiiger)  along  tlie  soutboshore  of  the 
lake.  The  a^smilt  had^  as  we  have  seen^  lieen 
attempted  withont  the  reinforcemeat,  and*  failed » 
On  the  t^py '  next  «|ay 9  Gommodope  Perry  ap^ 
pMred  on-  Lake  £rie,  with  eight  vessels*  of  wap, 
including  the  t^wo  newly  launched  brigd ;  and 
captain  Barclay,  with  his  small  eommand^  W9» 
compelled  to  retire  to  Amberstburg,  till  the  new 
ship  that  was  boildHig-  should  be  ready  fi>r  th^ 
lake.'  '  •  ••••  •"•'•      '  ....       J 

The  reinforcement  from  Niagara  bad  aug- 
mented mtffor-gieneral  Pr^ctor^s  force  to  -868 
4)ffic^,  aen'^Mmmissioned  officers,  and  privates^ 
of  the  41  kt  regiment,  30  of  the  royal  artillery, 
the  same  number  of  the  royal  veteran  battaJioh 
and  Newfoundland  regiment,  eight  artillery 
drivers, and  about  50  prpviAcisil  cjivalry ;  making 
a  total  of  0^6  men ;  of  wbom  between  1  and  366 
were  upon  the  sick-list** 

So  many  n(en  made  a  sensible  reduction  in  the 
s^all  quantity  of  provisioni^  that  remained  in  t\ie 
store-houses  On  the  Detroit  frontier ;  and,  to  eif^ 
crease  the  etii,  the  Indians  kept  flocking  to  Attt^ 
heMtburg)  in  such  multitudes,  tb^t^  by  the  8tk , 
or  Qth  of  September,  upwards  of  3500  warriprs 
l^ad  attached  themselves  to  geqeral  Proctior's 
division.    One  hope  remained »    Every  exeftiuii^ 
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nvas  nakmg  at  Amkerstburg  to  oOBsplete  tlie  new 

hihip;   vrhieky  when  added  .to  the  others,  and 

the  whole  equipped  with  stores^  and  maaned 

with  seamen^  daily  expected  from  Lake  Oatario, 

^might  re-*op€«  the  lake-ponimuaioation. 

Nei  ther  guns,  stores,  nor  seamen  came ;  beyond 
as  many  of  the  latter  as.augmettted  captain  Bar- 
clay's number  to  50.  The  new  ship  was  launched, 
and  the  exigence  became  hourly  more  pressiog^^ 
.There  ren^ined  no  alternative  but  to  strip  the 
£srts  of  their  guns,  and  get  them  fitted,  as  fat  as 
was  possible,  to  the  ports  of  the  Detroit.*  This 
botching  business  ended^  the  four  other  vessels 
were  deprived  of  a  part  of  th^  already  scanty 
stores,  to  enable  the  Detroit  to  move  from  her 
anchorage;  or,  when  she  met  the  enemy,  to 
,iliake  use  of  her  lumbering  guns.  By  way  of 
.helping  to  man  this  '^  superior  British  fleet,'^ 
.mgor-general  Proctor  spared,  in  addition  to  the 
detachment  of  his  army  already  on  boards  one 
lieutenant,  three  serjeants,  and  148  rank  and 
file  from  the  41st  regimeiit. 

Driven,  as  it  were,  out. of  port,  eaptaio 
Barclay,  on  the  evening  of  the  9t.h  of  September, 
Jailed  forth  upon  the  lake,  to  etid.eavoar  at  clear- 
ing it  from  his  vigilant,  well-provided ^  and 
almost  doubly  superior,  foe.     The   meeting  of 

*  The  guns  (24-poander  carronadcs)  intended  for  this  ship 
did  not  arrire  at  Burlington  Heights  from  Kingston^  till  after 
■W»,  was  captared. 


llie  two  fleets  on  tke  ibilowiDg  maniing;  the 
Buddeii  fatal  cinuige  of  wind ;  the  gallant  beha- 
Tiour  of  the  Detroit;  the  surrender  to  her  of 
the  American  flag-ship,  the  St.  Lawrence ;  the 
re*hoisting  of  the  Matter's  colours;  the  renewal 
of  die  combat,  and  surrender  .  of  the  British ; 
the  damages  aivd  loss  of  the  two  squadrons; 
their  comparative  strength  in  guns^  uien,  and 
size ;  the  extravagant  boastings  of  the  Americans, 
and  their  gross  distortion  of  every  feature  in 
the  action;  are  all  fully,  and,. as  we  trust,  cor-- 
rectly  detailed  in  our  naval  volume.^ 

This  was  a  sad  blow  upon,  the  right  division. 
As  hope  fled,  <  despair  £»und  its  way  into  the 
JBrttish  camp.  The  situation  of  the  men,  it 
must  be  owned,  was  deplorable  in  the  extreme. 
They  had  long  been  suflering,  not  only  from  a 
scarcity  of  provisions,  but  a  scarcity,  of  money, 
few  of  them  had  received  any  pay  for  the  last 
six  months:  to  some,  indeed,  nine  month's 
arrears  were  due.  Winter,  a  Canadian  winter, 
was  fast  approaching  ; .  and  scarcely  any  of  the 
soldiers  had  blankets,  and  all  were .  without 
great  coats.  The  severe  privations  which  they 
had  endured  in  the  last,  were  thwefore  likely  to 
be  augmented .  rather  than  diminished,  in  the 
succeeding .  winter.  In  addition  to  all  this, 
the  commander  of  the  forces  appeared  unmind- 
ful of  theiV  arduous  exertions;  and. that,  parti- 

%*  Jtmes'i  Nftt^  Oscar;  p«^9S3. 
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ciilarljy  in  a  description  of  Miritee,  to  whi^ 
neither  their  ai^s,  clolbiog,  nor  &<apluie  had 
adaplied  tfaem*  Not  to  gain  crddif  &r  what  thejr 
did»  was,  indeed,  the  lot  of  all  theJSritish  troops 
emplojred 'against  the  Acnerieains ;  chiefly,  be- 
cause the  liKtter,  ranking  beneath  tliem  as 
scddiers,  inTariabfy  got  applause  when  they 
gained  a  victory  over^  or  stood  their  ground 
against,  turo-thirds  of  their  oiyn  number. 

What  moremehts  vcomotodore  Perry ^s  victory 
caused,  oa  the  part  of  major-general  Harrison, 
we  shall  now  proceed  to  detail.  .  Satisfied  that 
be  should  isoon  be  able^  not  only  to  recovier  the 
surreadiered  territory^  but  ^to  dissipate  or  destroy 
the  British  force  in  this  quarter,,  the  American 
general  hastened  to  claim  from  ^vernor  Meigs 
a  portion. of  l&^OOO  volunteers,  just  ai-rivad  from 
the  stale  of  Ohio**  Reinforced  bere,  be  received 
afresh  accession  of  str^igth  in. the  arrival,  oa 
the  .17th  of  September,  of  .the  gorernor  of  Ken* 
tucky y  Isaac  Sbel^,  *^  with  400O well  mounted  vo^ 
liinteers.'^^  Theworks  on ; the  Miami  and  Sandas^ 
ky  were  abandoned,  and  their  garrisons  added  to 
the  already  o?erwhelming  army.  Chi  the  21st 
of  September,  general  Harrison^  with  the  bulk. of 
bis  troops,  proceeded  .  in  boats  to  an  islaod 
about. 30  miles  from  Amherstburg,  called  the 
Eastern  Sister;  having  despatched  th&remaiitf 
der>  consisting  of  colonel  Johnson's  tnaunted 
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regiment/  bj  land,  to  Detroit.  On  tfaTe  27tli  the 
American  fleet,  ^'  composed  of  16  vessels  of  war, 
and  upv^ards  of  100  boats/^  received  on  board 
general  Harrison^s  diviMn,  and  landed  it,  on  the 
afternoon  of  the  same  day,  at  a  point  three 
miles  below  Amherstbnrg;  virhence  the  troops 
marched  forward  to  that  village. 

The  full  amount  of  the  British  white  forice  oh 
the  Detroit  having  already  been  given,  it  now 
remains  for  us  to  shew,  if  we  can,  what  was  the 
number  of  American  troops,  with  which  general 
Harrison  so  sanguinely  expected  to  **  overthrow 
general  Proctor's  army.'^  This  does  not  appear, 
either  in  general  Harrison's  letter,*  or  in  any  of 
the  American  accounts,  minute  as  they  are  in 
other  less  important  particulars.  Perhaps,  hf 
putting  together  such  items  of  iiumbers  as,  in  the 
general  plan  of  concealment,  may  have  escaped 
the  notice  of  the  different  editors,  we  shall  get 
within  one  or  two  thousands  of  the  number  of 
troops  that  landed  below  Amtferstburg,  as  doc- 
tor Sinith  tells  us,  ^'  without  opposition  .^^  We 
find  the  17th,  19th,  24th,  36th,  27th;  and  28th 
reginients  of  infantry,  named.  Admitting  every 
one  of  these  to  have  been  reduced  to  250  men, 
the  whole  would  give  1500.  *^  Part  of  colonel 
BalPs  regiment  of  dragoons^^  has  been  stated  at 
240;  then  there  was  a  full  rifle^regimeht,  say 
450    strong;  also   major  Wood^s   detachment 

*  App,  Not  62. 
VOL.  I.  T 
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of  artillery^  oerteiiily  qot  less  thatt  1S4K 
^«ait  coma  ^^  major  Siiggatt^s  three  spy  cou^ 
paaieB^''  ISO  more;,  also  ^*  five  brigades  of 
Kmt^cky  voliinte^n^y  r  ayeraging/^  according 
to  general  Harns^Bj. /^ 500  men;"*  but  Mr, 
Jhomson  had  before  told  M9»  that  the  volun- 
teers  from  Kentucky,  jander  governor  Shelby, 
amounted  to  ^'  4000,"  and  tho«  vell«mouoted/^t 
We  ahall  be  coatented^  hotvever9  with  the 
smaller  number;  which,  without  proceieding 
fifrtber  in  our  inquiry,  gives  a  force  of  5000 
mm.  As  these  had  but  17  miles  to  proceed  by 
J^^ater,  .and  that  in  the  finest  of  weather,.  S395 
tons  of  ^ippii^4  (without  reofcooing  the  16th 
if«s«elO  along  with    *^  boats,''  afforded  thela 

ample  room- 

;Qn  arriving  at  Amherstbarg  the  Americans 
found  it  abatidoned  by  its  garrison,  and  the  fort 
and  public  buildinj^  in  mtais.  To  put  the  worst 
poinble  conttroction  upoil  the  retreat  of  tbs 
SOO  British  from  ibis  place,  Mr.  Thomson  bes 
not  seropl^  to  state,  that  '*  the  guns  of  ths 
batteries  h^A  been,  prerionsly  snnk;^:aldioagli 
he  kpew  the  latter  were  then  on  board  commer 
dora  Perry's  .prise,  the  DetroU*  After  leaviag^ 
i^i  posfwssion  of  Amherstburgy  colonel  Smith's 
rifla  raiment/  general  HwHson  mor^d  Ibrwaid 
to  Satidwiclit§  attended  in  his  coni^  *ldag  the 

•  App.  No.  M.         f  Sketclnes  of  tbe  War,  p.  168. 
%  Jfasct't  NsT.  Onsf  r.  p.  MS.  ^  See  p.  4S. 
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9i4e  of  the  river;  by  the  AjoMrioan  brigs  Niiigsini 
^Xkd  Caledoiii^i  and  three  of  the  schoooers; 
9«nied  beti^eeo  them  mth  30  heavj  guns.  At 
Sandwich  general  Harriwn  received  authentic 
infbroiatiofi  of  the  small  regular  force  which 
n^or-general  Prqctor  had  with  him ;  ylso^  that 
the  Indians  had.heen^  and  still  wereyabandoning 
him  by  hundreds  at  a  time.  Thi^  welconM  news 
enabled  the  m^or-general,  on  the  ^th)  to  leave 
a  portion  of  his  force,  under  lieutenaqt*colonfl 
Ball^  at  Sandwich,  and  to  send  aiiother  portioUj 
under  brigadier ^geineral  M^Arthur,  acfoss  to  the 
opposite  town  of  Detroit;  especially  as  the 
general  expected^  aad  was  the  next  daj  joined 
bj,  ^'  colonel  R.  M.  Jphnson'g.  regiment/^  cqut 
sisting  of  ^^  upwards  of  1000  horseqieii/^* 

Msgor^general  Proctor  hgd  retreated  towards 
the  mouth  pf  the  river  Thames^  and  made  a 
temporary  stand  at  a  plaoe  called  Dalson\ 
distant  about  66  miles  from  Detroit  Qn  the  3^ 
of  October  the  An^erican  army  left.  Siipdwich  in 
jdo$e  pursuit  Of  what  number  lliat  armyy^ince 
«  pttrt  had  beea  d^tached^  coo^^t^)  pn»les  all 
Mkulation.  I^igivvgeveral  lianrisoii  vpesju,  in 
xmther  an  obscure  way,  of  general  jML^Arthot's 
jforoe  consiiiting  of  o|ily  ^^  nbout  700  eflfectiv^s  ;^' 
biit  wo  have  8e?n  911  apopunt,  bearing  every  mark 
of  MlbenticiQr^  which  fixes^  brigadijvrrBenerid 
JM'Ajrtbar's  fbr<^  at  W>  wrtiUery,  and  1^ 

"»  Sfettihii^of  theWiui^p.i;9^     : 
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infantiy.  The  force  with  which  the  Ameriean 
gederal  left  Sandwich,  is  stated  in  the  American 
official  account  at  '^  about  3500  men.^'  In 
another  part  of  his  letter^  the  major-general 
states  his  nuihber  of  men  at  '^  something  above 
3000.^  On  the  other  hand,  the  same  account 
from  which  we  extracted  brigadier-general 
M^Arthiir's  force,  gives  what  purports  to  be  a 
list  of  the  different  corps  and  detachments  of 
Andean  troops  that  moved  up  the  Thames, 
in  pursuit  of  major-general  Proctor ;  numbering 
aftbgethier  630&  men.  As,  however,  in  a  case 
of  this  kind,  we  have  pledged  ourselves  to  coo- 
sidet  each  party  to  be  the  best  authority  for  its 
own  nutnbers,  major^geneM}  Harrison's  force 
shall  be  fixed  at  no  more  than  he  himself  ad* 
mits,  8500  meni  '-  With  this  army,  and  two 
6-potin'ders',  the  major-general,  on  the  evening  of 
the  {M;  ^  encamped  at  Riscum,  about  26  miles 
from  iSAtiAlwich. 

E^tly'oitthe  mbriiing  of  i;he  3d  be  resumed 
his  matichj  acccmipanied  by  general  Gaas  and 
commodbire' Perry,  as  his  additional  aides  de 
campV  lOn  arriving  at  the  second  bridge  across 
a  branch -bf ' the  Thames^,  the  American  general 
succcfedi^d'in  capturing  a  lieutenant  and  11-rank 

and  file  df.majpr«>general  Proctor's  provincial 

*      '    '  •  •  . 

dragoons,  -  After  proceeding  a  short  way  ^f  th^ 
up  the  Thames,  the  AmeHcan  general  left  his 
three  gu|i-bdflts  in  charge^  of  150  infantry ;  and 
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'^  determioed  to  trust  to  fortune  and  the  brayery 
of  his.  troops^^^  for  effecting  the  further  passage 
of  the  rivers.  On  the  moi^iiingt  of  the  4th  5  'the 
American  army  again  proceeded  on  its  rout^'; 
aod^  on  reaching  Chatham^  distant  about  17 
miles  from  Lake  St.  Clair,  found  its  progress 
obstructed  by  a  deep  and  unfordable  creek,  the 
bridge  of  which  had  been  partially  destroyed 
by  some  Indians,  who  now  made .  their  appear- 
ance, and  fired  on  the  advanced  guard.  The 
major-general,  ^'  believing  that  the  whole  force 
of  the  enemy  was  there,"  halted.bisarmj^  formed 
it  in  order  of  battle,  and  brought  up  his  pieces  of 

artillery.      A   iew   shot   from   the   6-pouiiders 

I 

drove  away  the  Indians ;  and  the.  army  repaired, 
and  crossed  the  bridge.  The  American  loss  on 
this  occasion  amounted  to  two  killed,  and  three 
or  ibur  wounded.  Mr.  ThomsQn  states  13  as 
the  loss,  in  killed  only,  of  the  Indians ;  or,  as 
his  term  is,  of  ^^  the  enemy/'  'Onifa^sameevtrnf^ 
ing  three  of  general  Proctor's  bosits,  loaded  with 
ordnance-stores,  were  taken  1  .  as  also  ^* ;  two 
24«p6unders,  with  their  qarriages/'  or,  ^as  Mr. 
Thomson  has  it,  ^^  several  pieces  of  cannon.'^^  n 
On  the  morning  of  the  6tb,  the  pursuit  of  the^ 
British  was  eagerly  ren^nred ;  and,  before  nin^ 
o'clock,  two  gnn^boats  and :  sieveralv.  batteaux 
were  captured.  With  these  boats  and  batteauxy 
and  some  Indian  canoes,  the  American  army  waisf 

-■v 

*  Sketches  of  the  War,  p.  171. 
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enmbled^  at  lH  o'clock  at  aoon,  to  crmm  avtt  to 
the  faft  bank  of  tke  ThameB.  Aboot  12  milei 
abovo  this  ford,  and  two  and  a  half  from  the 
Morariaii  town,  major-general  Proctor  had 
dratfii  up  his  troops^  to  resibt,  if  possible,  the 
flirther  advance  of  the  American  army.  Tbt 
amount  of  the  British  force  we  are  fbrtmsatelj 
enable  to  state  with  accuracj.  There  were 
firesent^  under  arms,  of  the  41st  regiment,  (in* 
eluding  30  additional  gunners,)  one  lieatenaat- 
colonel,  six  captains,  10  lieutenants,  three 
ensigns,  two  staff,  S6  Serjeants,  four  drummers, 
and  3M  rank  and  .file,  total  408 ;  among  wbom 
were  on^  seijeant,  and  fi6  rank  and  file,  takea 
from  the  hospital  on  that  very  morning.  Them 
were  also,  38  provincial  dragoons^  The  artillerj 
numbered  Ax  pieces,  3  and  6*pounders>  and 
were  worked  by  90  of  the  royal  artillery,  amisted 
by  the  additional  gunners  from  the  4l8t.  So  that 
the  whole  effiictive  strengtb  of  the  right  divisioo, 
<to  the  morning  of  the  4th  of  October,  amoonttd 
to  470  men*  The  remiining  part  of  the  right 
division  was  thos.  disposed  of«  The  gun-boats 
and  batteanx  had  oik  board,  just  previous  to  their 
capture,  one  captain,  nine  seijeants^  10  drum- 
mers/and  124  rank  and  file  of  the  41st ;  along 
with  the  30  men  of  the  royal  veteran  battalion 
and  Newfoundland  regiment  The  hospital  at 
the  Moravian  pillage  contained  101  officers  and 
privates;  and  those  that  attended  tbtrmi^  and 
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wAre  on  duty  with  tJbe  baggage,  ambaftted  to 
03  oflicerd  and  privates,  all  of  the  41  dt  regiment. 
Adding  to  this  amount  such  of  the  eight  attiU 
lerj-drivers  •  as  had  not  been  captured,  and> 
allowing  for  a  few  deserti6ns,  we  account  at 
once  for  the  834  officers  and  private)^,  composing 
major-genefal  Proctor's  fotce^  when  h^  com^ 
meneed  his  retreat.  Of  his  3^^  Indians,  500 
only  remained ;  and  they  were  led  by  the  brave 
and  faithful  Tecumseh. 

The.  3ft6  rank  and  file  of  the  41st  regiment 
were  formed  at  open  files,  in  k  btecb  forest^  witb« 
out  any  clearing.  Th6  line  crossed  the  YoA 
road,  its  left  resting  on  the  river,  its  right  oil  th6 
thicker  part  of  the  wo^d.  On  this  point  the 
troops  joined  the  Indian  warriors;  who,  forming 
an  obtuse  angle  to  the  fronts  were  the  better 
able  to  get  into  the  enemy's  rear^  the  Indian's 
•favorite  system  of  action.  At  the  b^ck  of  the 
Indians^  and  about  300  yards  from  the  rivef, 
was  a  miry  swamp.  A  6-pounder  enfiladed  thfe 
only  road  by  which  the  Americans  -  bbuld 
advance  in  any  order.  The  provincial  dragoons 
were  stationed  a  little  in  the  rear  of  the  infantry . 
This  position  was  considered  an  excellent  one; 
as  the  enemy,  however  numerous  his  force, 
could  not  turn  the  flanks  of  the  British^  or 
present  a  more  extended  front  than  theirs.  The 
remaining  five  pieces  of  artillery  were  stationed 
U|M>n  some  heights^  a  little  to  the  north-eastivard 
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,of  the  Moravian  towii^  and  cotisequently 
upwards  of  two  miles  from  the  field  of  battle ; 
in  order  to  guard  a  ford  Of  the  river^  and,  if 
necessary,  cover  the  British  retreat. 

General  Harrison  has  given  us  a  very  full 
description  of  the  ikianner  in  which  he  arranged 
his  force  upon  this  occasion.  Three  brigades 
of  volunteer-infantry,  under  the  comms^nd  of 
msyor-general  Henry,  were  drawn  up  in  three 
lines,  having  their  right  upon  the  road,  and  their 
left  upon  the  swamp.  The  whole  of  general 
Desha's  division,;  consisting  of  two  brigadesi^ 
was  formed,  en  poience^  upon  the  left  of  the  first, 
or  Trotter's  brigade.  '^  The  American  back- 
woodsmen,'' says  the  general,  in  his  despatch, 
^^  ride  better  in  the  woods  than  any  other 
people,  A  musket  or  rifle  is  no  impediment^ 
they  being  accustomed  to  carry  them  on  horse- 
back from  their  earliest  youth."  Consequently, 
colonel  Johnson  drew  up  his  mounted  regiment 
in  close  column,  haviugits  right  at  the  distance 
of  50  yards  from  the  road,  and  its  left  upon  thf- 
swamp.  His  directions  were,  to  charge  at  full 
speed,  as  soon  as  the  enemy  delivered  his  fire ; 
jand  the  general  rightly  conjectured  that  "  the 
enemy  would  be  quite  unprepared  for  the  shock, 
and  could  not  resist  it.''  Colonel  Paul's  regulars 
occupied  the  space  between  the  road  and  the 
river,  ready  to  seize  **  ihe  enemy's  artillery;" 
the  quantity  of  which  brought  into  action^  is 
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v^ry  cuoniogly  left  bj^  tbe  general  to  iiife'efice. 
Along  the  btok  of  the  rirer  were  stationed 
^>  isome  10  or  1£  friendly  Indians.*  An  Ameri- 
can account  states,  that  ''  nearly  300  Indians" 
werei,  at  this  time,  attached  to  gaieral  Harrison's 
army.  Befoi«  we  commence  upon  the  attack, 
let  us  place  before.th^  reader,  in  qne  :¥iew,  the 
force  of  the  contending  parties.  The  Amerjicans 
had,  by  their  own  admission,  and  meaning 
*^  privatesy"  or  rank  and  file,  1300  cavalry, 
1950  infantry,  *^  some  10  or  12^"  or/ let  U3  say, 
150  Indians,  and  two  6-pounderd.  The  British 
had  38  cavalryy  356  infantry,  500  Indians,  and 
one  6-pounder.  We  have  no  more  to  do  with 
the  remnant  of  the  British  force  stationed  beyond 
the  Moravian  town,  than  we  have  with  the  400 
men  of  the  27th  United  States'  regiment,  that 
were  hastening  to  share  the  honors  of  the  day. 

The  British  gave  the  first  fire;  from  which 
the  horses  of  the  front  column  recoiled.  After 
the  delivery  of  the  second  fire^  the  ^'  brilliant 
charge"  took  effect.  ^^  In  a  few  moments,'^  says 
Mr.  Thomson,  '^  the  enemy^s  line  was  pierced 
by  upward  of  1000  horsemen,  who^  dashing 
through  the  British  regulars  with  irresistible 
speed,  either  trampled,  under  foot,  or  cut  down^ 
ei^ry  soldier  who  opposed  them ;  and^  having 
killed  and  wounded  upwards  of  50  at  oHe  charge^ 
instantly  formed  in  their  rear,  and  repeated  the 
attack.     Such  was  the  panic,''   proceeds  the 
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AttMrican  editor,  *^  which  pervaded  the  whole 
line  of  the  enemy i  that  an  order  which  had  been 
istaed  to  fix  bajonetfti  wae  not  attemptfed  to  be 
execated/'* 

The  Indian  warrore,  led  bj  the  undaunted 
Tecttmseb^  raiihed  upon  the  enemy's  flront  line 
of  iafiintiy^  and  **  for  a  moment,^^  says  the 
general^  '*  a^ade  iome  impreadon  upon  it. ''  It 
was  Hot,  in  short,  till  the  infantry  was  reinforced 
by  Ae  wbdle  of  ||oTemilf*  Shelby^s,  and  a  part  of 
colonel  Johnson's  regiinerit ;  nOr,  till  the  fall  of 
their  lamented  cbief^  and  tjh^ards  of  90  of  their 
warriors,  that  the  brave  foresters  retired  from 
the  field  of  battle.  Had  tM  misn  of  the  41st 
regiment  at  all  emulated  th6flh4)^ns,  tbe  fate  of 
the  day  might  have*  be^A  change  ;  or.  did  the 
enemy's  great  noteeticar superiority  render  that 
an  improbable  evteht,  the  Atikerican  general  would 
not,  in  the  Very  paragraph  in  which  be  admits 
that  he  contended  with  an  inferiority  of  force, 
hav^  dared  to  claim  A>r  his- troops  *'  the  palm  of 
superior  bravery.**  *  tfi^'  troops  possessed  the 
peculiar  -privilege  of  not  hslving  their  tSharacter 
affected  by  any  similar  conduct  on  their  part ; 
nay,  not  even,  had  they  submitted  tO  an  equal, 
instead  of  a  seven-fold  force. 
.  The  British  lost,  in  killed  12/  iti  wounded  23, 
atiditi  prisoners,  including  the  wounded,  001.  f 
Of  these,  477  were  taken  on   the  day  of  the 

•  Sketcheft  of  the  War^  p.  17'5.  f  App.  Ns.  $2. 
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surrender ;  the  ranainder,  previously  and  rabse^ 
quentljr.  Mr.  Thomson,  still  regardless  about 
contradietiiig  the  official  accounts  of  his  own 
generals,  says  :w*f'  The  enemy  lost,  in  regulars 
alone,  upwards  of  90  killed,  and  about  the  satuB 
number  wounded.^^  *  The  Indians  lost  33  killed, 
exdusiye  of  sudi  as  fell  during  the  retreat :  their 
loss  in  wounded  does  not  appear.  The  Ameri*. 
cans  adnnt  a  loss  of  12  killed,  and  17  wounded. 

The  censure  passed  upon  the  right  division  of 
the  Canadian  army,  by  the  commander-in*chiel^ 
was  certainly  of  unparalleled  severity.  Yet^ 
who  but  must  admire  the  valorous  spirit  that 
breathes  through  the  general  orcfor  of  the  24th 
of  November,  promulgating  sir  George's  iodig*- 
nation  ?  Who  could  believe  that  this  docament 
was  penned  by  the  same  hand  that,  six  months 
previbus^dra^ged  away  the  British  troops  from  the 
possession  of  Saokett^s  Harbor?-)* — ^The  ardor 
which,  as  sir  George  himself  admits,  and  eveiE^ 
one  else  knows,  had,  till  the  iatal  5tb  of  Octo* 
ber,  distinguished  the  41si  raiment,  affords  a 
strong  belief  it  was  not  cowardice  that  made 
that  corps  surrender  so  tamely,— *no  matter  to 
what  superiority  oif  force.  The  privations  the 
.  troops  bad  undergone,  and  the  marked  iieglect 
wbich  bad  been  shewn  at  head-quarters^  to  the 
rctjwesentations  oi  their  commander^  kaiii  pro* 
babty  possessed  them,  with  an  idea^  that  any 

«  Sketches  oftheWar,  p.  175.        -(^  See>  ISSL 
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change  woaI4  be  an  improTement  in  their  con* 
dition.  .        . 

Major-general  Proctor,  with  some  officers  of 
his  staff,  and  a  part  of  his  provincial  cavaliy, 
retreated  towards  the.  river  Grande;  after  having 
his  baggage  and  private  papers  captured  bj 
-a  squadron  of  dragoons,  which  raajor«general 
Harrison  had  sent  in  pursuit  of  him.  Sir 
George's  letter,*  (the  only  one  published,)  as 
well  as  his  general .  order,  mentions  that  the 
Indians  harrassed  the  American  army  on  its 
retreat  to  Detroit.  So  far  was  this  from  being 
the  case,  that  not  a  tomahawk  was  lifted  after 
the  day  on  which  the  British  surrendered;  and 
many  of  the  Indians  actually  accompanied 
major-general  Proctor  on  his  route  to  Ancaster* 
In  preference  to  pushing  after  the  latter,  major^^ 
general  Harrison,  on  the  day  succeeding  his  easy 
victory,  destroyed  the  Moravian  town.  This 
fact^  owing,  probably,  to  some  political  rea* 
son,  does  not  appear  in  the  official  letter; 
although  the  latter  bears  date  three  days  after 
the  conflagration.  But  Mr.  Thomson,,  in  the 
fulness  of  his  patriotism,  cannot  refrain  from 
announcing  the  event  to  tjie  public,  f  The 
Moravian  town,  or  rather  its  sile^  is  distant 
about  35  miles  iVom  the  mouth  of  the  Thames ; 
0Skd  was  under  the  superintendence  of  mis* 
sionaries  from  the  society  of  Moravian  United 

«  App.  No.  51.         +  Sketches  of  the  War,  p.  176. 
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Brethren,  who  maintained  a  chapel  there.  On 
the  9th  of  October  major-general  Harrison  retired 
upon  Detroit;  and,  on  the  17th,  major-general 
Proctor  had  concentrated  at  Ancaster,  on  the 
river  Grande^  not  far  from  Burlington  Heights, 
904 '  rank  and  file  of  the  right  division ;  of 
whom  more  than  half  had  escaped  after  having 
been  captured. 

The  defeat  of  the  British  at  the  battle  of  the 

Thames  was  highly  advantageous  to  the  Ameri-^ 

can  cause.     Not  only  was  the  whole  territory  of 

Michigan,  except  the  fort  of  MichilimacinaG, 

restored   to  the  United   States,  but  the   west- 

4»rn   district  of  the  upper  province  became  a 

conquered  country.     Nor  was  it  the  least  mis- 

Ibrtuiie,  that  we  lost  the  services  of  the  whole 

of  the  north-western  Indians,  except  3  or  300^ 

that  subsequently  joined  the  Centre-division  of 

the  army.     The  American  editors  boast  that 

general  Harrison,    before   he  left   Detroit  for 

Buffaloe,  made  peace  with  upwards  of  3000 

warriprs.    The  reader  now  sees  the  fatal  cons^- 

quemses ;  first,  of  not  having,  in  the  winter  of 

1813,  destroyed  the  two    or  *  three   schooners 

which  were  equipjping  at  Bufialoe  by  lieutenant 

■Elliott  ;*  secondly^  of  not  having,  in  the  spring 

of   1813/ secured  the  possession  of  Sackett's 

Harbor  ;f  thiidly,  of  Hot  having,  in  the  sum- 

melir  of  the  $ame<year,  captured  or  destroyed 

*  See  p.  83.  f  See  p.  174. 
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the  whole  Am^ticaxk  fleet;  as  k  lay,  unaiaiiDedy 
in  Presq'  Isle  harbor ;  *  aod  lastly,  of  not  hating 
senta  supply  of  fpmiSi  s^res,  and  men,  to  captain 
Barcday  ,at  Aaiherati>«rg,  so  as  to  have  enabled 
him  to  meet  and  oonqner  that  same  American 
fleet,  whos6  growth  and  ittaturity  had  tiiua  been 
so  shamefully  promoted. .        : 

The  American  public  made  no  distinction, 
apparently,  bettreen  theimportaM  conseqnences 
that  ensued,  from  general  Harrison's  capture  of 
*'  a  British  regnlar  army^^  and  the  merits  of  the 
yictory  itself.  By  adding  some  circumstances, 
and  concealipg  others,  the  historian  was  able  to 
convert  the.  thing  into  what  he. pleased;  but 
who  could  have  imagined,  .that  every  town  in 
the  republic  would  illuminate,  and  m^tj  church 
ring  a  nierry.peal,  on  the  occasion  ?  Such  wa^ 
act^ly  the  case,  AH  this  to  be  sure,  might 
have  been  a.  pcditiQa}  measMre,  or,  as  general 
Wilkinson  caila  it,'**  fi  military  deeeptien,^^t 
to  render  the  war  poplar ;  but  no  sobeis*minded 
AmericflUEi  could,  one  may  suf^se*  see  any. rea- 
son to  .exult,  because  3500  of  bis  oeuntrymen 
bad  conquered  4  or  MQ  British,  and  the  saaoie 
number  of  Indians^  A  Mr#  Cheevea,  however, 
member  for  Sottth*Caf^ina>  and.  one  of  the  99 
<«  yeas'^  that  declared  the  war,  utterejd,  in  the 
middle  of.  a  very  long  speech  to  (ingress  '*  on 
the  conduct  of  the  war,''  tb»feliowingse|iteace: 

•  Seep^eea.         ts^p-tss* 
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^^  The  Yiotorj  of  HwriMn  ww'siidi  as  would 
kave  secured  to  a  Rcmian  general,  in  tha'bcdt 
days  of  the  republic,  the  booK^rs  of  a  trimnph.*'  * 
«~The  American  editor  has  not  followed  up  the 
period   with   '^  (hear^    hear,/^  or  introdaced 
any  remarkai  of  his  own,  either  in  ridicttie  or 
earprise  of  the  orator's  modertjr. 
•   Let  oe  now*  ascend  in  the  scale  of  human 
beings,^  from  a  ^^ineHiber  of  congress'^  to  a 
^^  sava9e,'*-^from  Mr.  Chee^^Mlo  ttielate  Indian 
warrior  Tecomseh.    It  seeins^'^xMtaordmaipy  that 
^neral  •  Harrison  should  have  omitted  to  men- 
tion, in  his  letter,  the  death  of  a  chief,  whose 
^11  contributed  So  largely  to*  break  down  the 
Indian  spirit,  and-  to  ggj^tf' peace  and  security  to 
the  whole  north^weetern  frontier  of  the  llnited 
States.    Tecumseh,  although  he  had  receired  a 
muid&et-ball  in  the  left  arm,  was  still  seeking  the 
hotteat  of  the  fire^  when  he  eneoimtered  colonel 
B.  M.  Johnson,  member  of  coogfress  for  Ken- 
tadky*  ^  Jast  as. ;the  chiefs  baring  discharged  his 
tifle,  was  rushing  fbrwaid  with  his  tomahsrirfc, 
beTeasived  a  ball  in  the  beHd  from  'the  coloneFi^ 
phrtol.    Tbna  All  the  tttdiaa-  warrior  Tecumseh, 
in  ^he  44th  year  of  Ms.  age.    He  was  of  the 
ShawattBe  tribe^  -five f^et  ten  inches  high;  and, 
^th  more  than  tlM»  usual  stoutness^  possessed 
ait  the  agility  and  petqeverance,  of  the  Indian 
eharttitOT.    Hie  ctfriage  was  dignified ;  bis  eye 

•  fiiirdiek's  Pol.  snd  Hilt.  Regr.  p.  147*  ^ 
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penetrBting ;  his  couBteBatice)  which,  even  in 
death,   bel:ray€d^  the   indications   of  a    l<^y 
spirit,  rathv  of  the  sterner  cast.     Had  he  not 
possessed  a .  certain  austerity  of  manners,  be 
could  never  have  controlled  the  wayward  passions 
of  those  who  followed  him  to  battle.    He  was  of 
a  silent  habit ;  but,  when  his  eloquence  became 
roused  into  action  by  the  re-iterated  encroach- 
ments of  the  Americans,  his  strong  intellect 
could  supply  him  with  a  Jow  of  oratory,  that 
enabled  him,  as  he  governed,  in  the  fidd,  so  to 
prescribe  in  the  council.    Those  who  consider 
that,  in    all   territorial  questions^   the  ablest 
diplomatists  of  the  United  States  are  sent  to 
^negotiate  with  the  Indians,  will  readily  appreci* 
ate  the  loss  susitiiitted  by  the  latter  in  the  death 
of  their  chlimpiop* 

The  IndiatiSy  in  general,  are  full  as'  Ibnd  as 
other  sav^gffii,  of  the.  gaudy  decoration  of.  their 
persons,;  ;biit  Te^umseh  :  h^s.  *  an  '  exception. 
Cloaths  sand  other  yaliiable  .artides.  of:^Mil 
had  oft^n, b0tn  his;  yet: be  iiivaiiably  wore  a 
deeC'Sl^in  'eo»ti..and  p^atalooiisu  /.He  had  f re«- 
quently  }eTi44.  i^pbfiidie4  'to«  ;ccknipilmti\ely,  a 
large  aoiount:;  y et  he  pMserved  little  or  notbii^ 
ibr  himself.  It  vfo^  not  w^aUh^  blit . glory y  that 
was  Te^umseh's  ruling  paijno^..  iFataL  day! 
when  the;  *'  Cbristiatt  .people'V  first  penelarated 
the  forests,  to  teach  thefarts.ojf/^  civili^ion!'.  to 
the  poor  Indian.     Till  then,  water  had  been  his 
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fiblj".  h^rer^Sgei  and  bimself  and  his.  race  pos^ 
fiessed  $)U  the  vigor  l>f  hardy  savs|ges«^^  ;  Now,  no 
Inrdsan  >Qpens  his  lips  to  the  streani  that  rippl^p 
hy  his.  mg-ritam^  while  hfe  has  a  rag^df  cJpaths  pn 
hh  ^babkv  wherewith  to  puraha9e  ruHl;  ami  he^ 
^lad  Hia  dquaw  and  his  ebildri^n  vi^attow  throiigb 
tbedaj^  in  beastly  druiikeoness,  Jiistead  of  tha 
sturdy  warrior^  with  a  head  to  plan,  and  an  arm 
to  execute^  vengeance  uppn  t.be  oppressors  of 
his  \cotifitrf^  we  be'hold  -thi^  puny;  l^esott^ 
wretch,  squattilig  on  his  hams^  r^ady  to  barter 
his  ^ouatrj^  his  children,  or  himself^  for  a  few 
giilps  of  that  ddl^teriOQS'cqiiipoiindj:  which^  far 
mo>e:  thbn  the  arms  of  the  Unit^  States,  i& 
ha^teititig  to  MtinguishKll  traces  of  his  name 
and  cbaracten  Teeumseh^  hitnself,  ifi  early, 
life,  had  b'eten  addicted  to  intemperance;  but 
no  iSKmtoter  did  his-  j;iidgnient  deetde  against^ 
than  his  rei^ltltion  e)iab^  hini  to  quit,  so 
vile  a  hdbit.  Beyond  oi|e  or  two  glasses  of 
vviise;  h^  never  afterwsMrds  indalg^d^ 
../•By  whom  are  the  savages  led  ?'^/i4^as  the 
queation^  foi'  itiany  years,  during  the  virars 
hdtmden  the  Anlericans  and  Indians^  The  name 
--^'^  Tecuwseh !"  was  itself  a  host  on  the  side 
of  the  latter;  tind  the'  warripr  chief,  white  he 
feigtiaiiied  himself  in  all,  caih^j^ff.victoripu&in 
taost,  of  thfe  Amny  actions  in  whicb  he  had 
fought  and  bted«  The  Am^iicaa  editprS;^ 
^upefadded^.tOja  na^oqal  dislike  to  the  Indians^ 
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huve  some  special    reasons,   which   we    tfhaH 
develope  presently,  for  blackening  the  character 
of  Tecumseh.    They  say^  that  he  neither  gaT4 
lior  accepted  quarter.     His  inveterate  hatred  to 
the  AmericMs,  considering  them,  as  he  did,  to 
haye  robbed  his  forefathers  of  their  territory, 
renders  snch  a  proceedings  in  a  savage,  not 
improbable,     finropean  history,  even  of  modem 
date,  iqforias  ns,  that  the  civilised  soldier  can 
go  into  battle  with  a  simile  determination* 
Mr.  Thomson  sayi»  -  of  Tecums^,  that,  *^  when 
he  undertook  an  expedition^  accompanied  by 
his  tribe,   he  Would   relinquish    to   th^ni  the 
spoil,  though  he  wonld  never  yield  •  the  prm* 
tedge  of  destroying  the  victim/**    And  yet,  it 
was  from  an  American  publication,  that   we 
extracted  the  account  of  Tecamseh's  killing  a 
brother-*chief,    because   the    latter    wanted  to 
massacre  a^  American  prisoner. j«    This  trait  iq 
Tecumseh's  character  is  corroborated  by  all  the 
British  officers  who  have -served  with  him»    That 
it  did  not,  however^  proceed  j&omu  any  good- will 
towards  the  Americans,  w^s  made  known,  in  an 
Extraordinary  menner,  at  tho. taking  of  Detroit 
After  the  surrender  of  the  AmmoM  troops, 
general  Brock  desired,  Teonmseh,  not  to  allow 
the  Indiana  undisr  him  to  ilUtre^  the  prisonerss^ 
Tecumseh  promptly  replied:  ^^1  despise  them 
too  much  to  meddle  with  thenu-'    Nor  is  tfaei^^a 

f-Skeichw  of  Hii  War,  p*^175.         +  ^ep.1|0i. 
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single  act  of  riolwce.  charged  to  the  lA4ia«u»vOa. 
that  ^^casiQn.  As  a.proper  contrast  to  thui,  aji, 
American  editor,  dei;cr|i)ing  a  ba,ttle  betweeiir 
genecal.  JackMin  ;  and:  the  Creek  Indianiji ,  in^ 
Maireli,  18Ui  saj^:  -  Of  about  iqoo.  Crejekfk, 
0nly  10  of  the  qien.ave  su}xpo6ed  to  have  escapedji 
with.li^:.  l^of  the  C^reeka,.who  had  hid  th^mn 
e^ves,  were  killed^  jthe  jp^oriMiig  after  the  battku 
The  Aneman.aeiQQWiider  saidi^  in  his  despaMi^ 
that  lie  y^s .  ^ .  4eUifmim4  ia  ejpi€rminj$te*  ..%\^ 
tvibe ;  of,  cowe^^^  pt oceveds  the  editor,  ^\  qq 
quarter  was^g^ye)i|r.#ll«ept  to  a  £^wi«w<Qen  ^^^ 
d»ldreii/'* 

Few  offieers  m  tbei,  Unit^dl  Stftte^'  »ervio^ 
Wi^,sOial»le  to:  cmmniMtd) in. the  fi.eldi  99^thi4 
£Mued  Indian  ehii^«  He  ww  i^  e^eUent  judjg^ 
of.  p^Mtioui;  .atid|  qotrtonjljr  knew,  b^t  qQu)4 
jpOtnt^oui,  the  Vn^aliti^s  .of.tho  w^^e  eoqutrji 
throttgjli  ^mhicb  he  h«d  ^e^s^M  To  what  extend 
)ie:  bad/ tRt veiled  (met  the  western  part  of  the; 
^wericajK  ^outioevt),  may  be  conpsiired.  froyn  th^ 

welUkuowu  f«et,..iJiat  he  wted,;tbe:  Cree^ 

IwliWQs,^  }«  the  ho||#8..  of  prevailing  ou  them  t9 
nqite  with  th^ir  iWHAh^^m  brethren,  in  jefl^irts  to 
tng»n.i\itiv  coui^r^  ^  far  as  th(B  bank^.  qf  tl)^ 
Ohio*    Hi9  faciUljr  o#scoinB(^cat(ng  the  in^ 

«btitiu:  he^  hed  :^equir^»  (Wau»  thns  djj»plfijr^ 
b«ffH^a.eoM0QAm¥^9ft¥^4iff«)9-   V^yipnf^j^%9t 

•  BiirdicVsP^i^je(btReg.  p.  ISC. 
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askeiS  Tecumseh  v^h^t  sbft  af  a  countrj^  '6^ 
should   have  to   p^s  tbroughj*  in   case  of  hisf 
jkroceedfng  further^    Tecumseh,   taking  a  roll 
of  elm-^bark,  and  extending  it  on  the  groond 
by  meslnis  of^four  stones,  drew  fortb  his  scalpitag'^ 
knife,   and,   with  the   point,  presently  etched 
UpHon  the  bark  a  plan  of  the  country,  its  bills/ 
woods,    riirers,    morasses,   and    roads ;    a  plan 
which,  if  not  as   neat.  Was/ for  the  purpose 
fequiredf  fully  as  int^Htgible,  as  if  Arrowsmitb 
himself  had  pt^parcfd  it.;    Pleased   with   this 
unexpected  talent  in  -Tecumseh,  also  with  his 
having,  by  his  characteristic  boldness,  induced 
the  Indians,  not  of  bis  immediate  party)  to  cross 
the  Detroit)   prior"  to  the  einbarkation  df-tfae 
i'egcilars    and  militia;  general  Brock^  as  sooG 
as  the  -  business  was  dyer)   puMicly  took  off 
hh  sash,  and  placed  it  round  the  body  of  the 
chief.      Tecumseh*  received    tho   faofiot    with 
evident  gratification ;  but  wlis,-  the  next  dayi 
seen  without  his  sash^     General  Brodk,  feanog 
something  bad  displeased  tbe  Indian,  sent  hiif 
interpretei'  for    an    explanatioit;      The    latter 
koon  returned  with  an  account,  tliat  Tecilmseb) 
^ot  wishing  to  wear  such  a  mark  of  distinction; 
\rhen  an  older,  and,  as  he  said,  abler,  warri<>r 
ihan^  himself  was  present,  had  transferred-  the 
isash  to  the  Wyandot  chief  Round^bead.*^    Su^b 
aman  was  the  unlettered  ^*sa(vage'^  TecumMk; 

♦  8eep.l88.^  -  -    * 
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.muA  such  aiman  have  the  Indianisr  Ibr  ::e^t]Gi^t. 
:He  has  kft  a  si>n;  who,  .when  biA  fathWi'^IMI, 

«ras  about  17  years  old^  ^d  ionght  hj  bir.side. 
'The  prince.  >egent^  in  1814V  out  of  xesjiiBCt -to 
;the  memor;^  of  tbe  old,  sent  out  as  a  present 
.to  the  young  Tecdmseh^  a  handj^ooie  si^rd. 
i^Jnfortunatesly^  hovretvi^r,  for:  the  Indian  eatfse 
^"and  .country,  faint  a^e  the  prosipectsj  thdt 
,Te^am$ieh,' tbesoD,  will  ever  equiil;  in  wisdom 
.Oixprowass,  Tejoumseh,  the  lather.  •  '  .re 
;.  i  According'  to.  Mr.  Tfaotnson,  120  Indians  wefe 
; killed  at  tiie.  battle  of  tiie  Thames;  General 
.Uarfison-  fiiiittbers  33  '^nlj.  '  No  wounded'  Bre 
^ineAtion^'  hy  ^iihhr.    WhUe  the  afTair  wkh  the 

iCreftks'  is  I  fresh  inotir  minds,  whi^t  are  we^^to 

ipfer  frowthis  P-rHovirever,  let  us  proceed.  F|ill 
ft>vo-f thirds .  of  general  Harrison's  .army,'  at  ^tliie 
^battle  of  the  Thames,  w^re  Kentuokians.  ^^As 
x^yery>  soldier  mire  a  scalt>ing^knife  as  pait,  of  his 

accoutrements,  and. was  extremely  ^^ dexterous 
:ia  tbe^  use.  of  it  ;^\*iS,s  the  Iwe  Kentiiokiana  bore 
,4o    th^  dead.  Indians  (taking;  Afr^^  Tbokn^bn^s 

estimate)  fuUy  as  'SO-  to  ont ;. and. aronef  head 
jP9nld(  ^011  Y/smently'  .afford  .bint'  ovk  scalp,  ite 
'i$ati  ^piclipve:  to  ouriscflves  wJiat^a^acraipblbiihere 
(;Q4Pjjsi( ,  Jb^'^fi  b4e»^ff0r|tt|^  jferophii^s^  tVwfo^e 
I  £u|P€$H9lin>r6ad6  r'st  ediiifaiioo  r^e  iviU 
fjtt  desc^ii^iAgl^c^ (manner  ikuRfhich  thelofpftratidn 

jpfiJfisClpirtg  is  perfofimedi    Awpciilafi 
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roi  idboiit  three  inches  or  'mora/  in  diameter, 
IMtofdiHg  to  the  length  of  the  hair,  is  omde 
.vpbn^he  crtown  of  the  head.  The  toot  of  the 
inperator  is  then  pladed  on  the  neck  or  h^dy  of 
^the  Tiictim,  and  the  jfcalp^  o^r  tuft  of  skin  and 
.hair,  torn  from  the  senll  by  strength  of  arm. 
*im  noase  the  hair  is  so  short  as  not  to  admit  of 
ibdtng  grasped  by  the  hand,  the  operator,  first 
rwitfa  his  knife  tnrning  up  on»  edge  of  the  circle, 
applies  his  teeth  io  the  part ;  and,  by  that  means, 
*^uke  as  elFecft  sally  disengages  the  seaip.  In 
torder  to  presenre  the  precious  reliot^  it  is  then 
'trtretcbed  and  dried  opon  a  small  osier  hoop. 
MTha'  western  Indians  invariably  crop  their  hair, 
rHlmost  as  dose*  as  if  it  ivsere  eborn  ;  to  retaliate 
Itip^n  their  enemies,  probably^  by  dramng  some 
'Of  their teelik.  Au c^iptain  M'iCnlloeh'e  prisbner^ 
.^Was  a^vMaterti  Indians  we  were,  therefore,  wrong 
4il  soppMiag^tbat'tbe  A'mH*tcan officer practked 
^any  refinement  in  the  uxtot  s^xtlpingi 
•  The  body  o^^T^ecuaiisJiBh  was  recognised,  act 
i^liiily  by  the. Rritish  ^erlHcers  who  were  prisoner!, 
ftitti  by  comiAodor  Perry,  dnd  several  Americm 
M0fficers, '  An>Aliieridan  writer'(from  the  spot,  it 
>wdald  appear)  says  :^^^^  'There  was  a  kind  ef 
'ferocious  pleasures  vf  I  may  be  altered  the 
(MipresBion,  fn  contemplating  the  cdnt<^nr  of 
i:his.  ieatnresj  which  was  nni^estic,  even  in 
,  fdBaili.^t«-^P60r  chief }  theniii^ly  of  hkfi^furte 

^  See  p.  6%         f  Biiidit]L'«  PoL  and  Hist.  Reg.  p.  84. 
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rould  no  longer,  now  he  ivas  dea(d,  aw«  the 
Kentuckians ;  and  that  msyesty  was,  by  their 
merciless  scal|M|ig*kniTes,  soon  converted  int9 
hideousness.  Had  the  ^'  ferocious  pleasure'^  of 
Americans  required  no  further gratificatifnthaipi 
Tecumseh's  scalp,  custom  might  haive  been  tbeif 
exciufe.  The  possessor  of  this  valuable  trophy 
would  not,  it  may  be  supposed,  part  with  a  hair 
of  it.  Were  the  other  Kentuckians^  then,  to 
inarch  home  empty*handed?— Ingenuity  offered 
a  partial  n^medy.  One,  more  dexterous  tha^i 
the  rest,  proceeded  to  flay  the  chijef 's  body ;  then^ 
«o^ng  the  skin  in  narrow  slips,  of  10  or.  13 
incites  long^  produced,  a^  once,,  a  supply  of 
Toxor^Hraps  for  the  more  ^^  ferocious^^  of  bis 
brethren.  We  know  that  the  editor  of  the 
United  States'  govei^nmentopaper^  the  ^VNationa) 
Intelligencer/^  not  many  months  aga,^  flew 
itttot  «  violent  rage,  because  some  anommou^ 
wrijter  bete  had .  mentioned  the  ciicumstsance. 

.  It- 

liow  will  the .  ^iB^i^can ;  gojvei^nment  b^ar  to 
bear  the  fact  thiisr  solemnly,  repealed,  aceem- 
pamed  ^  by:  the  dec]|ii^9ii,  tbat  sonie  of  the 
British  oilers  .Yf^oeys^d  the  tninsaction,  and 
are  ready  to  testi%  to  the.trfi$h  of  it?"~Biit, 
liave  we  not  .^inmotm  testimoiiy  i^  support^  of 
;the  oharge  ?'«-The  same,wi;it^r  who  W:as4oatji^ek 
with  the  majesty  in  Tecumseh^s  countenance, 
and  who,  of  course,  would,  by  etefy  tnel^ns  in 

*  Ang.^f,  1817. 
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lis  power,  soften  down  an  account  that  reflected 
6o  high  dishonor  upon  his  countrymen,  says 
ihus !  —  *♦  Some  of  the  Kentuckians  dissrraced 
themselres  by  committing  indignities  on  his 
^ead   foody.      He   was  tsealped,    and    otheiitise 

^  Considering  the  importance  of  Tecamseh'si 
death  to  th^  American  cause;,  it- is  difficult  to 
'account  for  general'  Harrison^  omission  to  notic'e 
^t;  nnless  we  suppose,  that  the  general  did 
transmit  the  ^ccount,^  but  so  blended  with  Ihe 
<•*  indignities"  committed  upon  the  chief N'  per- 
son, th'^t  the  American  secretary  at  war/^wdihg 
a-  dilfficulty  in  garbling;  suppressed  altogtftber, 
Ihat  paragiliph  of  the  letter.  This  is  strengthened 
"by  the  circumstance  of  'the  Jlaying  ceremony 
feaviiig  been  the  topic  of  conversation  in  thie 
United' States,  very  soon  after  the  receipt  of  the 
t)fficittl  letter,  and  of  the  private  ones  fbVvr^rded 
•by  the  satne  ei^ess.f  We  nbi^'dfsetyve^  Wb^ 
^the  Aiheridan  editors  -wished  to  •  pJejtfdifce*  tSe 
pttblfe  mmd  agftinkt  tb^  charat t^r  of  'Teciiidielr. 
'One  of  the  thre^  editors' lias  b^en  boih^'atffiil 
imd  graceless  ehoiigli,  *to  lavish  encomf  A  nils  t^oii 
4ki^kamaniip  6f  the  '*^  Vdltinfteers  of  Kenttfiiky'.'^ 
Thcsdart  his  words  :-^"' History  can*  redbrd^l^ 
*heir  bdnor  thai,  not' 'merely  professing' W'bfe 

*  » 

,    f ,  Burdick'a  Pol.  nod  Hi9^. Reg.  p.  .84.       *    ,       .r.. 

+  The  Author  heard  it  spoken  of  in  Philadelphia)  about  the 
^idd^e  of  Optobe^. 
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«  a  •  «  • 

Christian  people,  thejr  gave  a' high  exai^j[>l6  of 
Christian  virtues.  For  evil  they  returnM  not 
evil.  For  criielt j  they  returned  mercy  and  p*-o* 
iection."* — Had  we  taken  up  Dr.  Sfliith'6  bdofc, 
:fi>r  thie  first  time,  we  should  have  pronOuneeA 
^his  «n  excellent  pi^ce  x)fll-ony,  ^  -   '       > 

»  m  •         •  • 

''■  On  the  day  ' succeeding  the-  battte  of  tb* 
Thames,-  major-general  Proctor  sent  captain  'Le 
Breton^  ot^  the  Newfoundland  regiment^  with 
B  flag,  to  general  Harrison^  requesting  y  tlmt 
fhumane  treatment  might  be  extended  to  the 
British  prisoners.**  f  Contrary  to  the  laws^ctf 
war,  however,  the  American  general  detained 
the  British  <)fficcr,  and  'sent  no  reply  to  tnajei^- 
'general  Proctor's  letter.  Soon  afterwards,  gene- 
Tral  Harrison  wrote  a  very  insolent  letter  to 
-major- general  Vincent,  on  the  subject  of  major- 
general  Proctor's  appltcdtion  ;  enclosing  letters 
'froin>  liOmeof  the  Bratllh  oflBl^ers,.  in  v^hich  this 
letter  mentioned,'  tbfit  they  were  kindly  ti^ated 
by  the  Americans.^  G^eral  Harriftbfl^^in  liig  kttet 
4o  genei^l 'Vineeht,  iavows' ^  a 'k^<»w)edge  of  the 
*  contents  of  tbese  ennlosifres.  *<^'The<imp¥e8sion 
rOnee  made,-  was  not  easvly  to  ^  be  -  erffaced .  ^hti 
*British*ofllcierS'SOOn  i^w  tbrougii  the  tnck  ;  sobii 
(began  to  repent  tbilt]  urged*  fey  prematura  grati- 
^t*de,*'they  had  so  grossly  deceiviBd  themselves, 
^iieir  friehdsj  and  the  public.  .'      - 

V',.      •  •    ■     ♦■      . 

,*  Historj  of  the.United  St&tes,  Vol.  IIL  p.  36?^ " 
' '     *     f  Sketches  of  the  War,  f.  176. 
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« 

On  tbe  S3d  of  Octob«r.general  Harrigon>  after 
garrisoQiog  Detroit,  Saadwich,  and  Amhent^ 
burgt  and  discharging  the  principal  part  of  bis 
Kentucky  and  Ohio  volimteers,  embarked,  with 
bis  disposable  regular  force,  on  board  commo- 
dore Perrj^s  fleets  to  join»  agreeably  to  thf 
orders  of  bin  government,  the  troops  on  the 
Niagara  frontier.  About  the  same  time,  the 
commissioned  aaid  nou-ccmimissioned  officers, 
and  privatesi  of.  m^or^general  Proctor's  late 
army,  were  transported,  by  water,  from  Detroit, 
to  the  portage  on  Lake  Erie^  distant  45  miles ; 
and  thence  ipmrched  to  Franklin*town«  distant 
139  miles.  Here  th^y  embarked  in  boats,  and 
proceeded  100  miles  down  the  Scioto  to  CfaiUi- 
cothe;  at  wliicb  place  some  of  the  npn«com- 
missioned  officers  and  privatels  were  detained. 
I'he  remainder  of  the  British  prkoners  again 
proceeded  by  the  Sciofto,  to  CinOionati  on  the 
Ohio, .  Here  and  at  NewfHHrt-town,  a  military 
depots  half  a^nnle  across  the  river,  was  detlaned 
.  a  pecoad  detacfc«i«iitt  oompndienduig  nearly  aU 
that  were  left,  of  the  non-'comafiissioned  offieeis 
and  privates.  The  small  remnants  consisting 
almost  wholly  lOf  eoismi^ioned^  officen),  pro« 
ceeded  to  the  r  ultimate  pmut  ^of  destination, 
Frankfoi^t,  in  jK^ltocky ;  Just  61 A  iniles  ftom 
Detroit,  and  about  the  same  distance  ^m  tlie 
nearest  Atlantic  port. 

Here,  at  Frankfort,  Kentucky,  were  ^^  colonels 
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Evans,  Warburton,  and  Baubee,   and  majors 
Muir  and  Chambters,^^  add  other  British  com- 
missioned officers/  thrown  into   prison.—Into 
what  prison?     The  Penitentiary,  along  with 
40    convicts^    condemned    for    murder,    rape, 
forger  J,  coining,  burglary,  horse-stealing,  &c. — 
Lest  the  reader  should  doubt  this,  he  will,  in 
the  Appendix,  find,  furnished  bj  the  keeper  of 
the  prison,  a  list  of  the  convicts,  their  criiqes, 
Wdd  sentences.*!:     ConuneUts  are  unnecessary* 
Yet,  general  Sheafie  did  not  behave  thus  to  the 
American  officers  who  surrendered  at  the  battle 
of  Qutensiown.:]:     Many  will  be  stktpri^ed  that 
this  mode  of  incarcerating  British   offi<:^eri  of 
rank  and  distinction,  taken  in  honorable  war, 
should  be  realized — not  at  Verdun  in  France, 
but — at  Kentucky,  in  the  United  States:  the 
land   of  liberty i  where,    among  oth^r    advan^ 
tages,  a  man  may  compound  for  ^^  shooting  his 
wi£B"t  by  a  four  years!  imprisonment,  but,  .for 

*<  horse-stealingv^t  ^^  runs  the  chance  of  remain* 
itkg  in  confinement  six  years  longer  f-^^Ltoving 
-our  poor  countrymen  to  ruminate  over  their 
misfortunes,  in  the  midist  of  company  so  respeci^ 
able^  ive  hasten  to  beguile  the  reader,  with  the 
busy  scenes  of  hostility  still  carrying  on  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Lake  Ontario. 

♦  Sfcetoliei  of  the  Wnr,  p.  17S. 

fApp.  No«53.  t^P'^Ol.  •    ' 
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CHAPTER  X. 

progress  of.  the  e^vpedifionfrcffti  Sackett^s  Harbor^-r 

Its  rendezvous ,  at  Grenadier  Jslaud — Mofntreaf 

decided  upon  as  tfie  point  of  altack-^^Feint  trpofi 

Kingston— Canhofidde  by  British  vessels  upon 

the    ehcarhpnient   at    French    Creek — General 

'     Hampton's  advance  from  Burlington^  to  form 

the  piyyposed  jimction-^Battle  of  Ckateaugay^*" 

.    .Defeat  of  gen^rdt  H^mptotCs  army^^Its  retread 

across,  the  lines— Further,  progress  of  the  expe- 

..    ditian' — Generai  WUkiman^s,  proclamation    to 

the.  CanifdiauM^rAttmk  on  JldatUdar-CouncU 

of  war  at  the  White  House — Landing  of  tf^ 

Americar^  troops— Skirmisfi  at  Hoop'pole  Creek 

^^Departurf  of  the  British  corps  of  observatiovk 

*    from  Kingston — fts  pr rival  at  Fort-fVelltngton^ 

'    and  its  disembafkation  at  Point  Iroquois — Mu" 

"    tuai  cannonade  'between  the  fival  gun-boats-^ 

Battle  of  Chrystlei^s— Retreat  of  the  Jtfnertcans 

T   .'^^Pursutt  by    the  British'-^Countil  .of  ^oar  at 

-;,  Bamharts^-^Siid^tti^i  termination  cf  the expediUtM 

M   r^RAmdrkson.-ihe^camesofitsfai^^ 

,^:  of  {h^Lqw^rC'onadia^imilitia-^GeMeritl,  H(mcmr 

son^s    nefo^  projefi^r-^His  ,  abandonmenl^',(^^.:J}ip 

[position  atth^  FrenQh^MiUs-^Dej^tructipff  of  his 

boais^  and  retreat  to  Plattsburg — Colotiel  $cotCs 

'     incursion  to  Malone,.    ' .     ,  ,  . '  . 

JL  HE  grand^^  or  Wilhmsoniane^^edkion  again 
claims  Qax:at;tentipii;  aiid.we  wUl  ehdeavour  at 
a  faint  description  (for  faint,  it  must  be)  of  tb^ 


perils;  both'  air/die  Veatflerr  aiickD^^Uie  eiwiny^ 
^bicii  it  eocaUnikred  hy  the- way  : :  not  oimttiiigf 
the  catastrophe  that  -  gave  a' turn  to  its^'destinan 
tion,  ae^  sudden  as  i  it  was  unexpteted  •       * 

Grenadier  Island;^  drstdnt  1^  mileg  fr&ai 
Saokett's  Harbor^  *  bad,  #wiiig<to  its  eptitigiiitjf' 
to  the  Sti  Lawrence^  been  chosen  for  the 
point  of  rendezvous/  As«  soon  as  e6miifio-i< 
dore  Channceyxould  place  his  squadron,  so  a» 
to  pre^eal!  the  army'  fi-om  being  ^^  eaterprised{ 
on.  by  .the  enemjr.  on  an  island/'  the  diviminr 
of  troops  .previounly  ststtioned  at  Sackett's  Hat* 
bor,  as  well  as  that'  wbich^  part-by  waierand 
part  by  Isind,  had  arrived  there  from  Hen^ 
derson's  Bay  and  Sand!y  Creek^  pushed  ofF^  in 
high  spirits,  for  Grenadier  Island*  Again  the 
wi^d  roared,  and  again  the  raiti-  pelted.;  but 
the  expedition  did  arrive,  in  -^scattered  fragw 
ments/'  between  the  17tb  and'.  34th^  of  Octobei^; 
The  army,  when  fully  assembled,  consisted  of 
four  brigades,  or  12  regiments^  of  infuiitry^  a 
corps  of  reserve,  a  strong  n66>rbginiefit,  tw0 
r^ments  of  dragoons,  and  three  regiments  of 
artillery,  to- which  were  attached  38  field^pieees^ 
exclosire  of  about  30. pieces  of' ^  battering  catf« 
non,  mortars,  howit2ers,&€.  From  the  Americaii 
official  returns  we  gather,  ^tbo^^  this  force 
amounted  to  8836  ^'  uon-<;oiiitmsstoned  oiHeer* 
^od^prrrates."  ■  *  ;;),>'; 
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Dwring  the  etaAj  pavt  <^th«  montky  ia  a  ow-** 
rttfOiuAencm  that  took  plaoe.  betvram  genenl 
Wilkinsott  and  commodore  Gkattnecyi  tke  feioMr 
states,  that  sir  James  Yeo,  witb  kisflsetyis  ta 
KiagstoQ^  sod  asks  the  conmiodore  i£  it  would 
be  in  his  power  to  eo-ioperate  widi  hk  squadma 
in  making  the  attack.    Tke  ooaunodore  nfiliesy 
-^^^  This  squadron  is.  now,  aad  alwaj^s  has  keea^ 
leady  to  coTopprate.with  the  army  in  any  enter«> 
]lrise  against  the  enemy,  where  it  oould  be  dpne 
widi.  i^feet."    Mr.'  Secretary  Armatroug«  who^ 
in.  order  to.  invigorate,  the  movemeiits  of  the 
anay^  Iwd  been  at  Sackett^a  Harbor  siaoe^eeriy 
ia  the  preceding  montk^  appears  to  have  taken 
kie  deteradnation  from  tke  above  chilling  '^toAtre 
iLcouid,  be  done  with  tjfecl;^^  for,  on  the  16th  of 
October,  he  writes  to  major-g^ieral  Hampton 
thus: — ""^  Advices  from  the  Bay  of  Cante  state, 
that  he  (tlie  enemy)  is  coming  down  to  Kingstoa, 
and  that  his  sick  and  convalescents,  to  thenumr 
ber  of  ISOO,  had  already  arrived  there.    He  will 
bring  with    him  about.  1500  effectives;  w^i 
thanks  to  the  storm,  and  our  snaiMiknt  mow^ 
meats  down  the  lake,  they  will  be^  there  befiiie 
Hfe  can  neack  it.    The  manmnvre  intended  is 
lest,  so  far  aa  regards  Kingston,     Wlmt.  we  now 
do. against  that.plaM,  must  be  doneibyhanl 
falowa  atrswae  risk/'"^ 

These  ''  hard  blows^'  which  8826  Anmritiauiy 

*  WUHMmm^ifil^^VoL  III.  p.3Cl. 
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might  mt^re  from  1600^  Brititli:  trMf»y  Mrad 
|Uiig8ton»  ^^  Montreal  i$  the  wki  and  greater 
dbJMt,'^  says  tlie  softi^heatted  fiecretarj,  '*  tlm 
iMaker  place^  and  you  will  find  there  the  smaller 
fooee  to  eneoimter.^'^  To  easore  a  still  '^  smallee 
Ibree''  at  Montreal^  the  next  place  of  halt  fw 
the  expedition  was  to  be  French  Creek^-J'  empty^ 
ing  itself  directly  opposite  to.  the  point  at  which 
an  army,  destined  ff>r  Krogston^  might  be  ^np^ 
posed  to  land.  The  e^cpedition,  oon^sting  now 
of  about  300  lairge  boatA  and.seows,  excluisiTtt 
of  schooners^  sloops,  and  gigs. ;  and  protei^feed 
by  l3  heavy,  ganrboats^  arrived  at.  the  creek, 
between  the  ^tb  of  October  anddd  of  No^^^mir 
ber.  As  a  precaution  i^iost  any  sudden  at^apj^ 
four^^  large  battering  16«p9tttidens,  anditwp;4(^ 
inch  howitzers^.''  had  been  put  in  scows»  readyn 
mounted,  accompanied  by  every  .requisite,  for 
faMtiog  a  fiiraaee.on  shore* 

The: ''  viident  wind  and  snow-storms'^  thai 
bad  been  so  long  ragingt  ceased,  on,  the  1st ;  but» 
on. the  eT)elIing  of  the  3d^  tJie  genius  of  the 
Caoadas- reswned  her  annoyance^. in  theslMipe 
of  ^'  two  brigSt  two  schoonens^and  several  gun^ 
boats/'  whic^,  ,aa  if  to  expese,ta;ridicule.  the 
Ameridan  comiQodoie's  assurAni^e*,  that  he  «ras 
^^^  in  a  intltation; to. watch  botb  chaimels/'  had 
got  oat  of  Kingston,  anddesaendedone  of  tlieni» 
tuna  enough,  to  cannonader'the  anny  at  its 

e  WiIUnsgii*s  fifte.  YqI.  IU.  p.44&    f  StePUtcUI.  sod  III. 
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dtnY»ivnpn|Mt,  %  the  creek  sid^'.  Tb^eeofty 
American  tS^ponnders/  and  mme  'field-pieces^ 
werc^  presently  mmmted-on  a  %at  rock;'a6d  9 
fiirnace  was  constructed;  The  Britigh  vessels;' 
however,'  sustained  little  or  no  damage ;  bot^ 
Mhrly  the  aext  morning,  wei^oompelled  to  retire,^ 
by '  t;be  4stidden  appearance  of  the  bo^ile  fleet. 

•  Surprising  n^s  it  ittajbe^  the  abore  88S6  Ame-. 
rican  troops,  with  theit  AS  guns  and  hofritzers^ 
formed  a  part  only  of  the  force  that  was  destined 
to  the  attack  of  Montreal ;  although  there  were 
^^  no  fortifications  at  that  cjty^  or  in  advance  of 
it,^^  ^nd  Only  ''  200  sailors  and  400  marines^ 
with  the  militia,  numbers  unknown  -/^  but  ther^ 
were ^  to  be  sure^  *^  9t500  regular  troops  expected 
daily  from  Quebed.^'  *  General  Hamptoni 
therefore^  with  the;  America  northern  armyv 
donskiting  of  dn  ^^  effective  regular  force  of 
4053'^  rank  and  file,  and  ''  about  ISOO  militia," 
had  Heen  ordered  to  advance  fVotn  Buflington, 
Vermont)  and  to  form  a  jupction  with  general 
Wilkinson  at  $t^  Regis.  As  some  little  obstruct 
tioiis  h^,  unknown  to  the  i^ommander-in-chief^ 
interfered  to  pr^venl  this  co-operation  of  the 
northern  army,  we  thall  leave  the  different 
generals  at  French  Creeks  arranging  the  flagg  df 
ifaeir '  ^brigades, '  while  we  atteild  to  the-  moi^e-^ 
menrfs  of  geneml  Hamptonv  .«  ^  ^  ' 

r  The  American  secretary  at  wdir,^in  the  amat 


letter  in  which  he  appears  to  feel,  by  anticipation, 
the  *^:  hiyfd  blows"'*  preparifig  for  bis  cowtryjoita 
at  Kiqg4toB,  ^ys  thus  to  major-general  Hamp* 
foil  :«^^^  tn  the  case  of  an  iminediate  descent 
of  the  .$t.  Lawrence,  the  army  will  make  its  way 
V>  Ifle  Per  rot,  f  whence  we  shall  immediately 
0fen,  a  com miinication  with  you.  Ui^der.  t heat 
DliM^iimiitances,  you  will  approach  the  m^utl^rof 
the  Chateau  gay,  or  other  point  ifhikh  s^atl 
favor  our  junction>  and  ,hok)  the  enenay  in 
chilli*''  The  m^jor-general  immediately  set 
abput  obeying ihis  prders;  and  the  finst  point. of 
heJltrat  which  his  army,  on  its  route  from  .Bar<^ 
lington;. excites  any  interest,  is^Chateangay  Font 
Corners,  a  fiwall  settlements  distant  five  ixiiles 
from  the  national  boundary -line,  and  abQnt.45 
from  the  now  pr^^oiaed  point  of  juncti^M^.  Here 
it  afri.v€4  on  or  about  the  8t;h  of  Octob^.  ,  Qene^ 
ical  Hampton- s  .^rce  he^  been  stated  4i<;  ''7<KKI 
infantry,  and,  aoo  cavalry  ;^^ J  but  v^0  hav^n0 
American  authority*  for  supposing  tJlKt  th)B  l^ltt^f 
exceeded  180,  or  the  former  5930,  making ]a  total 
ef  5700  men ;  accompanied  by  10;  pieces  of  can* 
npn. ,  This  army,  except  the  smaU  n^itia  ^ree 
atta^hfid  to  it,  was. the  same  that,  with  gfneral 
Dearborn  at  its- head,  paraded  acroes  the  lines 
and  back  to  Plattsburg,  in  .  the  autumn  of 
ISlif •§;   During  tiie  twelvemonth  that  had  since 

*  See  p.  308.  f  About  46  miles  from  Montreal. 

X  ApfkVtL  54. .  .VSee  p.  129.       . 
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Mcipseid,  the  men  had  been  dnlted  uiiki^  an 
ofteer,  4n^OT^geneT^\^za.Td,v/ho  bad  served  otie 
err  tw^  *  campaigns  in  the  French  araij.  Thifi 
tMops'Were  all  in  nniforufr,  wdl  clothed  attd 
^^nippedc  in  ditfrt,  general  flampton  com* 
Uatided,  if«  ndt  tb6  mMt  'aicifnerimB,  certainly 
the*  ifiost-  efiecttiTe,  regblar  army^  which  the 
Uulfcd  tStktis  were;  abl^-  to  «ehd  into  the  6M 
during '  the  late  War. 

IfiEiviAg  made-  arrangements  Jbat  sbaald 
^ttfturc  al  boinmanicfttion  with  general  Wilkin-^ 
son;  so  soon  -  as  be  had  piassed  Ogdensbnrg, 
general  Hampton  moved  forward  from  Fmt 
Corn^Vs  on  the  Slst  of  October.  On  the  same 
evening  the  advance,  under  major«*general 
Izard,  came  suddenly  upon  10  Indians,  who 
had  squatted  down  to  take  their  meal.  It  is 
slAdom  that  Indians  are  surprised,  biit  they  weii^ 
in  tfiiisr  Instance.  '  One  was  shot,  the  remainder 
i«d,  Thi^  the  American  editonsi  cjill «'  driving 
in  'the  British'  piquets/'  On  the  evening  of  «h4 
dSd  the  main  body  of  the  American  arm^ 
encamped  at  Sears^s,  diistaj!it  from  Chateaugay 
tfbout  25  miles.  The  engineerahad  been  com- 
piled to  cut  a  road  for  the  artiHei^ ;  and,  with 
great  labour  and  difficulty,  had  dragged  it  thus 
far  on  the  inarch.       •  / 

'  The  BrStish  advanced  corps  stationed  near 
the  frQBtiers,'  was  commanded  by .  lieutenant- 
colonel  De  Saluberry,  of  the  Canadian  'fencibles, 
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atid^ootiiistedof  ih^  twb  flabk  craii(>ahMs^o#  that 
edrp^;  Aur  eoki^anfeit  of  iro]lig<Qei»^  and  <  im 
fliak-'omfipankfi;  of  emlmdied  jiiiUtia  and  Cba*- 
i^ugay  ohasseurs,  placed  under  tbe^iimn^Bdiat^ 
tn^f^df  Ii€futidnaat<^oilon49l -Maddon^ll, latcf  of 
tte'Gtengarry's,  aad  who  so^^»tii^^hed  him^ 
ai§)f  at  Ogden^lMirg.'^  Tbe:  t^ole  df  t\A^  fovM 
^Iffd  not^ieeed  800-Tmik  atid'  file*  <7^tere  weri 
ttho  at  th6  post  It^  lAd&Mi^^  ttudbr  ^eaptatil 
Lamolte.  No  sooner  was  it  4no\vn  that't^^ 
JlemerieanarMyfaad  crossed  the  Vkme^^  tHan^4ieu- 
tenant^cblonel  De  ^l^l^rry  <>omftneneeii  operas 
iidtis  <o  <eheck  Hisr  adva^ice;  *  HaV^Ag  sel^eted  a 
|>l^ition  on  the  noHh-wefiit  sid^Wth<fe  diateau^ 
^y  river,  along  which  riliis  the  roaldf  bj^  i^idi 
g;eneral  Hampton  would  bie  boMpelled  to  ^^d^i 
to  Isle  'Perrot,-  the  Heutenaht^colbnel  canned 
tre^to^lie  felled,  and  placed  as  tempbrarybf^ast^ 
mbrX^  on  the  banks  of  four  deep  ditehes,  or 
ra^lneish,  which^  issuing  frwik^  a  thitoli  wbo<l^ 
crossi^d  the  road,  and  w^fe  distant!  fr^m  iejieh 
other  about  930  yards. 

In*  Order  that  the  eneuiy^s  artillery  miglirit 
not  be  brought  to  bear  upoA  thfeis^  hastily :*'conJL 
Isrtruotfed  breast* wOrks^,  Heutenant-colonet  ' De 
Saluberry  sent  forward,  to  a  spot  about' a  mile 
and  a' half  in  advance  of  his  iirM,  oi-  ociter  fine, 
a  party  of  axe-men  to  destroy  the  bridges^  arid, 
with  the  fVagments  and  fallen  trees,  to  abailhj 

t  Seep.  i96. 
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or  obstruct  the  road.  That  the  ^^orkiag  pftrtjr 
•tot  on  thig  service  might  not  be  molested  bf 
the  enemy's  skirmishers,  it  was  aecompnnied  bjr 
tiro  sttbaltem^s  d^achments  of  volligenra^  Aa 
American  editor^  in  his  accooiit  of  this  ^^suooas- 
sion  of  breastworks/'  says  that  the  rear-most 
one  '^  was  well  supplied  with  ordnance/'*  On 
the  contrary,  not  a  gun  was^  QpK>unted  there ;  aad 
the  nearest  guns  were  two  0-pounders,  stationed 
about  seven  mites  oC 

.  Qn  the  night  of  the  25tU  colonel  Purdy,  at 
th^  head  of  the  first  brigade  of  the  AmerieaB 
army,  forded  the  Ch^t^aiigay  riyer,  and  marcheid 
down  the  right  bauk,  for  the  purpose  of  flanking 
the  British  positipii,  whil^  major^'general  kardi 
with  the  second  brigade^  should  attack  it  io 
frovt*  It  was  not,  however,  till  the  n^ct 
morning,  at  10  o'clock,  that  the  Attiertcan 
troops  appeared  in  sight  of  the  working  party  oo 
the  l^t  bank.  The  two  picqijet?,  after  exchfiog- 
lag  a  few  shots,  retircsd,  to  the  abe^iit^i  whitlier 
the  firing  had  brought  lieutemmteolopel  Be 
Saluberry,  with  a  small  force,  which  he  instantly 
drew  up  in  line ;  placing,  in  ej^tended  order> 
captain  Fergusson's  company,  of  the  Qinadiaii 
jfenciblesy  flanked  by  29  lndians»  on  tJh^  right 
and  centre ;  aqd,  on  the.  left,  extending  to  the 
river,  captain  J^an  Baptiste  Duchepay's  com- 
pany of  voltigeurs*     The    third,    or  captain 

e  Sketches  Qt  Uie  War^  p.  187. 
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Ju^herau  Duchesnay's  company  of  Toltigcurs, 
along  with  about  60  of  the  Beanharnois  militia, 
was  thrown  back,  en  potence,  on  the  left  side  of 
the  abaiiis ;  so  as  to  flank  the  approach  of  colonel 
Pardy's  brigade  against  the  few  Beauhatnois 
miHtiu,  stationed  on  the  right  bank  of  the  river. 
The  little  band  of  Canadians,  thus  assembled  on 
the  front  line,  amounted  to  no  more  than  240 
rank  and  file.  *  The  renminder  of  colonel  I)e 
Suluberry's  force,  exclusive  of  a  few  Beanharnois 
militia  on  the  right  bank,  was  under  lieutenant- 
colonel  Maccfoneirs  command,  and  distributed, 
as  a  reserve,  behind  the*  different  breastworks ; 
the  outermost  of  which  was  upwards  of  a  mile 
in  the  rear  of  the  ahattis^  now  about  to  be 
attacked. 

Soon  after  the  lientenant-colonel  had  made  bis 
disposition,  general  Hampton's  second  brigade 
of  infantry,  along  with  some  cavalry,  advanced 
across  the  plane  in  front  of  the  ^io^/i^.  The  Cana^ 
dians  commenced  firing,  and  continued  it  with 
such  effact,  as  tb  check  the  forward  moventeht 
of  the  enemy ;  who,  after  remaining  motionless 
for  some  time,  wheeled  to  the  left  inio  line, 
and  then  opened  upon  the  Canadians  a  iq>irited 
firev  wfaiuh  presently  tdrove*  the  skirmishers,,  sta^ 
tiAiied  nter  to  the  lefl,  behind  the  front  edge  of 
die  0bmtti9*  -•  The  Americans,  although  they  did 
not  oioonpy  one  foot  of  the  ahc^is^  nor  lieutenant- 
colonel  De  Salaberry  retire  one  inch  from  the 
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ground  on  which  he  bad  been  .standing)  cek«> 
brated  this  partial  retiring  as  a  retreat.  Thej 
>vere  |iot  ajittje  surprised,  howeTer,  to  hear  their 
tiuezds repeated  by  the  Canadians,  accompanied 
by  aHQJse^t^i  times  more  terrific  thah  even 
f  *  cdloiiel  fioarstler's  Stentoriaa  vcwwe,^^  By  way 
nf;  tf nitBiating  his  little  band,  when  thus  momen- 
tarily pressed,  colonel  I)e  Saluberry  ordered 
th0  bugleman  to  sound  the  advance. .  Tlus 
was  .  heard  by  lieatenant^ctriojiel  Macdonneil, 
who,  thinking  the  colondl  Ivas  in  want  ef 
siippoH:,  caused  his  own-  buglei  to  answer; 
pusd  iatmeddately  advantoed  with  two  of  his 
companies.  He,  at  the  sanle  time,  sent  10  or 
13  bnglemen  into  the  Adjoining  woods,  with 
orders  to  separate,  and  blow  with  .ail  thdr 
ihight.  This  littlh  ruse  i!kguef*re, led  the  Ameri- 
eiins  tt>  believe,  that  they  bad  more  tlM>usands 
than  httiidreds  to.  contend  with^  and  detiBTred 
them )  frbfai .  even  atteikipting  to  penetrate  the 
dbaUis.  V 1  hey  contented  'tKems»Wes  widi  a  longs* 
S^hot  warfare,  in.wliichi,  irooii  the  nature  .of  the 
de&mjesy  they  were  almost f the  only  an£Esrers« 
'  Oh ftbei opposite,  or  tfight  bank.ofi  ^» raver, 
tolondl  Purdy'^  briglide;  akthoaghiie^het^ittdllii 
norbi^^afiitworks  interfepcd^to  epposeitkadfcmtee, 
liad;:&fed  no  betti»r  tfanli  iila$or*genendiiiiaaii^i^ 
Mher  overpowering  about  OOibf  the  BeaMlMbnofti 
Hdilitiai  under  captain  firuyerey.tfae-  A|iiefwans 
fitted  acEoss.the  river  at«  tfae^kftloF  tteiithnoilti 
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edlooel.Df  S9}fiber0'$  line;  a«id  ("f^fivrftd  a 
prompt  fire  in  return  fr^m.  tha  )e£t  pf  €dpl»Mi 
1.  Baptiste  DuMshesnay^s,  aiid  the  rigbt  of  caj^in 
Juchetau  Dnchennay's  caa»|ian]e9/Qf  voltig^ura. 
Lieut^itant-efiloiiel  MaQdotonull)  previous. tp.  hit» 
adranaeto  the  front  line,  bad  sent,  across  the 
river,  at  the  ford,  jby  w:9ty  of  supporting  the 
Beauharoois  militia,  eaptain  I>aty^s  c^mpapj  i){ 
militia,  uumbeiriDg  7Q  mien*  Th^  latter,  taking 
.with,  him  sui^h  of  the  B^auharnois  men  b$  had 
railed,  advanced  along  the  river-battk;  w^re 
be  uneifp^edly  eneonntei^d  .  a  ^part  of  the 
c^eipy,.  emerging,  iiei^  great  fofcoe,  ^lom  the^mii^^ 
Ci^tain  J)p]y's:mQii^  m  they  had  bMn tough t.bj 
ljleutej»ant*(^loneL  Macdonnell,  iined  i  a .  volley^ 
kneej^ng.  The.  return-Tolley  was  fixed. by  tenr 
fold  numberp>  ^nd,  but  for  that,  precaution^ 
would  have  d^^^royed  nearly  the  whole  of  captain 
Daly's  command*  As  it  was,  he  received  a 
severe  wopndfifmd^  with  his  >  men,  itever^l  of 
wiv>m  were  wpiunded,  and  himself,  ^.seoond 
time,  was  compelled  tu  retireat.  The  Aipericans» 
in  their pui^iui^,. had  1» p^m  oppositeto  the .to1|- 
tigeurs  who  jii^d  h^m^^Wfionedten^pQtince^  and 
^%which  poii||;.  cplopel  De  Sjalnberry  hAd  just 
.  arrived  iErmn  the .  f^n t .  i^ne.  Here  tt e  enemy^s 
ffh^ute  of  vict^rgr  wf^re.  suddenly  stojiped  by  la 
heavy  and  weljlidirf  eted  fire  from  the  companies 
en  potenGe.  This,  threw  the  Ameri^n  l;«oopa 
into  the  greatest  co^fusion^  and  drove  them, 
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with  preeipitetion,  into  the  woods  from  wbicli 
they  had  just  advanced. 

It  adds  to  the  value  of  this  gallant  moming^s 
work,  which  was  achieved  by  less  than  400  rank 
and  file»  that  the  British^  of  rather  the  Canadian, 
loss  amounted  to  only  two  killed,  16  wounded^ 
and  Jbiir  fiiiissing:  three  of  the  latter  were,  in 
the  otfleial  return,*  incliided  by  mistake  among 
the  killed.  After  the  firing  had  ceased  a^iQst 
the  British,  it  by  no  means  ceased  altogether ; 
for,  no  sooner  did  darkless  come  on,  than  the 
American  tjroops,  stationed  in  the  wood  oA  the 
Opposite,  or  vight  bank  o(  the  river,  commenced 
a  most  idestructive  fire  upon  *  each  other ;  and 
continued  i^  during  the  greater  part  of  the 
night.  Just  as  day  dawned,  about  20  Americans, 
Mistaking  some  of  the  Canadian  milkifi  on'  the 
left  bank  for  their  o^t^n  people, '  wei^e  compelled 
by  them  to  surrender.  In  the  -cdurse  of  that 
day^  upwards  of  00  bodies  ari4  graves  Were 
found  by  our  people,  on  the  right  bank;  a][sO 
a  large  qaatltity  of  muskets,  drUmi^,  knapsacks,  i 

provisions,  &c;  fvevy  thing,  in^  short,  mdicated 
the  confusion  into  which  the  Americati^  had 
been4h#own  j  list  previous  to  their  relriat.'  On 
the  28th  ^  party  of  the  Beauhartiois  ^ ihilitia' 
destroyed  some,  newly  erected  bridges,  ivithin  ^ 
mile  of  the  enemy's  oamp.  On  th^  siimee veiling 
the  ladiuDs,  Ufider  captain  La  Motte^  proceeded 
'         '  *  App.  No.  IS. 
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tliroagh  the  woods,   and   came    up  nvith  the 
enemy's  rear  guard.     Here  a  slight  skirmish 
ensued^  in  which  ^he  Americans  lost  one  killed, 
and  seven  tfKOUBded.    On  the  next  day  general 
Hampton^s  army  broke  up  its  second  encamp- 
ment, and  was  on  the  high  road  to  Four  Comert;. 
On  this  day,    or   the  day  preTious,  eaptaiii 
Debartzeh,  of  the  militia,  Was  sent  to  the  Amerii 
can  head*quarters  with  a  flag.     When  he  stated 
the  number  and  description  of  troops  by  whicli 
general  Hamptcm  had  been  opposed,  the  latter, 
scarcely  able  to  keep  his  temper,  insisted'  that 
the  British  force  amounted  to  7000  men;    Oh 
lieing  assured  of  the  contrary,    he  asked,-^ 
*^  What,  then,   made  the  woods   ring  so  with 
bugles?'' — Captain  Debartzch  e^rplained  this; 
but  it  was,  apparently,  to  no  purpose. 

The  American  historian  who  undertakes  to 
narrate  the  battle  of  Chateaugay,  has  certainly 
no  enviable  task  to  perform.  One  editor  brings 
himself  through  pretty  well,  by  not  stating  his 
own  force  at  all^  and  then  designating  ours  as 
^  a  considerable  force  of  British  regulars,  well 
supplied  with  ordnance.''  He  names  several 
American  officers  who  ^^  were  particularly  dis- 
tinguished ;"  and  assures  us,  as  he  did  at  the 
battle  of  Stoney  Creek,*  that  the  army  retreated 
^  on  the  advice  of  a  counciL^f     Mr.  O'Connot 

« 

*  See  p.  21 1.        f  Sketches  of  the  War,  p.  18S. 
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S6^  ^l  sb^me  at  defi^up?,  and^deeUoes  boldlf , 
tha^  «( the  whole  American  force  .^«gaged  did 
mot  exceed  aeSm^ii,  qn  the  «de  v^here  the 
gi^«test  force  ^  the  eaemy  niete  #ppqwd ;  the 
.oth^r  jregiyn6|it8.4id  9Qt  arld?a  tiiitU  lAe  nraBient 
w^eHthe.eof  Day  were  miring^  9nd  wcare  only 
lonoied,  and  in  line» .  but  took  no  part  in  the 
engagement."*  In  anath^r  fi^i/i^  be  says :  *'  The 
h^jdsbips  the  American  army  had  endured,  the 
OQntinual  rains  thfM:  were  fiiUiii^;a«d  the  ofaetmc- 
ti<m»''  (pver  .  which  any  soldier  might  have 
Jumped)  ^^  in  fronts  would .  have  damped  the 
ardor  of  troops  .less  diiefiosed  to. disregard  all 
suffermgs  smd.  perils  in  pursuit  of  glory,  and 
in  the  service,  of  their ;  country;  but,  on  the 
cw^mfy  f^rt^^ng  .largely  of  the  ^rit  which 
inspired  their  c^tippimander  in  ohicf,  every  indl- 
Tidual  seemed  uncommonly  .einfilous  of  the 
enterprise.'^  Mr.  O'Coiinor  afterwards  lets  m 
into  the  secret  of  what  kind  of  '^  s|>irit'^  it  was 
which  the  troops  delayed  from  their  commander's 
example.  He  quotes  a.  part  of  colonel  Purdy's 
despatch,  wherein  the  latter  says :  ^*  I  have,  in 
common  with  other  officers^  been  induced  to 
believe,  that  he  {^enevfl  Hampton)  was  niider 
the  in^ufsnce  of  a  too  free  use  of  •  spirit uonSy 
liquors.^'*  The  editor  of  an  Anieriean  news- 
paper^ the  "  Albany  Register,^*   compliments 

♦  Hist,  of  the  War,  p.  133. 


^^  thebraye  Hampton^  and  'kis. Spartan  ^baiid/^ 
for  their  performances  at  Chsteattgay ;.  and  tUb 
^rithout  meaning  it  as  a  joke. 

From  these  amusing  details  we  turn  to  the 
solemn  asseTerationsofAmerioan  oMcersengaged 
in  the  action.  Colonel  William  King/ of  the 
3d  rifle  I'egiment,  part  of  g^ieral  Hampton*«( 
fbfM,  aitdf  who  had  been  despatched  with  the 
intelligence  to  major-general  Wilkinson,  iU'^ 
formed ithelatter,  that  general  Hampton's  army 
had  been. defeated  by  a  party  of  about  dOO  men ; 
adding  tlibt,  altHough  he  could  not  speak  with 
preci»oh  4of  the  number  oppoi^  to  the  Ameri-* 
cans,  the  latter  certainly-  bbd  'to  jcuntend  with  a 
very<  inferior' force,  and  that  the  best  troops,  ot 
those  iipon  the  right  bank,  behav^  in  the  nimt 
rasoally^  manner .  * 

It  is  an  additional  sati«iifaction,  to  find  it  stated, 
in  the  same  American  work,^  that  the  forc^  under 
niajof-general  HaMipton,  was  atleasM:  5500  men. 
This  bbttle  was,  indeed^  sadly-  bungled  by  the 
Americans.  Had  colenel  Pnfdy'i^  ttfi«ln  {muh^d 
bdldiy!  fbrw^rds  ta  the*  Ibrd  at  which  ^ptain 
Daly^  crossed,  t&ey  <iiooiild^  -bive  *  got  into  the  rear 
oft^olonel  De  Saltlbtsrry's  position,  ahdt^mpeli^d 
hiii  small  force  to  silft'end^r.  They  had  nothing 
to  fear  Aom  reinfdfcemi^ntss^  for  no  Btitisfa 
regulars' were  within  20  miles  ^ef  •  the  spof^ ;  and 
eren  they  were  not  ptitin  mofion  to  iftopport 

♦  Wttkinson's  Mem.  Vdl.  III.  j^.  74,  tn.  ' 
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colonel  D^  Saliiborvj.  The  miacamage  ori- 
ginated partlj,  BO  donbty  in  the  ignorance  or 
treachery  of  the  guide  employed  by  the  Ameri- 
can  general*  We  have  sought  in  v^  through 
doctor  Smith's  book  for  any  account  of  the 
Chateaugay  battle ;  and  yet  the  cant-phraae  of 
nil  these  ^'  litemry  gentlemen*^  who  take  upon 
ilieuitelves  to  write  <f  history,"  is^  to  be  *'  stadi- 
ouisly  impftdial.'^ 

One  circnmstanoe  in  the  statement  gt?eii 
of  the  British  force  by  Messrs.  Thomson  and 
O'Connor^  had  almost  itocaped  as.  .  By  way  of 
adding  to  the  difficulties,  againM  which  the 
Ameiican  troops. tuul  to  combat,  these  editors 
will  insist,  that  the  ''British  regulars'^  within 
the  <  breast^ works  were  '^  commanded  by  dr 
C^orge  Prevost  in  person  ;''  branding  their 
assertions  on  the  official  letter:  and  yet  the 
more .  positive  of  the  two  declares  the  smne 
offipial  letter  to  bequite  ''  improbable^  and  wide 
from-  the  truth /^^  The  fact,  is,  «ir  George 
prevpst,  having  been  tisittng  some  posts  in  the 
H^lil^nrhood,  did  Mrive  at  the  inner  brtest* 
^OF^'jwt  as  the  imtioti .  eaded^.  He  received 
colonel  De  Salube^ry's  report;  and,  after  be- 
stpin^ng  praise  i^pon  him  i|nd  his  little  party, 
left  the  spot.  If  sir  Qeoyge  ^uld  employ  a 
fub^ti^ute  to  write,  the  o^ci^d  letter  of  a  defeat, 
Iav which  h?,  unfortunately )  oonim^nded,  t  what 

*  History  of  the  W w-  R  J  40.         +  See  p.  1 7«. 


diffitiilty  is  th^re  in  sup|KiBiRg,  that  lie  cduld 
himsdf  write  the  official  letter  of  a- victory,  in 
which  he,  fbrtunatelj,  did  not  comomnd  ? 

Not  feeling  himself  safe  at  the  Fomr  Corners, 
guneral  Ham{»tony  on   the   11th  of  November, 
l»r<^e  up  his  encarofHneht,  and  retreated  through 
Alorris-tovFu  and  Chawe,  to  Pkittsbarg ;  taking 
with  him  only  five,  out  of  .45,  days'  praVisioniK. 
Now  let  us  neturn  to  the  expedition.'   Commo- 
dore Chauncey  having  driven  the  ^^  teasing*^ 
British  vessels  frpm  the  bay  opposite .  French 
Creeki  the  guns  and  tsoops  were  re-embarked  ^ 
and,  on  the  morning  of-  the  5th  of  November^ 
Ibis  expedition  which  wss  to  capture  or  hUvm-up 
Montreal,  floated  down  the  stream, ''  windjighf, 
but  favorable.;  weather  pleasant,'^  and,  at  midi 
iii^tv  arrived  at  a  place  called  iioag*s,  fwit 
mites  below  MokrrisviUe,   and  about   40  from 
French.  Creek.      At  this  point  the.water-pro*^ 
€C«»ion  halted,   preparatory  to  passtng    F#rt^ 
Wellington,    distant  .«ix  miles  farther^     The 
general  here  drew  up,,  agreeably  to  established 
^iistom,  a  proclamation,  addressed  to! the  inba^ 
bitants  of  the  country  he  was  about  to.conqiisr.^ 
For  its  brevity,  no  less  than  its  moderation^  it 
f^r  surpas<»es  any   thing  of  the  sort .  hitherto 
promulgated  by  an  American  genend.    On  the 
following  day,  the  7th,  the  powder  and  amiwini^ 
tion  were  landed^  and  placed  in  eight  waggons ; 

{  ♦  App.  No.  57.  .    •   - 
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and  t\m  troops,  except  pnoagh  to  man  t\i^  boats 
futrongly,  werealsoJahdcd.^  As  soon  <as  it  was 
quite  dark,  the  boats,  kee]nQg  clbse  on'  the 
Ogdeosbarg  tide,  and  nmffliag  their  oars,  passed 
Foift* Wellington)  .\rith  little  or  no  injury ;  and, 
in  ordor  to  re^embaik.  the  troops  aniA  amaMai- 
tioD,  halted  again,  opponte  to  the  tied  Mill,  14 
miles  belcrw  Ogdensburg. 
.  On  the  aftarnooi^  of  the  7th,  colonel  Macomb 
was.  ordered  to  land  an  tlra  Canadhin  side,  wiA 
^'^bout  11200  men/^  for  the  purpose  of  driTing 
the  British  from  the  psoniiaent' points  of  the 
liv^r,  and  particularly  from«For<«*Matilda,  where 
the  Hirer  is  little  onore  than!  600  yaedjs  wide. 
Observing  some  people  on  th^r  shore^^be  -oolcmel 
iMided  bis  men  s«  under  the  iire  of  the  enemy/' 
^hQm  he  rated  at  '^^  about  20l>  milstia  iaad 
ludians,  aad  100  regulsurs  ;^^*.  but  cvptaili  John 
BidfUe;  who  Aiasalsof  present,  says  :^^^  They  {die 
tea1»)  weroiired  at  by  somp  mili^y  perhaps  AG 
oil  CO. " t  The  colonel  says  :^^ '  One  o^ffieer  of  the 
fegliliH^  t  fiKiceS  wais  taken .''-  ^  Captam  Biddle^  in 
<|tthliiksatioti  of  this^  says  :-^*^  We  took  prisoner 
eaptejttt  Green,  of.  the  oomt^tssavy's  departiiieirt.^ 
DiMTingtibe  mareb  of  the  American,  troops  fitHa 
the  point  of  landing  .to  Matilda,  distant  dne 
mileibelow,^Mwo  platoons,  b^ihg  unable  ti 
^tii^feb,  'in  confii^fioence  of  the  darkness, 
fired  at    each  oiherJ*      On  ai^riving    at  Fort* 

•  Wilkiiiion'9  Mem.  VoVlII.  g.  m.      f  Ibid.  p.  303. 


•MatilAat,  thttd  misfttotMbg  thdre;,  layiiUtf  Atlie- 
^MMlc»ptaiil/^  which  ibdiciited  th«t  it*  falld 
hwn  h9iiMymhJBkkthmfA.  \  There  was  aaartiUeiy 
tbt pe« :  No  artilfevy  «r  miniitions  of  war  wf»e 
fmind/^  'The*t4MtriearR4)oloiiiil  says  :«*^*^  Here 
(at  f^HKMstilda)  we  ^i^^etfl^  the  enemy  would 
tmice  a  stand;  bat  tfafyraii  off,  leaviiig ^%'Ae 
ot  ten  Anskets^^^t  vi'belfaeri  witili  -  or  withMrt 
lotelGB-no  whefe  ap{>earfcr^  aftdntbe  ool^nel  aeta<* 
aHy  dqpobetf,  ^f(k  <all  id^is^joii  oji*li,)  tlult  <'  thtst^ 
was,    at  MaitiMay  ^  every: :  imdicalioii  nf  a  ^iarge 

On  the*  forenoba  ot  tbe  %th  the  boats  arrit'^d; 
and  halted/ at '«he  White  iioase/ ^{^oisfit^  <ttf 
Matihia; '  Atihitt^cMwt  theidragebiiswer^'eari 
tied  ^acfoss,  from  the  American  'Side^  'iii  ih^ 
artillery  scows.  White  the '  ^pedHbn  rest^ 
hefeyg^nenri  Wilkiiisbn)  having  just  been  advised, 
^iby  :a  eonfidential  inleiligeneer  diwet  from 
Mottfreal,.  employed  and 'paid  by^cok^el  SftUt 
of£  \  the  en^ineerst^^  that  the  Brttiirti  Had,  **  at 
Gorawnll  400  Y^ular  troops^  at  the  ^Jotekm^A 
jLtar,  an  island  opposite,  IO66,  and  at- the  C^dat^ 
2  or  aoo/":]:  sbmawMed  »  c«#adi(o#  bhr^^pi^:: 
eipili  officers ;  to  wbotti  4fe  ^stat^>bi«  fo¥e«  "ei 
^'  TOOOinoa-eommiesionedbitoew  and  prit^tes;^^ 
aild^deohsireclheilooked  fon^ard*  to  the  juncti^ik 
wiffh  ]geiieral  <Hampten  at  iSt;* Regis.'    The  .sniall 

♦Wilkinson's  Mem.  Vol.  III.  pi  305.     "  +  Ibid.  p.  162. 
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^M^  at  Montreal  and  its  immediate  neigliboiir* 
hood*  was  also  stated ;  when  four  of  the  genend 
officers  decided  to  *^  proteed  to  attack  Mont* 
rwl^  ihe  object  of  the  ecpeditimi ;"  the  remaining 
two  qualified  their  assent  with-^'^  becanjse  we 
know  of  no  other  alternative/'  The  only  fuurt 
of  this  document  that  surprises  us»  is  the  reduced 
amount  of  the  American  force.  We  can  con- 
ceive that  some  loss  bad  ensued  from  sickness^ 
desertion,  and  other  easualtiesy  but  n^  equal  to 
the  differemse  between  883d»  and  7000^  non« 
commissioned  officers  and  privates.  We  must 
suppose  that  th^  general  bad  begun  to  be  less 
sanguine  in  his  expectations ;  and  that  he  stated 
the  force  at  his  immediate  disposal  somewhat 
b^low.  the  truth,  in  order  to  induce  the  council 
to  adopt  the'  safer  proceeding. 

Jn  the  afternoon  of  the  9th  ot  November  the 
6otiUa  arrived  at  Williamsburg,  on  the  Canadian 
shore,  near  Chr^rettler^s  field.  From  this  place 
colonel  Bissel  was  sent  down  the  river ^  with 
about  409  m<en,  to  reconuoitre  a  small  iriand^ 
up6n  which  some  Canadian  militia-men  were 
supposed  to  be  stationed,  and  brigadier-^neral 
JBrown  was  ordered  to  laiud  on  the  Canadian 
side,  with  his  own  brigade,  the  elite  corps,  and 
a  detachment  of  artillery,  amdunting  in  all  to 
«^  from  2300  to  2500  men/'f  ^^d  drive  the 
British  troops^  if  any  should  be  discovered,  from 

s  See  p.  304.  t  WUkioson's  Mem.  Vol.  III.  p^  89. 
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the  shore;  down  which  he  was  to  march,  to 
Barnbart's,  a  distance  of  about  20  miles.  At  the 
same  time,  in  order  to  lighten  the  boats,  so  that 
they  might  descend,  with  less  danger,  a  long 
and  violent  rapid,  called  the  Long  Saut,  briga- 
dier-general Boyd  was  ordered  to  land  with  ^'  all 
the  well  men  of  the  other  brigades,^'  excepting 
a  sufficient  number  to  navigate  the  boats;  in 
prder  to  prevent  the  British  on  the  rear  from 
niakingan  advantageous  attack;  and,  if  attacked^ 
general  Boyd  was  ^^  to  turn  about  and  beat 
them/^*  The  American  commander-in-chief 
further  ordered  that,  ^'  in  case  of  an  attack  in 
force,  beyond  all  expectation/'*  the  two  bri« 
gades  were  to  form  a  junction. 

Colonel  Bissel,  with  his  detachment  of  infantry 
and  artillery,  protected  by  four  gun-bpats, 
lande4  on  the  inland  near  the  foot  of  the  dreaded 
rapid,  and  was  told  by  some  females,  that  '^  the 
enemy  AacfA^en there/'  Brigadier-general  Brown, 
on  the  morning  of  the  10th,  advanced  on  his 
march  along  the  Canada-shore,  and  arrived  about 
noon  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Hoop-pole  Critek, 
distant  from  Chrysller's  farm  about  12,  and 
from  the  village  of  Cornwall, f  on  the  St.  Law- 
rence, about  seven  miles.  At  the  latter  place 
was  stationed  captain  Dennis  of  the  49th,  with 
one  Serjeant,  and  one  rank  and  file  of  that  regi- 
ment, 300  militia  belonging  to  the  counties  of 

•  ATilktosoD'sMem.  Vol.  III.  p.  151.      f  See  PJsvte  II. 
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Dundass  and  Glengarrj^  atid  38  liidians.  Tlie 
}n.stant  this  active  officer  was  apprized  of  geneiral 
Brown's  approach,  he,  with  his  small  force, 
sallied  forth  to  endeavour  at  checking  his 
advance.  He  first  destroyed  the  bridge  across 
the  creek,  and  then  so  distributed  his  men  in  a 
thick  wood  bordering  on  the  opposite  bank, 
that  their  fire  distracted  the  American  troops^ 
and  caused  them  to  suppose  thej  had  a  numerous 
^nemy  to  contend  with.  Although  '^  some 
rounds  of  grape-shot  were  fired,''*  no  loss  was 
sustained  on  oiir  part.  The  Americans  admit  a 
loss  of  several  men  killed,  and  one  officer,  lieu- 
tenant Corry,  of  the  25th  regiment,^ wounded. 
This  trifling  skirmish,  and  the  breaking  up  of 
the  bridges,  delayed  general  Brown  s  march, 
upwards  of  three  hours  ;  4:hereby  enabKng  cap* 
tain  Dennis,  not  only  to  carry  off  all  the  stores 
that  had  been  deposited  at  Cornwall,  but  to  save 
from  capture  12  batteaux  that  were  proceeding 
to  Kingston.  One  of  general  Brown's  officers 
states  captain  Dennis's  force  at  ^^  4t>r  500  Scotch 
n^itia  and  Indians."  Another  officer  will  insist, 
it  was  **  co/ow^/  Dennis  of  the  regular  army,'*  with 
800  men.  Most  of  the  other  officers  say,  1500 
men,  besides  Indians.  So  many  troops^  under 
the  command  of  a  captain^  would  look  suspicious: 
therefore,  those  who  had  raised  the  men,  found 
no  difficulty  in  promoting  the  officer. 
*  Wilkinson's  Mem.  Vol.  III.  p.  301. 


These  *^  Jj500  men"  were  "teaming?' .tUe  gPWSh 

JF^I  in  front,  aad  a  li\^e  AMpfcer  v.ere ,"  b^^ngi^g 

pp  and  disturbing'' hji^  rear.     Halving  rejlijice^ 

tj^e  ibriner  fjall    tjiTep-^urih^,   wg  shall   nosy 

preceded  to  give  an  ^coufit  of  wbut  the  latter 

^ciOll^sted.     As  ^pfffi  as  the  djsfi^rt^re   Qjf  the 

e|^dido|i    fr^oJiii,    Frep/pb    Creek    bad  poii^^teijl 

fOUjt  its  reqj  destination,  major-geneiral  D^^xft^ 

ti^iibff^,  wbq  l|^d  just  arrived  from  ;Qfi.eeQst9|ivJ9 

n^h  jtbe  49th  regijqient^  ffi^djd  pri^p^rations  tp 

harass  its  rear.      On  the  4th  of  November  /th^ 

^vyo  flank-^conoipanies  o^   tbftt  .  regiment    jwe^re 

^n$bc|d  on  to  Fort-Welji^gton.    The  di4^saI^}^ 

fiv^e  now  ^t  Kingston. amounted  to  eig^t  veijr 

^Wi^ak  comtpanies  of  the  A^^h^  and  nine  equally 

'M;eak  companies. of  the  24.  battalion  of  the  89tb, 

.  under  lieuteowt-cplon^l  jj^prxi^qn  ;  whQ,on  the 

.jnorning  of  the  7th,  taxiing  with  him,  besides 

the  remains  of  those  regiipents,  a  small  dt^taob* 

.ffk^nt  of  artillery  >and  ^rti^erj -drivers,  ha,v^ng 

iin  charge  two  .6- pounders,  the  whole  amoiii^- 

ing   to    about   &Q0  rank  and   file,   epibark^^ 

fifk  board  the  Beresfqrd  and  Sir  Sidni^y  S9[Ui|i 

^f^hOPners,  seven  gun-boats,  and  a  quantity  qT 

batteaux,  manned  from  the  vessels  of  the  f^eet^ 

«fii)d    cqminaniled  by  captain  Mu|caster,  .R.N. 

This  distinguished  officer,  bidding  defiance  to 

.commodore    Chauncey*s    annihilating    threats, 

stood  Qut   of    the   harbor,   with    his    flotilla, 

and  dropped  down  the  St.  Lawrence  to  Fort- 

Y  2 
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Wellington..  Of  this,  general  Wilkindon  iiad 
certainly  reason  to  complain ;  because  common 
dore  Chauncej,  only  three  days  previous,  *  bad 
ptoniised  him  that,  in  case  sir 'James  should 
detach  any  of  his  force  down  the  north  channel, 
he  would  send  a  sufficient  force  down  to  oppose 
him.  Lieutenant-colonel  Pearson  bad  resumed 
the  command  of  Fort- Wellington;*  and,  on  the 
8th,  joined  his  force,  consisting  of  the  two  flank- 
companies  of  the  49th,  of  detachments  of  the 
Canadian  fencibles  and  voltigeurs,  of  militia- 
artillery,  with  a  6*pounder,  and  of  half  a  dozen 

•  •  •  • 

provincial  dragoons,  in  all,  about  240  rank  and 
file,  to  the  division  under  lieutenant-colonel 
Morrison.  The  two  schooners,  drawing  too 
-much  water,  were  here  substituted  for  batteax  ; 
and  the  whole,  within  a  few  hours,  were  again 
advancing  towards  aii  enemy,  whose  numerical 
force  was  nearly  ten-times  superior. 
'Oh  the  &th  lieutenant-colonel  Morrison, 
w^ith  his  corps  of  observation,  landed  at  Point 
Iroquois,  on  the  Canadian  side  of  the  St.  Law- 
rence, and  distant  from  Fort- Wellington  13 
nbiles.  In  the  course  of  this  day  the  Indians 
had  a  slight  skirmish  with  general  Brown's 
piquet,  in  which  the  American  major  Forsythe 
and  one  of  his  men  were  wounded.  On  the  10th 
thie  British'  encountered,  at  WeaverVpoint,  in 
Williiamsburg,  general  Boyd's  advanced  corps; 

♦  Sec  p.  135. 
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but,  after  a  few  rounds  from  the  6-pounderSj| 
the  Americans  retired.  At  noon  on  that  day 
captain  Mulcaster  got  sight  of  the  American 
gun-boats,  and  drove  six  of  them  behind  a  point, 
near  to  which  a  part  of  the  American  army, 
protected  by  a  battery  of  two  IS-pounders,  was 
stationed.  Considering  the  smallness  of  captain 
Mulcaster's  force,  and  the  impracticability  o/ 
his  i^treating  up  the  river,  it  required  all  the 
skill,  .as  well  as  gallantry,  of  that  officer  to 
carry  on  his  manoeuvres  with  safety.  On  the 
morning  of  the  11th  the  British  gun-boats 
*'  continued  to  scratch"*  poor  general  Wilkinson ; 
and  were  again  cannonaded  in  return,  not  only 
by  the  American  gun-boats,  eight  in  number, 
{four  having  been  detached,)  but  by  the 
18-pounder  battery  on  shore. 

Colonel  Morrison's  British,  and  general  Boyd^s 
American,  detachments  of  troops  being  now  very- 
near  to  each  other,  w^  will  endeavour  to  shew 
their  relative  strength.  The  British  force,  in- 
cluding 342  of  the  49th  regiment,  amounted  to 
800  rank  and  file  ;t  besides  lieutenant  Andersoi^ 
and  about  30  Indians,  who  had  accompanied 
the  detachment  from  Kingston.  General  Wilkin^ 
son,  in  his  amended  officvdl  letter,;}:  has  contrived 
to  swell  this  force  to  "  1 800  regulars,  300  militia^ 
and  40  Indians,  total  2170 ;"  and,  in  a  note  to 
his  massy  *^  Memoirs,^^  written  long  subsequently 
•  App.  No.  59.         f  Ibid.  No,  58.      '  %  Ibid.  No.  60. 
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to  thdt  letter,  the  Anierican  general  actuiMjf 
Tentures  to  state  thils : — *^  The  enemj  sheweB 
3500  men  in  '  battalia',  on  the  llth,  and  this 
force  was  beaten  back,  by  1700  of  our  ancli6<^<i 
plined  troops,  upon  a  reserve  of  700  nien ; 
inaking  the  whole  strength  of  the  enemy  3800 

_  » 

taeh/^*  Yet  colonel  Walbach,  who  wM  in  the 
action,  and  *'  had  a  fair  view  of  the  enemy ^^^ 
swore,  at  the  generars  court-martial,  that  he 
supposed  ^'  the  whole,  regulars,  Indians,  and 
militia,  to  have  been  between  11  and  1200."  f 
And  as  a  farther  proof  that  general  Wilkinson 
had  been  grossly  ihidhformed,  major-generak 
Lewis,  Boyd,  Covington,  and  Swartwout,  all 
'^  concurred  in  opinion,'^  that  the  British  force 
which  appeared  on  the  plane,  '^  on  the  after- 
noon of  the  10th,  amounted  to  about  500,  and 
was  not  sufficient  to  prevent  th&  advance  of  the 
American  troops."  J 

having  settled  the  point,  as  to  the  amount  of 
the  British  force  present  at  Chrystler^s  on  the 
11th  of  November,  our  next  task  is  to  fix  that 
of  the  Americans.  General  Wilkinson,  in  his 
first  letter,  declares  that  general  Boyd's  "  force 
engaged  did  riot  exceed  1800  men."  In  his 
second  letter,  the  general  corrects  his  omission 
of  a  force  of  600  men,  under  lieulenant*colohd 
l^pham.     How  ate  we  to  reconcile  this  state- 

*  WiikinsoD's  Mem.  Vol.  IIL  p.  65.  +  Ibid.  p.  151. 

f  Ibid.  p.  123. 


m£Pt:of  geqeral  Boyd's  fffvce,  with  that  CQDt;aiQe4 
iDthe  note  to  the  generars  book,  a]lr^adJ  quoted ; 
or,  both  those  stateinen|:$,  with  the  following 
n^w  ^^sertion :  ^'  The  force  under  general  ppyd, 
frliieh  engaged  the  enemy  at  Chrjstler's,  was 
mp^rior  to  himJ*^  ?*  Consequeqtly ,  it  ought  to 
hare  exceeded  '<  3200  men :"  which  was  not  the 
case.  Major-'general  Boyd  had  six  pieces  of 
artillery;  twp^  in  the  first  instance;  and  fpur 
that  werei  brought  up  along  with  colonel  Upham's 
reinforeemic^t.f  As  to  the  quality  of  general 
Boyd's  detachment,  we  may  gather  that  .:^om 
general  Wilkinson  himself.  ^^  To  lighten  the 
batteajux,"  says  the  general,  in  his  address  to 
the  court-martial,  '^  9nd.  save  the  army  from 
insult,  brigadier-general  Boyd  was  ordered  to 

land  with  a  select  detachment. '^^X  ^^  ^^^  only 
three  days  previous  that  general  Wilkinson 
stated  his  effective  fprce  at  '^  7000  non-cou[imis- 
sioned  officei*s  and  priyates."§  General  Brown^s 
detachment  is  stated  not  to  have  exceeded 
SaOO  men;  colonel  Macomb's,  for  the  daring 
service  at  jFor^^Matilda,  1^00  men;  and  colonel 
Bisseirs,  with  which  he  boldly  landed  upon 
a  deserted  island  .near  the  long  Saut,  400  men. 
Admitting  neither  of  these  detachments  to  have 
^-joined,  this  would  leave  2900  men  for  the 
force   under  general   Boyd,   and  for  the   few 

L*  Wilkinson's  Mem.  Vol.  III.  p.  451.         +  Ibid.  p.  162f., 

I  Ibid,  p  490.  §  See  p.  303.  ^ 
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troops  stationed  on  board  the  flotilla,  to  assut 
the  crews  in  navigating  the  rapids.  That  no 
other  of  the  2900  remaining  troops  were  absent 
from  the  field  at  Chrystler's,  we  have  the  best  of 
evidence,  that  of  general  Wilkinson  himself. 
After  he  has  said  :  '^  I  directed  600  men,  under 
lieutenant-colonel  Upham,  and  major  Malcolm 
to  reinforce  brigadier-general  Bojd,"  he  adds, — 
"  and  ordered  every  man  capable  of  bearing 
arms,  who  could  be  spared  from  the  boats,  to 
sustain  the  troops  engaged/'* — However,  the 
disparity  betiveen  lieutenant-colonel  Morrison 
and  major-general  Boyd  is  already  so  great, 
that  we  can  cede  to  the  latter  a  deduction  equal 
to  half  the  amount  of  the  former's  force ;  and 
yet  leave  on  the  American  side  a  **  select 
detachment"  of  2500  infantry,  dragoons,  and 
artillery  ;  supported  by  six  field-pieces. 

No  sooner  did  general  Boyd,  whose  force  was 
at  this  time  believed  by  the  British  commander 
to  amount  to  *'  between  3  and  4000  men," 
evince  a  disposition  for  battle,  than  the  latter 
tindauntingly  drew  up, — to  borrow  an  Ameri- 
can phrase- — ''  his  Spartan  band,"t  in  order  to 
indulge  his  adversary.  Having,  on  his  march  by 
Chrystler's  farm,  selected  a  position,  the  lieu- 
tenant-colonel formed  bis  men  in  the  open  fields, 
upon  a  f'i*dnt  of  about  700  yards.  The  flank 
companies  of  the  49th  and  the  detachment  of  the 

•  Wilkiosori's  Mem.  Vol.  III.  p,  491.         +  Sec  p.  299, 
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Canadian  fencibles,  with  a  6-poander,  were 
posted  on  the  right,  a  little  advanced  on  the  road 
that  passed  the  farm-'house.  Still  further  to  the 
right,  and  resting  on  the  river,  were  three  com* 
panics  of  the  89th,  under  captain  Barnes,  formed 
en  Echelon;  accompanied  by  the  second  6*pottn- 
der.  The  remnants  of  the  49th  and  8Mh 
regimen tsy  thrown  more  to  the  rear,  with  the 
third  6>pounder,  formed  the  main  body  and 
reserve ;  extending  to  a  pine  wood  on  the  left. 
This  wood  was  occu]>ied  by  the  detachment  of 
Canadian  voltigeurs  under  major  Herriot,  and 
bv  lieutenant  Anderson  and  his  30  Indians; 
both  parties  haviiig  stationed  themselves  some- 
what in  advance. 

The  American  army  was  drawn  up  in  three 
columtis ;  and  four  out  of  the  six  pieces  of 
artillery  were  planted  so  as  to  enfilade  the 
British  right.  At  about  two  o^clock  the  British 
skirmishers  were  attacked  by  the  American  21st 
regiment,  of  632  rank  and  file,^  under  colonel 
Ripley,  assisted  by  the  artillery;*  and  were 
driven  in  upon  the  main  body.  Mr.  Thomson,  so 
famous  in  battle-^narrative,  thus  describes  colonel 
Ripley^s  exploit:  "  Upon  entering  the  open 
field,  he  discovered  the  British  advance,  consist- 
ing of  the  49th  and  Glengarryf  regiments.  With 
these  he  immediately  commenced  an  action^  in 

•  Wilkinson's  Mem.  toI.  III.  p.  126. 
f  Not  a  man  of  the  Glengarry's  waf  in  the  field. 
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««hicb.  be  twice  charged  these  united  r^gimento, 
fiitber  of  if  hich  bding  more  tbau  eq/ml  to  the 
21st,  and  drove  tbem  over  the  ravines  and 
fmc€H  by  wbicb  Chrystler*^  field  was  intersected ; 
when  they  fell  n^n  their  main  body/^f 

At  about  half  past  two  the  action  becawe 
geaend*  The  whole  of  geaeral  Swartwoot^s 
brigade,  of  which  the  21st  formed  part,  attempted 
to  turn  the  British  left ;  but  was  repulsed  hj  the 
remnants  of  the  40th  and  89th  regiments,  oi 
united,  not  more  than  415  rank  ^id  file.  These 
two  corps  now  moved  resolutely  forward,  firing 
occafidonally  by  platoons.  In  the  meaawhOe, 
general  Coviagton's  brigade^  siqiported  by  four 
pieces  of  artillery,  had  assaqlted  the  British 
nghU  The  49th  and  89th,  immediately  took 
groand  in  that  directiooi  €n  ^chelan^  and  for-med 
in  line  under  fi, heavy  but  irregular  fire  frossi 
the  enemy,  who  was  drawn  up  within  half- 
musket  i&bot  distance.  A  repe^tition  of  the 
steady  platoon^firing,  which  so  disconcerted  thie 
other,  noMT  threw  into  confusion  this  brigade. 
The  200  men  of  the  49th  then  proceeded  to 
charge  one  of  the  American  guns,  but  were 
restrained,  in  consequence  of  a  charge  made 
.upon  the  right  by  a  body  of  American  dragoons, 
.under  adjatatit-general  Walbach;  who  would 
.have  bad  it  in  their  power  to  attack  «the  49th  in 
the  rear.     But  the  dragoons  were  so  warmly 

»  Sketekes  of  the  Wftr^  p.  184. 
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receivciiil  by  captain  Barneses  three  coitipaAttt 
^  the  80lhy  and  the  6^)^oiinder,  that  they  quickly 
retreatled.  The  69th  companiea,  following  up 
their  ad^antage^  rapidly  charged  upon^  and 
captured,  the  &>poui^der  posted  opposite  to 
tbeirSi  By  this  tiitie  major-general  Covington 
had  received  a  mortal  wound,  *'  which  threw  kis 
brigade  into  oonfusiim/^*  In  spite  of  the  arii^ 
val  of  colonel  Upham^s  reinforcement,  and  ef  a 
supply  of  animunition,  the  American  troops 
gradually  hist  ground;  till,  at  about  half-past 
four,  they  gave  way  at  all  ]>oints.  Their  light 
infantry  attempted  to  cover  their  retreat,  but 
was  driven  away  by  a  judicious  movement  on 
the  part  of  lieutenant-^oionel  Pearson*  The 
detachment  for  the  night,  under  the  command 
of  lieutenaht-colonel  Pienderleatb,  occupied*  th« 
ground  from  which  the  enemy  had  been  dtiveit. 
Had  the  19th  light  dragoons  been  attached  to 
colonel  Morrison's  force^  the  Americans  might 
have  been  immediately  .pursued,  and  a  great 
number  of  them  taken  prisoners.  But  the  great 
disparity  of  numbers  forbad  a  night-* pursuit 
by  infantry;  especially  as  the  enemy  had  the 
means  of  reinforcing  himself,  so  as  to  have 
encreased  his  superiority  to  a  height  that  must 
'have  given  him  success. 

Hitherto  the  battles  between  the  British  and 
American  troops  had  been  chieQy  bush-Jighiiug 

-*  Sketches  of  the  W^r,  p.  184. 
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skirmishes.  Now  they  met  in  an  open  champai^, 
where  there  was  no  shelter  for  the  American 
riflemen,  nor  rests  for  their  pieces.  All  was 
conducted,  as  general  Wilkinson  says,  ^^  in  open 
space  and  fair  combat.'^  So  steady  was  the 
firing,  and  so  prompt  and  regular  the  move- 
ments, of  colonel  Morrison^s  little  corps,  that, 
on  their  part,  it  resembled  a  field-day,  rather 
than  a  destructive  battle.  Theii:  •  opp^ments, 
although  three-fold  in  number,  fell  before  the 
superior  tactics, — not  to  say,  as,  in  a  similar  case, 
an  American  writer  would,  superior  bravery, 
of  the  British  regulars.  The  American  troops, 
besides  their  want  of  discipline  and  inexperi- 
ence, had  difiiculties  to  contend  with,  none  of 
which  are  mentioned  in  the  American  accounts 
of  the  battle.  They  had  been  under  arms  all 
the  previous  night,  during  an  incessant  rain; 
and  had  to  march  to  the  attack  over  ploughed 
ground,  almost  knee-deep  in  mud.  This  was 
certainly  discouraging  to  men,  of  whom  we  do 
not  think  quite  so  highly  as  general  Wilkinson 
has  made  a  British  officer  declare  he  did,  in  the 
expression: — *•'  Your  troops,  sir,  are  the  bravest 
men  I  have  ever  seen.^^* 

.  The  loss  of  the  British  on  this  occasion 
amounted  to  one  captain,  (captain  Nairne  of 
the  49th,)  two  drummers,  and  19  rank  and  file 
killed  ;    one   lieuteucint-colonel,    one   captain, 

•  Wilkiason's  Mem.  Vol.  III.  p.  65. 
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nine  subalterns,  |ix  Serjeants,  131  rank  and  file^ 
wounded;  and  nine  rank  and  file,  and  three 
Indians,  missing;  total  182. — ^This  is  one  more 
than  appears  in  the  returns;  because  lieutenant- 
colonel  Plenderleath,  having  been  struck  in  the 
thigh  by  a  grape-shot,  as  he  thought  slightly^ 
did  not  report  himself ;  but,  in  a  day  or  twb 
afterwards,  lie  experienced  much  uneasiness  from 
his  wound.  Lieutenant-colonel  Pearson,  and 
captain  Davis  of  the  quarter-master-generars 
department,  each'  had  a  horse  shot  under 
him.  According  to  general  Wilkinson^s  second 
official  letter,  some  one  had  been  hoaxing  him, 
with  an  account,  ^^  that  tlie.  enemy's  loss  ex- 
ceeded 500  killed,  aiid  wounded/^  For  the 
American  loss  in  killed  and  wounded,  we  want 
no  higher  authority  than  the  general's  first 
letter.  By  that  it  appears  that  102  were  killed, 
atid  237  wounded;  total  339.  Not  a  word  is 
said  about  the  missing,  or  prisoners;  although, 
besides  the  100  and  upwards  in  our  possession, 
more  were  hourly  bringing  in^  at  the  date  of 
colonel  Morrison's  despatch. 

Mr.  O'Connor  favors  us  with  the  conclusion 
of  major-general  Boyd's  report.  The  general, 
to  whose  epistolary  qualificatiotis  at  least  we  are 
no  strangers,*  admits  that  "  the  result  of  this 
action  was* not  so  brilliant  and  decisive"  as  he 
could  have  wished ;  and  has  the  assurance  to 

♦  See  p.  ^54. 


jtty :  '*  The  enfeMj  vTi^w  «%ip^rior  to  ^§  l#  iMRiRr 
bens,  and  gteatly  supeiwr  in  |>0Mtip».,  aod  SHfi- 
ported  4^7  aeiren  ^r   ^igbt  hejarjr  g¥a<'beaftf/' 
Tbe  first  of  these  ^wertioiis  Beeda  v»  answer; 
4lie  second  may  be  ti!«e ;  .and.,  as  to  the  thurd,  it 
may  be  replied  to  by  the i^uestion, — What  kttA 
become  of  the  13  gunrboats  attaiehed   to  ^ 
American  flotilla?    Mr.  Boyd  actually  t^rmir 
ntftes  his  farcical  letter  with,-^^*  When  all  thssis 
ctrcomstances  are  reoolleoted;  'perhaps  tluus.day 
may  be  tboaght  to  have  added  some  repniatioji 
to  the  American  atoms/'*    After  this*  we  can 
•scavcely  be  surprised  at  any  ioconsiatencies  in 
the  official  account  of  general  WilkiJMSQn  ;  who, 
lying  on  his  sick  paUet,  had  to  contrive  a  letter 
as  well  cas  he  could,  out  .of  the  statements 
'brought  to  him;  among  which  be^  no  douht, 
very   cheerfully  inscoted,   that   '^  the   front  of 
the  enemy  was  at  first  ^rcbd'back  more  than 
a  mile/^  and  that  ^Stbey  .never  regsained  t4ie 
ground  they  lost.^'    Cokmel  IMosrisHn's  main, 
body  never  lost  an  inch  of  ground  :  on  the.  con- 
trary, it  advanced  upon  the  American  line,  or 
how  could  it  have  captured  the  j>iece  of  artillery, 
and  the  more  tliao  100  prisoners  ?    Haiving  .con- 
tributed nothing  to  fight,  the  general  endeavours 
to  argue,  us  out  -of  the  victory.    He  appears  to 
have  thought  that  colonel  Morrison,  with  bis 
800   men,  was  purposely  sent,  not  merely   to 

*  Hwt.  of  tbe  War,  p.  144. 
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iiratch  the  movement,  and  try  to  tni  off  a  part, 
but  to  surround  and  oapture  tiie  wliole,  of  tiie 
8000  metiy  whom  he,  the  general^  was: conduct- 
ing in  such  haste  to  MontreaL  It  is  admitled, 
en  all  sides^  that  colond  Morrison  did  not  do 
this.  Had  he  made  the  attenipt>  he  would  hare 
Imd  himself  open  to .  the  dhaige  which  the  gene- 
ral so  strongly  urges  against  his  own  troops,  in 
the  words — ^*  In  the  American  service,  temerity 
is  too  often  taken  for  bravery,  &c.*^*  That 
colonel  Morrison,  however,  by  bis  i^lendid 
victory  (for  we  insist  upon  calling  it  so)  at 
Chrystler's,  did  not  only  ^'  retard/^  but  mainly 
contribute  to  break  up,  the  wild-^goose  expedi- 
tion of  messieurs  Armstrong,  Wilkinson,  and 
company^  no  reasonable  man  can  doubt. 

Major-general  Boyd^  with  all  bis  swaggering, 
considered  himself  as  the  beaten  party ;  or  why, 
when  general  Wilkinson,  through  his  aide  de 
ramp,  colonel  Pinkney,  inquired  of  him,  ^^  Whe- 
ther he  (general  Boyd)  could  maintain  himself 
on  the  bank  that  night,''  did  he  reply,  ^^  that 
he  could  no<''?t  The  same  officer  deposes,  that 
general  Wilkinson  exclaimed  against  l,he  boats 
putting  off  from  the  Canadian  shore,  and  at- 
tempted to  stop  the  movement ;  remarking, — as  a 
proof  how  rightly  he  then  judged, — '*  that  the 
enemy  would  say  we  bad  run  away,  and  claim 
a  victory ."f    Mr.  Thomson's  account  is  an  echo 

*  See  p.  W.  f  Wilkinson's  Mem.  Vol.  III.  p.  311. 
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of  general  Wilkinson^s  letter^  enriched  with 
some  observations  of  his  own.  ^^  An  impartial 
examination  of  the  result/'  urges  the  historian, 
^^  will  lead  to  the  conclusion,  that  it  was  a 
drawn  battle;  or  that,  if  any  advantage  oc- 
curred to  either  party^  they  were  decidedly 
•gained  by  the  Americans.^^  *  This  is  saying, 
with  Ralpho, — 

*^  For  those  that  sare  themsclres  and  fly, 
Go  halvei,  at  le^t,  i'  th'  Tietorj." 

But  the  generaVs  admission  of  the  severe  loss 
he  had  sustained,  renders  only  partially  appli- 
cable the  next  couplet  : 

<^  And  sometiines,  when  the  loss  is  small, 
And  danger  great,  thej  challenge  all/' 

Mr.  Ctonnor,  in  his  account,  is  more  than 
usually  eloquent.  "  This  battle,^'  he  says,  "  was 
contested .  ivith  a  courage  and  obstinacy,  that 
perhaps  had  ho  parallel.  To  witness  undisci- 
plined troops,  and  unexperienced  officers;  sub- 
stituting courage  and  patriotism,  in  place  of 
military  knowledge,  and  thus  opposed  for  three 
hours  to  a  regular  army,  was  a  sight  on  which 
the  guardian  angel  of  America  must  have  looked 
with  exulting  gratification.  Amidst  a  shower 
of  musketry,  SLud  shrapnel-shelhy  the  brave  Ame- 
ricans, insensible  to  fear,  dashed  into  the  ranks 
of  the  enemy,  whose  position  was  strengthened 
by'  ravines  and    thickets.     The  enemy  retired 

*  Sketches  of  the  War,  p.  186. 


/  ^fm^AT  BBITASII: :  AJTD  AJiBllICA*  337 

f0T  more  than  a  mile  before  the  resolute  and 

repeated  charges.    The  brigade,  first  engaged, 

biad  expended  it«  aoiniaiiition,:aad  was  comr 

peUed>  to  retire,  in  order .  to  pf&tme  a  snpply. 

This  movement  so  dismncerted  the  li&ev  as  to 

rendei^  it  e|:pedient  fbr  another  brigade  to  rettM« 

The  artillery^  owing  to  the.  nature  of  the  gvouttd, 

coald  not  be  brought  up  until  after  thi^  event. 

The  fire  of  the  artillery  was  very  destructive  to 

the  enemy;    but  when  directed  to  retire,  in 

l>assing  a  deep  ravine,  one  piece  wns  lost,  but 

not  till  after  the  fall  of  its  gallant  leader,  lieu* 

tenant  Smith,  and  most  of  his  men.    The  whole 

of  the  line  was  re*formed  On  the  borders  of  tho^o 

woods  from  which  the  enemy  had  first  been 

driven ;  when  night  coming  on,  and  the  stontt 

90llti|l^ing,  and  the  object  of  attack  having 

been    fully   accomplished,    the    troopei    were 

directed  to  return    tct^  the  ground    near   tht^ 

flotilla;  which  movement  was, executed  in  good 

order,  and  without  any  ioterruptiQn  from  the 

enemy.''*    Doctor  Smith,  having  the  advantage 

of. gleaning  from  both  his  brother  hiirtorians, 

could  not  possibly  miss  incorporating  into  hie 

accoupt^,  Mr^  O'Connor's  iegenious  story :aboi£t 

the  piece  of  artillery  stickjing  in   the  ravine 

M'hile  the  troops  were  retiring.     ^^  The  rai^y,''. 

adds  the  doctor^  '^  having  seJS&es^  the;  abandoned 

piece  of  ordnance,  claimed  it  as  a  trophy  of 

♦  Hilt,  of  the  War,  Pv  1 «. 

VOI-.   I.  z 


inoiwy/'  •  Nor  has  he  binkttd  4ittr  «i  1900  iii 
kUl<9d  and  wounded  ;^  asraring  bis  readefs,  that 
t^;. there  cataaot.  be  a  doubt  of  the  enemy^i 
dfl%9t.^^  As.  both  Mr.  O'Connor  and  doctor 
$mith  adflkit  that  the  Anvmcasis  «<  retired/'  and 
gftt  dear  off;  yet  idaiin  for  them  the  irictofj, 
yfimt  is  this  but  friend  Ralphd's  argument : 

<<  For  those  who  run  from  th'  enemy, 
Engage  them  Equally. to  fly; 
•  i     Add,  wb«a  tHe  flgh0  Itoeosiet «  ehaee, 
...     :Tlioie  wvr  the  4f|y  that  wiir  the  i«ce."t 

On  the  evening  of  the  d^y  of  battle,  the  Ame- 
rican infantry  embarked  iiir  ibeir'  boats.  Their 
progress  ^«  in  the  descent**  elf  tftfe'St.  Lawrence, 
lA  ^ry  raconically  expressed  in  the  di^ry  of  the 
American  captain ''  Faige.  Here  are  the  worcis': 
*Mlth.— Battle ;  embark,  and  sail  down  the 
river  about  four  miles ;  land  on  the  American 
didre';**^  we  itaay  add,-^to  be  Out  6f  harm's 
^^•.  The' next  day  the  American  troops  re- 
embaiiied,  and  proceeded,  at  a  fbriotis  rate 
d^n  the  nipids,  to  BarnhartV,  near  to  Corn- 
vfAl.  At  this*  point  major-general  Brown's,  and 
tbe  <i^her  detachments  joined.  Soon  afterwards 
aftWed  colonel  AtKinson,  inspector-generalof 
^1&  (Sivision  uiider  major-geheral  Hampton, 
widi^  a  letter  from  the  hitter  to  general  Wilkin- 
son/^ateil  ^  Tour  Comets,  KoV^mber  8.    In 

♦  HUtoi'y  of  the  United  States,  VoL  m.  p.  264. 
t  WUkinsbn^ft  M«moirs^  Vol.  III.  p.  289. 


eREAT   BRITAIN  AKD    AMB^tCA:  9^^ 

This  leffei*  general  Hampton  suggests  a  point  of 
Sanction,  preferable,  in  fcis  opinion,  to  St.  Regis; 
tmd,  <aflter  stating  how  the  roacfs  are  abattied 
arid  obstrQcted,  even  by  Champlain  and  Cog- 
tiawago,  which  is  the  route  he  piioposcs  to 
take,  subjoins  this  consolotary  assuraiice :  "  Bat, 
by  the  emplbymerit  of  pack-horses,  if  I  am  not 
orerpowered,  I  hope  to  be  able  to  pre^'ent  your 
starving/' 

Since  the  first  appearance  of  day-light,  on  the 
morning  of  thie  l2th,  colonel  Morrison,  wren  his 
victorious  troops,  now  reilaced  by  their  loss  at 
Clirystler's  to  about  620  rank  and  filJ,'had  pro- 
ceed^ down  the  Canadian  shore,  still  further 
to  annoy  the  invading  foe.  Scarcely  had  colonel 
Atkinson,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day, 
flbliVered  his  letter  to  the  almost  distracted 
general,  than  information  came,  that  the  ^**t'*fiiz- 
ing*'  enemy  was  again  within  a  few  hour's  mare^ 
of  the  American  encampmetkt.  A  coi'tncil  wto 
instantly  summoned ;  which,  imitating  in  pbint 
of  despatch  that  assembled  near  Stohey  Cifeik,* 
so6n  gave  it  as  their  imanimoiis  opinion,  **  That 
the  attack  on  Montreal  should  be  abahdoi^^d 
for  the  present  season^  and  flie  army  near  Cora- 
wallbe  immediately  crossed  to  the  Amerioaii 
shore,  for  taking  up  winter  quarters."!  Accord- 
ingly,  on  the- breaking  up  of  the  council,  the 
dragoons  and  the  artiHery-horses  passed'  over  to 

♦  Sec  p.  21 1.  t  Hist,  of  the  War,  p.  144. 
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tlM  Araerican  side  of  die  river ;  and  proceeded 
.to  French  Mills,  a  settlement  so  called,  sitcmte 
upon  the  riffbl  bank  of  the  river  Salmon,  close  to 
where  it  intersects  the  national  boundary  line. 
.  An  armj  of  upwards  of  €000  men,  with  an 
immense  quantity  of  artillery,  would  necessa- 
rily occupy  a  considerable  time  in  embarking. 
.There  was,  therefore,  no  occasion  for  the  gene- 
ral  to  say :  '*  I  remained  on  the  Canadian  shore 
till  the  next  day/'  *  If,  indeed,  he  and  his  troops 
sore  ^titled  to  any  praise  for  their  exertions 
during  the  progress  of  their  voyage  from  Fort- 
George,  ilt  was  when  the  whole  of  them  con- 
trived to  huddle  on  ho^xA  their  vessels  at  Barn- 
liart's ;  to  descend  the  St.  Lawrence,  15  miles, 
to  the  mouth  of  the  Salmon  river:  to  ittcendihat 
stream,  seven  miles,  to  French  Mills ;  and  there  to 
disembark,— all  in  the  course  of  one  day.  That 
this  actually  took  place,  we  have  American  evi- 
dence to  show.  Captain  Paige's  journal  con- 
cludes with  the  two  following  items: — ^*  13th, 
Sail  to  Cornwall.^'—*'  13th,  to  French  Mills/' 
Very  shortly  after  the  Americaiis  had  quitted 
Cornwall,  colonel  Morrison,  in  order  to  observe 
what  would  be  their  next  movement,  transferred 
thither  his  head-quarters.  Previously  to  his 
arrival  at  Cotnscall,  this  enterprising  officer  liad 
detached  a  force  to  vthe  American  vill^;e  of 
Hamilton,  on  the  St.  Lawrence ;   which  force 
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seized  and  secured,  to  be  held  in  safety  till  sent 
for,  a  considerable  quantity  of  property,  lately 
belonging  to  merchants  of  Kingston.  *  Another 
detachment  brought  away  from  Ogdensburg  a 
13-inch  iron,  and  a  10-inch  brass  mortar,  with 
their  stores,  and  a  large  supply  of  provisions ; 
all  which  bad  been  deposited  there,  in  confident* 
security,  by  general  Wilkinson's  orders. 

As  soon  as  the  American  genera)  had  des-' 
patched  the  dragoons  to  Utica,  he  set  a  portion 
of  his  troops  to  felling  trees,  and  constructing 
block-houses  and  abatiisj  lest  colonel  Morrison, 
or  the  British  at  Coteau  du  Lac,  should,  with' 
their  sfldall  force,  cross  over  to  attack  him.  This^ 
sadden  change -from  offensive  to  defensive  mea- 
sures, on  the  part  of  general  Wilkinson,  produced 
a  corresponding  effect  upon  the  minds  of  the 
Canadians ;  whose  w^ll-founded  alarm  had  now 
given  place  to  a  feeling  bordering  on  contempt.' 

Before  we  proceed  farther,  we  will  submit  a 
few  remarks  upon  the  causes  that  led  to  the' 
fiulnre  of  an  expedition,  whose  magnitude,  in 
the  eyes  of  all  but  of  those  engaged  in  it, 
appeared  quite  dispr«^ortionate  to  the  object^ 
fw  which  it  bad  been  so  expensively,  and  so 
boastinglj  got  up. 

General  Wilkinson  lays  much  of  the  blame  at 
the  door  of  Mr.  Secretary  Armstrong ;  first,  for 
having  played  a  doable  part  betMeen  general 

f  App.  Nob.  55.  and  M. 
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Hamptpn  and  him  ;  ne%tj  J^r  baviag  decfeiy^ 
htm  as  to  the  re^  V9W^  ^^  attac)(,  apd  9s  to 
commodore  Chauncey's  capabiltj  to  preTent  his 
l^eiog  pursued  and  '^  scratched''  by  captain 
IJ^aijcastef's  gua-l^ats,  as  well  as  by  th^  force 
landed  c>ut  of  them  at  Chrystler's ;  but,  above 
all,  ns  to  the  disposition  of  th^  Cani^dians,  tiloqg 
whose  shor^  the  voyage  to  Mpntreal  must  n^Q^es* 
^riiy ;  be  nnd^taken.  One  of  the  se^etaiiy's 
l^ttef^  dat^d ''  Antwerp,  37th  of  October,  18!13,*' 
contauns  this  paragrapli : — *^  Thr^e  dayii  ^gQ) 
he  (the.  eaefay)  cabled  put  a  regiment  of  militiaj 
w^i^ifih  prodtM^^  bfit  15  men,  14  of  whom 
de£[a*ted  daring  the  first  night  of  their  .service.^ 
Frcim  this,  general  Wilkinson  very  nateirally 
e}|^p^cted9  that  the; people  would,  the  instant 
th^y  T¥^  ^^  prpclapnalipn j  throw  theimelves,  by 
I^ii^f^c^  upqp  Aq^i'icaq  protoctioii.  How  he 
was .  df c^ved  may  be  gathered  from  his  own 
words.  ^'  T^  9^^my,'^  ^ays  the  general,  in  his 
oififi^l  lel^er,  ^Vdes^r^e  credit  for  tk«aar  zead 
s^  ,intel}i^eQce»  H^bich  the  active .  ^niwessal 
hostility  of  the  ma}^  inhabitaiM:s  of  the  cauntiry' 
eniab)^  |J^m  to  ^^n^pJI^y  «a  the  greatest  advan- 
♦5^ge/^r  T^|§  is  certainly  a  Wgh  compUsM«t,if 
not  to  the  foresight  and  penetmtioii  o£  kite 
Americ^q  secre^ry,  ^t  l?Ast  to  the  loyaifeji  and 
devotion^  of  the  i^li9l^jtan.t9  of  the.  Caaadas. 
4mong  the  causes  of  deJay  in  the  early  move* 
ments  of  the  expedition^  vfe  ar^  pleased  to  see 
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a  .pfpittMwt  on^  stated  ia  ^'  the  ddasterly  ma- 
iiiseuvr^  Qith^  British  squadron,  under  ^r  Jamfii 
Y#o  ;*'♦ — ^a  pyoof  that  the  latter's  "  Yn^pouxm^' 
y^m  Qiore  sub^taiatial  than  the  geiieraly  wb^n  he 
T^9M>acli^  Um  with  that  epithet,  had  reoiMii. 
mtexpect^ 

.  U  ^a9  .€ert9wly  a  surprise  to  a^aoj,  tb«t  th^ 
AopuoraiQaii  g^v^fllGh^at  should  .have  e^piBf tj^d- 1^ 
sM^eed  io  amalgamatiiig  two  such  chi^practers-a^ 
Uampitou  m4  WiV^ioson ;  meiji  whos^^  ppUticjEi^ 
tmtts  Mfere^  aad  always  had  be^ii,  di^Hietric^Ilj^ 
ofi^ite;  and  tb^  in  a  country ,  top.^fvb^lKr 
pftrty-raaeor  riaed  to  the  highest  pilcb ;  ttfleit 
makiagp  Mimtagues  and  Cupuleu  of  ^miitiM  tbat 
would  Qthetwise  liye  in  the  bonds  of  hftimouy 
and»  good'^rUowshipu 

Fran  the  moment  the  expedition '  hud ;  de-* 
pasted  firim Ft encb  Creek,  the  real  pc^t of  atfaek: 
was  no  looger  d<HibtfuL  What  oceasion  waa 
tkwe  for  detailing  1300  mitt  to  capjfcure  a  coaf 
OMSsary  and  six  muskets ;  or  46M2i^  with*  a  ihow 
of*  gnu-boats^  to  alarm  ^'  some  fomales^^  ?  It  is- 
troi^  800  British  troops. followed  general  Wil* 
kinsoa^s  war  ;  add,  when  atitaoked  by ^  £oai)iiered> 
ia  etyla»  3*900  American-  troops.  Why  did  noit 
thfrlmttr  rally ;  the  next  •muniing,  and,  as  Mr. 
SMvetiu^  Armstfftfng^  himself  s«ys»  ^*f  destroy  or 
disperw^'  tbia  pway  Britii»h  fftrw  ?  The  Ainericaa 
troops  haying  escaped^  however,  and  got  s^fe  to 

s  WilUai9a^Mem.YoLIII.p.378. 
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Corawall^  three-fotirtkft  of  the  distanee  from 
Fort-George  to  MoiKtreal^  what  obstacle  aroie 

ft 

to  prerent  the  expedition  from  proceeding,  alofi^ 
the  remaining  80  miles,  to  an  honorable,  as, 
considering  the  force  employed^  it  most  haye 
been  successful,  termination  ? — What !  without 
g^ieral  Hampton*s  co-operation?  —  Had  not 
general  Wilkinson  already  with  him  6000  troops; 
and  ^id  he  not  state,  in  substance,  to  bis  council 
on  the  8th,  *  and  repeat  to  the  secretary  at  war 
cm  the  Ifith, of  November,  two  days  after  he  had 
been  at  French  Mills,  that  there  were  no  forti- 
iuitions  at  Montreal,  and  that  *^  the  British 
garrison  consisted  solely  of  400  marines  and 
900  sailors,  which  had  been  sent  up  from 
Quebec*^  ?  f  The  secret,  then,  <^  the  failure  of 
the  attack  upon  Montreal,  if  chargeable  exclu- 
sirely  to  the  copmander  of  the  expedition,  may 
be  summed  ;|ip  in  the  words  applied  by  an 
American  editor  to  a  British  commanding  officer, 
— *^  Uie  predonsnance  of  his  appr^<msio(i  orw 
his  bravery  and  fore-sight.'* :(-«^ If  the  blame* 
lay  upon  the  troops,  il  was  because  they  were 
deficieiit  in  those  qualities  which  aw^  and 
conquered  them  at  Cbrystler's;  and  which  alone 
can  lead:  to  glorious  results,  or,,  particidarly 
where  high  expectations  bare  been  formed,  save 
the  parttea  concerned  from  public  derisiom 

•  See  p.  175.  +  Hist  of  ilia  War,  jv  145. 

^  See  p.  175. 
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Intdligence  of  the  expedition's  Imring  paissed* 
Fort* WellingtOB  had  reached  Montreal  early  on^ 
the  morning  of  the  9th ;     The  militia^pforce  of  the 
canotrj  was  instantly  assembled,  and  stationed 
to  the  best  advantage  for  defending  the  city. 
Much  credit  is  due  to  the  Canadians,  for  tke^ 
promptitude    with    which     they    obeyed    the 
call  to  repel  the  invaders.    From  the  state  of 
the  weather,  and  the  known  rapidity  of  tb' 
cm'rent,  it  was  expected  that  the  enemy  woald' 
be  almost  at  the  messenger's  heels.     On  the 
13th,  after  waiting  so  long  in  sospense,  arrived  * 
the  joyful  tidings  of  colonel  Morrison's  victoiy  V 
and,  on  the  18th^  the  militia,  in  excellent  spirits, 
commenced  their  march  homewards. 

Exclusive  of  colonel  Morrison's  force  at  Corn- 
walUtbe  chief  part  of  the  103d  regiment,  under 
colonel  Scott, .  was  stationed  at  Cotean  du  Lac. 
Had  the  whole  of  this  force,  in  conjunction  with 
captain  Mulcaster's  flotilla,  proceeded  up  the 
^Imon  river,  before  general  Wilkinson  began- 
to  ibrtify  his  quarters,  the  disheartened  condition ' 
of  his  troops  would  have  rendered  their  ntime« ' 
rical  superiority  of  no  avail ;  and  resulted^  at  ^ 
]eaist,  in  the  capture  or  destruction  of  the  river* 
craft  and  ^un* boats;    This  enterprise  was  actu- ; 
ally: contemplated ;  bat,  np  orders  for  its  exeeu* : 
tiooalriiinhg  from  head^quarters^  was  afterwards 
abandoned.    According  to  an  American  official 
return,  the  effective,  troops  at  French  Mills,  on 
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the  l«t  of  I>ecember,  amoanted  to  ^  44filSl  non- 
oooimisnoiied  officers  a«d  privates  ;''*^  land 
coldnels  Mormon  and  Scott  coald  have  broaglit 
into  the  field  about  1750 :.  consequently,  iii 
r^^enee  to  the  afiair  at  Chrystler^^  the  dis* 
iiarity  was  not  Tery  alarming. 

The  restless  spirit  .of  the  American  general 
oonld  not  allow  many  days  to  elapse,  withont 
his  projecting  another  expedition  against  some 
^^  defenceless'^  point  of  our  Canadian  possessions. 
For  the  re^pestablishment  of  bis  health  be  had 
fixed  his  head-quarters  at  Mah>ne,  a  village 
about  15  nules  south  of  French  Mills ;  and,  on 
the  7th  of  December,  he  forwarded  to  the  secre* 
tary  at  war  a  plan  of  Islie  anx  Noix,  with  the 
fortifieatiotts,  drawn  up  from  the  information 
of  a  deserter  who  left  that  post  in  July.  The 
general .  cQiUukfed  that  ^'  the  capture  of  the 
place  might  beieasily  accomplisbed  in  the  course 
of  the  wihter  from  Plattsbfuig/^  We  are  not 
told  What  lefly  the  American  secretary'  at 
war  made  to  this,  proposition ;  but  presnme  it 
was  a  negative^  as  the  gaienil  comes  forward, 
on  the  7th  of  January,  with  another  plan^  of 
ranch  gpreater  magnitude.  ^^  I  propose,'^  says 
this  indefottgable  schemer,  ^f  to  march,  on  the 
3d  or  4tb  of  next  month,  a  column  of  9600  man 
fnok  Chateaugay,  and  the;  saasc  froni  natta- 

'        ♦  Wilkinson's  Mem,  Vol.  III.  p.  376.     ' 

•      '  +  lbid.'lib  App.  :no.  «.    '  -    ■ 


borg,  with  the  ^ppropriiite  attiraiU  aad  thi» 
neqe^sary  sleighs  for  transport ;  the  first  to  movQv 
hy  the  route  pf  general  ^apapton,  .|ft  i^we^p.the 
ea^aij  to  the  St.  Lawrence,  th^jg  to  tur^-t^  t^^. 
right,  and  inarch  for  S%.  Pierre,  while  the  second 
^ill  inarch  by  the  rqu^e  of  Heiup^rsford  an<|  La. 
Tortue  to  forin  a  junction  at- St.  Pierre;  from 
which  point  the  united  ^orps  will  prQce<sd* 
against  thje  posts  of  St*  Philip^  L'Aca4ie,  and 
St.  Johnj,  and  haying  bea^^n,  route^i  or  oapturrd* 
the  detachments  at  these  defepQele$s  canton- 
ments^  shall  be.  governec)  by  cji.i^eiimstances, 
whether  to  occupy  their  quarters  and  )iold  tbe^ 
country,  aud  reduce  the  Isle  aux  Noix,  or 
return  to  oi|r  oantonmen^.  Siikiultaneotts  with 
thesQ  movent  ents,  4000  weu  from  th«  French 
Milts  will  crpss  the  St.  La^wrence,  attack  Coro^ 
wall,  capture  or  route  the  <orp^  of  the  enemy^s 
reg^dar.  troops  in  that  vtcinity»  disperse  the 
nitiUtia,  fortify  and  hold  possession  of  the  villi^, 
and  then  efiectually  cut  oif  the  intercourse 
h#|H[e^n  the  twopro^inoes;*^*  r 

Tkifi  '^  comire^cinip^^  whioli  wa*  to  f^  reach  to 
theboneof  the  eeiedpky,'^*  the  general  himself,  in 
fiv§  d^ys  afterwards,  .d^lares^  to  be  unfeasible; 
althpagh  he  bad  bi»ij^  hia  hopes  of  taking  Coroh- 
wall  upqn  the  knowledge,  thsritthis  40th  reginimt 
had,  tnnce  th0  lalddle  of  December^  been  d0^> 
tached  to  Montreal.    In  his  next  letter  to  the 
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secretary  at  war^  he  oomplains  sadly  of  the  diffi* 
eblty  of  sobsistiDg  the  troops.  *^  In  this  sitoatioo/* 
says  he  ^^  instead  of  advancing  on  the  enemy,  we 
and  in  danger  of  being  compelled  to  retrograde  for 
■ttbsi^nce ;  apd,  as  it  :Would  almost  destroy 
the  troops  to  erect  second  cantonments  at  this 
inclement  season,  with  theapprobation  of  govern- 
ment, I  will  endeavour  to  find  quarters  for  them 
in  Prescott  and    Kingston,    which   I  consider 
practicable  to  a  corps  of  hardihood  and  resola- 
tion,  aided  by  the  facility  of  movement  to  be 
derived    from    sleds.      Charge   me  not  with 
caprice  for  thus  suddenly  varying  my  plan  of 
operations;   since    it    is    caused    by   posterior 
information^    which    presents    an    insuperable 
obstacle  to  the  execation  of  the  project  sub- 
mitted in  my  despatch  of  the  7th  instant.     The 
object  now  presented  had  not  escaped  my  mind, 
but  it  was  opposed  by  my  repugnance  to  give 
ground  to  the  ^siemy,  and  to  sacrifice  our  boats, 
the   infollible  consequence  of  its    execution. 
Should  the  president  sanction  the  plan  now 
proposed,  I  shall  remove  the  sick,  the  convales- 
cent,  and    every    article    of  weless   baggage, 
together  with  the  artillery  and  munitions  of  war, 
for  which  I  shall  have  no  occasion,  to  Plattsburg ; 
shall  4tetmy  our  boats,  and  break  up  the  can* 
tonments  at  the  French  Mills  Mkd  Chateaugay ; 
and,  whilst  I  keep  the  enemy  in  expectation 
that  these .  precautions  are  prepatatoiry  to  the 
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attack  of  their  posfts  and  cantonments  in  my 
vicinitj,  I  shall  detach  1000  selected  men,  to 
steal  a  march,  and  take  Prescott  by  surprise  or 
storm ;  whither  I  shall  follow  that  detachment, 
with  the  main  body ^  a  few  hours  after  it  marches ; 
and,  having  every  thing  4n  readiness  for  the 
movement^  by  its  rapidity,  and  the  feints  of 
aoqae  light  partiesi  I  shall  prevent  the  enemy 
from  penetrating  my  real  design,  until  1  have 
gained  my  first  point/' 

In  another  part  of  his  book  the  general  favon 
OS  with  **  an  accurate  plan  and  description'^  of 
the  post,  whose  capture  he  designed  to  be  bi$ 
•'first  poitit.**  "  Prescott^"  says  he,  '*  is  *• 
quadrangle  of  sod-work,  without  a  single  flank- 
ing  ^ugle.  Or  exterior  obstruction  of  any  kind, 
vvith  its  battery  pointed  to  the  river,  which  the 
^st  was  originally  intended  to  command ;  and 
Unserve,  at  the  same  time,  as  an  entrlpU  between 
Montreal  and  Kingston:  a  block-house  btfd 
been  erected  for  the  interior  defence,  but  -the 
rodf  was  flat,  and  ctfuld  have  been  gaifted 
without  difficulty  from  the  parapets  Such  a 
place,  witbout  a  fraising,  ditch,  palisades,  or 
abattis,  garrisoned  by  6nly  300  or  250  men,  ils 
utmost  strength,  could  have  made  little  oppo- 
sition to  columns  of  50Q  select  men  parching 
umultaneously  upon  each  of  its  faces/'  4fter 
having  achieved  this  eKploit,  Kjngstf^n,  it  wiif 
considered,  would  fall  with  ease:  and*^Mon« 
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treal  might  be  takc^n  in  thfe  spring;**  For  earry- 
iiig  bis  plans  into  execution,  the  general  declares 
be  can  march  from  his  pfresent  quartos  **  5500 
nden;''  having,  according*  to  tlie  American  jour- 
nals, just  received  a  reinforcement  of  regulars 
Irbm  Saekett^B  Harbor.  H^  espects  to  be  joined 
l>y  5)000  more  regulars  frome  the  same  place^ 
and  by  an  equal  titiaiber  of  *voltti)teer$  of  mi« 
Ktia;  making  a  tot'al'of  9500  men.  >*  If  suc- 
cessful," says  this  wordy  warrior,  *^*  we  shall 
dtefttrby  the  squactron'of  #be 'enemy  at  Kingston ; 
leiir  and  .  capture,  eventually,  4000  of  his  best 
troops;  recover  what  we- have  lost;  saye^madh 
blood  and  treasure  <to  the  nation  ;  ati^^c^n^uer  a 
province/^*"— The  secretary,  faf  less  sanguine, 
saw  too  much  *^  chance'^'f  in  the  iiisiie  of  this 
enterprise;  and,  on  the  20tb,  feur  day«  after 
the  date,  and  scarcely  as  many  houi^  After  the 
tweipt,  of  gieneral  Wilkini^n'ff  letter,  directs 
bink  to  abandon  his  p^ofsition,  to  detach  general 
BiroWn  with  2000  men  and  a  coildpetent  propor- 
tion of  the  field  and  battering  cannon,  td 
Sackett's  Marbor,  and  to  M\  back  with-  tbt 
iresidue  of  his  force,  stores,  and  '  baggage, '  to 
JPIattsburg. 
<  On  the  night  of  the  ISth  of  February,  general 
Wilkinson  gave  ordeVg^  to  burn  his  300^  river** 
tvltft  and  13  gun^boatSj  all  6f  wbicb  we^ei  fhnlien 
up;  and  then  bis  huts,  blcNsk^^houses,  stfad  ba¥* 

"  *  Wifkinsoi's  Mrm.  Vol.  I.  p.<524.  +'dc6p.  135; 


ni<^k99fRh|(^b  bad  bciefi.  erected  at  great  labto 
and  ex-pensjau.  Hi$  b^tering  cannon  and  field* 
fti:tU.ler7.be  tiucceMed  in  gtetiing  away ;  also  a 
pprtr  of  tbe  jHliQres  and  (^rdmions.  The  detach^ 
ni^nt  whicjbi  liad  been  'ordered  to  Sackett^s 
Harbor  pcoceieded.:tbitber ;  and  the  remaiaider  of 
tbe  titH^^  with  the.  general  at  tiieir  beiad,  onde 
a  rapid  j^treat  upon  PUttsburg  and  Bindington^ 
.  Previously  toib^  tAemy^ikiawaplw^  eTaciiatioif 
of  bi»  po^ti(Q»;i, .  cofoiiel  Scott, '  of  the  >  l<l9d 
regimeiit,  witb  amalV  detachments  -from,  tliit 
corps^  the.SOtby  and  thf  Caniulkn.feabibleS)  and 
a  pi%aet  of «:  light  caTalry^.fram  Coteau^du  Lac 
andCiiwwall^  amonnting,  in' all,  to  about  llOO 
rank  and  ^e;  passed  brer  tlie  «iee  f r0ai  tke  latter 
place  to  Salmon. TiTier^  and  nnived  in  tone  td 
press  upon  general  WiftintK^n^^Tmai'-guard,  and 
to  capture  about  100  sleigh-loads  of  stores  and 
provisions.  Colonel  Scott  and  his  party  then 
proceeded,  without  the  slightest  opposition,  to 
Malone;  thence  to  Madrid,  and  within  a  few 
miles  of  Plattsburg ;  and  returned,  by  the  route 
of  Four  Corners,  with  the  loss  of  about  200  men 
by  desertion,  to  his  post  at  Coteau  du  Lac. 

Mr.  Thomson  has  magnified  our  force,  upon 
this  occasion,  to  ^^  2000  regulars -/'  although  he 
must  have  seen,  in  the  public  prints,  that  the 
40th  regiment  had  arrived  at  Montreal,  since 
the  18th  of  December.  This  editor  declares  we 
*^  pillaged  the  property  of  individuals  ;^^  carried 
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oflT^  not  100  sleigb'loads,  but  *^  several  barrels,'* 
of  provisions ;  and  that  colonel  Scott,  on  ^^  hear* 
ing  of  the  approach  of  the  American  troops, 
retreated  in  great  confusion/' *  Had  the  Ame- 
rican troops  travelled  somewhat  more  slowly, 
a  second  opportunity  would  have  been  afibrded 
tbem,  of  trying  tbdr  boasted  "  hardihood  and 
resolution^'  before  a  small  corps  of  British  ;  aiid 
the  signal  for  battle  would  have  at  once  dis- 
pelled from  the  minds  of  the  latter  all  thoughts 
of  desertion,  fiat  the  American  commander 
reserved  bis  men,  perbapS)  to  carry  into  effect 
some  ulterior  plan  of  annoyance,  less  subject 
to  ^*  bard  blows''  in  its  progress,  or  to  ^^  chance*^ 
in  its  result,  than  amy  of  the  numerous  plans 
he  bad  aiNady  been  pffcgecting. 

•  Skttchoi  of  the  War;  p.  «M. 


GREAT   BRITAIN  AMI>  AMERICA.  353 


•  -^ 


I .  ■  •  I 


> 


1    •  t 


]       4 


APPENDIX- 


f . 


No.  1. 

From. certain  Roberts  to  the  adjutant-general. 

Sir,;   .  FojrtfWc*MijffiMa»«fi8  J»b[17>  18 

On  the  15th  instant  I  teceired  ietlteb,-  by  elt^pfes*,  from 
^cQor-general  Brbck,  S^fa  orders  io  ftdbpt  the  most  prudent 
measures  either  for  offence*  or  defence,  wlricft  circnmstances 
might  point  out ;  and  having  ;reoeived.  to  tel%en(Cefr6iii  Che  best 
information,  that  large  reinforceileiiiB:  irere*  exp^ttted  to.  be 
(hrorwii  lkit»  tib  gatrfisoii)  Vith  the  tkbrwigh  cbni^ietion  that 
my  sitnatiim  nt  Str  Jtoseph's  was  totally  indefensible,  I  deter- 
meiUcd  to  Use  no  tSm^  iia  fluALing  the  meditaled  attack  on 
tftfs  -fert 

On  the  19th,  at  l(9f^*«l«ek  i&  the  nomiMg^  I  embhrhed  njr 
few  men,  with  about  180  Canadians,  and  two  iron  d-pounders. 
I'he  boats  Arrited  witbont  the  smallest  aecidbit  at  the  port  of 
rende^fou^y  at  three  o^clock  the  following  morning ;  by  the 
exertions  of  the  Canadians,  one  of  the  guns  was  brought  up. a 
hdght  commanding  4he  garrison,  aod  ready  to  act  tbout  10 
o*clock.  A  summons  was  then  sent  in ;  a  copy  of  the  capi^ta- 
Iktion  which  followed  I  haVe  the  honor  to  enclose.  At  12 
o^clock  thB  AmerieiUi  colours  were  hauled  down,  and  those  of 
his  majesty  were  hoisted^  A  committee  has  been  appointed  to 
examine  into  the  state  of  the  public  stores. 

Enclosed  also  are  the  returns  of  the  ordnance  and  military 
stores  foiind  in  the  fort,  and  the  strength  of  the  garrison.  The 
greatest  praise  is  due  to  erery  indWidnat  ^employed  in  the 
VOL.    I.  J  A  A  . 
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expedition  ;  to  my  own  officers  I  am  indebted',  in  particafair, 
for  their  actiTe  assistance  in  carrying  all  my  orders  into  effect. 

I  bare  tlie  honor  to  be^  &c. 

CHAS.  ROBERTS,  Capt.  Com. 
The  adjntant«gen.  &c.  &e.  &c. 

No,  2. 

jtmerkan  eapiiulaiion. 

Heights  aboTe  Fort-Michilimadnac,  July  17, 181% 

Capitulation  agreed  upon  between  captain  Charles  Roberts,  com- 
mandaog  his  Britannic  majesty's  forces,  on  ibe  one  part, 
and  lieutenant  Hanks, eommandiog  the  forces  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  on  the  other. 

Article  I.  The  fort  of  Micbiliniodnac  shall  immediately  he 
'surrendered  to  tbe  British  forces.      * 

Art  II.  The  garrisoQ  shall  mArcb  out  with  the  honors  of 
-war,  lay  down  their  arms,  and  becdme  prisoners  of  war,  and 
shall  be  sent  to  the  United  States^  ot'  America  by  his  .Britannic 
majesty,  not  to  serve  this  war  until  r^nlarly  exchanged;  and 
for  the  due  perfotmanoe  of  this  aHicle  the  officcSrs  pledge  their 
word  and  bofnor. 

Art  III.  All  the  merchant  yessels  in  the  harbor,  with  their 
respectife  cargoes,  shall  be  in  possession  of  their  respecti:>c 
owners.' 

Art.  IV.  Private  property  shall  be  held  sacred  as  far  fs  in 
•  my  power. 

Art  y.    All  citizens  of  the  United  States,  who  shall  not 
take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  his  Britannicinajesty,  shall  depart 
•with  their  property  from  the'island,  in  one  mouth  from  the  date 
hereof. 

CHARLES  ROBERTS,  captain,  commanding 

his  Britannic  majesty's  troops. 
Lieut  HANKS,  corany&nding  the  forces  of  the 
Unitcd^Utes  at  Fort-Miehilimacinac^ 
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Reium  of  4he  garrison  of  ForttMicUlimadnnCr 

^  'Ywo  int*lieatenantt)  on^  surgeon's  mate^  three  Serjeants^ 

;fd«r  corporals,  five  musicians,  six  artificers^  39  privates,  onp 

.private  siok.^Total  01. 

*  *  '.■  ' 

Return  of  ordnance  taken  in  Fort-Michilimacinac. 

Two  t>ras»  5f  inch  hoiritsers,  two  brass  5-pounders  on  gar- 
.rbon  carriages,  one  brass  3.pounder.  on  a  garrison  carriage, 
.two  iron  O-ponn^^rs  on  garrison  carriages* 

Witli  a  coniiderablo  proportion  of  ammunition  and  ordnaooo 
.stores. 

ALEX«  PILMOUR,  military  conductor  of  stores. 


##»#^#l»#4»#^i#W#* 
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From  lieuienani  Hanks  to  general  Hull.  > 

SiA,  Detroit,  August  14tb,  1812 

I  take  the  earliest  opportunity  to  acquaint  your  excellency, 
of  the  surrender  of  the  garrison  of  Micbiliroactnac  under  my 
command,  to  his  Britannic  majesty's  forces  under  the  command 
of  Traptain  Charles  Roberts,'  on  the  17th  ultimo.  On  the  16th 
I  was  informed  that  sereral  nations  of  Indians  then  at  St. 
Joseph's,  and  a  British  detaehment,  distant  ^45  miles,  intended 
to  make  an  immedl^ite  attack  on  Michilimacinac ;  I  accor<}. 
ingly  despatched  captain  Danrman  to  St.  Joseph's  to  watch  the 
Indians;  lie  embarked  about  sun-set  and  met  the  British  forces 
within  10  or  15  milrf  of  the  island,  by  whom  he  was  made 
prisoner,  and  put  on  his  parole  of  honor.  He  was  landed  on 
the  island  at  day  •break,  with  positiTO  orders  to  give  no  intelli. 
gence  whateTer ;  he  was  also  instructed  to  take  the  inhabitants 
of  the  Tillage,  iodiscriminatrly,  to  a  plaoe  on  the  west  side  of 
thebhind,  where  their  ptrsans  and  property  would^be^rotectc^d 
')3g  a  British  guard  i  but,  should  they  go  to  the  fort,  they  wQuld 

A  A  2 
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be  lubjact  to  a  gcMral  matmcn  bj^ke  anagts^  wUcfa  •momld 
ba  iMfilabU  if  tbt  fBtriKW  fired  «  gan.  Thia  Ufornaali^n  I 
norirad  from  Dr.  thj,  who  wu  pusug  tbroogli  the  TiHagfl, 
«bni  erery  penoa  wm  flying  for  nfage  to  Ae  OMiif- 
iBBM^atrly  oa  bring  informed  of  tbe  approacli  of  the  enemy, 
I  phfiT  ■ammiitiaii,  kt.  in  the  block-honses,  ordered  every 
na  t«  be  cbugadj  uA  every  prtpantioa  for  tctioA.  About 
«Me  a'dvck,  I  coaU  diMOTer  Ast  Ae  enemy  were  in  po^ 
,  Bjim  of  tbe  beigbb  tbat  cotnmandad  tbe  fort,  and  one  piece 
•f  wtinery  dii«eted  to  tbe  moit  defenedeti  put  of  tbe  gsTriion. 
The  Iifa"  at  tbii  time  were  to  be  itat  at  the  edge  of  tbe 
^roodi.  At  Uf-pait  11  o'dack,  the  eneny  lent  In  a  flag  of 
tncc,  deawDfiig  a  rorTender  of  the  fart  and  uland  to  bit 
Brittmic  majecty'i  forcai.  Tbit,  sir,  wai  tbe  Gnt  infomatioii 
I  bad  of  tbe  dedaration  of  war  ;  I  had  howercr  antidpated  it, 
and  wai  aa  well  prepared  t^  meet  lacban  erenf,  as  I  potsibly 
coald  baTe  been  with  (he  ttorce  under  my*command,  amountiiig 
to  57  efiecfirc  men,  including  officert. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 
Gen.  Hull.  HANKS. 


General  Httift  prodamtOion. 

Br  Williaim  Hull,  ,brig3dier.gcneral  and  commander  of   Uu 
North-western  army  of  the  United  Statei ; 
A  caoc^AMAiiov. 
Inhabitants  .of  Canada,     - 

if  peace  and  provperlt^,   the  United  StitM 

IS.     The  injariet  and'  aggressions,  tbe 

tics  of  Great  Britain,  haye  once  more' left 

,' ic  bnt"  mknly    tuistanccj   or   uncondittonal 

farmy  under  my  commaud  has  invaded  your 


fE^aliti^ ;  titesOMndtriiBf  t]ie<U0U«d.SM69  now  wa^es  oi^.tke 
teMiIbi^.  of  CilfiiidA*  To  the  peaiB^alf b  tmoffieiiiing  infaabUiiilts^ 
It  brBi|[9  ndlber  ^soAgst  nor  liiftevkj.  I  cojUe  to  find  eiKmiesi 
mbt  i»  nake  fhem.  I  cJoMofie  to  prolwt^  not  i&  injure  you, 
-  SSopa^ted  by  an  iranlcnse  eceku,  and  an  dxteosire  wiUer^ess^ 
Inofai  Gieat  Britain^  jou  ftaye  nb  pariidpatioa  in  her  coailcll^^ 
hoaolerait'ia  bar  eoodact* 

— Yonhare-fdi'  heir  fyrannj;  jou  hare  seen  her  injtittice; 
1^  I  do  not  ask  yeatoi^'engethe  one,  oir  td  ttedreit  the  other* 
The  United  States  aro  .raficieiitly  powerful  to  aVerd.  ereij^ 
•Purity,  consistent  wstk  their  rights  and  your  ezpectatilons.  I 
tender  you  the  iiwabiahle  bleas&ig  of  civil,  poUticol,  and  reli* 
HjImis  liberty,  and  their  neotMary  nsalt,  indiTidual  and  geilerdj 
p«!j0BfierUy  |  that  Hberty  which  gave  decision  to  oat  coubclls^ 
and  energy  to  our^  bondnet^  in  a  stmgl^e  for  indbp^Mlenci^i 
3vhieh.condiieted  us  safely  and  triurarphaiitly  through  the  stormy 
^pcvidd  of  the  reTolntion-^the  liberty  which  has  raised  us  to  an 
lekiratcd  •  rank  imong  the  nations 'of  the  world,  and  ^hich 
affordod- us.a  greater  measure  of  peace  and  security,  bf  health 
and  .iaiproxetnent  thlm'^ever  fell  to  ihk  lot  6f  any  people.  In 
the  name  of  my  country,  and  the  authority  of  government,  I 
promise  you  prote^stioii  to  you  persons,  property,  and  rights  : 
remain  at  your  homes ;  pursue  your  peaceful  and  customary 
arocations;  raise  nbt  your  hands  agaiOst  your  brethren. 
Many  of  your  fathers  fought  for  the  freedom  and  independence 

I 

we  n^w  enjoy »  Being  children,  therefore,  of  the  same  family 
with  us,  and  heirs  of  the  same  heritage,  the  arri?al  of  an  army 
of  friends  must  be  hailed  by  yon  with  a  cordial  welcome. 
You  will  be  emancipated  from  tyranny  and  oppression,  and 
restored  to  the  dignified  station  of  freedom.  Had  I  any  doubt 
of  CTentual  success,  I  might  ask  your  assistance  ;  but  I  do  not. 
I  come  prepared  for  every  contingencyi^I  have  a  force  which 
will  break  down  all  opposition,  and  that  force  is  but  the  van. 
gomti  of  a  much  greater.  Jf  contrary  to  your  own  jnterests, 
and  the  just  expectations  of  my  country,  you  should  take  part 
in  the  approaching  contest,  you  will  be  considered  and  treated 


358  APPBKmX. 

M  eoenies ;  and  ibe  liorrorB  aad-  caltaiitiei  of  war  %vUl  siakk 
before  you.     If  ihe  barbarous  and  sayage  policy  of  Gieai 
Britahi  be  pursned,  and  the  saTagei  are  let  loote  to  murder  our 
Citizens,  and  buidier  our  wonen*  and  children,  this  war  will  be 
a  war  6f  extermination.    The  irst  stroke  of  the  tomalttwk— 
the  first  attempt  with  the  scalping.kaife,  will  be  the  sigimiof 
one  indiscriminate  scene  of  desolation.    No  wlutnmaB  fonod 
fighting  bj  the  side  of  an  Indian,  will  be  taken  prisoner** 
iastilnt  death  will  be  his  lot.     If  the  dictates  of  reason,  dutf^ 
Justice,  and  humanity,  cannot  prerent  the  employment  of  a 
force  which  respects  no  rights,  and  knows  no  wrong,  it  will  be 
prevented  by  a  serere  and  reientless  system  of  retaliation,    i 
doubt  not  your  courage  and  firmness«^I  will  not  doubt  yonr 
attachment  to  liberty.     If  yon  tebder  your  serriees  rolnntaiily, 
they  wHl  be  acc^ted  readily.    The  United  States  offer  yon 
peace,  liberty,  and  security.     Your  choice  lies  between  these 
and'  war,  slavery  and  destruction.     Chooie  then  ;  but  choose 
misely  ; 'and  may  he  who  knows  the  justice  of  onr  cause,  and 
who  holds  in  his  hand  the  fate  of  nations,  guide  you  to  a  result 
the  most  compatible  with  your  rights  aniintcreetsy  your  peace 
iind  happinesSf  ' 

By  the  geoecal, 

A.  P.  HULL. 
.     Captain  of  the  Sd  Uniled  Slates'  regiment  of  infantry,  and 
aide  de  camp.     Head*-qnSTters^  Saudwidi,  July  It,  1812. 

WILUAJff  HULL. 
No.  5. 

t 

Major-general  Brokers  proclamation,  in  ansrper. 

The  unprovoked  declaration  of  war  by  4he  United  States  of 
America,  against  the  United  |iiiigdom  of  Great  Britain  and 
Irdapd,  9»d  its  dependencies^  ilM >e^  followed  by  the  (tctnsl 
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invaflioit  of  this  proviiioe,  lo  a  remole  fronttcr  of  tiio  iresterti 
^eriolf ,  hy  a  det&ichmeBt  of  the  United  States. 

The  officer  commanding  that  detachment  has  thought  prober 
to  inrite  his  majesty's  subjects,  not  merefy  to  a  quiet  and  unrc* 
skting  snbmisiioii,  but  insults  them  ^lih  a  call  to  seek  Tolon* 
tartly  the  protection  of  his  goreiiiniiBnt. 

Withont  condescending  to  repeat  the  illiberal  epithets  bc« 
stowed^  in  this  appeal  of  the  American  commander  to  the  people 
of  Upper  Canada,  on  the  admiofotratton  of  his  majesty,  every 
inhabitant  of  the  provhiice  is  desif^d  to  seek,  the  confutation  of 
snch  indecent  slandor  In  the  review  of  his  own  particular  cir- 
cumstances. '  Where  is  the  Canadian  subject  who  can  truly 
alBrm  to  himself,^  that  he  hasbecn  injured  by  the  goYernmenf^ 
in  his  person^  hie  property,  or  hia  liberty?  Where  is  to  be 
feonidj  in  any  part  of  the  world,  a  growth  so  rapid  in  pros* 
perity  and^wealth,  as  this  colony  exhibits?  Settled,  not  30 
years,  by  a  band  of  veterans,  exiled  from  their  former  posses- 
aions  on  account  of  their  loyalty,  not  a  descendant  of  ^ese 
iHPave  people  is  to  be  found,  who,  under  the  fostering  liberality 
of  th^r  sovereign,  has  not  acquired  a  property  and  means, of 
enjoyment  soperfor  to  what  were 'possessed  by  their  ancestors^ 

This  unequalled  prosperity  would  not  havie  been  attained  by 
the  utmost  liberality  of  the  government,  or  the  persevering 
industry  of  the  people,  had  not  the  maritime  power  of  the 
mother  country  secured  to  its* tolonists  a  safe  access  to  every 
market,  where  the  produce  of  their  labour  was  in  request. 

The  unavoidable  and  immediate  consequences  of  a  separation 
from  Great  Rritaio  must  be  tho  loss  of  this  inestimable  advan. 
tage ;  and  what  is  oHered  y6n  in  ereha^ge  ?  To  become  a 
territory  of  ihe  United  States,  and  share  with  them  that  eixcltt. 
sion  from  the  ocean  whieh  the  policy  of  their  gdvemmisnt 
enforces;  you  are  not  even  flattered  with  a  participation  of 
their  boasted  independence;  and  it  is  but  too  obvious  that,  once 
cslmnged  from  the  powerful  protection  of  the  United  Kkig. 
doioi  yon  must  be  re-annexed  ta  the  dominion  of  France,  from 
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Mddch  the  prtoivtin  of  Cuuidii  weilB  wtHkA  by  (be  annB  of 
Great  Britaia,  i^^  a  vait  exfieoiM  of  blooid  and  treaMio^  fran  «o 
oUier  motfre  Ibaa  to  relieve  her  ongratefiil  ohildreD  f^oan  the 
oppressioaof  a  cruel  oetghbour..  This  reftilatloD  of  Canada 
to  the  empire  of  Fraacey  ima  the  ttipiiliiM  rewaisd  for  tboaid 
afTorded  to  the  revolted ooloniet)  now  the  United  States;  the 
debt  is  still  du<i,  and  there  can  he  no  .donht  but  the  pM^  has 
been  renewed  as  a  consideratioo  for  cotnttiehnai  adYOnlagfls,  or 
rather  for  an  expected  retexHtiOn'  in  tho  tyr^ny  pC  France 
over  the  commercial  workL  Are!  yon  pfepared)  inhabitants  of 
Canada,  to  become  wUling  snbiects^  or  rather  slarefii  to  the 
despot  who  rules  the  nations  of  Europe  with' 4  rod  of  iron? 
If  not,  arise  in  a  body,  exett  your  ouergisa)'  co-operate  coidU 
ally  with  the  king's  regular  foree  to  repel  theJuradw,  and  do 
not  fire  cause  to  your  children,  when  groaning  under  the 
oppression' of  a  foreign  master^  (o  repiw>aeh  yon  w4lb  hanag 
ho  easily  parted  with  the  richest  inheritaoQe  of  thit  earth<— a 
pardcipation  In  the  name,  character,  and  fio^e^om,  of  Britons; 
the  same  spirit  of  jtistiee,  whidi  will  make  erary  reasonable 
allowance  focr  the  unsuecessfnl  eifovtS:  of  aeaj  and  loyaHy,  wMI 
1^  fail  to  punish  the  4€fa}43ation  of  prliiiciple^  Every  Canadian 
freeholder  isr,  by  deltbeaate  choice^  bound  hy  the  moftt  sotonn 
paths  to  defend  the  monar«hy>  as  wnli'oB  his  own  property ;  to 
•iurink  from  that  engagement  ia  a  tncajMtn  not  to  te  forgivea* 
Let  no  man  suppose  that  ifv  In  thla  fnezpected 'S^mgg^  his 
majesty's  arms  should  he  compelted  to.yield  to  an  drerwMv. 
ing  force,  that  the  prortneo  wlU  be  ef<eniuaUy  abHitdooed ;  :the 
endeared  relation  of  Its  lirst  settlers,  tho}  intri^c  veined  of  id 
commerce,  and  the  pretensions  of  its  powerfiiil  rivfU  t^  repossess 
the  Cana^fas,  are  pledgeK  .that,  no  peace  ^lll  he  csiabHshei 
between  the  Un&ted.Siiateft and. Great.  Britain  and  Irelend,  of 
wbveh  the  re^toiralion  oif  those  proiincea  does  not  make  4ho  most 
prominent  condition.  i 

Be  not  dl^ayted  at  theunjuf ttfiitiUo  threat  of.Ahe  compftnto 
of  the  enemy's  fortes^  U>  refuse  ^uarter^  sbcmld:  M  Inditt 


appear  in  the  rank8«  ThebraTe  bands  of  natires  which  inhabit 
this  colony,  were,  like  his  nHijNit)»'8 subjects,  punished  for  their 
zeal  and  fidelity,  by  the  loss  of  their  possessions  in  the  late 
colonies,  and  rewarded  by  his  majesty  with  lands  of  superior 
Talue  in  tfak prtoiteee* ..• 

The  £utk  of  the  BrHiAvgaTer^ment  h»s  oer^f  yet  bfcn 
^so9«tod«-^ey  feel  tfiat  tho  sod  they  inherit  is  to  thep  iwdthev 
poBlbntf  spcdieeted  ftom  the  kate  artsv  so  fraqiiieAtly  defiscd  to 
over.reaofa  ti^ir  sympathy*  9^  wh4t  newf  pjrfnoiple  are  they 
iei  be  prohibiied  ft olii  defendiniP  their  property  ?  If  their  war* 
UttrOy  from  Ma^  dHfcrent  to  that  of  tte  ^JbHe  peapie,'  Is  more 
iemfic to  t^ieieiiemyy let  him  retrace^ Us M«p»*  Tfaeg? . s^khim 
aot ;  and  cannot. eapecafe  tot find  women, and  chiUtm  ill  an  iiN 
Tadmg  army.  Bui  they  ane  wen^.and  hai^e^nal  rights  wijtb 
iU  bfher.  men  to>  defetid  themselves  and  tlieir  property  whon 
intaded^  more  specially  when  they  find  in  the  eiaemy*s  enmp  a 
feroctott^  and  mortal  fc^^  using  the  same  warfare  which  the 
▲mericaa  commander  affects  ta  reprobate. 
.  This  intconsistent  and  nnj^SiHfiable  threat  of  refusing.  qj^Mrter^ 
for  such  a  cause  as  being  found  in  arms  with  a  brother-sufferer^ 
Indefeoee  of  invaded  rights^  must  be  exercised,  wiili  the  certain 
aasnrsnoe  of  retaliation,  not  only  in  the  limited  operations  of 
war  in  this  part  of  the^king's  domitiions,  but  in  cTery  quarter 
ni  the  globe ;  fnr  the  national  chnractw.  of  Britain  is  not 
less  distinguished  for  hupaanity  tiian  retributire  justice,  wlii<$h 
will  consider  the  execution  of  the  threat  as. deliberate  myi^def^ 
for  which  0»ery  subject  of  the  offending  power  shall  muko 
^ntpiation* 

ISAAC  BROCK,  major^gen.  and  president* 

Ilcad-quarters,  Fort-Gcorge,  July  ^2,  1812* 

By  order  of  his  honor  the  president, 

J«  B«  GLEGG,  captain  and  aide  de  camp. 
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No.  6. 

From  mtyor'generai  Brock  to  sir  George  Prevost* 

81R9  H.  Q.  DdtnH,  Aug.  17. 

'  1  hxrt  had  the  honor  of  inforn^g  yoar  exoeUency,  that 
the  txkBmj  effected  his  panage  across  the  Detroit  river  on  the 
11th  vlt.  without  opposition';  and  thkt,  after  establishing  him- 
solf  at  Sandwicb,  he  had  rayaged  the  conatrj  as  far  as  the 
Motatiantown.  SoQesMnD^^hts  occurred  between  the  troopa 
under  lieut^col.  St*  George  and  the.  enemy ,  npon  the .  riTer 
Canard,  which  uniformly  teminated  in  hia  lieing  repulsed  with 
loss*  I  judged  it  proper  foidetach  ^a  force  down  the  river 
Thames,  capable  of  acting  in  conjunction  wilh  the  garrison  of 
Amherstburg  .offensively,  but  captain  Chambers,'  whom  I  had 
appointed  to  direct  this  detachment,  experienced  difficnKies  that 
frustrated  my  intentions.  The  intelttgence  received  from  that 
quarter  admitting  of  no  delay,  colonel  Proctor  was  directed  to 
assume  the  command,  and  his  force  was  soon  after  increased, 
with  sixty  rank  and  file  of  the  41  st  regiment. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  most  strenuous  measures  wereadopteu 
to  counteract  the  machinations  of  the  evil-disposed,  and  1  soon 
experienced  the  gratification  of  receiving  voluntary  offers  of 
se)r?ice  from  that  portion  of  the  embodied  militia  the  most  easily 
collected.  In  the  attainment  of  this,  important  point,  gentle- 
men of  the  first  character  and  influence  shewed  an  example 
highly  creditable  to  them;  and  I  cannot,  on  this  occasion, 
avoid  mentioning  the  essential  assistance  I  derived  from  John 
•M^Donell,  esq.  his  majesty's  attumey.gencral,  who,  from* 
the  beginning  of  the  war,  has  honored  me  with  his  services  as 
my  provincial  aide  de  camp.  A  sulhciency  of  boats  being  col- 
lected at  Long  Point  for  the  conveyance  of  SOO  men,  the 
embarlcation  took  place  on  the  8th  instant,  and  in  ^re  days  we 
arrived  in  safety  at  Amherstburg. 

I  found  that  the  judicious  arra.ngement  which   had   bean 
adopted  immediately  upon  the  arrival  of  colonel  Pr9€tor,  had 
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^oiBpeUed  the  enemy  to  retreat^  and  take  ttieHer  >  viidef  the^ 
(hhk  of  ]^  fort, :  that  officer  eomnen'oed  operations,  hj  send, 
kig  strong  det^hroents  aeroit  the  rWer^  with  a  view  of  cnttinf 
eff  the  enemy's  eommunlcation  with  hii  service^ 
-  Irhh  produced  two  smart  skifmishet  on  the  5th  and  9th  tut 
in  which  the  enemy's  loss  was  considerable,  wlulst  onrsamomifad 
to  three  killed,  and  13  wounded ;  amongst  the  latter,  I  htf 
particularly  to  regret  captain  Mnir  and  lientenaat  Sntheriand, 
of  the  41  St  regiment :  the  fonSner  an  officer  of  great  expertence, 
and  both  ardent  in  his  roajefety*s  serrice^  Batteries  had'  Hkewiie 
been  commenced  opposite  Fort-Detroit,  for  one  IS-ponnderj 
two  12,  and  two  d|  inch  mortars  ;•  all  of  which  opened  da  the 
erening  of  the  15th,  (havitog  prettoaslyaumnbtied. brigadier* 
gen.  Hull  to  surrender,)  and  although  opposed  by  a  welUdbrected 
£re  from  seren  24-ponnders^  snch  was  their  coDstruetiiin,  under 
tlie  able  direction  of  captain  Dixon,  of  tiie  royal  engineers^ 
that  no  injury  was  sustained  from  Its  effect.  ^^  '-■ 

•  .  The  force  at  my  disposal  bieing  collected  in  the  course  of  the 
15th  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Sandwich,  the  embarkation  took 
place  a  little  after  day.light  on  the  following  morning,  and  the 
able  arrangements  of  lieutenant  Dewar,  bf  the  qoaWef.itaasterA 
general's  department,  the  whole  was,  ui  a  short  time,  landed 
without  the  unaliest  confusion  at  Spring  Well,  a  good  portion) 
three  miles  west  of  Detroit.  The  Indians,  who  had  in'  the 
mean  time  effected  their  landing  two  miles  below,  moved  fof* 
ward  and  occupied  the  woods,  about  a  mile  and  a  half  on  oor 
left: 

The  force,  which  I  instantly  directed  to  march  againat  ther 
enemy,  consisted  of  90  royal  artillery,  35041st  regiment,  50 
royal  Newfoundland  regiment,  400  militia,  and  about  MX) 
Indians,  to  which  were  attached  three  6-pounders  and  two 
3«pounders.  The  serriee  of  lieutenant  Troughton ,  commandiBg 
the  royal  artillery,  an  actl? e  and  intelligent  officer,  being  required 
in  the  field,  the  dIrectioBof  the  batteries  was  intrusted  to  captain 
Ball,  •  and  th^  marine  department,  and  I  cannot  withhold  my 
eotire  approbation  of  their  conduct  on  this  occaslota* 
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I  «mMd  the  firer»  wi(h  «n  mtiwttioii  pf  w«|tiai  ia  «  9lnHi§ 
poritiOfi  tbe#ffei)t  of  our  foffw  «^a  tke  enemy's  cpay^,  and  ia 
hope*  pf .  f  <HB|ieUii|g  kiiA^^^iHiet  ot  m^  tko  field ;  but  reoeiTing 
ioformation  npoq  lending^  ttot  coloiiel  M-^Artbuf)  ao  ^Bcer  oC 
bifb  ffspuMioi,  had  toft  Ibe  gMfciacm  three  day»  htfote  with  a 
dalMhsMPt  of  ^oanea^  aid  beariQg>  soon  after waida^  that  his 
eavrfiWjT.had  bMi  ieeo  that  laovaini^  thnse  miles  lo  9i»r  v^ari  I 
deoUMoa  an imiafdi«4te  atiadK*  A^eordiogly,  the  troops  ad- 
Tansad  to  wilhta  oneaitle trf  the Sofij  a^d  having  ascertaiaed 
thfti  til0  4aemy  kad  fttken  ttitte  or  ao  pcenaatioa  towards  tho 
UMid«aide^  l-  resolved  on  sn  asssJitt,  whilst. the  ladiaos  paip«^ 
Mitedvlds«aipip«  Bri0idtef-geii«  Hull)  how^rar^  preveoted  Mms 
molleai^t,  hj  pvopo^iiig  a  eessatloia  of  hoitiliMes,  for  the  par« 
,  pn^  of  prapariag  terups  of  oapitolatftoa.  LtoUeotot^coK  Joha 
M'^DoooU  aod  fapitsloGlegg  were  «ee([»^og)jr  depa  ted  bjme 
on  IU$  mistfoiii  a«i4  nsiofiied  wilbio  aa  boo*  wiih  the  condi* 
tions,  which  I  have  Ae  honor  he?ewilb  to  traasaiit.  Ceriaia 
eOa^Hdef^ioos  afterwards  iodacd^me  to  agr^  to  the  two  sop- 
jdeaseal^r^  artiplas. 

•.  XfcO'fof e^.  UiMS  s^rrooriered  to  his  majesty'^  arms,  caonot  b? 
cslhpatfid  at  less  than .  %dQP  |i«on.  In  this  es&maie,  colond 
H^Atthar'S.detadbmeQt.  is  iacioded^  ^»  he  surreodi^iied,  agree. 
aUy  ,toi  the  terms.of  capitulationi  ia  the  course^^.  the  eTeniog, 
wfath.lbe  eaception  of  90Q  men^  whom  he  left.esc^r^iRg.a  Talaa* 
Ue'ciKMFoy  at  some  iiUle  distance  in  his.  rear ;  bni  there  can 
bo-  «o  <|oisb|  tbP  ^icer  commanding  w^tl.  insider  hirasetf 
eqnally  bound  by  the  capitulation. 

'  '  Th«  ^ii^nvy >  ^gr^gVlte  force  was  divided  into  tw.o  troops  of 
oavidiry  y,  ono  ^oiapany  of  artillery  ^gpncfsrs;  the  4ih  United 
States'  regiment;  detachoieiits  of  ^^^^i^st  findJd  y^it^  States' 
fegimeiitst  Yoli>^teers;  three, regiaikea,t^,pf,ithe.Oh»o  militia; 
^oM  Yegia»eat  of  the  Mtcbiga^  tcfiritpxy.. . . 
.    Xbirty-threo  pieces  of  bractf  f^nd  jfon.4Mrdnai7ca  hfive  a^r^sdy 

A^fh^^this  poatost,  cpi^mef^ce^^  s^y.pf  the  lo^iso  ^lationp 
were  engage<(.  iu  the  aetivo  warfare  wii;b  the  United  Stat^^^.  noU 


itlfkftttldttig  A^  omvkM  (Nifleafoiirs  ^f  iiib  g6renmmV  to 
Aamtkit  tkm  ftmik  It.  "Strtkt  <€  the  principftl  ebi^fli  IkappM^ 
to  be  at  Amherstbargh,  trying  to  procure  a  svpply  of  arart  iMi. 
ammunitioii,  which  for  y^e^n.b^d  bfipn  withheld,  agreeably* to 
the  iostructions  receWed  from  sfr  James  Craig,  and  since 
repeated  by  yonr  eiceUency* 

From  that  moment  they  took  a  most  active  part,  and  ap* 
peared  foremost  oti  6tery  occasion ;  they  w^re  led  yesterday 
by  colonel  Elliot  and  captaip  M^Ki^,  and  nothing  could  exceed' 
their  order  and.  steadiness.  A  few  prisoiiers  were  taken  Iff 
them,  during  the  adrancc,  whom  they  treated  with  ercry 
humanity ;  and  it  affords  me  much  pleasure  in  assuring  your 
excellency,  that  such  was  their  forbearance  and  attention  to 
what  was  required  of  them,  that  the  enemy  sustained  no  other 
loss  in  men  than  whet  was  occasioned  by  the  fire  of  our 
batteHes. 

The  high  sense  I  entertain  of  the  abllllles  and  judgment  of 
lieut.-col.  Myers,  indticed  me  to  appoint  him  to  the  important 
command  at  Nulgara  i  ft  was  with  reluctance  I  dcj^tited  myseff 
of  his  assistance,  btit  I  had  ao  other  expedient ;  his  duties,'  as 
head  of  the  quarter.master-general's  department,  were  per. 
formed  to  my  satisfaction  by  lieut.- colonel  Nicholj  quarter- 
master-general of  the  miKtia.  .       -    .  t 

Captain  Glegg,  my  aide-de-cam {5,  will  have  the  honor  of 
deliTcring  this  despatch  to  yonr  excellency ;  he  is  charged  with 
the  colours  taken  at  the  capture  of  Fort-Detrolt,  and  those  of 
the  4th  United  States*  regiment.  « 

Captain  Glegg  Is  capable  of  giring  your  excellency  erery 
information  respecting  the  state  of  this  -  proTinoe,  and!  shall 
esteem  myself  highly  indebted  to  your  excellency  to  afford  him 
that  protection,  to  whieh  his  merit  and  length  of  service  give 
him  a  powerful  claim. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &r. 

ISAAC  BROCK,  maj..gen. 

P.  S.  I  have  the  honor  to  endose  a  copy  of  a  prodaniation 
which  I  issaed  immediately  on  taking  possession  of  this  country. 
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,  I«thoidd ka? « m«B(ianed in  Hkthodyut  my  dflS()ateli  Ae ap» 
furs  of  the  Adams ;  iHe  U  a  fine  rfiMl,  wnd  reeently  refMuitd, 
bat widiout araup    r^  '     . 


No.  7. 

Capitulation  of  Fort^Detroit. 

Camp  at  Detroit,  Aag.  16,  1812. 

Capitalatloii  for  the  surrender  of  Fort.Detroit,  entered  into 
between  maj..gen.  Brock,  commanding  his  Britannic 
majesty's  forces,  on  the  one  part,  and  brig^ier.gen.  Hall, 
commanding  the  north.westem  army  of  the  United  States 
j^  the  other  part. 

Article  I.  Fort-Detroit,  with  all  the  troops,  regulars  as  well 
as  militia,  will  be  immediately  surrendered  to  the  British  forces 
under  the  command  of  maj-gen.  Brock,  and  will  be  con- 
Sfdered  as  prisoners  of  war,  with  thc»  exception  of  such  of  the 
militia  of  the  Michigan  territory^  who  hare  not  joined  the 
army. 

,..  Art.  II*  All  public  stores,  arms,  and  all  public  documents, 
inclading  cTcry  thing  else  of  a  public  nature,  will  be  immediately 
given  up* 

r^  Art.  III.  Private  persons,  and  property  of  every  description 
will  be  respected. 

'  Art^IV.  Bis  excellency,  brigadier.general  Hull,  having  ex- 
pressed a  desire  that  a  detachment  from  the  state  of  Ohio,  on  its^ 
way  to  join  his  army,  as  well  as  one  sent  from  Fort-D^troit,  under 
the  command  of  colonel  M  ^Arthur,  should  be  included  in  tb^ 
cagi^Iation,  it  is  accordingly  agreed  to.  It  is,  however,  to  be 
understood,  that  sudi  part  of  the  Ohio  militia  as  have  not  joined 
the  ariny,  will  be  permitted  to  return  to  .their  homes,  on  con- 
dition that  they  will  not  serve  during  the  war ;  their  arms  will 
,be delivered  up,  if  belonging  to  the  public. 

Art*  V.  The  garrison  will  march  out  at  the  hour  of  1%  thi^^ 
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Mjj  aUd  the  Biitidi  foroet  wItt  take  imneduita  )pomiBioii  of 

fort.  .:  »    .    .  ': 

J.  MACDONELL,  lieiil«.eoI.  nlUit«^  p.  A.  D.C. 

J.  B.  GLEGG,  major,  A.  D.  C.  " 

JAMES  MIETER,  lieat-cal.  5tii  U.  S.  infatttrj. 

£.  BRUSH,  col.  commanding  Isft  reghiienft  nlf 

Michigan  militia. 

ApproTed— -W.  HULB,  brig..gen.  commanding  the  N*  W. 

army. 
Approved — ISAAC  BROCK,  major-general. 

An  article   supplementary  to    the   article!  of  capitalation, 
Concluded  at  Detroit,  the  16th  of  August,  l^i^. 

It  is  agreed  that  the  ofi&cecs  and  soldiers  of  Ohio  militia  and 
Tolunteers  shall  be  permitted  to  proceed  to  their  respectiTO 
homes,  on  this  condition,  that  thej  do  not  serve  dnriog  the 
pt^seut  war,'  unless  thej  are  exchanged. 

W.  HULL,  brig-gen.  commanding  U.  S^ 

N.W.armj. 
ISAAC  BROCK,  maj..gen. 

An  article  in  addition  to  the  supplementary  article  of  capitu- 
lation, concluded  at  Detroit,  the  16th  August,  1812. 

It  is  further  agreed  that  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
Michigan  militia  and  roluiitecrs,  under  the  command  of  major 
Weatheralt,  shdl  be  placed,  on  the  sarae.principlet  as  the  Ohio 
militia  and  Tolunteers  are  placed  by  the  supplementary  article, 
of  the  16th  instant.  ^ 

W.  HULL,  brig.*gen.  commanding  the 
N.  W.  army  U.  S. 

ISAAC  BROCK,  maj.-gcn. 

Return  of  the  ordnance  talcen  in  the  fort  and  batteries  at 

Detroit,  August  16\h,  1812. 

Iron  Ordnance— Dine  34-pounders,  eight  12^- pounders,  fire 
O.pounders.     Brass  ordnance— three  6.pounders,  two  4-p(juiu 
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dm,  one  8HPMidir,:oM  gwmck  tovkMr^  oMLlf.iaAidlttiii^ 
Total  of  ordnance  taken— -33. 

:^ELIX  TROVGHTON,-  lieiit-^ol.  royal  artillery. 

.  Nf  B*  No  ti^ie  to  take  an  kiventoiy  of  oxdoaiioe  stores, 
ike*  and  no  return  could  be  procuf^d  from  the  American 
officer. 


No.  8. 

Prodamaiion  hy  Isaac  Brocky  Esq,  major-general  cdhtmand- 
ing  hii  mqfe$iji*i  fertei  in  ike  pr^vinoe  qf  Upper 
Canada^  ifc. 

Whereat  the  territory  of  Michigan  was  this  day,  by  capitala- 
tion,  ceded  to  the  arms  of  his  Bri^anic  majesty,  without  any 
other  condition  than  the  protection  of  private  property,  and 
wishing  to  gife  an  early  proof  of  iipe  jnoderation  and  justice  of 
his  majesty's  government,  I  do  hereby  announce  to  all  the 
inhabitants  of  the  tfaid  territory,  that  the  laws  helerofore  in 
existence  shalt  contitiue  in  force  until  his  majefity^s  pleasure  be 
known,  or  so  long  as  tbil  fieaco  audi  safety  of  the  said  tqrrifory 
will  admit  tbe^eef ;  and  I  do  hensby  also  dedaro  aud  AMike 
'known  to  the  «a1d  Inhabitantsy  that  tliey  shaM^  be  protected  in 
the  full  exercise  and  employ  meat  of  their  reitgioh,  of  which  all 
]>ersons  both  civil  and  military  will  take  notice,  and  govern 
themselves  accordiitgly. 

All  persons  having  in  their  possession,  or  having  any  know- 
sedge  o(y  any  pdblic  property,  shall  forthwith  deliver  in  the 
flame,  or  give  .notice  thereof  to  the  o^eer  commanding,  or 
lieutenant  colonel  NpchoT,  who  are  duly  authorised  to  receive 
and  give  proper  receipts  for  the  same. 

Officers  of  militia  will  be  held  responsible,  that  all  arms  in 
the  possession  of  miUtia^qien  be  immediately  given  up,  znd  all 


ii|difld«als-w]i«^#r  wko  hwre  in  tbeir  posMfliion  arms  of  mk 
kiiid^'  will  gife  ih^m  .up  wHI^q^ t  cl^laj. 

Giiiin.  uxijd^r  JQ7  )ui|d  at  f^Aimtj  .ihh.  16th  day  of  Avgiiit, 
1819)  and  in  .the  .5^  je^r  of  his  majesty's  reign. 

,    .  1$;AAC  brock,  Baj..gen. 


.  No.  9. 

♦    .'■;'.  ■  *  •  . 

From  brigadkrmgeMr^  Hull  to  the  Am^rwan  tfierf(ary  ai 

Fort-George,  August  26.  1813. 
Sitt, 

Enclosed  are  the  articles  of  capitulation^  by  which  the  fort 
of  Detroit  has  been  surrendered  to  major-general  Brock, 
commanding  his  Britannic  majesty's  forces  in  Upper  Canada, 
and  by  w|iicb  the  troops  ha?e  become  prisoners  of  war.  Mj 
situation  at  present  forbids  me  from  detailing  the  particular 
causes  which  hare  led  to  this  unfortunate  e?ent.  t  will, 
however,  generally  obser?e,  that  after  the  surrender  of 
Michilimackinac,  almost  every  tribe  and  nation  of  Indians, 
excepting  ^  part  of  the  Miamis  iind  Delawares,  north  ifrom 
beyond  Lake  Superior,  west  from  beyond  the  Mississippi,  south 
from  the  Ohio  and  Wabash,  and  east  from  every  part  of  Upper 
Canada,  and  from  all' the  intermediate  country,  joined  in  open 
hostility,  under  the  British  standard,  against  the  army  I 
oommandejd,  contrary  to  the  most  solemn  assurances  of  a 
large  portion  of  them  to  remain  neutral:  even  the  Ottawa- 
chiefs  from  Arb^crotch,  who  formed  the  delegation  to  Wa^hipg* 
ton  the  last  summer,  in  whose  friendship  {  know  you  had  gr^t 
confidence,  are  among  the  hostile  tribes,  and  several  pf  IheA 
dbtiaguished  leaders.  Among  (he  vast, number  of  chiefs  who, 
led  the  hostile  bands,  Tecamseh,  Marpot,  Logan,  Walk-.in^' 
the-waier,  Splitting,  &c«  are  considered  the  pjcinoipals*    This 
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nMieroQt  ass^mblttge  oftavag^,  tmdef'A*  Mitfrelnfltteneetttd 
direction  of  the  British  ednmander,  etiabled  htm  toCallf  to 
ohUfw^  the  dnif  commuiiioatidii  wiileh  1  had  tvith  arf  oomitfj. 
This  coflnmunicatiofi  had  been  opened  from  the  settlementrio 
the  Itate  of  Ohio,  200  miles  through  a  wildernetf,  bj  the 
fatigues  of  the  armj,  which  I  had  marched  to  the  frontier  on 
the  rirer  Detroit.  The  Hody  of  fhe  lalie  being  commanded  bj 
the  British  armed  ships,  and  the  shores  and  rirers  b  j  gon^boatt, 
the  army  was  totally  depriTtd  of '^  communication  by  water* 
On  this  extensire  road  it  depended  for  transportation  of  profl. 
sfon^  military'  stores,  medidne,  cloathing,  and  every  otiier 
supply,  on  pack-horses — all  Its  operations  were  sncoessfuL 
until  its  arrival  at  Detroit,  and  in  a  few  days  it  passed  into  the 
enemy's  country,  and  all  opj^osition  seemed  to  fall  before  it«— 
One  mont^  it  remained  in  possession  of  this  country,  and  was 
fed  from  its  resources.  In  different  directions,  detachments 
penetrated  60  miles  in  the  settled  part  of  the  pro?inoe,  and  the 
inhabitants  seemed  satisfied  with  the  change  of  situation  which 
appeared  to  be  taking  place.  The  militia  from  Amherstburg ' 
were  daily  deserting,  and  the  whole  country,  then  under  (he 
control  of  the  army,  asked  for  protection.  The  Indians 
generally,  in  the  first  instance,  appeared  to  be  neutralized, 
and  determined  to  take  no  part  in  the  contest.  The  fort  of 
Amherstburg  was  18  miles  below  my  encampment.  .  Not  a 
single  cannon  or  mortar  was  on  wheels  suitable  to  carry  before 
that  t)Iace.  I  consulted  my  officers  whether  it  wks  expedient  to 
malie  an  attempt  on  it  with  the  bayonet  alone,  without  cannon 
t6  make  a  break  in  the  first  instance.  The  council  I  called  was 
ot  the  opinion  it  was  not.  The  greatest  industry  was  exerted 
ih  making  preparation,  and  it  was  not  ontil  the  7th  of  Auguit 
thAt  two  24-pounders,  and  three  howitzers,  were  prepared. 
It  was  then  my  inten66a  to  have  proceeded  on  the  enterprise. 
White  the  operations  of  the  army  were  delayed '  by  these 
plreparations,  the  clouds  of  adtersity  had  been  far  s6me  time, 
aiid  seamed  sttU  tbidkly  16  be,  gathering  around  me.  The 
surrcnddr  of  Michilinoiacinac   opened  the   northern  hitc  of 
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'iniitti^.ttid  tb«7  wevtf  ivanniag  tfovnih  every -^ireetioo. 
Reioforceiiieiitt  from  Niagara  had  arrired  at  Amberstbiirg, 
uiidcir  ibid  Gommand  of  colonel  Frooton  '  Tkedesertioti  of  Ae 
«liUtia  cea6«d«  Bemdes  the  rcinloirceiiietiis  t&at  came  by  water, 
I  jeceiTed  information  of  a  verj  comiderable  force  under  ^e 
eontiaiid  of  major  Chambers,  on  theriVer  Le  Trench,  urtth 
four  field«rpieoB» ;  and  calleoting  the  iinUtia  on  liis  ronte^ 
eiadeally  destined  for  Amhcrstbiiffg;  And^  in  addition  to  this 
combination  and  increaae  of  force,  contraryto  all'mj  ezpecta^ 
tfaNU^  the  WyaiidotesVObippeways,  Ottamn,  Pottawatamlei| 
Mttnieety  Ddawares,  &e.  with  whom  £  hs^l  the  most  fridadly 
tntenooarae,  at  once  passed,  over  to  Amhcrstbnrg^  and  accepted 
tko  tomahairk  and  tcalping«-knile;  There  being  now  a  tast 
number  of  bididns  at  the  British  post,  they  irere  sent  to  tho 
fiver  Huron,  BHyw^nalowft^  aid  Maguago.  io  intercept  mf 
Cammnnicatio»«t-^To  opein  this  commu^icatioit,  I  delached 
major  Vanhom,  of  the  Ohio  volniiteers,  with  20^  men^  to 
pracfiiod  as  far  as  the  rtyer  Raisin,  nnd^  lin  expectadoa  h« 
wodld  meet  cttptatn^Bmsh,  with  150  men,  Toldnteers  from 
tho  eta  te  of  Ohio,  and  a  qvabtity  of  proTision  for  the  armyi 
An.  ambuscade  was  formed  at  BrownstoWn,  and  major  Vanhdra'a 
detachment  defeated,  and  reinrned  to  eamp,  without  efleotk^ 
thtr  object  of  thi  expedition. 'i 

In.  my  letter  of  >  the  7thr  instant^  yonhaTdthe^rticulara^f 
tii^  trainsiaetion  with  a  retitrH  of  the  ksUed  and  wounded* 
Undier  tfaitaudden  and  uriexpeeted  change  of  things,  and  haTing 
leceired  an  express  from  general  Hall, '  eennnandfpg  opposite 
the  BritiiA  shore  on  the  Niaganuriver,  by  which  itappeved  thai 
t^eie  was  no  prdspeot  of  any  co-operation  from  that  quarter, 
atid  the  two  senior  oificerrof  the  artillery  having  stated  to  nie 
an  opinion  that  it  would  be  extremely  dif&cuflt,  if  not  impoa^ 
dbk,  to.  pass  Turkey* rirer,  and  rirer  Aox  £!ailards,  With 
f  4wpoarid^rs,  aitd  that  Ihcy  could  not  be  transported  by  water, 
as  the  Quten  Charlotte,  which  carried  18  ^4upoaitders,  la^  iw 
the  rtTOB  Detroit  aboTe  the  mottth^of  the.rirer  Aux  Canards; 
and  that  it   appeared    indlspensibly  necessary  to  open    the 
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commuaicatioB  to  Aerirer  Rwin  Md  tiM  Miami,  I  fovnd  myielf 
^compelled  ta  smpcnd  the  opemttoa  agaimt  Amlientiiiirg,  and 
•conMiitrate  the  main  Ibrc^  of  the  army  r(  Detroit.  Fullj 
intandinf  at  that  tlime,  after  4he  comnniiiicatioa  was  opened,  to 
re^eroaa  the  mer,  and  panne  the  object  at  AnherstlKirg,  and 
iltronglj  dedrous  of  eoatinning  protection  to  a  rery  large 
jiamber  of  inhabitaatt  of  Upper  Canada,  who  had  Tolaatariij 
aoeepted  it  nnder  mf  proclaaution, ,  I  established  a  fortress  on 
the  baalcs  of  the  riyer,  a  little  below  Detroit,  calculated  for  a 
garriflOB  of  300  men.  On  the  evening  of  ike  7th,  and  moraing 
of  the  8th  instant,  the  mrmj,  excepting  the  garrison  of  250 
infantry,  and  a  corps  of  artillerists,'  all  nnder  the  comoaad  of 
flsajor  Denny  of  the  Ohio  rolnnteers,  re-erossed  the  riwet  and 
encamped  at  Detroit.  In  pursuance  of  the  object  of  opening 
tlM  eommanication,  on  which  I  coasldered  the  existence  of  the 
lirmy  depending,  a  detachment  of  600  men-,  under  the  4;omniand 
of  lieatenant^colonel  Miller,  was  immedklely  ordcared.  For  a 
pardcular  account  of  the  proceedings  of  this  detachment,  and 
the  memorable  battle  which  was-  fonght  mt  Magaago  whicli 
reflect  the  highest  hpnor  on  the  American  anas,  I  refer  yov  to 
aay  letter  of  the  3lst  Ai^nst  instant,  a  daplicate  of  which  is 
fAiclosed,  marked  GL^j  Nothing,  howe^r,  biit  honor  ^u 
acquired  by  this  rictory ;  and,  it  is  a  paiaful  consideration, 
that  t&ebloodor75:gkliaiyt  men,  cduld  only  open  tiie  connmu. 
nication  as  far  a^  the  points  of  tfaeik'  bayonets  extended*  Ths 
9eces8liry  carc».of  the  sick  and  wounded,  and  a  Tery  serere  storm 
of  rain,  rendered  their  retom  to  camp  indisf^nsibly  necemary 
for  their  own  comfort.  Captain  Brush  with  his  small  detach, 
ment,  and  the  prdyisions  being  s^U  at  tlie  rirer  Raisin,  'in  s 
siAaaAloaujto  be  destroyed  by  the  savages,  on  the  ISth  inslaa^ 
in  the  eveeitig,  I  permitted  colonels  M^Artkur  and.  Casi  to 
select  from  their  regiment  400  of  their  most  ^fective  men,  aod 
proceed  by  an  upper  route  through  thcwo^ds;,  which  I  h$i 
sent  an  repress  to  captain .  Brush  to  take,  and  bad  dktttedihs 
mifitta  of  the  liver  Aaisin  to  accompany  him  as  a  rdnfoneement. 
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The  force  of  the  eoeiny  continbally  increasing,  and  the  necei. 
8tty  of  0pciiing  the  commiinteation)  and  actiug  on  the  defeosm, 
lieeoniiiTg  more  apparent,  I  had^  previous  to  detaching  coloAeh 
«M^Arthur  and  Cass  on  thellth  instant,  evacaatcd  and  destojed 
^e  fort  oo  the  opposite  bank.  On  the  13th,  in  the  eteninf, 
general  Brock  arrived  at  Amherstburg,  about  the  honr  colottdt 
M^Arthur  and  Cass  mavched,  0/  which  at  that  time  I  had 
received  no  inforaiation.  On  the  15th  I  received  a  summon! 
from,  him  to  surrender  Fort- Detroit,  of  which  the  paper  marked 
>A  is  a  copy.*  My  answer  is  marked  ti*  At  this'  timel 
teeelved  no  •  information  from  colonels  M ^Arthur  and  6dsi« 
An  express  was  immediately  sent,  strongly  escorted,  with  orders 
for  them  to  return.  On  the  15th,  as  soon  as  general  Brock 
received  my  letter,  his  batteries  opened  on  the  town  and  fott^ 
-and  continued  until  evening.  In  the  eveuing,  ail  the  BHtish 
•hips  of  war  came  nearly  as  far  up  the  river  as  Sandwich,  three 
tnilct  below  Detroit*  At  day.light,  on  the  IGth,^  (at  which 
^nie  I  had  received  no  information  from  colonels  M' Arthur 
4ind  Casrj  my  expresses,  seat  the  ev^ing  before,  and  in  tte 
'night,  having  been  prevented  from  passing  by  numerous  bodies 
^f  Indians,)  the  cannonade  re-commenced,  and  in  a  short  time 
I  received  information,  thait  the  British  army,  and  Indiana, 
•were  landing  below- the  Spring  wells,  under  the  cover  of  thelt 
ships  of  war. 

At  this  time  the  whole  effective  force  at  my  disposal  at 
Detroit  did  not  exceed  800  men.  Being  new  trodps,  and 
unaccustomed  to  a  camp  lif^ ;  having  performed  a'  laborious 
march ;  having  been  engaged  in  a  number  of  battles  and 
skirmishes j  in  which  many  had  fallen,  and  more  had  received 
wounds,  in  addition  to  which  a  forge  number  being  sick,  and 
unprovided  with  medtcine,  and  the  comforts  necessary  for  thdr 
situation,  are  the  general  causes  by  which  the  strength  of  the 
amy  was  thus  reduced.  The  fort  at  this  time  was  filled  with 
^oinen,  children,  and  the  old  and  decrepit  people  of  the  town 
and  country;  they  were  unsafe  m  the  town,  as  U  was  entirely 
t-       *   '  ....        •  Nm  pahli»b«d.    . 
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open  and  exposed  to  the  enemy's  batteriei .  Back  of  the  fort> 
aborp  or  below  U,  there  was  no  aafetf  for  them  on  account  of 
the  Indians.  In  the  first  instance,  the  enemy's  fire  was  prin» 
<cipf41y  ^irect^  againirt  our  batteries,  towards  the  close,  it  was 
.dkf)cted  against  the  fort  alone,  and  almost  eyerj  ^ot  and  shell 
h^i  their  efftfct. 

It  now  became  necessary  eithbr  to  fight  the  enemy  In  the 
Md ;  coUect  the  whole  force  in  the  fort ;  or  propose  terms  of 
li^itnlation.  I  could  not  have  carried  into  the  field  more  than 
000  aea,  and  left  an  adequate  force  in  the  fort.  There  were 
laodrd  at.  that  time  of  the  enemy  a  regular  force  of  much  more 
^n  th^  number,  and  twice  the  number  of  Indians.  Con.i 
iMeripg  this  great  inequality  of  force,  I  did  not  think  it 
npedieqt  to  adopt  the  first  measure :  the  second  mast  hava 
been^  attended  with  a  great  sacrifice  of  blood,  and  no  pos^ 
aij^to  jadraniage,  because  the  contest  could  not  hate  been 
imM^lined  nnore  than  a  day  for  want  of  powder,  and  but  a  veiy 
leif  4ay«  for  the  want  of  provisions.  In  addition  to  this, 
4:»^oiUBhi  M^Arthur  and  Cass  would  hare  been  in  a  most 
k^^rdom^  situation.  I  feared  nothing  but  the  last  alternative 
•*•!  hfiv^.  dared  to  ad<^t  it^ip^I  well  know,  the,  high  responjn- 
bilitiy  of  the  measure,  and  I  take  the  whole  of  it  on  myself-— it 
wai  dictated  by  a  sense  of  duty,  and  a  full  conviction  of  its 
expediency.  The  bands  of  savages  which  had  then  joined  th^ 
Srirtjsh  forc^  vrere  numerous  beyond  any  former,  example. 
Xbeir  immbefs  have  since  uicreased,  and  the  history  of  the 
4)iurbari»p8  of  the  north  of  Europe  do^a  npt  furnish  examples 
i^  ;more  grisedy  noUm^  than  thi^eMTtges  have  exhibited*  A 
iai^^  poirtioa  oC  the  brave  avd. gallant  »ftcers.and  men  I 
i^ip^^nd)  vfoiild .  cheerfully  hate  contested  up  til  the  la«t 
CMftridgie  hstd  been  ^xpeoded^  and.  the  bayonet?  worn  to  the 
sockets,  {, could  not  consent  to  the  useless,  sacrifice  of  sucb 
Ibf^Y^vinn,  wh#B  I  knew  it  was  ioipossible  for  me  to  sus^aia 
lajf  sitiiaiion.  U,  was  impossible,  .in  the  nature  of  thin^,  that 
^n.amiy  omiU  have  been,  furnished  with  the  nccefsary  SHppUq| 
of  4  provisions,  military  piioroS]^  cloatbing  and  comfort  for  the 
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^ick)  M  pM:k»lier«q%  Anrngh  a  wi!4«rne8S  of  900  M^^  filled 
^ith  hoMe  8»f9fe».  It  was  ipiposfibUi  m^  that  thii  jittfe 
funajr,  worn  dawn  hy  fati^e,  by  ^ipkn^ss, .  by  i|#ui|#,  nod 
deatbiii  could  hare  tttpportod  itself  not  only  againat  Jthe  co|- 
loQted  ferva  of  9^1  the  northeni  natioiis  of  ladjant;  bal  against  tiia 
uniladstireagtli  of  Upper  Canada,  Mrhose  population  eanjdsts  of 
nofa  than  M  timet  the  number  contain^  in  the  tenM^ry  «f 
Miehigan,  aided  by  the  prinoipal  part  qf  the  p^gebur  fareea  id 
the  profiiiee).  and  the  wealth  and  Iniueoce  of  the  notihAweil 
and  other  trading  establtehnients  among  the  Indians,  which  have 
in  their  employment  and  tender  their  entire  control  more  than 
2000  white  men.  Before  I  close  this  despatch,  it  is  a  doty  I 
owe  my  respectable  associates  in  command,  colonels  M^A^^nr, 
Findley,  Cass,  and  lieutenant^colonel  Miller,  to  express  my 
obligations  to  them  for  the  pjcompi  aod  judicious  manner  they 
haye  performed  their  respective  duties.  If  aught  has  taken 
place  during  the  campaign,  whteh  is  honorable  to  the  army^ 
these  officers  are  entitled  to  a  large  share  of  it  If  the  last  act 
should  be  disapproTCd,  no  part  of  the  censure  belongs  to  them. 
I  have  likewise  ti>  express,  my  obligation  to  general  Taylor,  who 
has  pefformed  the  duty  of  quarter-master-gcneral,  for  his  great 
exertions  in  procuring  every  thing  in  his  department,  which  it 
was  possible  to  furnish,  for  the  conreDience  of  the  army^ 
likewise  to  brigade-major  Jessop,  for  the  correct  and  punctual 
manner  in  which  he  has  discharged  his  duty ;  and  to  the  army 
generally  for  their  exertion  and  the  zeal  they  hate  manifested 
for  the  public  interest  The  death  of  Dr.  Foster  soon  after  he 
arrived  at  Detroit,  was  a  severe  misfortune  to  the  army ;  it  was 
Increased  by  the  capture  of  the  Chichaga  packet,  by  which  the 
medicine  and  hospital  stores  were  lost.  He  was  commencing 
the  best  arrangements  in  the  department  of  which  he  was  t^e 
principal,  with  the  very  small  means  he  possessed.  I  was 
likewise  deprived  of  the  necessary  services  of  captain  Partridge 
by  sickness,  die  only  officer  of  the  corps  of  engineers  attached 
to  the  army.  All  the  officers  apd  men  have  gone  to  their 
respective  homes,  excepting  the  4th  United  States'  regiment,  and 
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m  matt  part  of  the  Itl,  and  eat>ta!ii  I)y0OB*§  eominiDy  of 
artillery.  Captain  Dyson^s  company  Iras  left  at  Amberatbnrg, 
'and  tiie  odiers  are  widi  me  priidners;  they  amoont  to  about 
340.  I  haVe  only  to  solicit  an  investigation  of  my  condnet,  ai 
'early  M  my  lituation  and  the  natare  of  things  will  admit ;  apd 
to  add  the  further  request  that  -^o  gOTemment  will  not  be 
vmnirtifnl  of  my  assoeiatesin'cai^ti^ity,  and  of  the  families  of 
thod^  brave  nsen  who  have  fallen  in  the  contest.  I  have  the 
lionor  to  bej  very  respectlolly,  yonr  most- obedient  servaoti 

W.  HULL,  Brig.-Gen. 
Commanding  the  north. western  army  of  the  United  States. 

Hon.  W.  fustis,  secretary  of 
the  department  of  ,war. 

No.  10. 

«  Frean  major-general  Sh^qffe,  to  sir  G*  Preppst. 

Siaj  Fort.George,  Oct.  15,  I81«. 

I  hare  the  honor  of  informing  your  excellency,   rhat  the 
'enemy  made  an  attack,  with  considerable  force,  this  morn- 
Jng,  b^ore  day.light,  on   the  position  of  Queenstown.    On 
receiving  int^ligence  of  it,  major-general  Brock  immediately 
proceeded  to  that  post ;  and,  I  am  excessively  grieved  in  having 
to  add,  that  he  fell  whilst  gallantly  cheering  his  troops  to  an 
exertion  for  maintaining  it.     With  him  the  position  was  lost: 
but  thectoemy  was  not  allowed  to  retaiti  it  long,  reinforcements 
having  been  sent  up  from  this  post,  composed  of  regular  troops 
militia,  and  Indians,  a  movement  was  made  to  turn  hia  left, 
while  son)e  artillery,,  under  the  able  direction  of  captain  Hoi. 
croft,  supported  by  a  body  of  infantry,  engaged  his  attention 
,in  front.     This  operation  was  aided  too  by  the  judicious  posi- 
tion which  Norton,  and  the  Indians  with  him,  had  taken  on 
the  woody  brow  of  the  high  ground  above  Queenstown.    A 
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commuatetion  bring  tfaMt  apened  irith  Chippewa^)  a  jmiction 
wMfomMdMrifh  succours  Ihat  had  been  ordered  from  tiiat  poii. 
.The..eQem7  was  tlien. attacked,  and  after  a  short  hut  Spirited 
oOQfliety  was  conptetely  defeated.     I  had  the  safisfactibn  of 
receiving  the  swotd  of   their  xomihander^   brigadier.genenl 
.Wad#worth9  on  the  field  of  battle,  and  ratfny  officers,  with  900 
men,  were  made  prisoners,  and  mote  may  3^t  be  expected.    A 
^stand  of  colOttM,  and  one  d-pounder^  were  also  taken*    Th<6 
.action  did  not  terminate  till  nearif  tibree  b''cleck  -in-  the  aftd% 
noon,  and  their  loss,  in  killed  and  wonnded,  itatist  haye  bee6 
.c^siderabie.     ,0ai9,  I  believe  to  have  been  eofrnparalirel^ 
small  in  numbers  :  no  officer  was  kflled  beside^  mstjor^genertl 
Bf^ck)  one,  6f  the  most    gallani  and  zealous  officers  in 'his 
.majesty's  service,  whose  loss  cawnot  be  too  much  deplored,  and 
Iteutenant-colonel  Macdonneli,  prOTincidl  aide  de  cahip,  whose 
gallantry  and  mevit  reader  him  worthy  of  his  chfef. 
.    Captains  Dennis  and  Williams/ commanding  the  flafnk-com» 
ptanles  of  the  4Uth  regiment,  who  were  stationed  at  Queenstowii, 
were  Wounded,  braf  ely  contending  at  the  head  of  thdr  men 
Against  iupipnor  numbers;  but  I  am  glad  to  hatef  it  in  mj 
|)ower  to  add,   that  captain  Dennis  fortunately  was  able  to 
kee^  the   field,  though  it  was  with  pain  and  difficulty;  and 
captain  Williams's  wound  is  not  likely  long  to  deprire  me  of  his 
.'serTioes* 

I  am  particularly  ndebted  to  captain  Holcroft  of  the  royal 

vartBlery,  for  his  jadicious  and  skilful  co-operation  with  the 

guns  and  howitzers  under  his  immediate  superihtendance;  their 

Iwell-directed  fire  contributed  materially  to  the  fortunate  result 

of  the  day..  '  ' 

Captain  Derensy  of  the  4lst  regiment,  brought  up  the  re* 

;inforcement  of  that  corps  from  Fort.George,  and  captain 

Bullock  led  that  of  the  same  regiment  from  Chippeway  :  and 

.under  their  commands  those  detachments  acquitted  themselves 

in  such  a  manner,'  as  to  sustain  the  reputation  which  the  41st 

regiment  had  already  acquired  in  the  vicinity  of  Detroit 

.     Major-general  Brock,  iooli  after  his  arrival  at  Queenstown, 
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luid  <eot  dQWJKiidaii  t9t  tettering  th»  AoMvittn  ForUNiagam. 
Brigad<MB)^iof  ETAQi)  wlm  was  left  la  dmrg&  of  FoittJGwrgey 
directed  the  |»paimtioBi  agaiaat  it  vitk  ao  oiQck  elect,  at  lo 
aalence  its  Ji«f,  and'ta  farce  the  troops  to  ateodos  ft ;  and  hy 
kia  fNTudeot  precautHmSi  he  pieviatttad  adsdiiaf  of  a  taost  seriods 
aalu/e,  wUd^  otherwise  might  hare  .been  eilheted|  the  ooenij 
haTing  vied  heated  shot  io  fieiog  at  Fort*i3coiige.  In.  Aese 
aerrioes  he  was  most  /effeetaalljr  aided  hj  colonel  Ctaus,  {who 
Mmained  io.tho  fort  at  njt  desire,)  aod  bj  eaptiAo.  Vigoreanx, 
of  the  royal  en^een.  Brigade^niajor  Evans  also  oieoHon 
the.  coadnct  of  captains  Poweli  aod  Cameron,  of  the  nHilia. 
ortiUerj,  in  terms  of  ocHoaiendation. 

Lientenant  Crowther,  of  the  4l8t  regiment,  had  charge  of  too 
9*pounden  that  had  accompanied  the  mofooient  of  oor  Kttle 
corps,  and  th^y  were  enptoyed  with  food  effect 

Captain  Gkigg,  of  the  tf  th  regiment,  aide-decamp  to  our 
lamenM  friend  and  general,  afforded  me  most  essential  assis- 
tance; and  J  found  the  serTioesof  lieutenant  Fowler  of  the 
.41it  r^ment,  a^sistant-deputy^qnarter^master-general,  Tery 
jiseful.  I  derived  much  aid,  teo,  from  the  activity  ud  intelli- 
^nce  of  lientenant  Kerr,  of  the  Glengarry  fendbles,  whom  i 
4Bm ployed  in  commuoicatiiig  with  the  Indians  and  other  flanking^ 
parties. 

I  was  unfortunately  deprived  of  the  aid  of  the  experience  and 
ability  of  lieutenant-colonel  Myers,  deputy  qnarter-master- 
general,  who  had  been  sent  np  to  Fodrt^Erie  a  few  days  befoie 
pn  doty,  which  detained  him  there. 

Lieutenaot-colooelf  Botler  and  Clark  of  the  militia;  and 
captains  Hatt,  Durand,  llowe,  Applegarth,  James,  Crooks, 
Cooper,  Robert  Hamilton) .  M^Swen,  and  Duncan  Cameron ; 
and  lieutenants  Richardson  tad  Thomas  Botler,  commanding 
flankrcompanies  of  ihe  Lincoln  and  York  militia,  led  their 
men  into  action  with  great  i^iiit  M^jor  Merritt,  commanding 
^he  Nii^ara  dragoons,  accompanied  me,  aod  gave  mndi  assis- 
iancc,  with  part  of  his  corps.  Ca|itaJA  ▲•  Ham&lton,  belonging 
to.  it  was  disabled  from  riding,  ^nd  .attached  hbttfldf  to  the  guns 
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under  eaptaia  Hokr^ft,  Who  «pcakf  Ugblj  of  his  actinly 
and  tfsefoUeis*  I  beg  leavo  to  add,  tliat  ? olontasra.  Shitif) 
Thomson  and  Jarvit,  atlaohed  to  the  flank  <$oiiipaBie«  of  th« 
49tJi  regiment,  condiided  Uiemselfea  with  great  spirit;  the  first 
haring  been  wowidedi  and  the  last  having  beea  taken  prisoner. 
I  beg  leave  to  reoommend  these  young  men  to  your  escellsftcy'f 
notice.  Norton  is  wounded,  but  fiot  badly ;  he  and  tha  Indiaiif 
(particularly  distinguished  themselves,  and.  I  have  Tery  g«eat 
satisliaction  in  assuring  ytfur  excellency,  that  the  spii;^t  and 
good  conduct  of  his  m^osty's  troops,  of  thenuKtia,  and  of  tba 
other  prorlnciai  <»>rps,  .weve.  eminently  conspionopis  on,  this 
occasion. 

I  haie  not  been  able  to  asoertain  yet  the-  number  of  troops, 
or  of  those  of  the  enemy  engaged ;  ours,  I  betieTe,  did  not 
exceed  the  number  of  the  prisoners  we  (uivv  taken :  and  thek 
advance,  which  effected  a  landing,  prol>ab)y  amounted  to  13  or 
1400  ften.  ' 

I  shall  do  myself  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  your  excel? 
lency  further  details,  when  I  shall  have  received  the  several 
reports  of  the  occurrences  which  did  not  pass  under  my  own 
observation,  with  the  return  of  the.  casualties,,  and  those  of 
tlie  killed  and  wounded,  and  of  the  ordnance  taken. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 
(Signed)  R.  H.  SHEAFFE.  piaj..gen.    \ 

To  irift  eKodkncy  air  George  Prevost,  bart  &c. 

No.  11. 

•  » 

From  general  Fan  Renstelaery  to  the  American  secretary  ef 

uar. 

'  '       '      '  • 

fiend^taarters,  Lewistown,  October  14th2  131% 

As  the  movements  of  t|iis  army  under  my  comniand,  since  I 
ImdJastjthe  Jmior  to  address  ypu  on  the^th,  Jiave  be^of  f 
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Teirjr  inportant  ckftraeter,  -  pcodacing  oomcqtienoei  seiioiu  to 
mtiiy  iflfdWEdnalt ;  eitablithing  facto  actually  connected  with 
tli6  intarett  of  the  «er?ice  and  the  safety  of  the  army  ;  and  as 
I  Hand  prominently  responsible  for  sonve  of  these  consequences, 
I  beg  leafe  to  ezplaUi  to  yon,  sir,  and  through  yon  to  my 
country,  the  dtaatlon  and  drcumntances  in  which  I  have  had 
4o  act,  and  the  reasons  and  motives  whieh  gorerned  me ;  and 
If  the  resmlt  Is  not  all  that  might  hare  been  wished,  it  Is  sn^ 
that,  when  the  whole  ground  «hall  beviewed,  I  shall  cheerfully 
Knbmit  myself  to  the  judgment  of  my  country. 

In  my  letter  of  the  8th  inttant,  I  apprised  yon  that  the 
crisis  in  this  campaign  was  rapidly  advancing;  and  that  (to 
repeat  the  same)  '<  the  blow  ravit  be  soon  struck,  or  all  the 
toll  and  expense  of  the  campaign  will  go  for  nothing,  for  tife 
pliole  w9l  be  tinged  with  dishonor.*' 

'  Under  such  impressions,  I  had,  on  the  5th  instant,  written 
to  brigadier-generel  Smyth,  of  the  United  States  forces; 
requesting  an  interview  with  him,  major^.general  Hall,  and  the 
commandants  of  regiments,  for  the  purpose  of  conferring  upon 
the  subject  of  future  operations.  I  wrote  major-general  Hall 
to  the  same  purport.  On  the  llth  had  received  no  answer 
from  general  Smyth  t  but  in  a  note  to  me  of  the  10th,  general 
Hall  mentioned  that  general  Smyth  had  not  yet  then  agreed 
upon  any  ddy  for  the  consultation. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  partial  sueceH  of  lieutenant  ElBott  at 
Black  Rock  (of  which,  however,  I  have  received  no  official 
information)  began  to  excite  a  strong  disposition  in  the  troops 
to  act.  This  was  expressed  to  me  through  various  channels,  in 
the  shape  of  an  alternative ;  that  they  must  have  orders  to  act, 
or  at  all  hazards  they  would  go  home.  - 1  forbear  here  com- 
menting upon  the  obvious  consequences,  to  me  personally,  of 
longer  withholding  my  orders  under  such  circumstances. 

I  had  a  conference  with  •  ;  as  to  the  poaftlbility  of  getting 
some  person  to  pass  over  into  Canada,  and  obtain  correct 
information.  On  the  morning  of  the  4th,  he  wrote  to  me 
that  he  had  procured  the  man,  who  bore  hfo  letter  to  go  over. 
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IifStractioRs  were  gi^en  kirn  :  lie  patsed over,  and  obtatoeSittdl 
infarisafloii  as  .irarrttiited  an  immediate  attack.  •  This'-wai 
confidently  comnianicatiid  to  sereral  of  my  first  bffioeri,  and 
produced  ^ri;at  zeal  to.  a4t ;  more  especially  ask  mights  Itare 
a  controlling  effect  upon  the  movement  at  Detroit^  vl^Eeit 
was  supposed  tb^t  general  Brock  had  gone  iHth  all  the  foVce 
lie  dartd  to  space  irom^tbe  Niagara  froikitieh  The  b^st  prepiu 
rations  in  my  power,  were  thereCore-  made  to  dislodge  tiia 
ctteroy  fVom  the  heights  of  Queenstdwn,  and  possess  ouraelres 
of  the 'Tillage^  where  the  troops  mighl  be  sheltered  from,  the 
distressing  inclemency  of  the  weather* 

..  Lientenant^coioaet  Fleming's  flyii^.iyrtUleryi' and? a*  detadi* 
nent  of  regnlar  troops  under  his  command,'  word  ordered  tohe 
up  in  season  from  Fori* Niagara.  Orders  were  also"' sent 
general  Sffiylh,  to  send  down  from- Bnf^loe,  sach  detaefimcnt 
of  hbMgsde  as  existing  circnmstanoes  in  that  vicinity  might 
warranl.  The  attack  was  to  be  made  sit.  S  o^clock,  on  the 
morning  of  the  11th,  by  crossing  over  in  boats  from  ilie  old 
feny  opposite  the' heights.  To  avoid  any  embarraisment*  in 
crossing  the  river,'  (which  is  liere  a  eheet  of  viblenteddidi,) 
expeyieneed  boiitmen  were  jproenred;  to  take  the>  boats,  from 
the  landing  below  to  the  place  of  emfaMrkatioo*  Lteiltenantftmi 
wee  cansidctedlheman  of  the  gi^atest  skill  for  thissevvi^e';'  he 
wentA4MBad,  sttid,.in  ike  extreme  darkness,  passed  the  intended 
place  far  up  jChe  river;  and  'there,' in  a  most<^xtrMrdiiteryt 
inanner,  fastened  his  boat  to  the. shore,  and  abandoned  the 
detachment.  La  this  front  boat  he  had  i&arried  nearly  all  the 
iArS|>.  which  wiere  prepared  for  the  boats,  in  this  agdiising 
dilemma  stood  <ilBcers  and  men,  ' whose' ardor  had*' nof  been 
cooled  by  exposure^,  throngh  the  night,' to  one  of  die** most 
tremendous  north-east  storms,  which  continued  unabdted  for 
fihOttTS^.aSid  deluged  the  whtde'camp^  Galan^l  Van  Rensselaer 
was  to  have  cdmmanded.  (he  detachment. 
:  After  this  reenll,  I  had  hoped  that  the  patiesderof  the  Iroops* 
wtfiaidhave  contiiiQed,  until  I  could  submH:  tHe^plftit  sdgjfeited 
10  ray  letter  of  the  9th,  that  I  might  act  under,  and  in  com- 
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fbnil^  to, .  ihe  opMra  vfcieh  aight  be  lien  •tprmuA.  %tk 
MKf'hoptdlru  hAU;  the  prcvioiisl/  txdtod  aider  teeiMd  to  liavt 
gaiaed  Mir  heat  from  tbe  Ue  miwartiage ;  the  braye  aien  were 
nortiied  to  step  short  ef  Chdr  object,  aad  the  tfaaid  tkoaght 
iasaeb  hajf  wna  by  the  attempt. 

.On  the  aiomiog  of  the  19th,  aach  iraa  the  pfestaie  npon  aie 
frem  all  qaarters,  that  i  became  satinitd  that  mj  refasal  to  act 
anight  iiiTolfe  an  in  taspioieo,  add  the  senriee  hi  dugrace. 

Lleiitenaiit«eoioiiel  GbrUtie,  itho  had  jaat  arrlTod  at  the 
Finir.mile  Creik,  and  had,  late  in  the  night  of  the  Itt,  eoa^ 
templated  an  attack,  gallantly  aSettd  me  hn  own  and  hli  nfan*t 
iervic0i:  bnt  he  got  aiypcrmk'sion  teo  latew  He  now  again 
eaoM  forwavd,  had  a  cenferenoe  with  ceienel  Van  Renaseiaer, 
and  begged  that  he  might  hare  theiionor  of  a  command  in  the 
eipaditton.  The  mrrangemeat  waa  mtiAe*  Colonel  ¥aa 
Renmelaer  was  to  command  one  celanm  ef  3^  asUltia ;  aad 
lieatenant»colonel  Chriitie  a  oalnain  of  the  same  nuaiber  af 
regular  troops* 

Bfery  precaution  was  now  adopted  as  to  boats,  and  the  most 
Conf  dential  alhd  experienced  men  to  manage  then*  At  an  early 
hour  in  the  night,  Kent^aniAoolonel  Christie  'nniaehed  hb 
delaehment  by  the  rear  read  from  Niagara  to  the  ^imp*  At 
t  in  the  ereniag,  lien  tenant-colonel  Stranahan's  r<*gtnient 
iianadCronl  Niagara  falls:  at  8  o^aloek,  IV'lead's,  awdat  1>i 
Kaatanant-«eelooel  Bknd*s  regiment  marched  froav  tbe  sam^ 
place.  All  were  la  camp  in  good  season^  Agreeably  to  my 
elders  issued  itpen  tbis  occasion,  the  two  columns  were  to  pass 
er<}r  iegetber;  as  soen  as  the  he^hts  should  be  carried^ 
Iteatfcnant^colionel  Fen  wick's  ilytng  artillery  was  to  pass  over  9 
Ihenmi^or  Mnllany '9  detachment  of  regulars;  and  theotfaes 
troops  to  follow  to  order*  '         < 

Celond  Vaa  Rensselaer,  with  great  presence  of  mtedy  erderii 
his  officers  (o  proceed  with  rapidity,  and  stmrm  tbe  fert.  •  TblS 
■ariirioe  was  gattantiy  performed,  and  the  eifsmy  driren  d^wn 
tlm:hlU  in  eiery  Erection.  Soon  after  this,  both  partiaa  were 
eoosidsrably  rdaforccd|,  and  the  dasiict  was  renewed  k  farl* 


MS  plaoes.  •  Manfof  the  eiieiaf  4ook  fthdfer  b^ltid  a -flfoiie 
jgnanfboiise,  ivieire  a  p^ett  of  oidnaiice  was  now  briskfy  strretf^ 
t  ordered  the  fire  of  our  battery  ^o  be  directed  u|)ofi  the  giiard« 
l^oitse;  and  it  was  »6  eilfecttia?]y  done,  that  with  eight  or  ten 
fhot  the  fire  was  silenbed.  The  etramf  then  Retreated  behind  a 
hrrge  stone  honse ;  blit  in  a  short  time  the  rovtebecanie  general  j 
and  the  enemy ^i  fire  was  silenced^  except  ttem  a  one-gnn-bal^^ 
tery,  so  far  down  the  river  at  to  be  bttt  of  the  reaeh  ofoniP 
heavy  ordnance ;  and  onr  light  pieees eonld  net  slleneeit.  ^A 
number  of  boats  now*  passed  over  ttnannoyed,  except  by  the  one 
imsilenccd  gnn.  '  For'sometitfife  0fter  I  passed  over,  the  victory 
appeared  complete :  but  !ii  expectation  of  further  attaokv,  i 
was  takitig  mesisures  for  fortifying  my  camp  Immediately;  the 
direcHon  of  thb  serf  lee  i  committed  to  lieutenant  Totten,  of 
ihe  engineers.  Bat  very  soon  thb  en^my  were  rein  forded,  by  9^ 
ietachmetit  of  sevei'Kl'hnnd^ed  IndlMis  from  Chippeway ;  the^ 
eotnmenced  a  f bHous  ^ttaek  ;  but  were  promptly  met  and  routed' 
by  the  rifle  and  bayonet.  By  thicr  time  I  pcrceiyed  my  troops 
were  embarking  very  slowfy.  I  passed  immediately  over  la 
accelerate  their  movements;  but,  tb  my  utter  astonishment,  I 
foQnd  that,  at  the  Very  m6ment>when  complete  victory  was  in 
onr  hands,  the  ardor  of  the  unengaged  troops  had  entirely 
subsided.  I  rode  in  all  directions;  urged  the  nftea'  by  erery 
consideration  to  pass  over,  butlrivaio.  Ltentenant-col.  Bloom, 
who  bad  been  wounded  in  action,  returned,  mounted  his  horse, 
and  rode*through  the  camp^  99  did  also  judge  Peck,  who  hap.-' 
pened  to  be  here,  exhorting  the  companies  to  proceed — but  all 
in  vain. 

At  this  time  a  large  reinforcement  from  Fort-George  was 
discovered  coming  up  the  river.  .As. the  battery  on  the  hill  was 
considered  an  important  check  against  their  ascending  the 
heights,  measavei  were  immediately  taken  to  send 'them  a  fresh 
^uppjv  of  ammunition,  as  I  learnt  there  were  only  left  20  shot 
for  file  18-pDanders.  The  reinforcements,  however,  obliqued 
to  tiie  right  from  the  road,  and  formed  a  junction  with  the  In* 
diajas,  In  the  rear  of  the  heights.     Finding,  to  my^^^infinite  mor. 
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tU«atiofn,  4|«t  p^  faidforcMBMt  wonld  pun  ant ;  leeing  tint 
i^^oth«r  aeTore  cooflict  mnst  soon  commence;  and  knowing 
tb^  the  brafe  men  aft  the  heights  wpte  quite  exhausted^  and 
iiearljr  ont  of  ammnnitton  i  all  I  could  do^  was  to  send  them  a 
Utslk  supply  of.  cartridges.  At  this  critical  moment  I  despatched 
^  note  to  general  Wadsworth^  acquainting  him  with  our  sitna- 
tipn:.  leaTing  ihi^  c^prse  to.  be  pursued  much  to  his  own  jndg* 
ment;  with  assurance  that  If  he  thought  best  to  retreat^  I 
Yonld  endeaTOur  to  send  as  man/ boats  as  I  could  commandy 
and  coyer  his  retreat  by  CTory  fire  I  could  safely  make*  Baft 
the  boats  were  dispersed  ;^  many  of  the  boatmen  had  fled,  panic 
itruck ;  and  but  few  got  off*  My  note^  howcTcr,  could  but 
little  more  than  have  reached  general  W.  about  4  o'clock,  when 
a  most  serere  and  obstinate  conflict  commenced,  and  continued 
lor  about  half  an  hour,  with  a  tremendous  fise  of  cannop^  flying 
artillery,  and  musketry.  The  eneu^  suocooded  in  re. possessing 
their  battery,  and  gaining  advantage  on  every  side ;  the  brava 
men  who  had  gained  the  victory,  being  exhausted,  of  strength, 
and  ammnnition,,  and.  grief edi  at  the  nnpardonable  neglect  of 
their  fellow  soldiers,  gave  np  the  conflict. 
.  I  can  only  add,  that  the  victory  was  really  won  ;  but  lost 
for  the  want  of  a  small  reinforcement;  ^ne.third  part  of  the, 
idle  inen  might  have  saved  all. 

.  I  haye  the  honor  io  he^  ftc. 

STEPHEN  VAN  RENSSELAER. 

Hon.  William  Eustisi  secretary  of  war.  .     *         .    . 
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No.  IS,  ^ 

.  .  FrmH'eapiain  Wool  io  colowl  Van  Rena^bi^. 

DcARsiEj  Buffaloe,  QQt.i3,  l&H.. 

I  hare  the  honour  to  communicate  to  you  the  circumstances 
attending  the  storming  of  Queenstown  battery,  on  the  13th  inst.; 


%tlh  tt<M*  wUdi  lUi^peftai^  pt^tiMsly  y^  fkti  tXtMf  well 

la  piiniMiice  of  jrour  order,  we  proceeded  round  tlie^pcAit 
^dd  iMdsded  tiie  t^cks,  whfeh  broagkt  et  pu^ly  ^  t^Y  of  Uie 
betteiy.  Wi^  tidolL^  it  wiHidttt  liivdi  resiftuee.'  I  imtteffietely 
Alfmed'Hie  l»iibps  in  teer^ir  llie  bettery,  iilid  fhrntunff  Ae  yiU 
lege,  wli^'I  ^obiefred  iJMMinil  Bro<^  wfitk'bte  trdops  formed) 
oootistiiig  of  fo^lr  oonipaniet  of  Ilie49lb  tegtinenf,  Imd^afcw 
nlMin,  mMdUng  for  onr  left  flank,  f  Inmiiiiitely  deta^Md  n 
party  of  150  men,  to  take  poMeMrton  dftlielheigto  abore 
Qneenftown  battery,  and  to  hold  goaewtf  ^nkk  iti  cheek ;  but 
in  oonteqneaoe  of  Itirdaperior  foim  tbejr-MtiHsated.  I  lent  a 
vrfnforoeiaent  $  iMtwHlwianding  wkicb,  tlie  enemj  drove  ot  to 
the  edge  of  the  bank :  when,  with  the  grttl^t  ekertions,  wo 
brought  the  troopi  to  a  stand,  and  ordered  the  oficert  to  bring 
their  men  to  a  charge  as  soon  as  the^^mnnition  was  expended, 
which  was  execated  with  some  confasion,  and  in  a  few  moments 
the  enemy  retreated*  We  pursued  them  to  the  edge  of  the 
beigbtay.wheo  colonel  M^I>oBAld  he4  his  hone^duvt  from  under 
hnn,  and  himself  was  mortally  wounded.  In  ike  interim,  gene- 
ral Brock,  in  attempting  to  rally  his  forces,  was  killed,  when 
the  enemy  dispersed  in  every  direction.  As  soon  as  it  was 
practicable,  I  foniied  the  troopi  in  a  line  on  the  heights  front* 
ing  ^he  Tillage,  and  immediately  detachied  fiiin king  par tica, 
iftrhich  cdbsisted  of  captain  Machesney  of  the  )ftth-  regiment, 
lieatebant  Smith,  and  enidgn  GrosTcnor,  witi'  a  smalt  detach^ 
men  t  of  riflemen,  \9ho  had  that  tabdient  4rrtred;  at  the  same 
tidie,  I  ordered  lleatenant  Ganesroort  and  lieotehant  Randolph^ 
with  idetaichmentof  artillery,  to  drill  out  an  IS-pbuhder  which 
had  been  preTiously  spiked,  and  if  possible  to  bring  it  to  bear 
tipon  t&ii  Thlage.  The  wounded  and  prisoners  I  ordered  to  bo 
collect^,  and  serit  to  the  guard^house.  About'this  tiiiie,  which 
wa^'abokf  three  or  four  o'clock  In  the  affiirnooil,  lieutenant. 
6bt.  -ChifsHe  arrived,  and  took  the  command.  He  ordered  me 
across  the  rirer  taget  my  Wounds  dressed.  T  regained  a  short 
time.     Ottr  flanking  parties  had  been  drftteuSh  by  the  Indians ; 
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short  ikirmbh  with  them,  utd  they  retreated,  and  l,M9m$9i;^ 

v^.i  .i$^n^9iP9ld;  ,to  ,)r<Myrv|ymticftliict iiot»^:lie%t^a|Dta.Bm* 

4^^i|lg,lBl»1f]kollK9^.thft«Aj^iN»•. .   *.:  .  1     /r.. 

i  'i'"  \      :   .  YpMr A4(pt.AhQi|ieiit:litti»bie4ervajit^     .  . 

cr  >      .  ..    V      ;>     JpHN  E.  WQOI/^  oipt^iaairegtiiifi 
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!  From  iibmUmmi^oL  BH^kf^  ^  il9r4^«jp»t«ifi%e^«. 
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J     .;  ^  , -J  JFrcnchipaii's  C)Beek,.nc»r  Fp^)tpEri«, 

c«eded  iit^Jafltlj;  in^  ,fj;at„directl<Mi^  haT%  gjicn .  Qij^^f^^  «P- 

the^ommand.bf  Ii«utenant>.c«l.  Cl»rk.  .to  reinforce  the. right. 
Qa  toy  ajrrW^l  within  sik  utiles  ..of  FpcUErie,  I .  overtook 
VUor  HatL  of,tibi^.Stj^  Di^coln.r^ipeqt|W(tjt.t)|«oiHti^»  under 

4Ut  rc^ment,  ^updei;  the,  cpjnwj^  of  U^ntenan^  Ai^lnlyfej 
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morning,  the  enemy,  consisting  of  about  400  men,  tnany  of 
tkmk  ^t»  saltovt,  eifeettd  a  landing «f04hcr  Red  IloQie,^  oppo- 
Ml  tbeu]jbAi>ter»  of  lidMenan^Lamoiir^'' 40tli'  fegiment,  aMd  siic^ 
oMM  ill  gairiag^pdiBSOisioB  of  "the  battidries^  Met*  baviirg  b«ent 
ibestigaVffieijr  and  w»rm1y>o^p*S0d  by  UMtenaiit  Kirfg,  of  XhsU 
tmyA^hMMeryy  'iik)fnin8nding  'two  iel#^)»ieoeii,^  Md  Jieutensmi? 
{iAlbOBt^^vlth 'la^l'ty,  ;conBf8tki^^{«ba^titlM>iA^  bnljr;  tbt^ 
itmaitfder  of 'bil  d<tlnthment  beittg ««Mlon^  tk>'Atf  two  batterter 
iteMi  figbt  Bdtb  these ofliGeDrawe^  sei^lj  ^kHiiwMI :  ihe 
ftm^tftftAt^  pvijoncnr.  Captain  R#MwkiE',>:'doifribabdiii^tbe^ 
NorfM^'orflUH^  stattioned  -at' the  Ibrtj,  lot^ohearind  th^  ro|io»i 
of.mii8keti»y,.lnrdiedlatdy  ovdefed^the'Aieta^aitiddt^hift  cdnimaivd) 
toloi^r-aBdinarcb'lb  the  potivt  of  fittacU^' afttinrhat&ig  et«' 
diMigei'a'  feivr  vonads  with  ^tbeHKrettj,- iHid^^firtdUig'^^Se  tiirsift  of 
ilipirior.fotee;*  he  mtlrod*  lieaiteniiat^Bi^n'^  «f-  tlib  Wittttiti^ 
affHUet)^  liadiiig;  the encnijr: gaining  poKe^i^ttoof  theiNittertes,: 
aodri  beiftg.  unablb  fto  defbn^  hhnidf  bgtiwtt:  stieb '  a  sitperioc 
forco^imtncdiatfely 'bpHced  tivd44-iponndeii  vnith^half^moon  bat^* 
ter|r,lpfMa  ip*  itst  failing  iato>  the  handsoil  tiie>  ehe»y.  :Th<( 
sestdea  4t  Eoct-^Srie  fateriti^  a  firings  iii<  the  dii^dcttoai  bf  the;  bat- 
teric^'  majUriQiansbjr  marched^t  't^  o'clodhy  >with  the  detach.* 
ment'«f  ..tha?  49th'  vegiaaeiil,  *o6nsisting  of  80  meat,  to^^meei  tbts' 
cne^ly^^alld  to  support  the  batteries  jf'Ieavin|( 'captain*  Wbe|an,> 
aitosidhig  tordinectioAsl  W^  befoi^  git^n'io  oa^  of  an  attaok^^ 
tt>faelaitt  thai  fQrM»s^  *  Ma3«nr  Ottm^  ^dr^ed  towards  the^ 
batteries^  hjthe  back-road^  to  stipport' liiintenani  Lamont;' 
but  baTing'infet  with  lieutenant-  Brywiti  of  <1ie  itftMthuairtSIMrjr,! 
who.  Ibfofmed  tiim  that  th^  enemy  were  (a  •pos^esiiM  «ff<tlle 
baiiteUos^'  and  U  being  then  dark,  hei^bhangcd  4i)s:dirodtiaiiVttndt 
momd^tathe'Tight  along  >tba  front  rdad,  betdVtrlhdbklloHKt,* 
with  «.  View  ef  ifalling*'  in'  w4th  ^oine  part*Of  flebtetiant*  Lamifnt'S' 
dBtacfamabt,  (and.  KkbwisaJaooth^r  partf  oti  this  }^tV  congit tfeg 
dfiM'taien^  stationed^  opposite •tatIi^^%nd''bfSqubw  .Mand,: 
(Mibnindikl  by  Neiitentot-Bartlef  ^-^nt'i^hb^  H  4ppea¥rf  bad*' 
nofedofroiq  tbcncey 'eaurlj'  In  tha  aferhing^  ^to  tfte  icft^  ^-h^re 
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Hie  eneinj  had  liketrise  laad^  their  tfodjUi  dppttMft  «li>  An 

.  Iieiiteiim»t  Bartliy  uMiok^d  ther  enem^f  cetMliling  oC  ahiif 
360  iiM»|  and  kept  up  «  fire  ttpon  the  boeta  for  ahoel  16  or  M 
minutes^  when  he  obaenrtdrft  party  eemieg  towdrda  him,  which 
he  tack  te  Be  eor  militia;  bet|  finding  Iheili  to  be  a  party  ef 
the  enemy,  and  a  number  ef  hia  men  being  kiHad,  wekinded,  or 
mhsingi  he  retired,  cromiag  Prenchn^an't  Caeek  at. 'the  mill ; 
a  ii4{le  above  whieh  he  joined  niajor  Ormaby^  having  only  15 
or  17  men  left  Major  ONiaby,  whose  detaehment  ^ontinned 
their  march  to  Frendiman'a  creek,  was  £red  on  froiiahonae 
alK>rc  the.  bridge  by  a  party  of  tlie  enemy;  and  haying  re^ 
turned  their  fire  with  two  or  thfee  ronnds  froii  Ida  detach- 
ment, he  aueceeded  in  passinffihe  bridge,  althtegh.  partly 
destroyed  by  the  enemy.  He  here  halted,  to  aacertaln  the  fwce 
opposed  to  him ;  bat  as  It  atiU  Continued  very  dark,  be  conJd 
neither  see  .the  ianeni^,  nor  di»eorer  hia  movemeitts*  He  tiien 
proceeded  about  a:  mile  farther  ba  the  road  downward,  where 
he  was  joined  by  lieutenant  M^Intyre,  of  <he.  light  infantry, 
4ist  regiinent,  and  remained  tbrK  niitil  diy-ltglit;  when  I  ar- 
rived, and  inmiediafeiy  advanced  with  the  whole  of  the  force 
here  concentrated  nnde^  major  Otmaby,  and  major  Hatt  of  Hie 
6th  Lincoln  militia,  having  under  hb  command  the  different 
compatiies  of  mHltia  on  this  line,  conaisttng  of  about  JKX)  men, 
towards  this  place,  with  a  light  5-poander,  ^here  we  took 
captain  King,  of  the  United  Stales*  Infiuitry, .  and  about  SO 
rank  and  file,  prisoilers.  The  enemy,  at  this  tiiiie,  Ivere*  cross- 
ing the  river  with  a  considerable  numer  of  boats,  having  about 
30  men  in  each,  making  towards  the  land.  I'odrdered  (he  6«. 
pounder  to  open  upou  them,  which  was  ably  directed  hf 
bombardier  Jackson,  of  the  royal  artillery ^  and  acted  with 
much  execution.  1  formed  the^liie  on  the  bank,  major  Orm^ 
and  the  40th  being  on  the  right-  After  a  few  rounds  from  our 
musketry  the  enemy  retired  to  the  American  shore,  behind 
Squaw  Island,  having  anatained  considerable  loss.  Thelmfiaa 
warriorsi  under  mi^or  Given,  having  heaod  the  report-of  oor 


ftre,  inMiedStilotj  juiacdnt!  I  theii  marolitd  wMi  ihe  tigitr 
company^  of  fhc  4<ltt  ta  atceiMtt  the  tiamber  and  position  pt 
tk«  enemy  in  onr  from,  io  whick  moVement  I  reeeifed'  4ba'* 
greatest  asBlBtancto  from  maj#r  Girenyanil'tke  Indiam  nncier  likr/ 
command.    The  enemy  had  dismonated-  the-  gnofy^and  left  ibet 
batteries :  I  nrderod^  ibe  line  to  adTaacey  and  took  vp-a  poll. 
tloB  to  tbeifi  :r^ar,  iraitkig  bb  fat dier  ia^ralions.    1  had  bean.' 
joined  by-  IteateMmt^ool;  ^Clark,  mad  'his  detacbibenf,:  houa 
Cbippeway.    Captain  Wbelan  still  continued  ii^  FoTt*£rle,  audi 
bad  not  been  attacked  during  the  absence  of  niajtar  Oimsby  and 
Ml  detachment.-    The  e^einy'keiit  np  aetrong  fire  on  onr  lines 
from  their  batteries  till  one  o'lock  ;  when  a  flag  of  truce  came 
<yver  to  sntumon  Fort.Eria,' and  io  demand  the  surrender 'of 
tbat  fort  t6'  ihe  American  aniby.    ^A  copy  of  general  Bih^th's 
letter  i^^dibpanies  this  despatcb;    I  tent  captalii  Fitzgerald  of 
tbe  49th  regiment  With  my  answer'/  Wkitch  was«-^^  &at  ihe  troops 
under  my  conimand  beinr  sufficient  to  repulse  any  ajttack  from  ^e 
enemy ;  andliaTingrecMved  reinforcements  rroih  b^lowj  I  should 
not  figreqto.bip  req^nest.^'    The  0- pounder  taken  by  the  enemy 
in  the  morning)  as  likewise  the  3-pounders,  were  foi|nd  without 
hafing  sustained  the  least  injury*     Great  .credit  is  due. to  c^. 
tain  Kerby  and  his  artillery,  for  their  exertions  in  getting  up  t]|e 
guns  on  tbe  batteries ;  which,  by  tbe  morning  of  the  30th,  we 
succeeded  in,  and  have  been  eter  since  in  expectation  of  an 
attack,  bat  which  the  enemy  do  not  think  proper  to  make.  To 
captain  JKerby,  lieutenants  firy son  and  Hall  of  the  militia-artil- . 
lery,  and  bombardier  Jackson  of  the  royal  artillery,  the  greatest 
credit  is  due  ;  as  well  as  to  lieutenant.col.  Nichot,  quarter, 
master-general  of  nplitia,  and  li^u^enan;^  Bernard,  acting  stajBf. ' 
adjutant    I  have  also  derired,  the  greatest  assistance  from 
lieptei^antACol.  Clark,  ^mmanding  the  militia  ;  major  prms1gr| 
commanding., a  detachment  of  the  40th  regiment;  apd  major 
Hatt,  «f  tbe  5th  Lincoln  mijitia,  and  all  officers Jn  command  of 
corps  and  companies  undec  my  orders.    Tb^  Norfolk  militia. 
under  captain  Boat  wick,  gare  a  strong  proof  of  the  talor 
whidi  has  uniformly  distinguished  the  militia  of  tbi3  country .r 


irl^tt  Gftllcdteio  Mbm^f  ItiilBi<Ilikawk«riiMntiM4ka»imeaoC 
diptmU'WIielAsi,  oCiIhe  iKewfo«liMaafkr<9iineiil;  «i(p(miis,<al|80i- 
bfibi  4iid  i$»iiii(lBriy  irf  itliBn4  Ut  i;i  tfaptaiftiFilz^ipald^  4Qtii;;'f  sumI 

iiQA»beirar!ab1e  tomanUfm  ti^hm  UithfitiikMy.iibnt^  itam  the 
i«iiiiiAer^lQfejtoitefttld,f«Kdlh9llQftU:tiialiii^  itiiMit 

P.\Uf9mM^^  aiyi§iqn,o{  the ^flpjr^ei-ii^  ;n  Ifjpper  Qaiiada,. 
2U/  November. — Roytu  artillery  ;--I.rankaiia  file*  wounacd. 


Sra  rSnlc  ranci'  file,  wounded;  '3  drnniiiiers,  ^1  ranlc^  and 'me, 
J^fihtia  artillery  ; — 1  serjeant,  wounded. 


aqd  nie  \vounded  ;  4  rank  and  nle  missing. 

Total  loss; — 14  ran  It  and  nTe,  (lirie,).!   serjeant,  1  rank 
ani;  file,  (miima,).  M^ed,;    <  lieutenants,    t  sefjeanis,  -« 
riiirk  aiid  6fej  (line,)  1'  captain,  1  lieutenant;*!  ser]eaiit,''I&* 
rjLuk  and  file,  (militia,)  wounded  ;   3  drummers,  21  rank  ana, 
file,  (line,)  II  rank  and  file,  fmilitia,;^ missing. 

Gcnerai  total;  1  serjeantJ'Vfe  rank'  aiid  file^Jitmerf;  1  c3p- 
tain^  3  licutenapts,  4  scrjeants,  30  rank  and  fite,  wbradea  V  3 
dlrummcrs,  3^  rank  and  nle,  missing.  ^ 


*  .    '    i>   .i;    i.o    tJ   Vi  VjI    *r.ii   no/  '•:/*      '. ';.;5^!nU  ;^rij . /*  .jii 
prisoner.  ^ 


M    it  4'>.:/ 


.•fdM/opr-^-t^ieuteAAhtLetinont,  s^T^r^y^       *  ^"^    *\^ 

'.  iif  Norfoh' miltUia^k^?:^  Boktwlck;  5?rgM:f^|  ifditeiiki« 

ByersoD,  seT^jrely.. 


&cr  «C.  ^ifC,'  ^ 

'^'FtelfittHjr  )lr«MVf<lilltlla9e4ielIlyour^so(Mlr}&c^rct^  mUb 

and  rely  for  redress  of  injaries  on  the  Tttlor  of  the  AnASrkaib 

'  TbMfr<rftlbrhasbetli49Hispncu6Qs//j;Botf^ba&faini(  laateeii 
iibfOrianal0Jil'ib«>sQ]w<i0n^of  Boiae  of  i  tlopB^iRha^^diMttaliU 
Qii^  atmjtiial  beM  dSAgractf ully  ivrrAiddfecfcandloft  f^  Aatikfih 
hi»ikMk'%licAMedbfi£  i^lf^lfitM^^^kiitmpi'H  past  It  •mhaii 
tMWoi^gt^ii^ilyC  ofUhi^^iMliiy^^Aeii^  wUb^moatiinqpiBpetiM- 
nteaim:^  tM  diM»  '^  fk^d^yiMUifHal^  i^  appiraii.  Tl^an 
commanders  were  popular  men,  ^<  destitoie  alike  ofw  tbqaijrh 
andefperitf^««ik<Mtrt%^  Ur. 

In  a  few  days  the  trS6^  iMttder/tof  aMniaiiJl  irfBipl^eit  ike 

American  standard  in  Canada.    They  are  men  accustomed  to 

obedience,  silence,  and  steadiness.    They  will  conquer  or  they 

will  die. 

WOl  you  stand  with  your  arms  folded,  and  look  on  this 
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interesliag  Utn§^l  Are  jro«  not  idatad  i9  the  meo  mho 
foafhtatBeiiiitafCooa»i8anU0g»^  Hm  the  race  degnented? 
Or  haTe  yoa^  under  thebapeful  infloenoe  of  iNmtendiiig 
factions,  forgotten  your  conntij?  Mast  I  turn  from  jroa, 
and  ask  the  men  of  tlie  sU  nations  to  support  the  governm^t 
of  the  United  $tates  ?  Shall  I  imiUte  the  officers  of  the  British 
kmg,  and  suffer  our  ungathcred  laurels  to  be  tarnished  with 
ruth^  dHs  \  Shamjs^  where  ia  thj  blnsh  1  No.  Where  I 
command,  the  vanquished  and  the  peaceful  i||i^i,^the  child^  the. 
maid|  and  the  matron  shall  be  secure  from  wrong.  If  we 
conquer^  we  will  ^*  conquer  but  to  saTo*" 


%«      ^.^v>%%<< 


Men  of  New  Tork! 

The  present  is  the  hour  of^  repown.  HaTe  jrou  not  a  wish 
for  £une  ?  Would  you  not  choose  in  future  times  to  be  named 
as  one  of  those,  who^  imitatifig  the  heroes  whop  Montgomery 
led,  haTe,  in  spte  of  the  seasons,  tisited  the  tomb  of  the 
chief,  and  conquered  the  country  where  he'lies  ?  Tea.  Ton 
desipe  yourj^re  of  fame*  Then  seise  the  present  moment ;:  if 
you  do<n«t,  lyourWiU  rtigtet  it;  and  say,  ^fthe  Taliant  have 
bled  in  Tmnf  .tke(  friends  of  m^  eoitntry  fell«4-and  I  was  not. 
there/'  -.  •  '•  .•-..•';. 

AdTance,  then,  to  our  aid.  I  will  wait  for  you  a  few  days. 
I  cannot  give  you  :tbe  flay  >of  my  depavtnre.  But  come  qm 
Coito In  companies,  half  coo^mnles,  pairi,  or  singly...  I  vrilJl 
orgnmae  you.  fbr  a  shbrt  tour.  Ride  to  tkis  piece,  If  t|ie 
distmvoe  is  lar,,;  and  fend  baok  yonrhoiFsoi.  J9nt  femcmhery 
that,  esery  man.  wh^.  accoQipmef  us,-  fyiaoe^  himself  ifader 
s^  command^  fmd  shall  Mibaut  to  thf  nUut^ry  r^trainU  .of 
discipline..-  .   .:...   j--  .  .  ./.  if- 

ALEX.  SMTTil^  ^iii*««V: 
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No.  1ft. 


i  .  .•    *l 


From  hrigddier^genertdSmgthy  to  Heufenani'XplonilBiiihefpl 

•.Sir,  '     .-       .     "  ^ 

Ai  yott  ii«re  seena  pwrt  of  tte.hMrly  oicfMiitig'fofM  nnller 
nj  «oiini«id>  I  profiotieiaycA  the  turMsder  of  FoH»Sri6,  t» 
qMwe.theeffiiiiottpf  Iddod*.  Ityiaitlieopportitilj'  toaMMejmiV 
that  :titt  defHtation  70a  h»m  vitoMfteA  has  baeii  ctondUdb 
bjr.tailei^  not  liader  ujT  iMkoffitjr^  mi  a^afaut  H(y  kili. .        j 

Very  n^iMraUf >  ^ 

'  YeiaMBiiti  ohadiml,  ^ 

'  '(>ciloiicl  ftinhopp^  comteandiiiit'the 
'  Britkih  amj)  FMikEcie* 

Moteinber  Bth,  IBIS. 


.♦ ' 


t .  1 


No.  16; 


.  .     *.  •< 


•  ♦'. 


';  '  Pmc^tj  February  93^  1813 


»  .  i         ::  »" 


/ 1  haTB  the  hoaor  to  acqnMot  7^%  f^^  ^^  iDformation  of  hi# 
exceUencT'thexoiQOiand^r  of  tha  for^0t«  tbat«  in  conaeqnence  o( 
the  commands  of  his  excel  leircy,  to  retaliate^  under  favorable, 
cif  cnps^ces,  upoa  the.enepy,  for  his  late  wanton  aggressioni 
on  this  Jrapitier»  I  this' morning,  about  7  p'clock.  crossed  thp, 
r^m  St.  J^wrence  u|^ii  jtlbe*  ice,  and  attacked  and  carried,, 
affier.  a  little  more  than  an  hoar>^  action,  his  position  in  and  near 
the;  .opposite  town  of  Ogdenbur^,.  tafcii^g  eleren  pieces  of^ 
cannon^  and  alibis  ordnance,  marine,  commbsariat,  and  quar- 
ter.majiter^ general's  stores^  four  officers  and  70  prisoners,  and 
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burning  two  armed  schooners,  and  two  largo  gun-boats,  and 
both  his  barracks.  _:  \    j  / 

My  force  consisted  of  about  480  regulars  and  militia,  and 
w^s  4iYi4od  Into  two,,c^lujD9Qa:  tifo  ri|;ht  commani^ed  by 
captain  Jenkins,  of  the  Glengarry  light  infantry  fencibles,  was 
composed  of  his  own  flank  company,  and  about  70 -militia; 
nnB^inmtJAmiiiM^i0t  1|irM,  'aiiA'«ii»tfiiemf^«poiitioiFia/the 
#ld,fiT«Jhdi/ft>r«^  iwjsa  ^MQled  t&  ci^dk  Msi  IffI,  daAiatBav^ 
Ustretnta^  «ifa^.iiBOfod»  <Ai*MtM  theAdtttolwauiy^on^lmg 
df  laotTof-^tho  Jdiiif'i  ^gfmeli^  40f«f  4hf  myld^Haiitfovgidiliia 
corps,  .Und  9fm^tt^»S^'MU\^,^4omkt&$  hj«  positioa.ki  tiio  io«i% 
where  he  had  posted  his  head^'iM^SSilillftvy.  The  depth  of 
the  snow  in  sonMdegi^  MardMib^lfiib  adyance  of  both  colamns, 
and  eiposed  thaa^pafftiiiiMilj^  Ihid^^i^Wt,  to  a  heavy  cross  fire 
from  the  batteries  of  the  eneng^fit^^.^,  leugpwp^ifiai^  th^^  Ihad 
expected;  but  pushing  on  rapidlj'j^fi^'jh^l^t^ifiiiis  bfgan  to 
open  upon  us,  the  left  column  soon  gainsjd  the^^rfght  bank  oi 
the  rlTcr,  under  the  direct  fire  of  his  artillery  and  line  of 
musketry,  posted  on  an  enuaaocaoiftar  the  shore ;  moring  on 
rapidly,  my  adTance,  consisting  of  the  royal  Newfoundland 
and  some  select  militia,  I  tug^ d^^]right  with  the  detachment 
of  the  king's  regiment,  and  after  a  few  discharges  from  his 
artillery,  tookiMmdrifli  dtbe'lM|loAel^\lindi^^t#  bft  infantry 
through  thp^town  ;  .some  escap'^g  across  the  Black  river  into 
the  fort,  but  the  majority  l^cd' to  the  woods,  or  sought  n^fbge 
in  the  houses,  from  whence  they  kept  such  a  gallinff  fire,  that 
it  Viii  i^ecesWry  Vo  ^islbdge''\1le}ii'#ith''b^f  ifefdl^Si^'Hl^ich 
tiow  cam^-'up 'Mia '^i  banit  of  tkeVtYlt^'i^lSi^mfh^^iyi; 


th6  iAeW'bkht  qtttF^ihk)iVt<^;^r  i>ro^^^^^  ti^to  'l6 

rbCOTC^^b^ktli,' bj^  iiMif^^YiiVs\iinm6i$s;  f^^^fik  iU^^AaM- 


btitlF«dps7/adkaiiein|f:qii/^t9Mf?iy^iiii  iic0^  «iifnr^ilndfc,il») 

litMlhtfnlidlfirttiHM&f  b)^  ^Odiililtitnia,  Ow^iladltlWbefMsly' 

discharge  of  case-shot ;  still  heroMhUy^liiivifwdiiif  Mi^^mnamAl 
consideration,  he  nobly  raiiDA^'d^cwrini^rfiii^li^t^  tHe  asianlt^ 
tiAv  ^iMUted'li^  f  trill  Aid ii>9B^oe<Alibtf,  ^be  became  unable  to 
nri^t^*hl#%^a»mj)tfhy 'ghllli«f9y<eond|fM         charge  under  lieute. 
ii«frl*il<^Wt]l  )j  l^4l^  i^et*feJMXhdJniOitia  not  being  able  to 
keep,  up  with  them,  they  were  compelled,  bf  ^lie^glWt'feiipeflw^ 
ori ty  of  the  enemy,  to  give  way,  leaving  a  few  on  a  command- 
'liii  ^it«5n,  infl'^'  ^^<k  f«he' AdAt  tfdittttcto;*  ^ik  ^e^fjtm^i^ 
possession,  nearly  abou^Ue4im(iiflMi^f  gained  the  height  aboTe 
mentioned.     The  ente^iih^ttltifilj^  liiiiiWiCMi^i^xl^wif^vMly 
c^miaL^i»etL4M^hkiMttyH^^i  bfvi*^fi)il9««d;  aMflier;)  ^h 
now  open^  again  ;  and  ordering  onb^advaiuje  4lffe4Ma«ll-^ 
mcMir£dl|e:lii«g^3,Md;a^^JilgW^  cAoifi^y  of  mHlJll^«A4)0r 
captain  Eu$ta4s^  ^  4ke^  MSHgifk  r#iknfi\t^  ^  g«lhu)tty>KiMiied 
i^itriflb&Mftk'tl; :  hul  it^f*  <MmB^?  .fe^i;«Mi«jp  bf  4h9  jOffMlte 
eittriwAe,.'  esl^tMd  Jntox.iHt'  :VO«d0»  .urMill  latiiQnkl  J|tTe 
efiectually    prevented,    if  my  Ii^iian  warriofs  had    retomed 
sooner  from  a  detached'service^^oh' which  they  had  that  morning 
been  employed.  ''^^'^^'-^  *';»  <^'-  v,^^^i«^'^^-.*     '-     ^  v^^j    '  ' 

"VtaiKiiM'iiSi^^  l^dmcM'^i^HHc^eicj^m^Mg  irty  tfbiinu 
tion  of  the  gallantry  and  8elf.d<^i6kK>f:t»iptabf^eMitovSrho 
hftPkiit^oite'irih,  and  i^ftf*  dan^'0l^I<iftngr^M^iiitier.v  ^  1  kttst 
also  report  the  intrepidity  of  captain  LeAl$Vt«'^io^'tlfePN«#f(Md« 
land  «6^!i4i&t^\^4ll^^W^<A«^imm  charge  of  the  militia 

uii\Iei^iMD^^ras^V  bf^ciflaliiisfiistace,  and  the  other  officers 
of  the  king's  regiment ;  and  particularly  of  lieutenant  Ridge, 
of  that  corps,  who  very  gallantly  led  on  the  advance ;  and  of 
lieutenant  M^Anley,  and  ensign  McDonnell,  of  the  Glengarry 
rc|^ment ;  as  also  lieutenant  GanguebeO)  of  the  royal  engineers ; 
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Md  ^rcnaigD  M^Kftj,  «f  tte  Gfangtity  KgliUBiMitvy ;  aal  of 
mt^Kwt^  ofthftttiilllla,  eadi  of  wkom  had  dMrgt  of  a  lieUU 
piaoe^  iad  of  Ikatenant.  Impejr,  of  tfM  nuiiMa^  wlro  luis  loit  a 
Icf •.  /I.waa alio  well  lapported  hf  colonel  Fnuer  and  Ibe  other 
ofiaaiaafeidflMmof  the.Biilitia,  nbo  omitlaled  the  cooapicooas 
ImMty  of  idi:  the  froo^  of  the  iiae.  I  ineloeo  a  liit  «^  kttled 
aod.wowided*  The  enenj  had  fiOO  mtm  im^  aims^  aad  aiait 
kavt  rairlallied  a  oeaeideraMe  lost* 

.    .        Ihafeihe-hoftior  to  he,  &c<      . 

G.  M  ACOONKELL,  msjor,  Gleagarry  light. 
lliaiBArj,  lieii(|Bni|«t^«olpiiel9  ^omoiaiidiBg. 

.     >  inthecaatwi  diftciotof  Upper.Caaade.' 

SrCr.  ^fmfps^i^  Ike ' 


Relam  of  ^kilM  and  irosaded  ^  the  action  of  the  ^  of 

*«oyaroiiraA;yr^  nut  aod  ite^  kiHad^ 
Mh;  f»rHiif'#r«ir<^«iil;>— I eerje^Ml,  killed;  1  § ahahcra, 

19  Mitilb  and  file,  woBBded* 

C^^gHttry  Hgkt'.iitfiMiry  j"^  nxSk  andHei  killed ;  1  captab| 
1  iHhelteni,  3  ierjeanis,  9  rank  and-  file,  wovaded. 

To«|l  loss;— Iseijeiint,  7  yank  ««d  file,  killed ;  1-  fidd-^ofieer^ 
t  ei;ptalni^  6snbaiierni,  4Berjeant»^  40fankandiile^  woonded* 

Names  of  officers  wonuded. 

%ih;  (wr  king's  regimeni;)'~Emlpk  PowclL 

GUngnrr^  r<ff*ia#ii^;'^LIeqtenaiit.coloii(el  MacdonneII}:4pp- 

taio .  Jentcm^  wd  enfiga.  M<Ka7. 
iV«7<4i'a;-^;a{i(ain.   M^l^^        and    lieuteoiuitfi    ^V^y 

M>Leai»9  and  M^I><MUUi  '  . 


Ad^taot-^genexal^  .^«4  Aji^erica. 

• 

*                                          •                                         ^ 

«                                         4                                                                                                                                                               * 

* 

APFENraX.  «» 

,......,.....,.      .       ■    ■.      ■..-■••• 

Trom  major *fener<ilSh%aff€  tQ  sir  G.  Prevo^L  ;      . 

Snt,  Kingston,  Mtjffth/ IRIS. 

I  did  myself  the  honor  of  writing  to  your  excellency,  on  my 
route  from  York,  to  communicate  the  mortifying  intelligei»ce 
that  th^  en^my  had  obtained  possession  of  that  plice  on  the 
87th  of  April.  I  shall  now  give  your  excellency  a  further 
detail  of  that  erent. 

>  In  the'^V^ningdf  the  96th,  information  was  re(^Tcd  that 
many  testels  had  been  seen  to  the  eastward.'  Very  early  the 
itext  morning,  they  were  discof  ered  lylng-to^  not  tar  from  the 
harbor :  after  some  time  had  elapsed,  they  made  sail,  and  to 
the 'number  of'  15,  ^f  rarioas  descriptions,  anchored  ott*  the 
ahote,  ionie  distance  to  the  westward.  Boats  fiill  of  troops 
were  iflMsediafely  ieett  assembling  near  their  commodore^s  ship| 
ttfider  eo?er  of  whose' #fe,  mid  that  of  other  vessels,  and  aide^ 
by  the  wind,  they  soon  eteeted  a  landing,  in  spite  of  a^'sptrited 
e^pdiitioii  from  major  (S^ivens,  and  about  4o  Indians'.  A 
company  of  Gleag arry  llj^t^infantry,  which  haid'been  brdisred 
lov«upport  ihem,  wal,'by  toihe  inlstake,  (not  In  the  smdtiest 
de^ee  impntabic  to  its  commander,)  led  in  another  diriection, 
and  came  late  into  action.  The  other  troops,  consisting  of  two 
CPBapaniea  of  the  8th,  (or  king's  regiment,)  and  about  a 
company  of  the  royal  <  Newfoundland  regiment, '  with  some 
militia,  encountered  the  enemy  in  a  thick  wood.  Captain 
M^Neal,  of  the  king's '  regiment,  was  killed  while  gkllantly 
leadiag  his  company,  whkb  stffl^red  serefely.  Thb  troops,  at 
length,  fell  back;  they  rallied  Several  times,  but  could  not 
maintain  the  contest  against  the  greatly  superior  and  Increasing 
unmbers  of  the  enemy.  They  retired  under  cover  .of  our 
batteries,  which  trere  engaged  with  some  of  tht  enemy's  vessels 
Aat  had  hioved  nlgher  tb' the  harbor.  '  By  some  nqfortunate 
accident  the  magazine  at  the  western  battery,  blew  jap,  and 
killed  and  wounded  a  considerahle  number  b(  men,  and  crippled 
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ihe  batterj.  It  became  too  evident  that  our  nnmben  and  meant 
of  defence  were  inadequate -to  khe^mk  of  maintainiog  possession 
of  YorlK.  against  the  Tast  superipri^  of  force  bronglit  against 
it.  The  troops  were  withdrawn  towards  the  town,  and  were 
finf^Uj  •r4e^49»'>*?^i'^<^iVrtiie  road  to  Kingston ;  tka  fiowdcr- 
magasine  was  bl9wn  up,  and  the^^>f  |j^j|i^jt^iia¥a|.st0Tes 
destrojred.  Liei^tenapt-colonel  C|l^;re^t  .f«id  ;nu^i;  AKaa^  oC 
tlie  militia,  residepi^  in  the  tow|i,'V<si)^^^ttsted  to. treat  with 
the  Apnerican  copiqiapd^ci:?  for  4e;riD8.i  a,  ^tcmenf  of  thoea 
agreed  on  with  major-general  Dearbon^  iMid<  oominedors 
Cl^upc^j,  is  t/anpit)bed  to  joju^  «ic(||llenf7,/«!MKretarn4  of 
tJu|  killed  and.  woi^nd^dt^  A^C*  The^^^onot;  of;  ,|hjB  oupalKr  of 
th|^  eneip^  jar^  from  1800  4p  300GU,  Jt^is.rhad  a^oi^  QOQ, 
includingimilitia  aiidd^ckpjardmep^^{  Xl^egu^^  9f  Hiese  Iroopi 
was  ^f  so  sujperior  a  deicriptioQi,  a^  fttf^ .  gfnena^djispositiiiii 
so  (joQd^  that,  undei;  less  nnf9.T4)rabf^  ^rc^^aftaa^e^  ,1  ahoaU 
have  felt  ^4;oufideqt  o{ ,  uicc(esa,  ift.  f^fh,'^  the  deepari^  of 
n  ufnberfi.  As .  it  ^as,, .  tlv^  ^p»t^tr.  w^fi^iHlWa^oeA  lietvisea 
^ijt,  i^nd  seijen.  o'cjlopk,  waf  paint^fi^,  (offj^i^y  ^ight hours.  ' 
J  When.^e liad  ]^i;9ceedf;c(  soioa  jp^Bfs Ifi^is^.Ymk^  we.sMthe 
\^UcomjpiLjfj,ot  ^(^^kinjr>,.f^n»«atj  mr\i^jf(ffit»j9»  Fort* 
Q^nV  '^^^^^l^^  V*%»«  W«*  rf;gferad^ijN^retowit,>which«ras 
effected  if itbqut  ipow^afipn  ffifm^i^imf^i  -:    : 

His^exQiiil^cf  8Lr.G^ifge,.^j(ar^ty4tic.''.,   «    .i  ♦    ;«     : 


i:    «.;    v-   .j:»     .':?.-•  'v'v 


Return  pf  killed^.  W9n^ed,'.pfi|w*ier^!luld>i^sslag9:  oVUke 
troops  .engaged  at  Vpr|c,  ;Qiider)thi5X9iRnaad>of<sik>  Jtdgeif 

'    -..ii'i..  .         ;•     V^'        KingstonV'May  J<^**>  1813, 

'  Aeyiu  ar/t7/«ry;«-3gunnei^s,;](i]le4f  ^j^if^c^  wQund^  and 
prisoner|  1  bombv^ierj^  ? .  gpniif ig,  ^Pfi^Wa.  I  ^vnefi, 

missing.   ;"•  . .  '.  .  \\  ,   ,,  /        •,  ;.   ,,,  oi:iy.-f :-.  -  ^'  i'*  !'= 


lerjeants,  40  rank  and  file,  killed;  2  terjeanti)  ^1  rank  and 

file,  wounded;  1  serjeantf  &5*<jriAk  and  file,,  wounded  and 

piisoners ;  2  rank  and  file,  prisoners ;  1  rank  and  file,  missing, 

Newfoundland  regimiAu^Y  ierjesmt-,  -1  drummer,  10  rank 

lJeu^^|t,j^^8y'j^^nJjj^,,A  druwip^r^  .8  ranH^^4^^j|le^  w.opndcd 
j|^dj>ri99][\^f^;,,2jaff^^  ^If^^filp,  prispflpsjf^^tjrw*.  apd  fiJe, 

Glengarry  light  infantry; — 2  rank  and  file^.^JiU^^S)  len- 
iig^,Z  n|nk,apd(^^^  vpjinded.;  ^S.rank  and  filfj^mjw^^g^  .» 

,  4jJt(A  r^^/»Wf|r.^— 3  ranjc^^uid  file,  srpvAded  and  jRrj&jftep;.  j^ 
jranjfc  sj^idt  fi^^  P risppex*  (|;ti^sp^wji^jni^f^^wc.i;e  ii^  tb^h^^pital^at 
thetijnepf  the  aot\opj,;  .    .;.  c .  ,      ,  ^  ,,^    .         ;    ,. 

Total;— I  captain,:  h\^nWi\.rpf^S),f^,^j^^fjf^^^ 

Jeanjs,  I4k?ftinpert.^pp^  and^fi^^^  jy^u^e^jj  l.UeuteinjSLnt 
4  Serjeants,  1  d rammer,  36  rank  and  fil^j^l^nvejr^  ^wpup^eji^ 
aQd;j^jsi0nen;;jj^r4ak.and  iilo,  X  bombardier,  3  |;uppei;s^|)ri. 
soners ;  6  rank  and  file,  1  gunner,  missing;,  ' 

^*^  '     •''  Nam«s  df' Officers  killed  and  wounded* 


'/ »  ■ « J 


/  «  j 


I  <iT:  t 


,    Killed i-r-^th  Cor  hinges  regiment):  captain  M^Ncal:— to- 
-lunteer  JX  Macleane,  plerk  of  the, bouse  of  assembly* 

Wounded; — Ucfyal  Newfoundland  reg'/^en/ ; .  Lieutp^nai^t 
D.  KoTen,  prisoner.  .      *        ../ 

^  ^%?f?C''*!^/*'^^-^^^  Robins^  ^'j*^*'^;!^. 

Genera/ ^ifljf;-— Captain  Idling,  io4th  rcgimentj  sljghtlj/ 

,  Incorporaied  jyit/f/iajfr— Captain  JarviSj.Toltvnteer :  -^-4-  Hart- 

i)eT,.barracH-ms(ster,      ,  .\  .,        ,  v         :.    j  ,  .  , 

.,;,..  ,.  >  ,  .  RtCkARD  tEONARD,   , 

.    '.-.     ..VI     ./,a.r.t,i..i       r,.viS;DW'P.   B^YJNUSm,     ^,  r, 
t   '   ./T'i^.L  j#nif;*]V'  i'/i  Jm/.v/jk-I   .:i'-..l.  .i..\'MU  .MuLiljJ  ..-!'>t* 
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No.  18* 

€upUuUaiom  of  York. 

Terms  of  th^  otpltulation  entefed  into  od  tke  Vfk  of  April, 
1813,  for  tiid  surrender  of  (he  to^HL  of  Tork,  in  Upper 
Canada,  to  the  army  and  na? y  of  (he  United  States,  under 
the  eommand  of  major.gen.   Dearborn  and  coiiraiodore 
Channeey. 
TlMt  the  troops,  regnlar  and  mllifii,  at  this  pOst,  and  the 
naval  officers  and  seamen,  sha^t  be  surrendered  prisoners  of 
war;  the  troops,  regular  and  militia^  io  ground  their  arms 
immediately  on  the  parade,  and  the  natal  officers  and  seameit 
be  immediately  surrendered  on  the  parade. 
'    That  ail  pdblie  stores,  natal  and  military,  shall  be  immedi- 
ately giten  up  to  the  commanditig  oiBeers  of  Are  army  an4 
navy  of  the  United  States. 

'    That  ail  private  property  ShUI  be  guaranteed  to  the  dtiieas 
of  the  town  of  Tork. 

That  the  papers  beloagif||^  to  the  eivU  officers  shall  be  re- 
tained by  them. 

That  such  surgeons  as  may  l>e  procured  to  attend  th^  wounded 

••II  •  ' 

of  the  British  regular  and  Canadian  militia,  shall  not  be  consi- 
ifered  as  pri»«ners-of  war.  ' 

That  one  lieutenant: colonel,  one  major,  13  captains,  nine 
lieutenants,  1 1  ensigns,  one  quarter-master,  and  one  deputy 
adjutant-general  of  the  miiitia  J  viz. 

Lieutenaiit-coT.  Chcrvet;  ihajor  Wm.  Allan ;  eaptaini, 
John  Willson,  ^ohn  Button,  Peter  Robinson,  John  Arnold, 
James  Fen  wick ,  James  Mustard,  Duncan  Cameron,  David 
Thomson,  John  Robinson,  Samud  Ridout,  Thomas  Hamil- 
ton, John  Burnj  Wm.  Jarvie,  Lieutenants  John  Shaltz, 
George  Mnstisrd,  Bartiet  Vanderburgh,  Robert  Stanton, 
Gorge  Ridout,  William  Jarvis,  Edward  M^Mahon,  J.  Mahon, 
Jv  Wilson,  E.  Playter;  ensigns  Andrew  Thompaoiij  A.  Smal- 
ley,    Donald   M ^Arthur,    William  Smith,    Andrew   Mercer, 
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James  Chereet,  George  Kuck^  Edward  Thompeon^  Charles 
Dennison,  George  Dennison,  D'Arcy  fioulton ;  quarter-master 
Charles  Baynes  ;  19  Serjeants  ;  four  corporals  ;  204  rank  and 
£le;  of  the  field-train  department,  William  Dunbar  ;  of  the 
proTincial  army,  one  captain,  one  lieutenant,  two  midshipmen, 
one  clerk ;  viz* 

Captain  Francis  Graurreau  ;  lieutenant  Green  ;  John  Ridout, 
John  Paupre,  midshipmen ;  James  Longsden,  clerk ;  one 
boatswain ;  15  naval  artificers ;  of  his  majesty's  regular  troops, 
one  lieutenant ;  viz.  lieutenant  De  KoTcn ;  one  serjeant-major ; 
and  of  the  royal  artillery,  one  bombardier  and  three  gunners, 
shall  be  surrendered  prisoners  of  war,  and  accounted  for  in  the 
exchange  of  prisoners  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain. 

G,  C.  MITCHELL,  lieut..col.  3d  artillery,  U.  S.  A. 

SAM.  S.  CONNER,    major,   and   A^  D.  C.   to 

'  major-gcn.  Dearborn. 

WM.  KING,  major  U.  S.  infantry. 

JESSE  D.  ELLIOTT,  lieutenant  U.  S.  nary. 

WM.  CHERYET,  lientenant-col.  3d.  regiment 

York  militia. 

WM.  ALLAN,  major  3d  regiment  York  militia. 

F.  GAUVRAU,  lieut,  marine  department. 

York,  April  28,  1813. 

The  foregoing  agreement,  or  terms  of  capitulation,  is  ap. 
proved  by  us, 

WILLIAM  DEARBORN,  major-gen. 

ISAAC  CHAUNCEY,  commodore. 


VOL.    I.  D  D 
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No.  19. 

From  major-'gen*  Dearborn  to  the  American  secretary  of  war* 

Head-qnarters,  York,  capital  of  Upper  Canada, 
Sir,  April  %8,  1813. 

After  a  detcotion  of  some  days  by  adverse  winds,  we  arri^^ed 
at  this  place  yesterday  morning,  and  at  8  o^clock  commeoced 
landing  the  troops  about  three  milea  westward  from  the  town, 
and  one  and  a  half  from  the  enemy's  works.  The  wind  was 
high,  and  in  an  unfaTorable  direction  fur  the  boats,  which  pre. 
Tented  the  landing  of  the  troops  at  a  clear  field,  the  site  of  the 
ancient  French  fort,  Toronto.  It  prevented,  also,  many  of  the 
armed  vessels  from  taking  positions  which  would  hare  most 
effectually  covered  our  landing  ;  hut  every  thing  that  coold  be 
done  was  effected. 

The  riflemen  under  major  Forsythe  first  landed,  under  a 
heavy  fire  from  the  Indians,  and  other  troops.  General  Sheaffe 
commanded  in  person«  He  had  collected  his  whole  force  in  the 
woods,  near  the  point  were  the  wind  compelled  our  troops  to 
land.  His  force  consbtod  of  700  regulars  and  militia,  and  100 
Indians.  Major  Forsythe  was  supported  as  promptly  as  possi- 
ble ;  but  the  contest  was  sharp  and  severe  for  near  half  an  hour, 
and  the  enemy  were  repulsed  by  a  number  far  inferior  to  theirs. 
As  soon  as  general  Pike  landed  with  7  or  800  men,  and  the  re. 
mainder  of  theiroops  were  pushing  for  the  shore,  the  enemy 
retreated  to  their  works.  Our  troops  were  now  formed  on  the 
ground  originally  intended  for  their  lauding,  marched  through  a 
thick  wood,  and  after  carrying  one  battery  by  assault,  were 
moving  in  columns  towards  the  main  work  ;  when  within  60 
rods  of  this,  a  tremendous  explosion  took  place,  from  »  maga* 
Eine  previously  prepared,  and  which  blew  out  such  an  immense 
quantity  of  stone,  as  most  seriously  to  injure  our  troops.  I 
have  not  yet  been  able  to  collect  a  return  of  tbe  killed  and 
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and  wouadid ;  bni  our  lols  will^  I  fear,  eioecd  100,  and  amoiig 
thdteJ  bav«to  lameBl  the  Iom  of  thaA  brave  aad  excellent  oft* 
cer,  ^igadier.gen.  Pike,  who^veceited  SL^cantttalou  from  a  large 
stone,  which  terminated  his  valuable  life  in  a  fevr  hours.  His  loss 
Will  be  severely  felt.  ^ 

Frevionslyto  this  explosion,  the  enemy  had  retired  into  iht 
to^n,  excepting  a  party  of'  regolais,  to  the  number  of  40,  who 
did  not  escape  the  effects  of  the  shocks  and  wefe  destroyed* 
*^  Geni^ral  Sheaffe  moved  ^  wMi  ihe  regular  troops,  and  left 
directions  with  the  eommanding-officer  of  the  militia  tamakt 
the  best  terinshec^ld*  fqtiie' mean  time,  all  further  resist- 
ance  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  ceased ^  and  the  outlines  df  a 
capitulation  w^e^  agreed  on*' 

As  s6on  as  I  learned  that  general  Pike  bad  been  wounded,. 
I  went  on  sh6rev  To  the  general  I  had  been  induced  to  confide 
the  immediate  attack,  from  a  knowledge  that  it  was  his  wish, 
and  that  he  would  h4te  felt  mortified  had  it  not  been  given  to 
him. 

Every  movement  was  under  my  view*  The  troops  acted 
with  great  firmness,  and  deserve  much  applause,  particularly 
those  first  engaged,  and  under  circumstances  which  would  have 
tried  the  steadiness  of  veterans. 

Our  loss  in  the  morning,  and  in  carrying  the  first  battery, 
was  not  great,  perhaps  40  or  50  killed  and  wounded,  and  of 
them  a  full  proportion  of  officers. 

Notwithstanding  the  enemy's  advantage  in  position  and  num. 
hers  in  the  conimen cement  of  the  action,  their  loss  was  greater 
than  ones,  especially  in  officers;  It  was  with  great  exertion 
that  the  small  fessels  of  the.  fleet  could  work  ino  the  harbour 
against  a  gale  i^f  wind  ;  but  as  soon  as  they  got  a  proper  posi>. 
tion,  a  tremendsone  cannonade  opened  upon  the  enemy 'ji  bat* 
ieries,  and  waf  kept*  opt  against  them:  until  they  were  carried  or 
blown,  up,  and  had  no  doubt,  a  powerful  e&ct  upon  the 
enomy. 

I  am  under  tl^o  greatest  obligations  to  commodore  Chauncey, 
for  his  able  and  indefaftigableAzertions  in  every  possible  manner 
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yfhkb  dould  gife  faeilkj  and  efbet  to.  ike  eipedlti6ii«  He  '0 
eqmikly  estimable  for  sonad  jadgi^elity  ImTerf ,  and  kkdm&y, 
Tke  goTernmeot  coald  not  have  made  a  more  fortunate  te» 
lectloii. 

Unfortunately,  the  enemy's  armed  ship  prince  Regent  left 
this  place  for  Kingston  a  few  days  before  we  arrired.  A  large 
ship  on  the  stocl^s,  and  nearly  planked  up^  and  much  natal 
stotes,  were  set  fire  to  by  the  enemy  soon  after  the  explofiott 
of  the  magazine.  A.conrideMible  qmnttty  of  military  storci 
and  prorisions  remain,  bat  no  Tessd  fit  for  use. 
•  We  haTe  not  the  means  of  transporting  prisoners,  and  mast 
of  coarse  leare  them  on  parole. 

I  hope  we  shall  so  far  complete  what  is  necessary  to  be  done 
here,  as  to  be  able  to  sail  to-mortow  for  Niagara,  whither  I 
send  this  by  a  small  ressel,  with  notice  to  general  Lewis  oC  our 
approach. 

I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  ftc. 

HENRT  DEARBORN. 
Uoir.  gen.  J.  Armstrong,  secretary 
of  war,  Washington* 


No.  20. 


From  commwhre  Chauneeif  to  ike  American  iecrntfir^  oJ.(he 

navy, 

U.  S.  ship  Madison,  at  anchor  otf  ¥ork, 
Sltt,  April  28th,  1813. 

Agreeably  to  your  instrucdons  and  arrangements  made  witit 
najor.gen.  Dearborn,  I  took  on  board  the  squadron  under  my 
command,  the  general  and  suite,  and  about  1700  troops,  and 
left  Sackett's  Harbor  on  the  25th  instant  foi^  this  place.  We 
arrired  here  yesterday  morning,  and  took  a  position  about  one 
mile  to  the  southward  and  westward  of  the  enemy's  principal 
fortj  and  as  near  th^  shore  as  we  could  with  safety  to  the  vessels.' 
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The  place  fixed  upon  by  (he  major-general  and  myself,  for  latlding 
the'^lroops,  was  the  site  of  the  old  French  fort  Toronto^ 

The  debarkation  commenced  about  8  o*olock  A.M.  and  was 
completed  about  10.  The  wind  blowing  hearj  from  the  east^ 
ward,  the  boats  fell  to  leeward  of  the  position  fixed  upon,  and 
were,  in  eoosequenee,  exposed  to  a  galling  fire  from  the  enemy, 
who  had  taken  a  position  in  a  thick  woud,  near  where  the  first 
troop^anded;  howeyer,  the  cool  intrepidity  of  the  officers  and 
men  overcame  every  obstacle.  Their  attack  upon  the  enetti^ 
was  so  Tigorous  that  he  fied  in  every  direction,  leaving  a  great 
many  of  his  killed  and  wounded  upon  the  field.  As  soon  as  the 
troops  were  landed,  I  directed  the  schooners  to  take  a  positioii 
near  the  fort,  in  order  that  the  attack  upon  the  enemy  by  the  army 
and  ndvy  might  be  simultaneous.  The  schooners  were  obliged 
to  beat  up  to  their  position,  which  they  did  in  a  very  handsome 
order,  under  a  very  heavy  fire  from  the  enemy's  batteries,  and 
took  a  position  within  -  about  600  yards  of  their  principal  fort, 
and  opened  a  heavy  cannonade  upon  the  enemy,  which  did  great 
execution,  and  very  much  contributed  to  their  final  destruction; 
the  troops,  as  soon  as  landed,  were  formed  under  the  immedi^ 
ate  orders  of  brigadier.general  Pike,  who  led  in  a  most  gallant 
manner  the  attack  upon  the  forts,  and  after  having  carried  two 
redoubts  on  his  approach  to  the  principal  work,  the  enemy 
(having  previously  laid  a  train)  blew  up  his  magazine,  which^ 
in  Ht  effects  upon  our  troops,  were  dreadful,  having  killed  and 
wounded  a  great  many ;  and  among  the  former,  the  ever  to-be 
lamented  brigadier-general  Pike,  who  fell  at  the  head  of  his 
column,  by  a  contusion  received  by  a  heavy  stone  from  the 
magazine^  His  death  at  thb  time  is  much  to  be  regretted^  as 
he  had  the  perfect  confidence  of  the  major-general ;  and  his 
known  activity,  zeal,  and  experience,  makes  his  loss  a  national 
one* 

In  consequence  of  the  fall  of  general  Pike,  the  command  of 
the  troops  for  a  time  devolved  upon  colonel  Pierce,  who  soon 
after  took  possession  of  the  town.  At  about  2  P.M.  the 
American  flag  was  substituted  for  the  British^  and  at  4>  our 
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iroops  were  In  quiet  poisesiion  of  the  town.  As  lopB  as  genenl 
Dearborn  learnt  the  sitoation  of  general  Pike,  he  landed,  and 
assumed  (he  command*  I  hare  the  honor  of  enclosing  a  copj 
of  the  capUnlation  that  was  entered  into  and  approved  of  bj 
general  Dearborn  and  myself. 

The  enemy  set  fire  to  some  of  his  princip^  stores,  containing 
lar^e  quantities  of  naval  and  todiitary  stores,  as  well  as  a  lai^e 
ship  on  the  stocks,  nearly  finished.  The  only  vessel  fount  here, 
wastheDiike  of  Gloucester  .undergoing  repairs.  The  Prince 
Regent  left  here  on  the  34th  Cor  Kingston.  We  have  not  yet 
had. a  return  made  of  the  naval  and  military  stores;  conse- 
quently cannot  form  a  correct  idea  of  the  quantity,  but  have 
made  ar^ngements  to  have  all  ta^en  on  hoard  that  we  can 
receire;  the  rest  will  be  destroyed. 

I  have  to  regret  the  death  of  midshipmen  Thpmpson  and 
HatfieLd,  and  of  seteral  seamen  killed^  the  exact  pjupjbier  1  do 
not  know^  as,  the  returns  from  the  different  yesseks  have  not 
yet  been  received. 

.  From  the  judicious  arran^rements  made  by  general  Dearborn, 
)  presume^  that  the  public  stores  will  bo  cjlsposed  of,  so  that  the 
troops  will  be  ready  to  rc^embark  to*morrow,  and  profceed  to 
execute  other  objects  of  the  expedition,  the  fir^t  fair  wind*. 

I  cannot  speak  in  too  much  praise  of  the  copi  intrepidity  of 
the  officers  and  men  generally,  und^r  my  command ;  and  I  feel 
myself'  pi^rticularly  ifidebted  to  the  ot&oers.commanding' vessels, 
/or  their  zeal  in  seconding  my  vi^ws. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  fery  respeetfuUj,' 
Ypur  most  obed^nt  servant,       ' 

ISAAC  CHAUNCEY. 
-  To  ih^ hon.  thesecretj^jty  of  the-ttUfy^ :     . .  . 

'  ■- 
(Terms  of  capitulation  as  before.) 


.• » 
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No.  21. 

From  brigadier-general  Vincent  to  sir  G.  Prevost. 

SiHf  Fortj-mile  Creek,  May  ^8^  1913. 

I  hare  the  honor  to  ixifonn  yonf  excetlencj,  thM  yesterday 
morning,  abont  dayibreak,  the  enemy  agaio  opened  his  batteries 
upon  ForC*6eorge :  tli^  fire  not  being  immedietefy  returned,  It 
ceased  fbr  some  tirne.     About  4  o'clock  A.M.  a  combioatioii 
of  drciinistanees  led  to  a  belief  that  an  invasion  was  meditated; 
The  morning  beivg  exceedingly  hazy,  neither  his  means  nor  his 
intention  could  be  ascertained,  until,  the  mist  clearing  away  al 
interrals,  the  enemy's  fleet,  consisting  of  14  or  Id  yessels^ 
was  discofered  under  way,  standing  tbwai'ds  the  light-faonae. 
In  an  extended  line  of  more  than  two  miles,  corering  from  90 
to  100  large  boats  and  scows,  each  containing  an  arerago  of 
50  or  60  men.     Though  at  this  time  no  dou^bt  could  be  enter- 
tained  of  the  enemy's  intention,  his  points  of  attack  conld  onlj^ 
be  conjectured.     Having  again  commenced  a  heavy  fire  from  his 
fort,  'line  of  batteriies,  and  shipping,  it  became  necessary  to 
-withdraw  all  the  guards  and  piquets  stationed  along  the  coast, 
between 'the  fort  and  light-house,  and  a  landing  was  effected  at 
the  Two-mile  Creek,  about  half  a  mile  below  the  latter-place. 
The  party  of  troops  and  Indians  stationed  at  this  point,  after 
opposing  the  enemy,  and  annoying  him  as  long  as  possible, 
Were  obliged  to  fall  batck,  and  the  fire  from  the  i^hipping  86 
completely  enfiladed  and  seowered  the  plains,  that  it  became 
impossible  to  approach  the  beach.     As  the  day  dawned,  the 
enemy's  plan  was  clearly  developed,  and  cTery  effort  to  oppose 
kin  landing  haTing  failed,  I  lost  not  a  moment  in  concentrating 
mf  foace  between  the  town  of  Fort-George  and  the  enemy^ 
there  awaiting  his  ap]j>roach.    This  movement  was  admirably 
cotered  by  the  Glengarry  tight  Infantry,  joined  by  a  detachment 
of  the  royal  Newfoundland  regiment  and  militia,  which  com* 
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meoced  tkimishiag  with  the  enemjr'f  riflcmeny  who  were 
adTMidag  through  the  broshwood.  The  enemy  haTiog  perfect 
command  of  the  beach,  he  qwckly  landed  from  3  to  4000  men, 
with  seferal  pieces  of  artillerj,  and  this  force  was  instantly 
seen  adrancing  in. three  solid  colamns,  along  the  lake  bank, 
his  right  corered  by  a  large  body  of  riflemen,  and  his  left  and 
front  by  the  fire  of  the  shipping,  and  batteries  in  their  fort 
As  onr  light  troops  fell  back  upon  the  main  body,  which  was 
mofed  forwards  to  their  .support,  thej  were  gallantly  sustained 
by  the  Sth  (king's)  regiment,  commanded  by  major  Ogilrie, 
the  whole  being  under  the  immediate  direction  of  colonel  Myers, 
acting  quarter-master-general,  who  had  charge  of  the  right 
wing.  In  the  execution  of  this  important  duty,  gallantry, 
aeal,  and  decision,  were  eminently  conspicuous ;  and  I  lament 
to  report  that  I  was  deprif  ed  of  the  serTices  of  colonel  Myers, 
whO)  having  received  three  wounds,  was  obliged  to  quit  the 
field.  Lieutenant-colonel  Harvey,  the  deputy  adjutant-gene. 
ral,  whose  activity  and  gallantry  had  been  displayed  the  whole 
morning,  succeeded  colonel  Myers,  and  brought  up  the  right 
division,  consisting  of  the  49th  regiment,  and  some  miiitia. 

The  light  artillery  under  major  Holcr<^t  were  already  in 
position,  awaiting  the  enemy's  advance  on  the  plaiur  At  this 
moment  the  very  inferior  force  under  my  command,  had  experi- 
enced a  severe  loss  in  officers  and  men;  yet  nothing  could 
exceed  the  ardor  and  gallantry  of  the  troops,  who  shewed  the 
jnost  marked  devotion  in  the  service  of  their  king  uid  'Country, 
and  appeared  regardless  of  the  consequence  of  the  unequal 
contest  Being  on  the  spot,  and  seeing  that  the  force  under 
my  command  was  opposed  with  ten-fold  numbers,  who  were 
rapidly  advancing  under  cover  of  their  shipping  and  batteries^ 
from  which  our  positions  were  immediately  seen,  and  exposed 
to  a  tremendous  fire  of  shot  and  shells,  I .  decided  on  retiring 
my  little  force  to  a  position  uhich  I  hoped  might  be  less 
assaiJabie  by  the  heavy  ordnanpe  of  the  enemy,  and  from  wbieh 
a  retreat  would  be  Id't  open,  ki  the  event  of  that  nMWSUie 
JiGConung  necessary.     Uorc,  after  awaiting  the  approach  cS  the 
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enemj  for  about  Inlf  an  hoar,  I  received  aittteotie  n^rma- 
tioa,  that  his  force,  consisting  of  from  4  to  5000  men,  had 
Te^formed  his  colamns,  and  was. making  an  eibrt  to  torn  my 
right  flank.  At  this  critical  jonctnre  not  a  moment  was  to  bo 
lost,  and  sensible  that  eierj  effort  had  been  made,  by  the 
Hifiicers  and  mon  vnder  my  command,  to  mmntain  the  post  of 
Fort»Georgo,  I  conld  not  eoAtider  myself  jtistified  in  continuing 
so  unequal  a  contest,  the  iaioe  of  which  promised  no  adtaotage 
to  the  interests  of  his  majesty's  serf  ice.  Having,  given  orders 
for  the  fort  to  be  evacuated,  the  guns  to  be  spiked,  and  the 
aoimunition  destroyad,  the  troops  under  my  command  were  pnt 
in  motion,  and  marched  across  the  country  in  a.  line  parallel  to 
the  jNiagara  river,  towards  the  position  near  the  Beaver  Dam, 
beyond  Queenstown  Mountaip,  at  which  place  I  bad  the  honor 
of  reporting  to  your  excellency  that  a  depdt  of  provisions  and 
ammunition  had  been  formed  some  time  since.  The  rear*gimrd 
of  the  army  reached  that  position  during  the  night,  and. we 
were  soon  afterwards  joined  by  lieu  ten  ant.coloncl  Bisshopp^ 
with  all  the  detachment  from  Chippeway  to  Fort-Erie.  The 
light,  and  one  battalion  company  of  the  8th,  (king's,)  joined 
ns  about  the  same  time,  as  did,  captain  Barclay,  with. a  detach* 
ment  of  the  royal  navy. 

Having  assembled  my  whole  force  the  following  morning, 
which  did  not  exceed  1600  men,  I  continued  my  march  towards 
the  head  of  the  lake,  where  it  is  my  intention  to  take  up  a 
position,  and  shall  endeavour  to  maintain  it,  until  I  may  be 
honored  with  your  excellency's  instructions,  which  I  shall  feel 
most  anxious  to  receive.  .  I  beg  leave  to  suggest  the  great 
importance  that  exists  for  a  communication  being  opened  with 
me,  through  the  medium  of  the  fleet  The  anchorage  under 
Mrs.  Brandt's  house  is  perfectly,  good  and  v?ry  safe.  I  believe 
your  excellency  need  not  be  informed,  that  in  the  ev«nt  of  it 
becoming  necessary  that  I  should  fall  back  cipon  York,  the 
assistancei  of  shipping  would  be  requisite  for  the  transport  of 
my  artillery.  I  cannot  conclude  this  long  communication, 
without  expressing  awell«merited  tribute  of  approbati<Hi  to  the 
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gtlhuitry  Mid  ainidatty  «f  ewkry  oiBcev  of  the  staff,  and  Indeed 
of  eyery  individual  oomposing  my  hltiearrmy  j-^rery  one  most 
saaloMly  discharged  the  duties  of  his  respectire  station.  The 
straggle  on  the  ^th  oontiBiied'ffoni  three  to  foor  hours ;  and, 
I  lament  toadd,  it  was  attended  with  very  severe  loss. 

I  hare  the  honor  to  enlslose  »'list  of  the  killed,  wounded, 
and  missing,  with  as.  muob  aeonraiey  as  die  nalure  of  exbting 
drcnmstances  will  admit.  Many  •of  the  missing,  I  hop^,  will 
be  fbnnd  to  be  only  stragglew,  asid  will -soon  rejoin  their  corps. 
I  shall  reach  the  head  of  the  lake  to»morrow  evening.  IlKherto 
the  enemy  has  not  attempted  to  jaierrapt -my  moTements.  Infor- 
mation  reached  me  this  morning,  thwugh  an-anthentic  channel, 
that  he  has  pushed  on  MOO  infantry,  and  a  conriderable  t>ody 
of  cavalry,  towards  Queenstown.  His  whole  force  Is  stated  to 
amounts  nearly  10000  men. 

I  send  this  despatch  by  Mr.  Matbison,  who  acted  as  a  rolun. 
teer  on  the  27th ;  and  I  am  happy  to  inform  your  excellency, 
that  his  conduct  wair  veiy  honorable  ^o  his  character,  and  merits 
my  marked  approbation.  Ammunition  will  be  wanting  by  the 
irst  tesseU  Captain  Milnes  has  been  kind  enough  to  remain 
with  me  until  my  neit  dispateh. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

JOHN  VINCENT,  brig. -gen. 
His  excellency  lieutenant-general 
tir  George  Prevost,  &c.  &c,  &c. 

Return  of  killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  of  bis  majesty's 
troops  in  action  with  the  enemy  at  Fort-GeQrge>  May  the 
«7th,  1813. 

£refiera/ «/a^/«— 1  wonnded.      :•    .    .    . 
'    Royal mriiUery ;^l  rank  and  file  killed;  1  rank  and  file 
wounded. 

Sth  ;  (or  king^s  regiment ;}^mX  li^uteaAnt  killed ;  1  major, 
3  lieutenarits,  1  ensign,  wpvnded ;  11  Serjeants,  4  drummers, 
181  rank  and  file,  missini^ 

AUt  regiment  f'^Z  rank  and  file  wounded  and  missing. 
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I 

40M  regiment ;^^%  rank  and  fife  killed;  2  rank  and  file 
-wounded  J  4  drummers,  28  rank  and  file,  wounded  and 
miMing. 

Left  in  hospliate,  and  wminded  on  Toiler  oceasidns,  16  rank 
and  file,  not  included* 

Glengarry  regiment  i-^l  captain,  1  ensign,  1  Serjeant,  34 
rank  and  file,  killed ;  1  captain,  1  lieutenant,  1  ensign,  3 
Serjeants,  SO  rank  and  file,  wounded;  1  lieutenant,  ftserjeants, 
33  rank  and. file.  Wounded  and  niiising. 

Royal  Newfoundland  regiment  ;'^%\  rank  and  fitet  killed; 
I  captain,  1  lieutenant)  1  «erjeabt,  6  rank  and  fiiley/^oMi^ed  ; 
5  rank  and  file  wounded  and  missing. 

Total  ;-»l  captain,  1  lieotenafit,  1  ensign,  Iserieant,  48 
rank  and  file, .killed;  1  general-staff^  1  major,  ^cfip^aini,  ^ 
lieutenants,  %  eosigtis,  4  sferjean^,  39  rivik  and  iile^  wo^q^d^; 
1  lieutenant,  13  Serjeants,  8  druaimeri,  340..raiik  and  file, 
wounded  and  aiissing« 

r 

Names  of  officers  killed  and  wounded. 

Killed i-^^h;  (or  king's  regimen/ ;)—Juieutenant .  James 
Drumroie ; 

Glengarry  regiment; — Captain  Liddle,  ensign  McLean. 

Wounded; — Colonel  Mjers,  acting  ^uarter-master-g^neral, 
severely,  not  dangerously. 

%th  regiment ; — Major  Edward  Cotton,  iieui;enant  I.  W« 
Lloyd,  seierely ,  and  prbpner ;  lieutenants  Mortimer^  M^Mahon, 
and  Horace  Noel;  ensign  Richard  Nicholson,  severely,  and 
prisoner,  .  . 

Glengarry  regiment  i^^Cw^iaXn  Roxburgh,  lieutenant  Kerr, 
ensign  Kerr. 

Royal  Newjoundland  regiment  i*-^C9L^ii^  Winter,  lieute- 
nant Stewart. 

EDWARD  BAYNES, 
Adjutant*gcneral,  North  America. 
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No.  22. 

» 

FVom  wu^r^genmr^  Dearborn  io  ike  AmerUan  turetary 

Head-quarters,  Fort-George, 
S1E9  Upper  Canada,  May  27. 

The  ligfat-troopt  onder  the  command  of  colonel  Scott  and 
major  Forsyihe,  landed  this  morning,  at  nine  o'clock.  Major, 
general  Lewit*s  diTiiion,  with  colonel  Porter's  command  of 
Kght-artUlery,  supported  them.  General  Boyd's  brigade 
landed  immediately  after  the  light  troops,  and  generals  Chandler 
and  Winder  followed  it  in  qniok  succession.  The  landing  was 
warmly  and  obstinately  disputed  by  the  British  forces ;  bnt  the 
coolttem.  and  intrepidity  of  our  troops  soon  compelled  them  to 
give  ground  in  every  direction.  General  Chandler,  with  tiic 
rcserre,  (composed  of  his  brigade  and  colonel  Macomb's  artil- 
lery,) covered  the  whole.  Commodore  Chauncey  had  made  the 
most  judicious  arrangcmeiM  for  silencing  the  enemy's  batteries 
near  the  point  of  landing.  The  army  is  under  the  greatest 
obligations  to  that  able  naval  commander  for  his  co-operation 
in  all  its  important  movements,  and  especially  in  its  operations 
this  day.  Our  batteries  succeeded  in  rendering  Fort^George 
untenable;  and  irhen  the  enemy  had  been  beaten  from  his 
positions,  and  I  found  it  necessary  to  re-enter  it,  after  firing  a 
few  guns,  and  setting  fire  to  the  magazines,  which  soon  exploded, 
he  moved  off  rapidly  by  different  routes.  Our  light  troops 
pursued  them  sevchral  miles.  The  troops  having  been  under 
arms  from  one  o'clock  in  the  morning,  were  too  much  exhausted 
for  any  further  pusuit.  We  are  now  in  possession  of  Fort* 
George  and  its  immediate  dependencies ;  to-morrow  we  shall 
proceed^on.  The  behaviour  of  our  troops,  both  officers  and 
roen,^entitles  them  to  the  highest  praise ;  and  the  difierenoe  ef 
our  loss  with  that  of  the  enemy,  when  we  consider  the  advan- 
tages his  position  afforded  him,  is  astonishing.     We  had  17 
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ktlledi,  atud  45  woumlecl.  The  enem^  had  90  killed,  and  160 
^oaoded,  of  the  regular  troops.  We  hare  taken  100  prisooen, 
ezdudire  of  the  wounded.  Colonel  Myers,  of  the  49th,  was 
wonnded,  and  taken  prisoner.  Of  ours  onlj  onecdmmissiooed 
•Soer  was  killed,  Heotenant  Hobart,  of  the  ligkt^artillerjr. 
I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  sir. 

With  great  consideration  and  respect, 

Your  most  obedient  lerTant, 
Hon.  gen.  John  Armstrong,  H.  DEAR  BO  RX. 

secretary  at  war. 


No.  33. 

From  adfuiani^genenJ  Baynei  to  sir  G,  Prev99t. 

Sir,  Kingston,  May  30th,  1813* 

I  hare  the  honor  to  report  to  yonr  excellency,  that  in  con* 
formity  to  an  arranged  plan  of  operations  with  commodore  sir 
James  Teb,  the  fleet  of  boati  assembled  a-stem  of  his  ship,  at 
10  o'clock  on  the  night  of  the  d8th  instant,  with  the  troop» 
placed  under  my  command,  and  led  by  a  gun^^boat,  under  the 
direction  of  captain  Mnlcaster,  royal  navy,  proceeded  towasdt 
Sackett's  Harbor,  in  the  order  prescribed  to  the  troops,  in  case 
the  detachment  was  obliged  to  march  in  column;  vti.  the 
grenadier  company,  100th,  with  one  section  of  the  royal  Scots, 
two  companies  of  the  8th,  (or  king's,)  four  of  the  104th,  two 
of  the  Canadian  toltigeurs,  two  6«pounders,  with  their  gun* 
ners,  and  a  company  of  Glengarry  light-infantry,  were  em- 
barked on  board  a  light  schooner,  which  was  proposed  to  be 
towed,  under  the  direction  of  officers  of  the  navy,  so  as 
to  insure  the  guns  being  landed  in  time  to  support  the 
advance  of  the  troops.  Although  the  night  was  dark,  witli 
rain,  the  boats  assembled  in  the  vicinity  of  Sackett's  Harbor, 
by  one  o'clock,  in  compact  and  regular  Older;  and  in  this 
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poiitioii  it  wu  inleiided  to  fonaia  until  tke  day  broke^  ia  tlie 

liope  of  eflfectiBg  a  laadtng  befora  the  aneroj  could  be  prepared 

yr  to  Hoe  tbe  woods  with  troopt,  wbich  tnrroond  the  coM;  bot^ 

if  aofortiiiiately,  a  ttrong  curreat  drifted  tbo  boati  oonsiderablj, 

while  the  darkneii  of  the  tiigbty  and  igDoraoce  of  the  coas^ 
prevented  them  from  recoTerangtheir  proper  ttatioo  until  the  daj 
dawned)  wten  the  Whiriepnlled  for  the  point  of  debarkation. 

It  waa  wff  intention  tohare  landed  in  the  cove  formed  by  Horse 
Island,  buty  on  approaching  it,  we  discoTored  that  the  eneoij 
were  fully  prepared,  by  a  very  heavy  .fire  of  masketry  from 
the  sarronnding  woods,  which  were  filled  with  infantry  sup- 
ported by  a  field.piece.     I  directed  the  boats  to  pull  round  io 
the  other  side  of  the  island,  where  a  landing  was  effected  in  good 
order  and  with  little  loss,  dthoagh  executed  in  the  face  of  a 
corps,  formed  with  a  field*piece  in  the  wood,  and  under  the 
enfilade  of  a  heary  gun  of   the  oiiemy'f  principal  battery. 
The  advance  was  led  by  the  grenadiers  of  the  100th  r^- 
ment,   with  undaunted  gallantry,  which    no    obstacle   could 
arrest.    A  narrow  causeway.  In  many  places  under  water,  not 
more  than  four  feet  wide,  and  about  400  paces  in  length,  which 
connected  the  island  with  the  main  land,  was.  occupied  by  the 
aoemy,  in  great  force,  with  a  6-pottndef^   .  Itwas  forced,  and 
carried  in  the  most  spirited  manner,  and  the  gun  taken  before 
a  second  discharge  could  be  made  from  it;,  a*  .tumbril)  with  a 
faw  rounds  of  ammunition,  was  found;  .batyunfortitnately,  the 
artillerymen  were  still  behind,  the  schooner  not  having  been 
able  to  get  up  in  time,  and  the  troops  were  exposed  to  so  heavy 
and  galling  a  fire  from  a  numerous,  but  almost  invisible  foe,  as 
to  render  it  impossible  to  halt  for  the  artillery  to  come  up.    ^At 
thtt  spot  two  paths  led  in  opposite  directions  round  the  hill ;  I 
directed  colonel  Young,  of  the  king's  regiment,  withChalf  of  the 
detachment,  to  penetrate  by  the  left;i  and.major  Drummond,  of 
the  104th,  to  force  the  patli  by  the  right,  which  proved  to  be 
•     more   open,  and  was  Ite  occupied  by  the  enemy.    On  the 
left  the  wood  was  very  thick,  and  was  inost  obstinately  main* 
tained  b/.theenemj. 
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The  gnn.boats  vhich  had  covered  oar  \%niing^  aSbrded 
ipaterUI  aid,  by  firing  iato  the  w^odt ;  bet  the  Ameriean 
soldier,  secai^e  behind  a  tree^  wa«  oaly  to  be  dislodged  by  the 
bayonet  The  spirited  advance  of  a  section  proda|:e4  the  flight 
of  hundreds.  From  this  observation  all  firing  was  direeted  to, 
cease,  and  (he  detachment  being  formed  in  as  regular  order  as 
^e  nature  of  the  ground  would  admit,  pushed  forward  thjroipgh 
the  wood  upon  the  enemy^  who,  although  greatly,  superior  in 
numbers,  and  supported  by  field.pieces,  and  a  heaTy  fire  fron^ 
their  fort,  fled  with  precipitatron  to>  their  block-house  and  fort, 
abandoning .  one  of  their  guiis..  The  division  under  colonel 
Young  was  joined  in  the  charge,  by  that  under  major  Drum, 
roond,  which  was  executed  with  such  spirit  and  promptness,  that 
many  of  the  enemy  fell  in  their  enclosed  barracks,  which  were 
set  on  fire  by  our  troops ;-— at  this  point  the  further  energies  of 
the  troops  became  unavailing.  Th^ir  block-house  and  stock- 
aded battery  could  no(t  be  carded  by  assault,  nor  rcd.u^ed  by 
field-pieces,  had  we  been  provided  with  them;  the  fire,  of  the 
gun-boats  proved  inefficient  to  attain  that  end :  light  and 
adverse  winds  continued,  and  our  larger  vessels  were  still  far  off. 
The  enemy  turned  the  heavy  ordnance  of  the  battery  to  the 
interior  defence  of  his  post.  He  had  se^  fire  to.  the  store-hous^ 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  fort.     •  . 

Seeing  no  object  wijthin  our  reach  to  attain,  that  could  com- 
pensate for.  the  loss  we  were. momentarily  sustaining  from  the 
heavy  fire  of  the  ^enemy's  cannon,  I  directed  the  troops,  to  take 
up  the  position  on  the  crest  of  the  hill  we  had  charged  from. 
From  this  position  we  were  ordered  to  re-embark,  which  was 
performed  at  our  leisure,  and  in  perfect  ord^r,  the  .enemy 
not  presuming  to  shew  a  single  soldier  without  the  limits 
of  his  fortress.  Your  excellency  having  been  a  witness  of 
the  zeal  and  ardent  courage  of  every  soldier  in  the  field,  it  is 
unnecessary  in  me  to  assure  your  excellency,  that  but  one  senti- 
ment animated  every  breast,  that  of  discharging  to  the  utmost 
of  their  power  their  duty  to  their  king  and  country.— But  one 
sentiment  of  regret  and  mortification  prevailed^  on  being  obliged 
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<o  quit  a  beaten  enemy,  witom  a  mall  band  of  Bridth  solditrs 
bad  driren  before  then  for  three  hoars,  through  a  country 
abounding  in  strong  positions  of  defence,  but  not  offering  a 
single  spot  of  cleared  ground  fa? orable  for  the  operations  of 
disciplined  troops,  witBout  having  fully  accompliihed  the  duty 
we  were  ordered  to  perform. 

The  two  diyisions  of  the  detachment  were  ably  commanded 
by  colonel  Young,  of  the  king's,  and  major  Drummond,  of  the 
I04th.  The  detachment  of  the  king's  under  major  Eraos, 
nobly  sustained  the  high  and  established  character  of  that  dis- 
tinguished corps ;  and  captain  Burke  availed  himself  of  tiie 
ample  field  afforded  him  in  leading  the  advance,  to  display  the 
intrepidity  of  British  grenadiers. 

The  detachment  of  the  104th  regiment,  under  major  Moodie, 
captain  M^Pherson's  companyof  Glengarry  light-iufan try,  and 
two  companies  of  Canadiaa  voltigeurs,  commanded  by  major 
Hammot,  all  of  them  levies  of  the  British  provinces  of  North 
America,  evinced  most  striking  proofs  of  their  loyalty,  steadi- 
ness, and  courage.  The  detachment  of  the  royal  Newfound, 
land  regiment  behaved  with  great  gallantry.  Your  excellency 
will  lament  the  loss  of  that  active  and  intelligent  officer,  captain 
Gray,  acting  deputy-quarter-master^general,  who  fell  dose  to 
the  enemy's  work,  while  reconnoitring  it,  in  the  hope  to  dts. 
cover  some  opening  to  favor  an  assault.  Commodore  sir  James 
Yeo  conducted  the  fleet  of  boats  in  the  attack,  and,  accompany* 
ing  the  advance  of  the  troops,  directed  the  co-operation  of  the 
gun.boats.  I  feel  most  grateful  for  your  excellency's  kind  con- 
sideration, in  allowing  your  aides  de  camp  majors  Coote  and 
Fulton,  to  accompany  me  in  the  field,  and  to  these  officers  for 
the  able  assistance  they  afforded  me. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

"•  EDWARD  BAYNES, 

Col.  Glengarry  light*infanty,  coi&mandisg. 
To  his  excellency  lieutenant-general 
sir  George  Prevost^  Bart.  &c.  &c«  &c« 
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lUtarii  of  the  killed,  wMsded,  and  nutttrig,  in  an  aitedc  oa 
Sackett's  Harbor,  on  the  30th  of  May,  1818.' 

.    General  staff; — 1  killed. 

Aojfal  artillery  f'^'i  ganners,  wonnded. 

Royal  Scotsi-^%  rank  and  file,  killed ;  1  rank  and  file, 
wounded  and  missing ;  4  rank  and  file,  wonnded. 

8/A;  (or  king* 9  regiment ;)'^b  rank  and  file,  killed  ;  3  cap* 
taini,  1  ensign,  7  rank  and  file,  woanded  and  missing;  1 
major,  3  lieutenants,  3  Serjeants,  60  rank  and  file,  wounded. 

100/A  regiment ; — 1  serjeant,  5  rank  and  file,  killed ;  3  rank 
and  file,  wounded  and  missing ;  1  dmmmer,  i^  rank  and  file, 
tronnded. 

r  1Q4M  regiment i-^^  seijeant,  20  rank  and  file,  killed; 
J  rank  and  file,  wounded  and  missing ;  2  majors,  3  captains, 
^  lieutenants,  3  Serjeants,  1  drummer,  67  rank  and  .file, 
wounded. 

Royal  Neuifoundland  regimefU;'^4  rank  and  file,  killed; 
1  rank  and  file,  wounded  and  missing;  13  rank  and  file, 
wounded* 

Glengarry  light^infantry ;— -6  rank  and  file,  killed ;  1.  cap« 
tain,  1  ensign,  1  serjeant,  17  rank  and  file,  wounded. 

Canadian  voUigews  ;-*-3  rank  and  file,  killed ;  2  rank  and 
file,  wounded.    . 

Total;— »1  general  staff,  3  Serjeants,  44  rank. and  file,  killed; 
3  majors,  3  captains,  5  lieutenants,  1  ensign,  7  Serjeants,  % 
drummers,  173  rank  and  file,  3  gunners,  wonnded ;  3capt^s, 
1  eniign,  13  rank  and  file,,  wounded  and  missing. 

Names  of  officers  killed  and  wonhded. 

.    JKi^^/**Captain  A.  Gray,  acting  deputy .quarter*master- 

general. 

.   tVo9$nded;    Stk;   (or  king^s   regiment ;)'^MtijoT  Eyans, 

slightly  ;*  captain  Blackmore,    dangerously;    captain  Tytlw, 

severely;  lieutenant  Nutall;  (since  dead;)  lieutenant  Low ry; 

ensign  Greig,,  prisoner. 
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t  .  ^Mihregimemi  /-^HmtjiMrf  Dnaamwd  ted  Maod/^^Bi^ily; 
capUin  Leonard,  safertlj ;  eapteiA  Shott,  iUgkHkj ;  lien* 
tenaati  Rainford,  Moore,  and  Delanoej. 

Glenguny lighiinfanir^ f'^^C^pUin  M^Pherson,  seTerely  ; 
en«ig,ii  Matliewspn}  digbtljr. 

EDWARD  BAYNES, 

Adjt.  Gen.  North  Americft. 

No.  24. 

From  fhnpl  Prociwr  to  m^jor^genffrol  Skeaffcm 

Sir,  Sandwich,  January  ^5tb,  1813. 

In  my  last  despatch  I  acquainted  you,  that  the  enemy  was  in 
the  Michigan  territory,  marching  upon  Detroit,  and  that  I  there- 
fore deemed  it  necessary  that  he  should  be  attaclced  irithont 
delay,  with  all  and  e^ery  description  of  force  within  my  reach. 
Garly  in  the  morning,  on  the  10th,  I  was  Informed  of  his  l>eing 
in*  possession  of  Frenchtown,  on  thq  river  Raisin,  25  miles  from 
Detroit,  after  experiencing  every  resistance  that  major  Rey« 
noldsj  of  the  Essex  militia,  had  ft  in  his  power  to  make,  with  a 
S-pounder,  wdl  served  and  directed  by  bombardier  Kitson,  of 

*  * 

the  royal  artillery,  and  the  militia,  three  of  whom  he  had  well 
trained  to  the  use  of  it.  The  retreat  of  the  gun  was  covered  by 
a  birafe  band  of  Indians,  who  made  the  ienemy  pay  dear  for 
wbut  he  obtained.  This  party,  composed  of  militia  and 
Indians,  with  the  gnn,  fell  back,  IS  miles  to  Brown's  town, 
the  settlement  of  the  brave  Wyandots,  where  Z  directed  my  ' 
force  to  assemble.  On  the  ^Ist  instant,  I  advanced  lt2  miles  to 
Swan  Creek,  from  whence  we  marched  to  the  enemy,  and 
attacked'  him  at  break  of  day,  on  the  22d  Instant;  and  after 
suffering,  for  our  numbers,  a  considerable  loss,  the  enemy^s 
force  posted  in  houses  and  enclosures,  and  which,  from  dread 
of  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  Indians,  they  most  obstinately 
defended,  at  length  surrendered  at  discretion  ;  the  other  part 
of  their  force,  in  attempting  to  retreat  bj  the  way  they  came/ 


.  f 


1trcf0yl  betieTef»U»0r  widi  Torjr  feirexeaptidng/ killed  bj  the 
lo^nolu:  Brigadler^s^eval  Wincfte^et  3fasi  taken,  in  tke 
pdfBol^'.  hj  the  Wyandet^.  chief  fieaHdhead,  who  afterwavde 
•nriseadefed  hioi  to  meu  

You  viU  perceire  that  I  hare  lost  oo  time;,  indeed^  it  wat 
necessarj  to  be  prompt,  ia  my  m^iiemeaUf  as  the  enemy  woald 
har«  i^n'jdiiled  by  tm^ttf^gfaeral  Harrison  in  a  few  days. 
The  troops,  the  marine,  and  the  militia,  displayed  great  bra?ery, 
and  behared  uncommonly  well.  Wfa^re  so  much  zeal  and 
spirit  were  manifested,  it  would  be  unjust  to  attempt  to  par. 
ticularice  any :  I  cannot,  faoweter,  refrain  from  mentioning 
lieutenant-colonel  St.  George,  who  received  four  wounds  in  a 
gallant  attempt  to  occupy  a  biiilding  which  ytm  favorably 
situated  for  annoying  the  enemy ;  together  with  ensign  Kerr, 
of  the  Newfoundland  regiment,  who^  I  fear,  is  very  dangerously 
wounded.  The  zeal  and  courage  of  the  TnMfan  department 
were  nmr  more  conspicuous  tiuin  oh  t&iis'  «>ectt^on,  atod  the 
IndiaR  warriors  foaght  with  thdr  usual  bravery.  '  I  am  modi 
indebted  to  the  cKfferent  departments,  the  troops  having  been 
well  and  timely  supplied  with  every  requisite  the  district  could 
affbrd. 

I  have  fortunatdy  not  been  deprived  of  the  services  of  lieu, 
tenant  Troughton,  of  the  royal  artillery,  und  acfing  in  the 
quarter.master-general's  department,  afthoilgh  he  was  wounded^ 
to  whose  zealous  and  unwearied  exertions  I  am  greatly  in- 
debted, as  well  as  to  the  whole  of -the  royal  artillery  for  their 
conduct  in  this  affair. 

I  enclose  a  list  of  the  killed  and  wounded,  and  cannot  but 
lament  that  there  are  so  many. of  both ;  but  of  the  latter,  I  am 
happy  to  say,  a  large  proportion  of  them  will  return  to  their 
duty,  and  most  of  them  in  a  short  time:  I  also  enclose  a  return 
of  the  arms  and  ammunitioki  which  have  been  taken,  as  well  as 
of  the  prisoners,  %hom  you  will  percdve  to  be  equal  to  my 
utm»8t  force,  etclusive  of  the  Indians. 

It  is  reported  tiiait  a  party,  consisting  of  100 *men,' bringing 
600  hogSi  t<»  g^era)  Winphester^s  force,  has  been  completely 

£  £  3 
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cot  off  hf  the  ladiiBt,  and  die  cobtoj  ttken*  lieoteDant 
McLean,  my  acting  bcifade-major,  whose  gallantry  and  ezer» 
tiona  wore  oontpicoont  on  tiie  9M  inttant,  it  the  bearer  of  tiiii 
deepatchy  and  will  be  able  to  afford  yon  every  infonnalion 
respecting  onr  titnation* 

I  harethe  honor  to  be,  ftc. 

HENRY  PROCTOR,  colonel. 
To  major-general  Sheaffe,  fte*  ke.  &e» 
Fort.6eoige« 


No.  25. 

Return  ojpriioners  iakem^fierthe  aeiion  ai  Rivtere  au  R^tiny 

ofi  the  tid  dag  9f  January^  1813. 

.  1  brlgadier«feneial;  1  colonel;  1  major;  9  captains;  (^ 
Ueatenants;  10  ensigns;  1  brigade-major;  1  adjutant;  1 
qaarterbmaster;  2 surgeons;  37  Serjeants;  435  rank  and  file. 
Total^^95. 

N.  B.  The  Indians  have  brought  in  and  dellTend  np  serenl 
prisoners  since  the  abore  return  was  taken  ;  they  continue  to 
do  so  this  morning,  so  that  this  return  is  not  perfectly  correct, 
nor  can  s  correct  one  be  procured  until  they  arriTe  at  Sandwich. 

FELIX  TROUGHTON,  R.  A. 

Act.  dep^  assist  quarter-master<^en* 


No.  26. 

Rcinrn  of  (he  killed  and  wounded  in  (he  adiok  ai  Riviere  w 

Raisin^  ^td  Januargy  1813. 

Rogai tit^Uerg ;^^l  Serjeant,  1  gunner,  killed;  1  lieutenant, 
1  corporal,  1  btoibardier,  6  gunners,  wounded« 

lOih  rogal^veieran  battalion  j'^ft  priTates,  wounded. 
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4lii  foot ;^^IS  prirates,  killed;  1  captaiDi  1  lioutenant,  3 
lerjeantfl,  1  corporal,  91  prlvatM,  wounded. 

Royal  Newfoundland  regiment  ;^^l  private,  killed;  1  entign, 
)  Serjeant,  3  corporalt,  13  privates,  wounded. 

Marine  department; — 1  seaman,  killed;  %  lieatenaots,  1 
nidshipman,  1  gunner,  12  seamen,  wounded, 

lit  Essex  militia ;^^  ^mzieSj  killed;  1  captidn,  3  lieu* 
leaaots,  2  Serjeants,  7  privates,  wounded. 

2d  Essex  militia  ;'^S  privates^  killed ;  1  ensign,  3  private^ 
wounded. 

Sfqff";-^!  lieutenant^colonel,  wounded. 

Total ;-**l Serjeant,  1  gvnuer,  21  privates,  1  seaman, killed; 
1  lieutenant.colonel,  2  captains,  6  lientcnants,  2  en^ns,  1 
■lidshipman,  6  Serjeants,  5  corporals,  1  bomliardier,  O'gminers, 
116  prirates,  12  seamen,  wounded. 

General  Total ;^24  killed;  158  wounded. 

Names  of  the  officers  wounded. 

Royai  artillery; — Lieutenant  Troughton. 

4l«</oo//— Captain  Tallon  and  lieutenant  Clemow. 

Royal  Newfoundland  regiment ; — Ensign  Kerr. 

Marine  department  ;^hie\itensLnU  Rolette  and  Irvine,  and 
midshipman  Richardson. 

1st  Essex  mt/i/ta;— Captain  Mills,  and  lieutenants  TAK^u 
mic  and  Gordon. 

%d  ditto  /—Claude  Garvin. 

5/q/f/— Colonel  St  George. 

FEhlX  TROUGHTON,  Lt  R.  A. 

Act  dep,  asst*quarteri«master-geiy* 
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N0.  87, 

From  brigadieT'-general  9Vinckert€r  ta  the  American  secretary 

oj  war. 

SiRy  Maiden,  January  28th,  1815* 

A  detachment  from  the  left  wisg  of  the  iiortli«ve6terB  Jkrmj 
ander  mj  tommand*.  at  Frcbchtawn,  an  the  riter  Raisin,  was 
attacked  on  the  23d  instant,  by  a  force  greatly  superior  in  wtmn 
bers,  aided  by  seyecAl  pieees  6t  artillery.  The  action  com* 
^aoAcdft.  at  the  dawn  <»f  day :  the  piqiieft-£«ar4s  were^  driven  in, 
iind.  a  boaty  .fire  opened  npoa  the  Mhol^  line,  by  which  part 
.tfieoeof  was  tlwcoiln, into  disorder;  and  being  ordered  to  fom 
on  more  adyantageous  ground,  I.f^Mind  the  enemy  donbliag  onr 
left  flank  with  force  and  rapidity*  ^ 

A  destructiTe  fire  was  sustained  for  some  time ;  at  length, 
borne  down  by  numbers,  the  few  of  us  that  remained  with  the 
party  retired  from  the  lines,  submitted.  The  remainder  o^  our 
force,  in  number  ab<^ut  400,  continued  to  defeud  themseWes 
.with  gr^t  gallantry,  in  an  unequal  contest  against  sroatlrarms 
and  artillery,  until  I  was  brought  in  as  a  prisoner  to  that  part 
of  the  field  occupi^  by  the  enemy. 

At  this  latter  place,  I  understood  that  our  troops  were 
defending  themsehes  in  a  state  of  desperation ;  and  I  was 
informed  by  the  commanding.oftccr  of  the  eneiny>  that  he 
would  ajToxid  Qiem  an  opportupity  of  surrendering  themseWes 
prisoners  of  war;  to  which  I  acceded.  I  was  the  more  ready 
to  make  the  surrender,  from  being  assured^  that  unless  done 
quickly,  the  buildings  adjacent  would  be  immediately  set  on 
fire,''and  that  no  responsibility  would  be  taken  for  the  conduct 
of  the  savages,  who  were  then  assembled  in  great  numbers. 

In  this  critical  situation,  being  desirous  to  preserve  the  lives 
of  a  number  of  our  brave  fellows  who  still  held  out,  I  sent  a 
flag  to  them,  and  agreed  with  the  commanding-.officer  of  the 
enemy^  that  they  should  be  surrendered  prisoners  of  war,  on 
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condition  of  their  being  protected  from  the  sarages,  and  being 
aUowed  to  retain  their  private  property,  and  having  their  side- 
arms  returned  to  them.  It  is\ impossible  for  me  to  ascertain^ 
with  certainty,  the  loss  we  have  sustained  in  this  action,  from 
the  impracticability  of  knowing  thenumber  who  faavjB  mad^  their 
escape* 

-  Thirty.five  officers,  and  about  487  non-commissioned  officers, 
and  priratet,  are  prisoners  of  war.  A  list  of  the  names  of 
officers  is  herewith  enclosed  to  you.  Our  loss  in  killed  Ir  con. 
•tderable. 

However  anfortuna(e  may  seem  the  affair  of  yesterdays  I  asd 
flattered  by  the  belief,  that  no  material  error  is  dMrgeablenpAii 
myself,  and  that  still  less  censure  deserved  by  the  troopa  I  had 
tke  honor  of  commanding. 

.  With  the  exception  of  that  portion  of  oar  force  wbSth  Waii 
thrown  into  disorder,  no  troops  have  ever  beha?ed  with  more 
determined  intrepidity. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  high  respect, 
Yoar  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  WINCHESTER, 
Hon.  secretary  at  war.  Brig.-gen.  U.  S.  army* 

Here  follows  a  list  of  the  officers  taken : 

General  Winchester;  colonel  Lewis;  major  Madisoyi ;  cap^ 
tains  Overton,  |iightower,  Ballard,  Cholier,  James  .K^fi 
Hamilton^  Williams,  Sabrie,  a^  Bledfoe;  lieat^nants  .QjBfr 
rard,  M'Cella;  adjutant  Keen;  .Q^  lilp  Jloldien,  |^i|||a 
M^Guire,  Ganard,  Itfoo.rc^,  and  Higgles;  onsigna  QMiD^tgck, 
Butler,  T.  Chin,  Flarron,  Nash,  Botts,  Muadiiy,  Qaoioni 
Nash;  Mooring^  Fleet,  and  .Caldwell;  .sntg^a  T^d*-T 
Total,  36. 

The  Indians  have  still  a  few  prisoners  in  their  po98eyio% 
which^  I  have  reason  to  hope  will  be  given  np  to  aotonel  Proctoi^ 
atSandwichs 

JAMES  WINCHJESTERi  brig«*6W. 
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No.  38, 

¥rom  rnqfor^gmieral  Harriion^  to  gov4mor  Shelby. 

Cftmp  on  CaTjiqg  Rock|  Ift  miles  fjFom 
the  ](apidf}  JanuMrj  M,  1813, 
My  dmk  Sir, 

I  leod  colonel  Wells  to  yon,  to  communicate  the  particiilan 
{«f  fu:  as  we  are  acquainted  with  them)  of  an  event  that  will 
OTerwhelm  joar  miad  wldi  griei^  jusd  fill  jonr  whole  state  with 
apibnniing. 

The  greater  part  of  colonel  Wells's  regiment,  United  States* 
iafantr^Tj  and  the  1st  and  ^th  regiments  Kentucky  infantry,  and 
Allen's  rifle  regiment)  under  the  immediate  orders  of  general 
Winchester  have  been  cut  to  pieces  by  the  enemy,  or  taken 
prisoners.  Gireat  as  the  calamity  is,  I  still  hope  that,  as  far  as 
it  relates  to  the  objects  of  the  campaign,  it  is  not  irreparable. 
j^s  soon  as  I  was  informed  of  the  attack  upon  general  Winches- 
ter, about  12  o'clock  on  the  S^d  instant,  I  set  out,  to  overtake 
the  detachment  of  Kentucky's  tpops,  that  I  had  sent  that 
morning  to  reinforce  him,  and  I  directed  the  only  regiment  that 
I  had  with  ne  to  follow^  I  overtook  major  Robb*s  detachment 
at  the  distance  of  6  mites ;  but  before  the  troops  in  the  rear 
could  get  np,  certain  information  was  received  of  general 
'MriiichfAiter's  total  defeat. 

f*  A  eonncil  of  irar  was  called,  and  it  was  the  unanimous 
opinion  of  the  generals  Payne  and  Perkins,  and  all  the  fi^d 
offitersY  that  there  was  no.  motive  that  could  authorize  an 
advance  but  that  of  atUcking  the  enemy,  and  that  success  was 
not  to  be  expected  after  a  forced  march  of  40  miles  against  an 
«m^y  superior  in  number,  and  well  provided  with  artillery. 
Strong  detachments  of  the  most  active  men  were^  however,  sent 
forward  on  all  the  roads,  to  assist  and  bring  in  such  of  our  men 
as  had  fseaped.    The  whole  number  that  reached  our  camp 


APPENDIX.  4ib 

4oes  not  exceed  50,  amoDgtt  whom  were  mejor  M^Ciannahaa 
and  captain  Clares. 

Haring  a  large  train  of  heary  artUlerj,  and  stores  coming 
on  this  road  from  W.  Sandusky,  under  an  escort  of  four  eom* 
panies,  it  was  thought  advisable  to  fall  back  to  this  place,  for 
Ihe  purpo3e  of  st^curing  them.  A  part  of  it  arrived  last  eTen* 
ing,  and  the  rest  if  within  30  miles,  •  As  soon  as  it  arrives,  and 
a  reinforcement  of  three  regiments  from  the  Virginia-  and 
Pennsylvania  brigades,  I  shall  again  advance,  and  give  the 
enemy  an  opportunity  of  measuring  their  strength  with  us  once 
more. 

Colonel  Wells  will  commiinicate  some  drcnmstanees,  whieh^ 
whUe  they  afflict  and  surprise,  will  convince  yon  that  Kentncky 
Jhas  lost  none  of  her  reputation  for  valor,  for  which  she  is  famed. 
rThe  detachment  to  the  river  Raisin  was  made  without  my 
knowledge  or  consent,  and  in  direct  oppositfoii  to  my  plana. 
Having  been  made^  however,  I  did  every  thing  in  my  power  to 
reinferde  them,  and  a  force  exceeding  by  300  men  that  which 
^general  Winchester  deemed  necessary,  was  on  its  way  to  join 
him,  and  a  fine  battalion  within  14  miles  of  its  destination. 

After  the  success  of  colonel  Lewis,  I  was  in  great  hopes  tha^ 

the  post  could  be  maintained.     Colonel  Wells  will  communicate 

my  future  views  to  you,  much  better  than  I  can  do  In  writing 

at  tjiis  lime. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  &o. 

,        .  W.  H.  HARRISON. 

)Iis  excellency  governor  Shelby. 

No.  29. 

From  brigadi^r^generid  Proctor  to  sir  G.  Prevost. 
SiBs  Sandwich,  May  J  4th,  1813. 

From  the  drcnmstanees  of  the  war,  I  have  judged  it  expedi- 
ent to  make  a  direct  report  to  yovr  axeellency  of  the  opera^ 
tions  and  present  state  in  thii  district. 


«§  APPENDIX 

la  Ibe  eipeotetian  of  bdog  able  to  reach  the  enemy,  ivVe 
had  taken  post  near  the  foot  of  the  Rapids  ol  ike  Miami, 
iMlofethe  reinCefcemtsts  and  aH^Hes  coald  arriYe,  for  which 
m(if,  he  ir4iteA  to  oommeiioe  active  operafions  agaimt  us,  I 
detarmiaed  to  attack  him  withoatdaiajy  aad  with  everj  meant  in 
mj; power;  hiit  from  the  necessatj  pnparatioBS,.and  tome 
iwtQwacd  circumsianees^.  it  was  not  in  my  power  to  reach  him 
withiA  three  weeks  of  the  period  I  had  prd^sosed,  and  at  which 
heimight  have  been  elfitorad  or  destreyed.  From  the  incessant 
ood  hcary  rains  wa  aoeperienoed)  and  during  which  onr  batteries 
were  constructed,  it  was  not  until  the  uorning  of  the.  lat 
instant,  the  fifth  day  after  onr  arrif  al  at  the  month  of  the  rif er, 
13  miles  from  the  eneBiy,  that  onr  batteries  could  be  opened. 

The  enemy,  who  occupied  several  acres  of  commanding 
gronndy  atrongly  defended  by  block.hbuses,  and  the  batteries 
well  furaished  with  ordnance,  had,  daring  our  approach,  so 
completely  entrenched  and  corcred  himsdf,  as  to  render  nna- 
Tailiflg  every  effort  of  our  artillery,  though  well  served,  and  in 
batteries .  aott  judiciously  .placed  and  constructed,  under  the 
able  direction  of  captain  Dixon,  of  the  royal  engineers,  of 
whose  ability  and  unwearied  zeal,  shown  particnlariy  on  this 
occiaion,  I  cannot  speak  too  highly.- 

Though  the  attack  has  not  answered  fully  the  purpose 
intended,  I  hare  the  satisfaction  to  inform  your  excellency  of 
the  fortunate  result  of  an  attack  of  the  enemy,  aided  by  a  sally 
of  most  of  their  garrison,  made  on  the  morning  of  the  5th 
instant,  by  a  reinforcement,  which  descended  the  river  a 
considerable  distance  in  a  very  short  timei  consisting  of  two 
corps,  Dudley's  and  RoswelPs,  amounting  to  1300  men,  under 
the  4;ommand  of  brigadier-general  Green  Clay*  The  attack 
was  very  sudden,  and  on  both  sides  of  the  rirer*  The  enemy 
were  for  «  few  minutes  in  the  possession  of  our  batteries,  and 
took  some  prisoners*  After  a  severe  contest,  thongh  not 
of  long  contiuuappe,  the  enemy  gave  way ;  jUid,  except  the 
body.of  ihosp  who  sallied  frpm  the  fort|  mmt  have  been  vnnf^ 
killed  or  taken. 


•«t 
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In  thi0  decisife  »ffair^  the  ^ffice^^ciid  mea  of  the  41tt  tbgl* 
ment,  who  c^ar|pe|l  and  routed  the  eu^mj.  oeur  the  batteries, 
veU  iiiaiQtained  the  l<^g  e«tiil>lished  repuUtion  qf  the  corps. 
Where  all  deserre  fNTMse)  it  u  difficilt  to  distiagli»b«  Coptum 
^uir,  .an  .old  oflto^rv  who  had  9eeQ.mti?h.9erfice>  J»|d.  the  good 
fortttite  to  be  io  the  ioieiediate  commsiod  of  these  braTO  aieii« 
Seiidej(  my  ^obl^atioQS  to  eaptnia.ChaiBber^^.for  his  unweaii^ 
exertions  preparatory  to,  and  on  the  e%fodition%  as  deputy^ 
elsistaat  ^narteriQiMter-geoeifti)  I*  hate  to  notice  his  gallant 
ooedtiot.ia  fttta<:]uflg.theeoefny  now  .the  batteries^  at  the  point 
of,  tjiebtkyomet;  asertice  in  which  he  w%8  well  supported  bj 
lieqteiunts  BiiUoek  and  Cleeieots  of  the  41it,  and  Heiitenaiit 
Ij^  Breteu,  of  the  Royal  .Newfoundland  regine^t.,  The 
^enrage  and  actifify  displayed  thfough  the  wbele  sceoe  of 
aetion  by  the  Indiaa  diiefs  and,  warriors^  copitribnted  l^gely  t^ 
our  sttOG^ss.  I  have  not  .been  abl^  to  aseertaiii  the  9iiiottQt  of 
prisoojers  in  the  possestpon  of  the  Indians^ .  1  haye  seot  of^ 
agreeable  to  agreement,  nearly  500  prisonepw  (a  the.  riven; 
Hucon,  a^ar  Sandusky. 

. .  I  have  proposed,  an  eachange,   which  is  refer^d  •  to  the 
Ame^  ieaa  goveroonent. 

I.  cooJd  not  ascertain  the  amount  of  the  enctmy's  loss  in 
killed,  froip  the  extent  of  the  scene  of  action,  and  mostly  In 
4he.  woods..  )  conceive  his  loss  in  killed  and  prisoners  to  hare 
))ean,  between  1000  and  120fl  men.  These  unfortunate  people 
ji^ere  iiot  volunteers,  and  complete  Kentucky's  quota.  If  thi^ 
^emy  had  been  peimitted  to  jcceive  his  reinforcements  an4 
supplies  undisturbed,  I  should  ha?  e  had,  at  this  critical  juncture. 
40  contend  with  hi|n  for  Detroit,  or  perhaps  on  this  shore. 
.  J.  |iad  nc^  the  optU>%t>f  retaining  my  situation  on  the  Miami. 
Half  of  the  militia  had  left  us*  I  received  a  deputation  from 
tho  chiefs,  cafinselling  me  to  .return,  as  they  could  notprerent 
their  people,  as  was  their  custom  after  any  battle  of  conse. 
Qae9<;e,  returning  toy  their  Tillages  with  their  wounded^  their 
pdfooers  and  plunder^  of  which  they  bad  takeo^a  coasidei^abla 
qmintity  in  thoboa^  of  theenemj. 
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Before  the  ordineaee  eoald  be  drawn  from  tlie  batteries,  I 
wu  left  witk  Tecumiehy  and  leis  than  10  ehieft  and  warriors; 
a  dfCttinttance  which  strongly  proTei  that,  nnder  present  cir* 
cnmstances  at  least,  bur  Indian  forcois  Hot  a  disposable  one,  or 
permanent,  thovgh  occasionally  a  most  powerfdi  aid.  I  hare, 
however,  brought  off  all  the  ordnance;  and,  indeed,  have  not 
left  any  thing  bdiind ;  part  of  the  ordnance  is  embarked  under 
the  fire  of  the  enemy* 

The  serrioe  on  whieh  we  were  employed  has  been,  though 
short  a  very  severe  one ;  and  Hoo  much  praise  cannot  be  given 
to  both  officers  and  men,  for  the  cheerfulness  vrith  which,  on 
every  occasion,  they  met  the  service.  To  lientenant^ol.  War* 
burton  I  feel  many  obligations,  for  the  aid  he  zealously  afforded 
me  on  every  occasion*  J^rom  my  brigade*major,  lieutenant 
M^I^ean,  I  received  the  same  sealous  assistance  as  on  former 
occasions*  To  captain  Mockler,  royal  Newfoundland  regiment, 
who  acted  as  my  aide-de-camp,  I  am  much  indebted  for  the  as* 
sistauoe  afforded  me. 

lieutenant  Le  Breton,  of  the  Newfoundland  regiment, 
assistant-engineer,  by  his  unwearied  exertions,  rendered  essen- 
tial service  ;  as  did  lieutenant  Gardinet,  of  the  41st  raiment, 
from  his  science  in  artillery.  The  royal  artillery,  in  the  labo- 
rious duties  they  performed,  displayed  their  uAial  unwearied 
seal,  and  were  well  assisted  by  the  royal  Newfoundland,  (under 
lieutenant  Garden,)  as  additional  gunners.  The  laborious 
duties  which  the  marine,  under  commodore  Hall,  have  per- 
formed, have  been  most  cheerfully  met,  and  the  most  esiential 
•crvice  rendered* 

I  have  the  honor  to  send  an  embarkation  return  of  the  force 
that  served  under  my  command  at  the  Miami,  ezdnsive  of  the 
Indians,  vrho  may  be  stated  at  1900* 

I  also  enclose  a  return  of  onr  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoneis, 
who  have,  however,  been  exchanged. 

I  had  taken  upon  me  to  give  the  rank  of  major  to  Ae  riz  cap« 
tains  of  the  line^  as  mifitia  were  employed  on  the  same  service 
with  (hem;  some  of  them  are  old  officers;  all  of  them  deserv- 


APPENDIX.  41^9 

lag  I  ftny  marlLof  joui  eKCeUeoiey^i  ftpproteiion  of  thenik  woiild 
be  extremely  grateful  to  me. 

I  beg  l^ve  to  meotlon  the  four  rolanteers  of  the  4l8t  regt. 
Wilkiasoa^  Rtehtrdson^  Ltiag,  )iad  Prootor,  at  worthy  of 
promotion, 

I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

HENRY  PROCTOR, 
Brigadler-general  commanding. 

I  beg  to  acknovrledge  the  indefatigable  exertions  of  the 
commissariat. 

HENRY  PROCTOR. 
To  his  excellency,  lieutenant-general 
Sir  6.  PreTost,  Bart*  &c.  &c. 


•^###^^#«^^«^#  ^^ 


No.  30* 


EmBarkaiion^reiiitm  of  the  zaestern  dnnif  4ommunded  hy 
Hef^en*  Proctor j  on  an  expedition  to  the  If  tami>. 


Amherstburg,  April  23d,  1813* 

Oenerai  etafff^I  general,  1  lieutenant-col.  1  deputy, 
assistant.qnarter^master'.general,  1  brigade-major,  i  staff* 
adjutant 

Ho^al  artillery  ;^\  lieutenant,  1  serjeant,  1  surgeon,  i7 
rank  and  file. 

Rojfol  engineers  f-^l  captain* 

10th  veteran  battdion  /-— 6. 

AUt  regiment i^^^  captains,  7  lieutenants,^  1  assistant-Bur- 
geon,  32  Serjeants,  6/ drummers  and  bugles,  374  rank  and  file. 

Bsyal  Newfoundland  regiment  ;'^l  captain,  2  lieutenants,  3 
Serjeants,  2  drummers,  55  rank  and  file. 

Commissariat; — 1  deputy.assistant-commissary.general,  1 
assistant  to  ditto.  1  issuer. 

Field  train; — 1  clerk  of  stores,  1  conductor. 
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Jfitt&i/^l  mjor,  19  eaq^tateir  it  Ibntenante,  8  i^t^ 
1  adjatant,  n  lerjeants,  406  raok  and  file. 

PETBR  L.  CHAMBERS,  major,     - 
eaptaia  41st  ftgt^  IX  A.  Q.  rMsttr^geoersd^ 

I 

No.  31. 

Relutn  of  kittedj  woutukdy  misHng^  and  prUptiersj  of  At 
armg  under  the  command  of  hrigadier-generdl  Proctor  ai 
ik€  haiihfoufki  at  ike  Miamis^  May  Sthy  1813. 

Royal  drtiUery  ;^^X  Serjeant,  1  rank  and  file,  wounded;  9 
rank  and  file,  prisoners. 

Al9t regiment I'^W  rank  and  file,  killed;  1  lieutenant,  3 
Serjeants,  35  rank  and  file,  wounded ;  2  lieutenants,  1  ser* 
jeant,  1  drummer,   33  rank  and  fi^  prisoners. 

Royal  Nevcfoundland  regiment  ;-^\  drummer,  3  rank  and 
file,  killed;  1  rank  and  file,  wounded^  1  rank  and  file,  pru 
soner. 

Militia;^!  captain,  4  rank  and  file^  wonndeof  1  rank  and 
file,  prisoner. 

.  Total  ;-r-l  drummer,  13  rank  and  file, 'killed,  1  captaio,  1 
Ileutenatit,, 4 Serjeants,  41  rank  and  file,  wounded;  Slientoff 
nants,  1  scr jeant,  37  rank  and  file,  prisoners. 

Names  of  officers  wounded  and  prisoners. 

41  st  regiment ; — Lieutenant  .Bnllpcl^,  wounded  on  the '3d 
ult«;  lieutenants  M^Intire  and  HqJ^s^  prisoners. 
3f{/fYf a /--Captain  Bandy,  since  deceased. 

PET£R  CHAJVIBEaS,  n|jor> 
eaptain  4 lit  regt*  D.  A.  Q.  M««gen. 
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.    No.  52. 

«  • 

Return  of  officers^  non-commissioned  officers^  t^nd  privaiesj 
taken  prisoners  from  ike  enem^  on  the  &th  of  Mq^^  181^^ 
eU  the  baitlefought  at  the  Miamis. 

United Siatea^  regulars  ;— 1  captain,  %1  rank  and  iSIe. 

lOr^  and  13/A  detached  Kentucky  militia  ^ — 2  majors,  1 
brigade^inspector,  8  captains,  0  lieutenants,  6  ensigns,  1  ad« 
jntant,  1  pay-master,  1  sargeon,  26  Serjeants,  3  drumm^rSj 
373  rank  and  file. 

Prisoners  since  delivered  tip  by  the  In^ans  ; — 1  ensign,  1 
assistant-surgeon,  12  rank  and  file.— Grand  total,  467. 

N.  B.  Tliere  are  a  number  of  prisoners  not  yet  come  in,  who 
are  in  the  possession  of  the  Indians,  but  they  are  bringing 
them  in  daily. 

PEtER  L.  CHAMBERS,  major, 
captain  4l8t  regiment  D.  A.  Q.  M..genif 

May  17; — Since  the  above  return,  SB  prisoners  have  been 
giTen  up  by  the  Indians. 

A.  H.  MCLEAN,  B.M. 


^■9^>0^*^^^0^^0^**. 


No.  33. 


From  krigadier-gen.  Vincent  to  Sir  G.  Prevost. 

,    .  Burlington-hejghts,  head  of  Lake-Ontario, 

Sjk^  June  6th,   1813. 

HsTing^  yesterday  rfiQif!oi  information  of  the  enemy  hct ing 
advanced  from  the  Forty -mile  Creek,  with  a  force  consisting  of 
3500  men,  *eight  or  nine' fidd^pieces,  9iid  250  cavalry,  for  the 
avowed  purpose  of  -attaekiifg  the  dirision  under  my  comrnand  in 
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Son ;  and  htTuif  soon  afterwards  JteAttt  a  feport  tliat 
he  had  paifad  the  swamp,  and  dri? en.in  mjr  advanced  posts  from 
Stonj  Creek  and  Bradj'ft,  fietatenant-col.  Hanref,  deputf. 
adjatant.|;eneral  immediately  went  forward  with  the  light  conu 
ptnies  of  die  klng^s^  and  49'th  regiments  ;  and  haTing  adradced 
close  to,  titd  aecarateljr  ascertained,  the  enenly*s  position,  sent 
hack  to  propose  to  me  a  nq;ht*attack  on  the  camp. 

The  enemj's  camp  was  distant  about  seren  miles*  Abost 
half  past  eleren  I  moTcd  forward  with  five  companies  of  the 
Sth,  (or  king's),  and  the  49th  regiments,  amonnting  together  to 
onlj704  firelocks ;  lieutenant-colonel  Harrey,  who  conducted  It 
with  great  regularity  and  judgment,  gallantly  led  on  the  attack. 
The  enemy  was  completely  surprised,  and  driren  from  his  camp, 
after  having  repeatedly  formed  in  different  bodies,  and  been  as 
often  charged  by  our  bra?e  troops,  whose  conduct,  throughout 
this  brilliant  enterprise,  was  above  all  praise*  The  action  tec* 
ftiidated  before  day  light,  when  three  guns  and  one  brass  how^ 
itzer,  with  three  tumbrils ;  two  brigadier-generals.  Chandler 
and  Winder,  first  and  second  in  command,  and  upwards  of  100 
officers,  non-commissioned  officers,  and  privates,  remained  in 
our  hands. 

Not  conceiving  it  prudent  to  expose  our  small  force  to  the 
view  of  the  eniemy,  who,  though  routed,  and  dispersed,  was 
stHl  formidable  as  to  numbers  and  position,  he  having  fled  to  the 
surrounding  heights,  and  having  still  four  or  five  guns,  the 
troops  were  put  in  motion  at  day-break  and  marched  back  to 
their  cantonments.  After,  we  had  retired,  and  it  had  become 
broad  day,  the  enemy  ventured  to  re-occupy  his  camp,  only, 
however,  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  his  inci^mbran^^es,  such 
as  blankets,  carriages,  provisions,  spare  arms,  ammunition, 
&c; ;  after  which,  he  commenced  a  precipitate  retreat  towards 
the  Forty-mile  Creek,  where  he  effected  a  junction  with  a  body 
of  9000  men,  who  were  on  their  march  ttw  Niagara  to  rein- 
foreehim. 

I  cannot  conclude  this  despatch  without  calling  your  excel- 
lency's attention  to  the  following  olficers :  -^ 
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«  To  U«atenanUM>K  Harrey,  the  depoty.adjotiiiitf«n«rft1,  my 
obligations  are  particularly  dae.  From  the.  first  mome»t  t)ie- 
enemy's  approach  was  known^  he  watched  his  movements^  and 
afibrded  me  the  earliest iaformation.  To  him,  indeed,  lam  in- 
debted  for /the  suggestion  and  plan  of  operations;  nothing 
could  be  more  clear  than  his  arrangements,  nor  more^oompleteljF 
successful  in  the  reiliik.  The  conduct  of  major  Plenderleath, 
who  commanded'  the  4dth  regt»,  was  rery  conspicuous.  By  his 
decMon  a^d  prompt  efforts,  the  surprize  of  the  enemy's  camp 
was  compleM,  and  .all  his  efforts  to  .make  a^  stand  "werd 
rendered  ineffectual  by  the  bayonet,  which  overthrew  all  oppo. 
eition.  A  party  of  the  49tfa,  with  major  Plenderleath  at  their 
head,  gallantly  charged  some  of  the  enemy's  field.pieces,  and 
brought  off  two  6-poundenr. 

I^ajor  Ogilvie  led  on,  in  the  most  gallant' manner,  the  fire 
cbtripanies  of  the  king's  regiment  i  and  whits t  one  half  of  that 
fafghfy  disciplined  and  distinguished  corps  supported  the  49th 
regiment,  the  other  part  moved  to  the  right,  and  attacked  fhe 
enemy's  left  flank,  which  decided  our  midnight  contest. 
•^  I  have  also  receiTed  the  |{reatest  assistance  from  .major 
Qlegg,  brigade-major  to  the  forces^  ^nd  beg  leare  to  .mentioiit 
t^ej  names  of  captains  M^Dowal  and  Milnes,  your  excellency's, 
aides-tle-camp,  who  accompanied  me  to  the  attack,  and  upon. 
^1  Qcca^iona  hare  volunteered  their  servicef.  I  haTe.lilLe- 
wise  to  acknowledge  the  assistance  of  captain.  Chamber,  of  tboi 
41st  rcgjiment,  who  had  arrired  some  days  before  from  Amhetst** 
borg  ;  and  Mr.  Brook,  ^ay-master  of  the  49th,  whoassistedl 
me  as  acting  aide-de-camp. 

j  To  Mr.  Haekett^  actiifgiStaff-surgeon  to  this  arqiy^  If)^l  par*" 
ticularjy  indebted,  fpr  his  judiQious  arrangments,  by  which  the 
wounded  have  received  every  attention,  and  are  most  of  them 
likely  to  be  restored  to  the  service. 

It  would  be  an  act  of  injustice,  were  I  to  admit  assuring 
your,  excellency,  that-  galhiniry  and  discipline  were -never  mora 
conspicuans  than  dnrihg  our  late  short -service;  and  I  feel  the 
grealest  satisfactioa'  in  assuring  you,  that  every  officer  and 

VOL.   I.  FF 
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fMnifli'  ataiiMiB  td  find  eacli  otber  io  Ut  eftiitilir 
Mgipiirt  the  honor  of  kb  nsjesty's  armS)  iuid  to  naintaia  lhi» 
higk  charaolerof  Brtiish  troops. 

I  h^  lernie  to  refer  joar  ezeellenejr  to  the  inclosed  reporif 
fyr  iierticBUra  reipectikig  our  loss,  vhich^  I  regret,  lias 
mrj  severe* 

I  have  the  hoM^r  to  be,  &c. 

JOHN  TINCENT, 

lkigadidr*geiieialk 
His  exoriknej  sir  Geo.  Prevost,  Bart  &c 


No.  34 

General  return  of  killed^  wounded^  and  missings  in  adton 
^  uUh  the  enemy  near  the  head  of  Lako^Oniarioj  Jam  §thf 

iai3. 

Staff f^^l  for^major,  wounded. 

81^^;  for  Jcing*$  tegiinent  ;)«^1  lieutenant,  2  seijeants,  7 
faxA  arid  file,  killed;  1  major,  it' captains,  2  lieutenants, 
4  Serjeants,  51  rank  and  file,  wounded;  13  rank  and  file 
iliissitig. 

AfHh  regiment  ;*^1  Serjeant,  12  rank  and  file,  killed  ;  ] 
flsajdr,  S  captains,  1  ensign,  1  adjutant, '  5  Serjeants,  IRdrnm. 
mors,  6t  rank  and  file,  wounded ;  3  Serjeants,  39  rank  and 
ile,  ralfising. 

Total ; — 1  lieutenant,  3  Serjeants,  19  rank  and  file,  killed  ; 
%  majors,  5  eaptains,  2  liefitenants,  1  ensign,  1  adjutant,  1 
fbit-imajor,  9  Serjeants,  ^  drummers,  113  rank  and  file, 
wminUed;  3  Serjeants^  52  rank  and  file,  missing. 

,  l4st  of  oQicers  killed  and  wounded. 

KiBed  i-^tih;  (or  kiiig^s  tegiwmnt  ;)'^IAeut»  Hboper. 

fVounded  f^^Staffi'^FoTUttAjm  Taylbr,  severely. 

S^ki  (^  UnfU  regiment  f)-^M^}(x  QgUxia  and  aqpiaiai 
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Mundaj,  leTerelj,  not  dangeroaslj ;  captain  Goldrick,  and 
lieutenants  Wejland  and  Boyd^  sightly. 

49th  regiment  /—Major  Plenderleath,  sererely,  not  dauger* 
pusly ;  brigade-major  Clark,  dangerously ;  brigade-major  Pen* 
nis,  and  captain  Manners,  slightly;  ensign  Davy^  dangerously; 
adjutant  Sl»an^  sl%htiy» 

J.  HABVEY,  depuiy^^j.^gen.  i 
EDWARD  BAYNES,  adj..geB. 


'«>i#«##«#4 


No.  35. 

.  ■ 

Reimmof  Amerieanprmnereofuarj  captured  hear.Si^m^^m 
Creek)  4n  the  aeHan  of  the  6ih  intHtmi* 

Two  brigadier-generals,    1  major,  5  captains^  1  lieutenant^ 
116  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates*  ' 

J.  HARVEY,  deputy-adj.-gen. 
EDWARD  B A YNES,adj„gen. 

Return  of  ordnance,  &c,.  &c«  captured  from  the  Americani' 
by  a  division  of  tb^  troops  under  the  command  of  briga« 
dier-general  Vincent,  in  action  on  tl^  6tli  of  June,  ISISI^ 
at  the  head  of  Lake-Ontario. 

Ordnance  /— ^3  iron  6- pounders,  1  brass  5|  inch  howitzer* 
Carriages  ;— 1  limber  6-pounder,  1  tumbril,  with  6-pounder 
ammunition,  complete. 
Harness  ; — 4  sets  thtll,  4  sets  trace, 
/forter /-^O  arliilery. 

WILLIAM  HOLCROFT,  major, 
commanding  royal  artillery. 

N(  B.  Two  of  the4^bove  a^^imderswere  apiked  ailAJefl  PQ 
Ihe  gvomsd,  in  conieq«e&oe  of  the  impofubility  of  i^mof  i9f 

•ei^i.^. '  '      •  ••».;, 
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No.  36. 

Major-general  Dearborn  to  the  American  secreiarif  at  war. 

Sir,  Head-quarten,  ForUGcorge,  Jvnefith. 

I  hafe  received  iio  ekj^ress  from  the  head  of  the  Lake  this 
efeniog,  with  mielligenoe' that  oar  troops,  commanded  by 
brigadier.general  Chandler,  were  attacked  at  9  o'clock  thii 
monting,  by  the  whole  of  the  Britiib  and  Indhui  forces ;  and  by 
some  strange  fatality,  thoagh  our  loss  was  but  small,  (not  ex- 
ceeding 30,)  and  the  enemy,  completely  rented  and  driren  from 
the  field,  both  brigadier  Chandler  and  Winder  were  taken 
pdioners;  Tbeykad  advanced  to  ascertain,  the  sitoation^  a 
company  of  artillery  when  the  attnd^  oommenced.  GenenJ 
Vincent  is  reported  to  be  among  the  killed  of  the  enemy.  Col. 
Clark  was  mortally  wounded,  and  fell  into  our  hands,  with  60 
prisoners  of  the  40tii  British  regiment.  The  whole  loss  of  the 
enemy  Is  250.  They  sent  in  a  flag,  with  a  request  to  bnry  their 
dead*  General  Lewis,  accompanied  by  brigadier-general  Boyd, 
§[oes  on  to  take  the  command  of  the  advanced  troops* 

I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  A:c* 

HENRY  DEARBORN. 
Hon.  general  John  Armstrong, 
secretary  at  war* 

No.  37. 

•     •'  •     ^      ■  •     •.  ■   -     ' 

From  lieutenant  Fitzgibbon  to  majot  Be  Haren. 

Sir,  Township  of  Louth,  June  24th,  1813. 

At  De  Coris,  this  morning,   about  7  o'clock,  I  receired 

tfifc^rmatlon  that  aboat  ICOO  of  tlieeBeasy^'M^tthiwo^uns,  were 

advancing  towards,  me,  from  St.  Daflndfs*^    I:SQon;aflerhMrd  a 

firing  of  cannon  and  musketry,  and  in.  consequence  rode  in 
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ftdTMtceiwo  JD'rfes  on  the  St.  David's  road.  I  discoTered,  by 
the  firing,  that  the  enemy  was  mo? ing  for  the  road  on  the  moun- 
tain. 1  sent  off  cornet  M^Kenney,  to  order  out  my- detachment 
of  thie49th,  consisting  of  a  subakem  and  46  rank  and  tlle^ 
and  closed  upon  the  enemy,  to  reconnoitre.  I  discoTered  him 
on  the  mountain  road,  and-  took  a  position  on  an  emkieiice  to 
the  Tight  of  it.  My  men  arrWed,  and  ptrshed  oil  in  front,  to 
cut  off  his  retreat,  under  a  fire  from  his  guns,  which,  however^ 
did  no  execution.  After  examining  his  position,  I  was  informed 
he  expected  reinforcemenb ;  I  the^ore  decided  upon  summon- 
ing him  to  surrender.  After  the  exchange  of  s^reral  poittions) 
between  lieutenant. colonel  Boerstler  and  myself,  in  the  name 
of  lieutenant. colonel  De^  Haren,  lieutenant-colond  Bcerstler 
agreed  to  surrender  on  the  terms  stated  in  the  articles  of  capitu- 
lation. On  my- return  to  my  men  to  send  an  officer  to  super- 
intend  the  details  of  a  surrender  you  returned. 

I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  &c 

J.  FITZGIBBON,  lieut.  49th  foot. 
To  major  De  Uafen,  &c.  &c» 


■     No.  -38.   •    -  :  • 

Capiiulaiion  of  Colonel  Bcerstler  and  54 1  Jmeridim.  .  i .  i  ( 

t  .  •    .  ... 

June  24th,  1813. 

Particulani  of  the>  .ca|4tniatipn  made;  between  cap^in 
McDowell,  on  the  part  ofjieutenaut-colonel  Bcp^stler,  of 
the  United  States'  army,  and  majpr  De..  Haren,  of  .his 
Bfitapoic  majesty's  Canadian . regiment,  Qn.  the  part,  of 
iientenant-colonei  Biishopp,  commanding  the  adranee^  of 
the.;British,  respecting  the  force  under  the  command  of 
lieutenant^olonel  Boerstler. 

Article  I.  That  lieutenant-colonel  Bcerstler,  and  the  force 
under  his  command,  shall  surrender  prisoners  of  war.  . 
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Art.  11.  That  the  ofilcen  shall  ratun  their  anas,  horses,.  asA 
bafgage. 

Aft*  II|.  That  the  non-connissioned  officers  aod.soldkra 
iMl  lay  dawn  their  ariQs  at  the  hoad  of  die  Britbh  coIiuihi, 
and  shall  become  prisoners  of  war. 

I    Art.  IV.  Thut  the  milkia  and  Toloisteers,  with  lieHteoaiit. 
colonel  .BoijrittBr,  ahali  be  penaitted  to  return  to  the  United 

ANDREW  MCDOWELL, 

Captain  United  States'  light  artillerf* 
Aeoesded  lewd  signed,  F.  O.  BCERSTLEIV, 

lieatenaht^colonel, 
comnuMEiding  detaphaaent 
United  States' amy* 
P.  v.  OE  HAREN,  major, 

Canadian  regiment. 


•r##«v^<r##<r'r. 


No.  39. 
Return  ofpritonert  taken  near  Fort-Geerge,  JMnei4tk,  1813. 

I 

Light  dragoons  i^^l  comet,  X  serjeant,  19  rank  and  file. 

Light  artUkry  ^^1  captain,  1  lieutenant,  3  Serjeants,  31 
rank-aadite.    .  ^ 

6ih  regiment  of  infantry;'^!  captain,  1  lieutenant,  3  ser« 
jeants,  ^4'  rank  and  file. 

'    Uth  dRio;— 1  lientehattt-coiottel,  '3  captains,  H  iKBalianmts, 
^'sdrrgeon,  15  Serjeants,  301  raiA^  and  file. 

k6th  atio  ;*-l  inajor. 
'    9$d  ditto  ;'^l  captidn,' 4  Serjeants,  S  dmmn&en,  Sf  rank 
iM  fife. 

Tbtal'-l  lieutemmt-^olonel,  Tniajor,  6  captains,  49fieate. 
natits,  1  coroet,  1  surgeon,  95  Serjeants,  SdrumiiMirs,  462 
tank  and  file.  < 

Thirty  mtUtia  rdeased  on  parole  not  incladcd  in  this  treturD. 


Ofioeto  namfli  Mid  nuil* 

Light  dragoons, '^^Conet  Bad. 

Light  artillery  ;^C?L^taXn  M^DoweH;  lieiHenaiit  Morife. 

0/A  regiment  infantry ; — Captain  M'Kenoey;  fieoteiiattt 
Shell. 

lAth  cbY/o;— LientcnftDt-colonel  Bcerstler ;  Captains  M<K«ti» 
life,  Cumings,  and  Flemming ;  lientenants  Saonden ,  Anddl> 
ij^arney,  Marshall,  Waring,  Mndd,  Mnrdock,  Goodftei 
Clarke,  Robinson,  and  Bnndall;  snrgeoD  Toiing. 

20M  i///fo /—Major  Tayfon 

Mcfflttf/o,— ^Captain  Roach* 
•        •  • 

Return  of  ordnance,  &c.  taken. 

One  19-poonder,  1  6«pounder,  2  can,' stand  of  cplouxt  of 
the  14th  United  States'  i^pknenl^ 

EDWARD  BAYNES,  a^>*cei|. 

The  loss  of  the  enemy  supposed  to  b^  abont  100  in  killed 
«Bd  wounded* 


^#<^r#^#)##^#<#^#<# 


No.  40. 


Trom  rnqjor-general  Dearborn  to  the  American  kM^tairg  $i 

war. 

Head^qnartersi  Fort-George^  Jane  38^  1813. 

I  hiie  the  mortific^Um  of  informing  you  of  an  nnfortunati 
and  unaccoon table  ev^At  which  oociir?ed  yesterday.  On  the 
S3dy  at  eyening^  lieutenantrcolonel  Bcerstler,  with  570  meD, 
iafitttry^  artfUeiy,  caTalry,  and  riflemen,  in  due  proportion^ 
was  prdered  to  mardi  bgrifi^f  ^  Qaeenstown^  to  a  place  called 
the  Beayer  Dams,  on  the  high  ground,  abont  eight  or  nine 
nilei  from  Qaeenstown,  to  attack  and  disperse  a  body  of  tho 
enemy,  ooUected  there  for  the  porpese  of  procuring  profisions. 


440  APPENDIX. 

and  harassing  those  nilabUafita  who  are  cdhsidered  friendl j  to 
the  United  Slates. 

Their  force  was^  from  the  most  direct  information,  composed 
of  one  cconpany  of  the  104th  regiment,  abore  80  strong ;  from 
150  to  dOO  militia,  and  from  50  to  60  Indians.     At  eight 
o'clock  yesterday  morning,  when  within  aboat  two  miles  of 
Be«ver  Dam,  <our  detachment  was  i^ttacked  from  an  ambuscade^ 
but  soon  drove  the  enemy  some  distance  into  the  woods,  and 
then  retired  to  a  cl^af  field,  and  sent  jin  express  for  a  reinforce^ 
ment,  saying  he  would  maintain.his  .position  until  reinforced. 
A  rmnforcement  of  300  men  marched  immediately,  under  the 
command  of  colonel  Christie ;  but,  on  arriTing  at  Qoeenstown, 
colonel  Christie  received  authentic  information  that  lieutenant, 
colonel  Bcmtler,  with  his  -Coaimaiid,  had  surrendered  to  ihe 
enemy,  and  the  reinforcement  Mtnmed  to  the  camp» 

A  mamrbo  belonged  ^  a  small  corps  of  mounted  Tolunteer 
riflen^en,  ^me  in  this  morning,  who  states  that  the  enemy 
surrounded  our  detachment  In  the"  woods,  and  towards  12 
o'clock  commenced  a  general  attack-r^-that  our  troops  fought 
Biore  than  two  hours,  until  the  artillery  had  expended  the 
whole  of  its  ammunition,  and  then  surrendered;  and  at  the 
time  of  the  surrender,  the  informant  made  his  escape. 

Why  should  it  have  been  deemed  proper  to  remain  several 
^hpiirs^io  a  position  •  surrounded  with  woods,  without  either 
risking  a  decisive  action,  or  effecting  a  retreat,  remains  to  be 
amounted  for,  as  well  as  the  project  of  waiting  for  a  rein* 
forcement  from  a  <fiBtailce  of  15  oar  l€  miles. 

No  information  has  been  received  of  the  killed  or  wotilided. 
The  enemy's  fle^t  has  again  arrived  in  ouir  neighbowrhood;^  I 
^'   ^     •  '  With  Respect  and  eltfeemi,         • 

I  am,  sir^  yonr's^  &e.      .>    -    . 

Henry  DKAB^soAN; 

Hon.' John  Annstrbng,  secretary  at  war.  >         ' 
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Na,  41.  I 

•  •  • 

* 

From  lieuienauUeohn^lCim'ktQUeuieManimColoneiHarvei^^ 

Sir,  Chippeway,  July  12,1813. 

1  haTe  the  honor  to  report  U^  yon,  fo#  the  ioformitiott' of 
major-geoeral  de  Hottenburg,  that  the  detaohKBent  undffr  the 
command  of  lieutenantrcolood  Bisshopp,  consisting  of  a 
detachment  of  royal  artillery,  under  lieatenant  Armstrong,  40 
of  the  king's  regiment,  nnder  lieutenant  Barstow,  100  of  the 
41^  imder  captain  Saunderd,  40cirf  the  49th,  under^ieulenaBtV 
Fitz-Gibbojis,  and  about  40  of' the  9d  and  3d  Lincoln  militia, 
embarked  9t  tiroVclock  on  the  morning  of  the  11th  instant,  to 
attack  the  enemy's  baitteries.at  Black  Rock* 

The  .detachment  land^  half'an  hour  before  day-light,  without 
being  per6eiTed,rand  immediately  proceeded  to  attack  tho>bfitteb 
riesi  which  they  carried  with  fittio  oppoSKtion;  the  enemy  heard 
the  firing  at  their  adranced  posts,  and  immediately  retfoalcd 
with  great  precipitation  to  Buffaloe. 

The  biock*htfnses,«  barracks,  and  nary-yard,  with  one  large 
ffchoQii^r,  w^re  burnt ;  and  such  of  the  public  ftores^as  €Ouid:bf 
got  off  were  taken  possession  off,  and  carried  4croip  jtheoiffff 
by  the  troops.  Before. the. whole  of  the. stores  were  taken 
away,  .tbe'eneviy  advanced, 'having  been  rmforondrby  a  anisic 
derable  body  of  Indians,  whom  they«postfld.i|i.th^  woofU  .on 
their  flinks  and  In  their  advance;  they  werc^^gaM^tly  j9ppo.ied 
by  thO'iw^ole.  of.  the  ^tiioops;  l^ut  finding  ^  ii^ians  conld  not 
be  driren  from  the  adjoining  woo^s  witkput  our  sustaining  a 
Tery  g reiU  liass^ii.  wa8'de^f4'  pfRcl^nt  ^o  retreat  to  the  boals, 
and  the  troops  re-crossed  the  rirer  under  a  Tery  heavy  fire* 

I  am  extremely  sorry  to  add,  lieutenant&coionel  Bisshopp 
fell,  severely  wounded,  on  our  retreat  to  the  boats ;  fortunately 
the .  detaishment  -  ^  rnot  su^r  by  it,  every  thing  >hiiving  been 
arranged  and  comptated  previous  to  h^js' receiving  his  wounds. 

Inclosed  are-thc  retuKQt  of  the  killed,;  wounded,  and'nus«iiig 


44t  APPBNnX. 

with  Ae  exceptfon  of  those  of  the  4iHh  regimeiit  and  wiMk^ 
which  have  not  yet  been  receiTed. 

I  have  alio  inclosed  the  returns  of  the  ordnance^  ud  other 

stores  captnred* 

I  faftve  the  hoMNT  to  W,  ke* 

THOMAS  CLARK^ 

Lieut-col.  U  lineote  militia* 
To  netitenant^ool.  Harfef^ 
depnfy  adjatant^gen. 


^ 

^^^-s^****^^^^** 


No.  42. 


tMmm  of  VSM^  wMinded^  and  minings  oii  the  m^ndng 

of  the  llih  inumi. 

Jnlj  18,  181S. 
Staff ^-^l  inspecting  fieMUofiicelr,  wonnded. 
Sih  regimenir^S  ptiTates,  killed;    1  eaptein   1  «nsign^ 
i:  seijeant,  10  privates,  wounded ;  4  prttatei,  missiag. 

49th  regmeni ;'^t4  {^Hmles,  kitted;  S  pvlrates,  wonnded ^ 
t'prltatite)  mlsdtig. 
Militia  ;^— 1  lieatenant.colonel,  w<oiatiddl* 
Total-^18t)riTate#  klHed;  1  inspecting  AelA.«4iiosr,  1  lien- 
teiHHitoiec^nei,  l  capMn^  I  ensign,  1  serjeant,  I  corpoftl>  It 
privates,  wounded ;  -6  privates  miishig. 

Names  of  oAeiBrs  wounded 
^   Srtf^«-»*]ioiitenant^olonci  Bisihopp,  ilispeetogfield-oCcer) 
Sttterdy  (tfot  daagerotisly). 
^  lAne^  mUHia  ;~LI«uttaanf^eoIonel  Gladk^  sigkilj*    - 
41#l  re^i^enl ;-— Captain  Savnden,  tererelf^  and  prisoier} 
Mi^  Mompesson^  idightljr* 

J.  BARVBY,  lie«tb.toU  Ik  A«  fen* 

f  .  .       , 

No.  43. 

IMum  of  orinme0  dosiro^i  amd  taptiirod  ff^tm  IJke  #n#»f 

at  Biaok  Itock^  Julg  »,  1#18. 
Om  iren  ISoponnden    wkh  garyisMl   earrii^^j   1    iron 


0*poiiiiaer,  wUtk gBrrism  oaftiage;  1  Imafttf^^ndery  with 
trtveUing  earriage;  1  liratfa  6*p«Eiidar,  without  trafMfing 
MFTfage. 

Tot8l*-«4;  177  EngHdi  and  Fnncli  anitlute)  1  S«p6«Maf 
tfi¥«Hffig  carHage,  6  ammanttioti  kegs,  a  imall  quaittlfy  et 
round  and  oue  sliot,  (qaantitf  not  j4t  kBown)« 

taken  and  destroyed. 

Two  iron  l^-pounders^  2  iron  O.ponnders. 

R.  S.  ARMSTRONG, 

lient-coL  royal  artiL 


#l»#l»##«#XV»#<»»»#^ 


No.  44. 


Return  of  stores^  Sfc,  S^c.  captured  aty  and  brought  from^ 
Black  Rocky  on  the  Uth  July^  1813. 

One  hundred  and  twenty.three  barrels  of  salt,  46  bamela  of 
wlii«]Eef ,  11  banali  of  fiaur,  1  barrel  of  neAasaoiy  1  barrd  of 
^r,  2  large  bales  of  blaalnets,  (about  900,)  70  lange  blankots 
loose,  d  large  casks  of  cloi&iBg  ;  ^  cases,  conlaUning  SM  soU 
fliei:s'  caps^  16  baia  of  iron,  1  bar  of  sted,  1  side  of  sole  lea* 
tber,  7  sides  of  upper  lealker,  (somo  of  Hiem  auii^ed  Serjeant 
FMagerald,  4Ut  regiment,  and  taken  from  Fort  £rie^  to  bo 
retiirMd  tolho  41st  tegonait,)  7  laige  batteaax,  1  largo  scow» 

THOMAS  CL4)R&» 

UontMCol.  M  I^Koolii  lailitfa^ 


^^V#^#l###>#>»#»<<#^#»»« 


No.  45. 


From  $ir  6,  PrevoM  tfi  earl  Bathurei* 

Seadjqaarters,  Kingston, 
Vbt  Lord,  Upper  Canada,  August  •8th,  IMS* 

I  have  the  honor  to  acquaint  your  lordship,  that  the  efaemy^t 
fleet,  of  13  sail,  made  its  appearance  off  York  on  the  Hit 


/ 
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•iid!0»ildtj  cMBe/to  'aftciwr  ia  the  #ffilig;  bot'ifte  9diooaen 
pasted  up  the  harbor,  and  landed  several  boats  full  of  troapaal 
the  fomer  garrison,  and  proceeded  frbm  thenoa  to  the  town,  of 
iphieh  they  took  poasesiioii*  They  opened  the  goal,Jiberaled;the 
prisoners,  and  tiTok  away  tiiree  aoldiers  confined  for  felony ":  they 
then  went  to  the  hospitals,  and  paroiied  the  few  men  that  conld 
not  be  remoTed.  They  next  entered  the  store-houses  ol  some 
of  the  inhabitants,  i^^ized  their  contents,  chieiy  flour^  and  the 
same  being  priyate  property.*  Between  1 1  and  12  o'clock  that 
night  they  returned  on  board  their  yesseis.  The  next  morning, 
Sunday,  the  1st  instant,  the .  enemyv  again  landed,  and  sent 
three  armed  boats  up  the  riTer  Don,  in  search  of  public  stores, 
of  which  being  disappointed,  by  8un.set  both  soldiers  and  sailors 
had  eTacuated  the  town,  the  small  barrack  wood.yard,  and 
store^house,  on  Gibraltar  Point,  haring  been  first  set  on  fire 
by  them ;  and  at  day.Iight  the  following  morning  the  enemj's 
ieet' sailed. 

The  plunder  obtained  by  the  enemy'  upon  this  prisdatory 
expisdiiibn  has  been  indeed  trifling,  and  the  loss  has  altogether 
fallen  upon  indlvidtaals ;  the  pabKe  stores  of  eifcfj  description 
hating  been  removed;  and  the  only  prisoners  taken  by  them 
there  being  confined  to  felons  and- Invalids  in  the  hosintal. 
'  The  Irbops  which  were  landed  were  acting  hs  marines,  and 
a^^peared  to  be  about  9150  OHm  ;  they  wws  under  the  command 
of  commodore  Qiiutacey  and  lieutenant-colonel  Scott,  an 
unexdianged  prisoner  of ^war  on  his  parole,  both  of  whom 
landed  with  the  troops.  The  town,  upon  the  arrivd  of  the 
enemy,  was  totally  defenceless ;  the  militia  were  still  on  their 
parole;  and  the  principal ygentleAen  had  retired,  from  an 
apprehension  of  being  treated  with  the  same  severity  used  towards 
several  of  the  inhabitants  near  FortX^eorge,  who  had  been 
made  prisoners,  anil  sent,  to  the  United  States.  lieutenant, 
colonelfiattersby,  oC  tho  Glengarry  fencibles,  with.theidetach* 
mcnt  of  light  troops  ^ under  his  c^mj^nd,  who  had  been 
stationed  a.t  York,  was,  upon  the.appeprance  ^of  the  enemy's 
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iedioff^hat^fdim,  ^m  tbe  9$Mh  uk.  ordered  wiHi' Mf  dfetaejl^^ 
Mtataqdliglrt.aflllleiigrto.prvoied  for,tlift  imitootioii-  of  the' 
depdts-  f<mn^<«ii  Bifflliigten  Htigh^s^  whel^lie  had  j0iiw* 
major  Masie*3B  detaahmcaitof.  the  1044li'rigfai9iit,  asd  canotDir 
tmted  lib  fa^ce  oa^tlie  fiAowUig  eraoing.  Tba  eaeny  liad^ 
dariwg  the  xovne^  of  that  day,  laiidad  from  Ibe  fteat.  5m 
■oiMiy  near  Bfandift  Iioqm,  wi<h>  an  iiiteilfieii  of  itomhig  liie 
keigbts;  iHit  finding  major  Maule  ivell- pi'epared  to  receire' 
iliemy  and  Mng  Infbrmad  of  HeuteniMit.cetond  'Qattersby's- 
march,  tbey-re^embarked,  and  itdod  away  for  York, 

'My«  last- aceonbts  from  major-gendral  De'  Rotteaburg  are  to 
tbt*  3d  instant,  when  4be  eneroy^s  tie/ei  had  anchored  off  Ntagara.' 
lliave' recced  no  tidings  of  onr  squadron  under  sir  Jamei' 
Yeo,'  iinile  its  saillngfrom  hence  on  the  31st  ultimo. 
'-'  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c* 

G¥X)RGE  PREVOST, 

.  'Kairl'Bathnrst,  &c.  &c.  i^c. 

[   .  .     .    . ,  i«  »  ..  .  '. 

No.  46. 

From  major  Tiii;lor4omaj0f ^general  Shaven. 

Sir.  Isleaux  Noix,  June  3d«  1813. 

In  the  abfenpei)f  lieutonant-colonel.  Hamilton,  I  hare  the 
tipnor  to  acqnainit  yi^u,  that  one  of  the  enc^ny's  armed  T^seb 
i|r«84is^rned  from  the  garrison,  fit  half-past  fpur  o'clock  this 
9»pniing,  wl^  I  judged  it.  expedient  ta  order  the  three  gun^boats 
\)nder  weigh ;  and  before  they«  reached  the  point  abore  tho; 
gi^risoni  another  Tessel.aippeare^  insist,  when  thegun.boats 
comii^ced^firiqg. .  Olis^i^  the  y^els  to  be  near  enough  to 
the  shore  for  musketry,.!  oxde^ed  the  crews  of  two  batteaux  and 
row.boatsj(;wh|f  Ij'^t^k  jnlk  meff  om  the  garrison  to  act  accord- 
ing to-plronn^tances)  to. land  on  each  side  of  the  river,  and  take 
a  position  to  rake  the  vessels  ;  the  firing  was  briskly  kept  up  on 
both  sides ;  the  enemy  with  small-arms  and.  grap^-shoi  occasion. 
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wUf.  N«ir<he^dieof  tiMaclioo^anexiiiMsciaadFlonMlaa 
iMoo,  nilh  ioteHifeBee,  Umi  mmnmnmaA  fMeli  wt#e  >|fcproiKA* 
ligi  aiid  a|)OBt  aOQQ  moo  f roK  the  cnen^'s  lines^  Iqr  land.  Oo 
this  iaIaMMttBiii  I  tttttnmd  to  pot  Hm  giriisoa  in  die  beafc 
pidor  for  tteiff  ■eoepdon,  kaviitf  diractioiM  witk  the  giia-liMtr 
mA  parties^  not  to  mftr  their  rettattt  to  be  est  off  frop^  it ; 
end  before  I  xeeehed  the  gerrisoB,  the  caenj's  veBieb  etraelL 
their  ooleersy  after  a  well  contested  actie*  of  Ihfee  hMrs  and  a 
Mf.  Th^  prated  to  be  the  Ui6ted  Steles*  atmed  reside 
Growler  and  Eagle,  barfthen  from  90  to  100  tonSf  and  carqrii^ 
II  gnns  each ;  between  themi  12,  18y  and  14UponDder  car- 
laettades ;  completelj  eqnipped  nnder  tho  otdeie  of  the  senior 
qlieer,  of  the  Growler,  captain  Sidoej  Smith,  with  a  complex 
ment  of  60  men  each*  They  had  onft  man  kUM  a)id  ei^ 
wounded :  we  had  only  three  men  wonnded,  oitn  of  them 
sererelj  Qrom  the  enemy's  grape-shot  on  the  parties  on  shore. 
The  aiacritj  of  the  garrison,  on  this  oecasion,  calls /^rth  my 
warmest  approbation.  Ensigns  Dawson,  Gibbons,  and  Hum- 
phreys, and  acting  qaarter.master  rakington,  and  crews,  of 
the  100th  (prince  regent's)  regiment,  and  lieutenant  Lowe,  of 
the  marine  department,  with  three  gnnners  of  the  artilleiy  to 
each  boat,  behared  with  the  greatest  gallantry :  I  am  particu- 
larly indebted  to  captain  Gordon,  of  the  royal  anHHery,  and 
lieutenant  Williams,  with  the  parties  of  the  100th  regiment, 
on  shore,  who  materially  contributed  to  the  surrender  of  the 
enimiy.  The  Growler  is  arrfted  at  tiie  garrison  in  good  o^dm*, 
and  is  apparently  a  fine  tessel^  and-  the  boats  are  employed  in 
getting  off  the  Eagle,  which  was  run  a-grcmndto  prerenther 
sinking.  I  hare  hopes  she  wilt  be  sared,  btit  in  the  memithne 
hare  had  her  dbmantled,  and  her  guns  and  stores  brought  to 
the  garrison:  Ensign  Dawson,  of  the  ICOth  regiment,  a  most 
ihtelKgent  officer,  will  hare  the  honor  of  delirering  yon  tUs.  - 

I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  te. 

6B0ROE  TATLCMft, 

major  of  tiie  100th  regt 
Major-genenl  Storftt, 
commanding  at-ChamUy* 


Number  of  men  killed,  wounded,  and  piisonen  on  boftrd  tho 
United  States'  armed  Teeiels  the  Growler  and  Eagle,  June 
3d,  18 1 3. 

1  kmed;  S  Mffeitly  wow^ ;  M  piiKiiierB.*^iitel  100. 

No.  47. 

i^tirn  inf  writwnccy  ummunkion^  and  ordntm^ftfior^s; 
token  on ^owrd i^  UniiedSUates^ termed,  ve^s^lt  ^S^agh OfnA 
Grrowkry  on  tf^  morning  itfjke  9d  pf  /hji^,  1813. 

Jrm  ardnffn€e,'^%  rimt  18*9QUiidfflb  ^Q  9«poiia4(|rs, 
10  IS-i^nnder  cafronadee* 

(krrUgiaf  wMh  bi^eephing  a^d  i^cki^  complete  ;rf^%  la-poM-. 
df  rt^  10  ^*penod«r%  10  18»poiiiider  carronades. 

7Vi«pM«i#;— 8  ASrppno^erfij^^lll  Ofponodbora* 
.8  bedi  and  cpw,  49  viwki^A,  00, Iwfoiiet^,:  1«  fiMolsi  431 
egthncM,  31  boai4lQg*ayqB>  23  hpasttig.pike»9  61  poucbes 
and  belts,  30  side^beHi. 

Sf»itg09  »ndrammer»rff^9  18tpo«nder,  10  6«poiiiiden 

WadkQ0k»  tmd  /«db»  ;^^  ISnponftder,  and  8  fi-ponndery 
IS  Mnt^^tocki,  4>piirt*fii)B  jHqbs,  3  lnuadapikea)  168  IB^poun^ 
ier,  7%  8»pdniid4nr  find  ca>f  <hi^ 

Empijf  cartridges  ^'^IQO  18.poander,  40  6«ipottndfir» 

Ctbrtru^eefff^SM  ninskel*.bsdli. 
•  Iwholabarael  of  powder* 

.  SSkaif-^lW  timad  l^fti^WDider,  180  round  6# pounder,. 
t8  itMnd  3<>pdniide«|  SO  ctfio  IB-pomder,  7%  case  G^pouiider^ 
tSgtape  18»>pQiinder,  8 graips^ponnden. 

tronpintaikfargr^pe^sM^^'^M  18«'pottnd«r,41 8*poaiid^« 
'     14  tin  tubes,  4  poipt*8f«8,  12lbt»  slow-match,  9  powder* 
koms,  8  copper  brnthoms.  It  tin  >  lentkocBs^  lO  croir«»ban| 
1  pair  of  sdsHirs^  1  dbiw-hainlaer. 

FREO.  GORDON,  capt.  R.  Am 
To  major  Ts^kKfj  costaiamding.  Isle  avx  NoiA. 

N.  B.  Tke  amnttnitibn  andstdores  oi|  board  the  armed  tmsoI 
Eagle,  bei&§  nkdor  wAtei)  no  aceomit  has  jvt  Men  taken  of 
them. 
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No.  48. 


'  *   ^^    « 


S1R9  Isle  auz  Noix,  August  Sd^  1813. 

The  land  forcet  of  the  expedition  that  left  the  proTioce  on 
the  99th  Jnlj,  on  an  enterprise  on  Lake  Chanrplaui,  returned 
this  daj,  after  havipg  fnllj  accomplished  the  objects  proposed, 
and  having  earned  ererj  order  into  exeention. 
f  The  enemy's  arsenal  and  block^honse,  eommissary-^buildiags, 
and  stores  at  the  position  of  Plattiburg,  together  ivilh  the 
exIensJTe  barraekt  at  Saranae,  capable  of  contMning  4000 
troops,  were  destroyed ;  siime  stores  were  brought  off^  par- 
ticularly  a  quantity  of  nafaUstares,  shot,  and  equipments  for  a 
largo  number  of  batteaux.  *  The  barraekt  and  stores  at  Ihe 
position  at  S wanton,  on-  MisslsqiH^  Bey,  together  with  seveiaf 
batteaux  at  the  landing  place,  were  destroyed* 

A  detachment  has  been  -seiit  to  destroy^  the  .  public  bnihfinj^ 
barracks,  bloiok.faonses,  4ro.  aC  Champlaiiitown.  £?ery  assis- 
tanoe.was  rendiired  by  ^  co-operation  of  captains  £?eraid 
and  Pring,  royal  nayy,  commanding  his  aiapsty^e'  sloofis  of  war 
Broke  and  Shannon.    . 

I  experienced  yery  great  benefit  from  the-milRafy  knowledge 
of  lieutenant.colonel  Williams  ( 1  Sth-  regiment,  aeoond  in  cito- 
inand).  Thave  to:repoiit,  In  thehigMt  terms- of  approbaii6n, 
the  discipline,  regularity,  and  cheerM  conduct  of  the  wiiole  of 
the  troops,  and  feel-fully  confident  that,*  had  an '  opportnaify 
offered,  their. courage  would  hare  been  jcqoally  qontph»^(nis*v 
•  General  Hamptoor  has  conceo tented  the.wholeuof  the  re((idar 
forces  in  theVidaltyof  Lake  Cham  plain,  at  fiuHpogtOn,  from 
the  best  information,  said  to  be  about 4600  nsfolar  tsobpsyjsnd 
a<  large  body*  of  militia.'  The  militia  force  assembled  for  the 
defence  of  Plattsbnrg,  /  disbanded  .on  the  appdaranoe  efths 
armament*  The  4iaTal  part  of  the  expedition  sis  still  oruking.oa 
the  lake.    For.afyfurther  infoinia^^  IJieg^i^tre  toceler 


.     i      ..  , ,     .  I  havC)  &c. . 

..       .    .  ,  .  J,  MURRAY,  UeuUcoI. 

Tp. major-general  sir  R.  rj.^Sheafie) 
. ,.   .'...   3art  4c*  ^c-  &A« 

* 

K  .  No.  49. 

.  .  .  •    •  , 

From  captain  Everardto  sir  George  Prevoit 

His  majestj^s  sloop  Broke,  Lake 
Sir,  Champlain,  August  3d,  1813. 

Major-general  Gl^gojHr^haa  appi^sed  your  excellency  of  my 
repairing,  with  a  party  of  officers  and  seamen,  toman  the  sloops 
and  gun-boats  at  Isle  augc  Noix,  in  consequence  of  your  letter 
of  the  4th  ultimo,  addressed  to  the  senior  officer  of  his  majesty's 
ship  at  Quebec,  stating  it  to  be  of  great  importance  to  the 
public:  soTTice,-  that  an  attempt  should  be  made  to  alarm  the 
enemy  our  the  MoAtreaUfroatier,  &c. ;  and  agreeably,  to' your 
wis)i  that  Ifhould  copimunicate  any  thing  interesting  that  might 
99Ci|r,  X  hs^ye  the  honor  to  acquaint  you,,  that  the  ojbject  for 
whif^h  the.  oorp^  imder  the  command  of  lieuteaant-colonel 
Murcfky  had  been  d^tacbed,  [haTing  been  fully  accompLLshed,  by 
the  destruction-^  the  enemy's  block-house,  arsesal,  bar/'acks^ 
and  public  store-houses  renjAtning  on  the  west  side  of  th^  lake 
Vfoyond  FlAtUburg^  I  stopd.orer  to  Burliogton  with,  the 
Sii^naofi  and  one  guA^boat,  to  observe  the  state  of  (he  envy's 
force  there,  and  to  afford  htm  an  opportunity  of  deciding  the 
navial.siipeoority  of  the  laki^...  We  werfs^  close  in,  on  Ihefore** 
noon  of  the!2d,  and  found  two  sloops  of  about  100 tons  burthen,, 
one  armed  with  11  gnns,  the  other.  13,  :Teady  for  sea,  a  third 
^op,,  (som^what  Uirger,)  fitting  out,  with  guns  on  board,  and 
two  gun-schooners,  lying  }^nder  the  j^rptectioa.o/,,  10  gunsj 
VOL.    I.  G    G     * 
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VMuafed  on  •  Mak  of  100  fM  Mgh^  wifhott  &  btMit*iror1i^ 
two  8COWI,  moonttng  one  gon  eack,  aa  floating  batteflef^  and 
Mreral  field-pieoei  on  tke  shore.  Having  captured  and  des- 
trojed  four  TeitdSy  without  any  attempt  on  the  part  of  tiie 
•nenij's  armed  Teneli  to  preTent'  it,  aod  sedng  no  proepeet  of 
inducing  him  to  quit  his  position,  where  it  was  knpoisible  for 
as  to  attack  him,  I  am  now  returning  to  execute  rajr  original 
oiders* 

I  haye  tiie  honor  to  l>e,  &e. 

TflOMAS  EVERARD, 
commander  of  liie  majesty's  sioop  Wasp. 
Lietti.«fea.  sir  G*  Prefost|  Bart. 
&o.  &Cb  me. 


^o.  50.  • 

from  commodore  Macdanough  to  the  American  iecrHury  of 

the  navy* 

Uuted  States'  sloop  Pfetitet,  mar 
8ia,  Pialtsbitfg,  Sept  9, 1813. 

I  hare  thr  honor  to  inform  yon,  timt  I  arrf wd  here  yesterday 
from  near  the  lines^  haTlng  sailed  ftron  BvHIagton  on  the  gih 
iJDitant^  witii  an  intention  to  Ml  in  willl  'die  enemy,  who  we«« 
Aen  near  this  place.  Hating  proceeded  to  within  a  short  ^Rs. 
tsnoe  of  tlie  Roes,  I  receiTed  infiumatlon  that  they  were  fti 
anchor;  soon  after,  tiiey  weighed  and  stood  to  Che  nortliwani 
out  of  tile  hike— >thiis,  if  not  acknowledging  oar  aseendancy  on 
the  lake,  eTindng  an  unwifKngnem  (although  they  had  tile 
adrantage  of  situation,  owing  to  the  narrowness  of  the  dhaosiel 
in  which  their  galleys  could  work,  when  we  should  want  room) 
to  determine  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  hC'&c. 

TIIOS.  MAiCDOMOUGH. 
Bon.^  W.  Jonea,  secretary  of  the  aatf^  . 
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No.  51. 

IViMi  ytV  BtprgB  Prevosi  U  eart  Butkwr^. 

Head.qDarterB|  Montrealy 
Mt  1.0110,  Oct  SQth,  Iftl^ 

Since  I  bftd  ike  Inmor  of  addretntif  yovr  lardftliip  to  mjf 
dapatch  of  the  32d  of  September  last,  I  have  received  tlM 
indcMd  coMttunieatioa  fron  majar-gencffal  Pfoetor.  I  iiatre, 
lioweter,  been  iiif<yniied  freai  the  ^ther  qaarters,  that  he  eom« 
■MBced  kia  vetreat  fram  Sandwich  on  t^  24th  of  thai  month, 
haTiag  preriovely  diHMUKled  the  posts  of  AnilietBtbarg  aad 
Detroit,  and  totally  destrojed  the  pnbiM:  buildings  and  ttoYtf  of 
erery  description.  That,  on  tiie  5th  of  October  following, 
when  within  a  few  miles  of  a  strong  position,  -which  it  was  his 
intention  to  take  np  at  the  Morarian  ?ilh|^  on  the  river  Thai^eSi 
he  was  attacked  by  so  overwhelming  a  force,  under  major-gen. 
Harrison,  that  the  small  nambers  he  had  with  him,  consisting  of 
not  more  than  450  regular  troops,  were  unable  to  withstand  it, 
and  conseqaently  compelled  to  disperse ;  that  he  had  after- 
wards rallied  the  remains  of  his  division,  and  retired  upon  An* 
caster,  on  the  grand  river,  without  being  pursued  by  theeoemj^ 
and  where  he  had  collected  the  scattered  remains  of  his  force, 
amoantiag  to  about  200  men,  and  had  with  it  subsequently 
feached  Bifrliagtoa-heightft,  the  head  quarters  of  major-general 
Vincent  Teoinnseh,  at  tfce  head  of  1200  Indian  wnrrforl^ 
lMMH>npaaied  our  liltle  army  on  its  rear  from  Sandwich :  and 
<ke  pro^et,  as  •well  as  his  brasher  Tccuasseh  were  of  the  moit 
^ffentkil  service,  in  arresting  the  farther  progress  of  the 
^rowricans  ;  but,  as  to  the  extent  of  onr  lost  on  this  oceasioii, 
4ir  the  particulars  of  this  disastroas  affair,  I  am  as  yet  ignonmt; 
jna|or«geaeral  Proctor  having  signtied  to  m»}or*geneml  De 
Aotteabui^,  commanding  in  the  upper  province,  that  he  haA 
aeiit  a  Aug  of  trnoe  to  general  Harriaon,  to  ascertain  the  Arte  of 
the  oi&oeii  and  toUUen  who  waris  miisfaig,  and  roqjiteitfiig  Us 

oo3 
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indulgence  for  a  few  days  nntil  ita  return,  in  order  to  make  bk 
official  report. 

I  also  understand,  that  the  enemj,  so  far  from  attempting 
to  improve  the  advaataga  they  had  gained,  by.  pn^oing  our 
troops  on  their  retreat  to  the  Grand  riTer,  had  retired  to 
Sandwich,  followed  by  Tecnmseh  and  his  warriors,  who  had 
much  harassed  them  on  their  march.  Five  or  600  Indians, 
lidonging  to  the  ri^t  division,  ikce  Sported  to  have  joined  the 

centre* 

^'  I. regret  to  say,  that  I  am  still  without  any  official  account 
of  captaip  Barclay's  action  oB  Lake-Erie,  the  result  of  which 
t^as^led  to  ourreUnquishmeiit  of  the  Michigan  territory,  ezcept- 
mg  Michiliuiaaiciac,  and .  ouf  abandoament  of  the  pest  in 
ypper  Canada  beyond  the  Grand  riven 

I  have  tbelionor  to  bej  Sec, 

GEORGE  iPREVOST, 
Earl  Bathurst,  kc.  &c. 

r     •  ■ 

No.  52. 

•       •  •  •  <  •  • 

From  major, gen,  Harrison  to  the  Jmerican  socretary  at  war. 

Sir,  Head.quarlersy  Detroit,  Oct^.dth,  1813* 

.  .In  my  letter  from  Sandwich  of  the  80th  ultimo,  I  did  myself 
fii»  honor  to  inform  you,  that  I  was  prepaitag  to  pursue  the 
enemy  the.  following  day.  From  tftrions  causes,*  however,  I 
W|u  unable  to  put  the  troops  In  motion  until  the  momiag  of 
:tlte  23nd  inst,  and  then  to  take,  with  me  dnly'about  140  of  the 
/^Alar  troops-^Johnson's  mounted  regiment,  and  such  of 
jgo.ire.rnor  Selby's  volunteers  as  were  fit  for  a  rapid  march,  thfe 
..wholft  amounting  to  about  Sfiioo  men.  To  general  M  'Arthur^ 
;(v^th.  about,  7C0  effectived,)  the  protecting  of  this  plaice  and 
;ih«  wk  waa  committed;  general  Cass's  brigade,  and,  the  corpk 
M  Uemtenaot-col.  Ball  were  left  at  Sandwich,  with  ovder»  to 
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follow  no  as  soon  as  the  men  rcoeiTed  their -knapsacks  and 
blankets,  which  had  been  left  on  an  island  in  Lakie  £rio. '    -^  - 

The  unavoidable  delay  at  Sandwich  was  af?tended  with  no  dis* 
advantage  to  ni.  General  Proctor  had  posted,  hunself  at 
Dalson's,  on  the  right  side  of  theThameS)*  (or  Trench^)  d6 
miles  from  this  place,  which  I'  wa&  informed  «his'  intended  to 
foriify,  and  wait  to  recetveme.  *  He  mos^  have  .believed,  hov* 
ever^  that  I  had  no  disposition  to  follow7iim,or  that Ue  had 
secured  my  continuanbe  here,  by  the  reports  ■  that  werb  cir« 
culated  that  the  Indians  would  attacks  and  destroy  this  placd 
npon  the  advance  of  'the  army,  as  he' neglected  the  breaking. up 
the  bridges*  anttl  the  night  of  the  ^'instant  Oh  that  night 
our  army  reached  the  river,  which  is  95  miles,  from  Sandwich^ 
and  is  one  of  four  streams  crossing  our  route,  over  ail  of  which 
are  bridges ;  and  they  being  deep  and  muddy, '  are  rendered  nn^ 
fordablc  for  a  considerable  distance-  into  the  country.  '  The 
bridge  here  was  found  entire ;  and  in  the<  morning  I  proceeded 
with  Johnson^s  regiment*  to  save,  if  possible,  the  others.  At 
the  seci^nd  bridge,  over  a  branch  of  the  river  Thames,  we  were 
fortunate  enough  to  capture  a  lieutenant  of  dragoons  and  ll 
privates,  who  had  been  sent  by  general  Proctor  to  destroy  them. 
From  the  prisoners,  I  -learned  that  the  third  brlQge  was  broken 
np,'  and  that  the  enemy  had  no  certain' information  of  odr  ad« 
vance.  The  bridge  having  been  imperfectly  destroyed^  was 
roon  repaired,  and  the  army  encamped  at  Drake^s  Farmj  four 
miles  below  Dahon*s.  :      '     > 

The  river  Thames,  along  the  banks  of  which  our  route  Idyj  is 
a  fine  deep  streiam,  naviga'ble  for  vessels  .of  a  censitlerabic 
burthen,  after  the  passage  of  the  bar  at  its  mouthy  over  which 
there  is  six  and  a  half  feet  water; 

The  baggage  of  the  army  was  brought  from  Detroit  in  boats, 
protected  by  three  gun-boats,  which  commodore'  Perrjr  had 
furnished  for  the  purpose^  as  well  as  to  cover  the  passage  of 
the  army  over  the  Thames,  or.  the  mouths  of  its  tributary 
streams;  the  bank  being  low  and. the  country  gfeneraily  open 
(Piiaries)    as  far  as  Dalson's,  these  vcsfteljS  Were  Well  calculated 
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for  tbt  pinrpOM.    Above  DaiioB'ty  1uHr€T«r^  tlift  fWnflrr  rf 
the  rher  and  ad^aoenfc  coustiy  ia  eooaideraUy  chtogiBd*    The 
foroMr,  theugk  sUll  deep,  bverjaarroW)  and  }ta  banks  bigh 
iuid  woody.    Tbe  eommedoffa  and  mfulff  tberafore,  agreed 
»pea  tbe  propriety  of  leaTuig  Iba  boats  mider  tbe  gasrd  of  iM 
infiMitiy ;  and  I  detemined  to  trust  to  fortaae  and  tbe  bravevj 
of  my  troops  to  effecttbe  passage  of  tbe  rirer.    Below  a  place 
called  Cbatbam,  and  four  miles  above  IMsob's,  is  tfie  tUrd  an- 
fordable  branch  of  the  Tbames ;  tbe  bridge  over  its  month  bad 
been  taken  np  bj  the  Indtans,  as  well  as  ibat  at  M^Gt^or's 
Mills,  one  mile  abote.     Sererai  bundled  of  tbe  Indians  re* 
mained  to  dispute  oar  passage;  and  upon  tiMarrfttal  ef  the 
advanced  gnardy  commenced  a  heavy  lire  from  tbeepposita 
bank  of  tbe  erode,  as  well  as  that  of  the  riven  Believing  that  tbe 
whole  force  of  the  enemy  was  there,  I  halted  the  army,  formed 
in  order  of  battle,  and  brongbt  np  onr  two6*poanders  to  cover 
tbe  party  tiiat  were  ordered  to  cover  the  bridge.    A  few  shot 
from  those  pieces  toon  drpve  oif  the  Indians,  and  enabled  as  in 
two  hours  to  repair  the  bridge  and  cross  tbe  troops.     Cohmd 
Johnson's  mounted  regiment,  being  upon  the  right  of  the  army, 
had  seized  tbe  remains  of  the  bridge  at.the  mills  under  a  heavy 
fire  from  the  Indians.    Our  less  upon  this  occasion  was  two 
killed,  and  three  or  four  wounded ;  that  of  the  enemy  was 
ascertained  to  be  consideraby  greater.   A  house  near  tbe  hii^ge, 
containing  a  very  conaideralrie  namber  of  muskets  had  beea  set 
on  fire ;  but  it  was  extinguished  by  our  troops,  and  the  arms 
saved.    At  the  first  faim  above  the  bridge,  we  found  one  of  the 
eaeasy's  vessels  on  fire,  loaded  with  arms,  ordnance,  and  other 
valuable  stores ;  and  learned  that  they  were  a  few  miles  a*bead  of 
us,  still  on  tbe  right  bank  of  the  river,  with  a  great  body  of  In* 
dians.    At  Bowlea'  Farm,   fear  miles  fW>m  tbe  bridge,  we 
halted  for  tbe  night,  found  two  other  vesseto  and  a  large  dis« 
iillery  filled  with  ordnance,  and  other  valuable  stores,  to  aa 
hnmense  amount,  in  flames;  it  was  impossible  to  put  oat  the 
fire ;  two  24«ponnder8,  with  their  cerriages,  were  taken,  and 
a  large  quantity  of  ball  and  shells  of  various  staes.    The  army 


i 


hrrmsfOi.  am 

Mu  put  in  motim  etrljoci  the  »<Nriiiag  of  Hm  Mi*  I  pmhcd 
•a  in  adrance  with  the  aioiioteiji  r^imoit}  and  reqaested  go? «N 
«9f  Shdbj  to  follow  as  eirpjoditioiuly  as  possiblo  with  tho  10- 
tuktry ;  the  gofernor's  leal^  and  that  of  his  mea,  enabled  th^m 
4o  keep  up  with  the  cafalry,  and  .bjr  ^  o'clock  we  were  at 
il^JHoJd's  mills^  harieg  taken,  in  the  course  of  the  rooming^  two 
jno^hoats  and  seveyai  batteaux,  loaded  with  pro?isions  and 
IHnaianitlon* 

A  rapid  stream  of  the  river  at  Arnold's  miUS)  affords  theonl)r 
fofding  to  be  vet  with  for  a  considerable  distance ;  bnt  upon 
OxaminatioO)  it  was  found  too  deep  for  the  infaetrjr.  HaTlQgy 
howoTer)  fortnnaldy  Jtaken  two  or  three  boats,  and  some  In- 
dian canoe«)  on  the  fl(pot|  and  obliging  the  horsemen  to  tak#  it 
^potman  behind  each,  the  whole  were  safelj  crossed  hj  It 
o'clock.  Eight  miles  from  the  crossing  we  passed  a  fanii) 
"where  a  part  of  the  British  troops  had  encamped  the  night  bt* 
lore^  under  the  command  of  colonel  Warburtoa.  The  detaok 
ment  with  general  Proctor  was  stationed  near  to,  and  fronting, 
the  Moravian  town,  four  miles  higher  np.  Being  now  osrtainl^ 
pMar  the  enemy,  I  directed  the  advance  of  Johnson's  regiment  to 
aooekrate  their  march  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  intelligence. 
The  officer  commanding  it,  in  a  short  time,  sent  to  ioform  me, 
Ihat  his  progress  was  stopped  by  the  enemy,  who  were  formed 
across  oor  line  of  march.  One  of  the  enemy's  waggon^  being 
liso  taken  prisoner,  from  the  information  received  from  him^ 
and  my  own  observation,  assisted  by  some  of  my  officers,  I  SOQH 
anoertaiiled  enoagh  of  their  position  and  order  of  battlci  to 
determine  that  which  it  was  proper  for  me  to  adopt* 

I  have  the  honour  herewith  to  enclose  yon  my  general  order 
of  the  27th  ult  prescribing  the  order  of  march  and  of  battloi 
when  the  whole  of  the  army  should  act  together*  But  as  th# 
anmber  and  description  of  tke  troops  had  been  essenttalljr 
changed,  since  the  issuing  of  the  order,  it  became  necessary  to 
make  a  corresponding  alteration  in  their  disposition.  From 
the  place  where  our  army  was  last  halted,  to  the  Moravian 
town,  a  distance  of  about  three  miles  and  a  hali^  the  road 
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']nw8e8  (hroogh  a  beach  fbrett  without  any  clearings  and  for  tlfe 
first  two  miles  near  to  the  rirer.  At  from  2  io  300  yards  from 
the  river,  a  swamp  extends  paralfol  to  it,  throughout  the  whole 
distance.  The  iotermediate  ground  is  dry,  and  although  the 
trees  afe  tolerably  thick,  it  is  in  many' places  clear  of  under'- 
brush.  Across  this  strip  of  land,  their  left  appuyed  upon  the 
rirer,  supported  by  artillery  placed  in  the  wood,  their  right  m 
the  swamp,  covered  by  the  whole  of  their  Indian  force,  the 
British  troops- were  drawn  up. 

The  troops  at  my  disposal  consisted  of  about  120  regulars, 

of  the  27th   regitiient,  five   brigades  of  Kentucky  volunteer 

-militia-infantry,  under  his  excellency  governor  Shelby,  averag<.> 

iog  )esB  than   600  men,  and  colonel  Johnson's  regiment  of 

mounted  infantry,  making,  in  the  whole,  an  aggregate  some* 

thing  above  3000.     No  disposition  of  an  army  opposed  to  an 

Indian  force  can  be  safe,  unless  it  is  secured  on- the  flanks,  and 

4n  Ihe  rear.     I  had  therefore  no  difficulty  in  arranging  the 

Infantry  confortnably  to  my  general  order  of  battle.     General 

Trotter's  brigade  of  600  men  formed  the  front  line,  his  right 

upon  the  roadj  and  his  left  upon  the  s  want  p.     General  King's 

brigade  as  a  s^econd  line,  150  yards  In  the  rear  of  Trotter's; 

•and  Child's  brigade,  as  a  corps  of  reserve,  in  the  rear  of  it. 

'These  three  brigades  formed .  the  command  of  ma}or«gcneral 

licnry ;    the  whol^   of   general   Desha's   division,  -consisCiDg 

of  two  brigades,   were  formed  en  poUn^t  upon  the  left  of 

•Trotter. 

<  Whilst  I  was  engaged  in  forming  the  infantry,  J  had  directed 
colonel  Johnson's  regiment,  which  was  still  in  front,  io  form 
in  two  lines  op^tosite  lo  that  of  the  enemy;  and  upon  the 
advance  of  the  infantry,  to  take  ground  to  tb<i  left;  and,  form, 
fn^  upon  that  flank,  to  endeavor  to  turn  the  right  of  the  Itidianar, 
A  moment's  re&ection,  however,  oonvinced  me,>that  from  the 
thickness  of  the  wood,  and  swampncss  of  the  ground,  they 
would  be  unable  to  do  any  thing  onhorsieback,  and  that  there 
was  no  time  to  dismount  them,  and  place  their  hovses  in  secu- 
fity;  1  therefore  determined  to  refuse  my  left  to  -  the  intlians^ 


ihd^i6  'bveak  tHib^-Brttishr  Ikie,  >a«  once, 'by  a-  drsrge  of  thh 
nooiiM  infantry:  the  measure  Was  not  sandtioiied  bj  any 
thing  that' I(  had  jeen  or  heard  of,  bat  I  was  fully  conTinced 
that  it  womld .  succeed.  .>  The  American*  back^-woodsmen  !ride 
better'in  thenroods  ^than  iany  other  people.  A  ibnsket  or  rifie 
If  no  impedimeat^  they  being  accustomed  to  carry  them  on  horses 
baek  from  their*  earliest^yooth.  I  was  persuaded,  too,  that  the 
en^tny  would  he  quite  unprepared  for  the  ^ockyand  that  they 
could  not  rbsist  it.  '  Conformably  to  this  idea,  1  directed  the 
regiinent  to  be  drawn  up  in  close  column,  with- its  right  at  the 
distance  of  50  yards,  from  the  road^  (that  itmiight'  be  in  some 
nieasure^rotected  fa^'  the  trees  from  the  artillery,)  its  left  upon 
-the* swamp,'  and^to  charge  at  full  «peed  as  soon  as  the  enemy 
deliTeredi  their  fire*  The ;  few  i^^lar  troops,  uifider  their 
cokmei,'  (Paul,)  occupied,  in  column  of  sections  of  foilr,  the, 
small  space-between  the  road  and  the  rirer^  for  the  purpose  of 
seiaing -the. enemy's  artill^y;  and  some  10  or  12  friendly 
Indians- were- directed  to  nrore  under  the  bank.>  The  crotchet 
formed  by  the  front  line  and. general  Desha's  diTision, -was 
an  important. pcant.  At.  that  place  the  venerable  governor  of 
Kentucky  was. posted,  who,.at'.the'age  of  6G,. preserves  all  the 
vigor  of  youth,,  the  brdent  zeal  which  distinguished  him  in  the 
rev^utiohary  war,  and  the  undaui|tbd  brarery  which  hemain. 
tainediit  King'js  .Mountain.  With  my  aide  dd camp  the  acting, 
assistant  adiutant«gen6ra],  captain.  Bmder^/my  gallant  friend 
scdmmodore  Perry,  who.  did. roe  the'^honor  hb  serve  as  my 
volunteer  aide  de  camp,  and  brigadier^general  Cass^  who  having, 
noicommabd,  tendered  me  his  assistance^  I  placed  myself  at  the 
head^of  Ake  front  line .  of  .infantry,,  to  .direct  the  mo?ements  of 
the  cavalry,  and  to  give'  them  ^tho  necessary  support.  Th^ 
army  badmoved  on  in  tbis.order  but; a  short  distance,  when  the 
mounted  mfin  received  the  fire  of  the  fiiiiish  line,  and  were 
ordered  to  charge;  the  horses  in  the  front  of  the  column 
recoiled  from  the  fire;  another  was  ^iren  by  tl?o  eiijemy,.and 
pur  column  at  length  getting,  inio  motion,  broke  through  the 
enemy  with  an  irresistible  force.     In  one  minute  the  content  in 
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Cr»Bt  watoviery  tli«Britiili  •ScertMiiof  ik^  iwp(Bl  W  rrttniac 
ttair  dkoideredl  nuikt  te  onier ,  aad  our  nonnttd  men  whciloig 
spiMl  them^  and  pouring  tn  ^  deatracti?e  (ire^  inmcdlnttij  ttiN 
vanderwL  It  ii  certain  that  three  only  of  our  troopi  «ein 
wounded  In  the  charge.  Upon  the  left,  hewerer^  the  conteit 
was  more  se? ere  witli  the  Indians.  Colonel  Johnson^  wh# 
commanded  on  the  iank  of  bis  regiment,  received  a  most  gallint 
fire  from  them,  which  was  retoreed  with  gtett  effect*  The 
Indfams  still  further  to  the  right  advanced,  and  fell  In  with  onr 
frontline  of  infaiitry,  near  its  junction  with  Dean's  divisioni 
and  for  a  moment  made  some  impression  on  it*  His  exotU 
lenoj  governor  Shelhj,  howerer,  brought  up  a  regiment  to  ite 
support,  and  the  enemy  received' a  severe  fire  in  front,  and  a 
part  of  Johnson's  rci^ment  having  gained  their  rear,  Ihc^ 
retreated  with  precipitation*  Their  loss  was  terj  oonsldernUe 
in  the  action,  and  many  were  killed  in  their  retreat. 

I  can  give  no  satisfactory  information  of  the  number  of 
Indians  that  were  in  action  ;  but  there  must  have  been  oonsi- 
decably  upwards  of  1000.  From  the  documents  in  my  poascSp 
sion,  general  Proctor's  official  letters,  (all  of  which  were  taken,) 
and  from  the  information  of  respectable  inhabitants  of  this 
territory,,  the  Indians  kept  in  pay  by  the  British  were  mudi 
more  numerous  than  has  been  generally  supposed*  In  n  letter 
to  geneml  De  Rottenburg^  of  the  ^th  ult  general  Pfoctor 
speaks  of  having  prevailed  upon  most  of  the  Indians  to  aoeoau 
pany  him.  Of  these  it  is  certain  that  50  or  60  WyaMloi 
warriors  abandoned' him.* 

The  number  of  our  troops  was  certainly  greater  tiian  thai  of 
the  enemy ;  but  when  It  is  recollected  that  they  had  chosen  n 
position,  tikat  effectually  secured  their  fiank,  which  It  was 
Impossible  for  us  to  torn,  and  that  we  could  not  present  to 
them  a  lino  more.«itended  than  their  own.  It  will  not  bo  eon» 

*  A  British  oftccr  of  high  rank  anared  out  of  mjr  aides  de  caaip,  that  oa 
the  d^  of  ear  bmdiflf » genend  Procter  had  at  bis  dftposal  apwards  of  JOtNl 
ladian  warriofS)  but  asserled  tkal  tlie  greater  part  had  lefl  Urn  previeos  to 
CheaiPtiui» 
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jut«reA  anofiMift  to  dalni  for  way  troops  tile  pftlm  of  ivpttrior 


(Here  follows  an  encomiam  upon  (he  officers  generslljr*.*) 

Majov  Wood,  of  tko  eagineefs,  already  ilstiBgauhad  at 
foH-lieigs,  attended  the  amy  iiithtwo  6»potnidors.  Hating 
no  ase  for  them  in  action,  he  joined  in  the  pursuit  of  theeaom^ 
and  with  major  Payne,  of  the  moditted  regiment,  two  of  my 
aides  de  camp,  Todd  and  Chambers,  and  three  prirates,  conttip 
mied  it  for  seferal  miles  after  the  rest  of  the  troops  had  halted, 
and  made  many  prisoners* 

I  left  the  army  before  an  official  returil  of  the  prisoners^  or 
.that  of  the  killed  and  wounded  was  made  out*  It  was^  how^ 
eTer,  ascertained  that  the  former  amounted  to  601  regidaxs, 
including  25  officers.  Our  loss  is  7  killed,  and  K  wounded, 
5  of  whom  have  since  died.  Of  the  British  troops,  19  were 
killed,  and  SK2  wounded.  The  Indians  suffered  most,  33  of 
them  having  been  found  upon  the  ground,  besides  those  killed 
on  the  retreat. 

On  the  day  of  the  action,  six  pieces  of  brass  artillery  were 
taken,  and  two  iron  34-pounders  the  day  before.  Several 
others  were  discovered  in  the  river,  and  can  be  easily  procured. 
Of  the  brass  pieces,  three  are  the  trophies  of  our  revolutionary 
war ;  they  were  taken  at  Saratoga  and  York,  and  surrendered 
by  general  Hull.  The  number  of  small  arms  taken  by  us  and 
destroyed  by  the  enemy,  must  amount  to  upwards  of  50C0 ; 
most  of  them  had  been  ours,  and  had  been  taken  by  the 
enemy  at  the  surrender  of  Detroit,  at  the  rher  Ranin,  and 
colonel  Dudley's  defeat.  I  beliere  the  enemy  retain  no  other 
military  trophy  of  their  Tictories  than  the  standard  of  the  4th 
regiment.  They  were  not  magnanimous  enough  to  bring  that 
of  the  41st  regiment  into  the  field,  or  it  would  hive  been 
taken. 

You  have  been  informed,  sir,  of  the  conduct  of  the  troops  under 
my  command  in  action.    It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  inform 

*  It  is  thus  stated  in  the  published  account  from  which  this  was  copied. 
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70119.  that  they  merit  also  the  approhatioh  of  their  country  for 

their  conduct,  in  submittiog  to  the  greatest  priratloa  witt  the 

utmost  cheerfulness. 

The  infantry  were  entirely  without  tents,  and  for  sereral 

days  the  whole  army  subsisted  upon  fresh  beef,  without  either 

bread  or  salt. 

I  ha?e  the  honor  to  be,  &c* 

W.  H.  HARRISON. 

General  John  Armstrong, 

secretary  of  War. 

P.  S.  General  Proctor  escaped  by  the.  fleetness  of  hl3 
horses,  escorted  by  40  dragoons,  and  a  number  of  mounted 
Indians. 
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No,  53. 

Li$i  dfconvicti  confined  in  the  same  penitentiary  at  Frankfort ^  Ken^ 
iueky,  with  the  Britith  officerstaken  priiouers  5th  Oct*  1813,  with  a 
Mtatement  tf  their  crimes ^  and  the  punithment  sentenced  them* 


• 

'• 

aSNTENCSS* 

KAMEt.         ^ 

CRIMES. 

• ,                  "^ 

rears. 

Samuel  Moops, 

A  rape  on  a  child,  (castrated  himself, ) 

n 

George  Williain9, 

A  rape, 

•10 

Daniel  Caine, 

A  rape  and  murder. 

.  •                ; 

6 

William  Coleman, 

Murder,  (called  n^anslaughter,) 

T 

Newbury  Man, 

Ditto                  ditto. 

6 

-John  Cox, 

Ditto                  ditto. 

- 

5 

>Preto  Sharps 

DHto                 ditto. 

• 

S 

Saiquel.Bogao* 

Ditto,  (shooting  hit  wife] 

K 

4 

Thomas  Pegget, 

Ditto, 

H 

Samuel  Danby, 

Ditto, 

H 

James  Moore, 

Forgery, 

4 

William  Mitchell, 

Ditto  and  coining, 

4 

Sftmnel  Smitb, 

Ditto, 

4 

William  Whiteside, 

Ditto, 

8 

James  Long, 

Ditto, 

8 

John  Lee, 

House-breaking  and  robbery, 

2 

John  Rower, 

Ditto, 

2 

Da? id  Ferguson,    • 

Stealing  .3  negroeiB  and  3  horses,' 

H 

Joseph  Jooes, 

Ditto      1  ditto     « 

ditto,    . 

2* 

William  Taylor, 

Ditto       1  ditto 

ditto. 

S& 

James  Hanson, 

Ditto       1  ditto 

ditto, 

6 

William  Hannoy, 

Ditto      1  negress, 

• 

2 

George  Fieldie, 

Horse- stealing. 

.  • 

6 

iAlezauder  White, 

Ditto, 

10 

Thomas  Lofton, 

Ditto, 

H 

Daniel  Dougherty, 

Ditto, 

4i 

James  Porter, 

Ditto, 

4 

William  Harding, 

Ditto, 

4' 

Ephraim' fowling. 

Ditto, 

• 

■'  4 

JohttOd«r, 

Pitto, 

4 

J«hn  Brown, 

Ditto, 

4 

• 

Burgess  Irvin, 

Ditto, 

4" 

Booth  Sitrons, 

Ditto, 

4 

4 

Levi  Dunn,  ' 

Ditto, 

• 

3 

JohnM'Vey,    . 

Ditto, 

• 

2 

John  l^eljy. 

Ditto, 

9, 

Wm.  H.  Steer, 

Stealing  a  bolt  of  cloth, 

2 

John  Allwright, 

Stealing  clothes  which  were  made  up. 

2 

Jesse  fiurton, 

Stealing  a  saddle, 

' 

•'« 

Philip  Jones, 

Stealing  a  beef  skin, 

2 

m$  AmNDfX. 

No.  44. 

Dnm  tir  Gewgt  Prntt  to  tmrl  Bvtkmrtt, 

Head-quartert,  Moatieal,  Oct  90^  1^13. 
Mr  LoEDy 

On  the  8th  instant)  1  had  the  honor  to  report  to  year  lord* 
fhip  that  major.general  Hampton  had  ocenpled,  with  a  eosider« 
aUe  force  of  regulars  and  militia,  a  poeKion  on.  the  Ghsfeean. 
goaj  riTer,  near  the  settlement  of  the  Four  Otaners*  fiarlj 
on  the  31st  the  American  army  crossed  the  line  at  separation 
between  Lower  Canada  and  the  United  States,  surprised  a 
small  party  of  Indian  warriori,  and  droTe  in  a  {riquet  of 
sedentary  militia,  posted  at  the  jnndioii  of  the  Ontavd  aUd 
Chnteauguay  riTcrs,  where  it  encam^^^  andproceededin  estab- 
lishing a  road  of  communication  wU)i  its  last  portion,  for  the 
purpose  of  bringing  forward  its  artillery.  Mijor-feneral 
Hampton,  haTing  completed  his  arrangements  on  the  Mlb, 
commenced,  on  the  following  day,  his  operations  against  my 
adTanced  posts:  at  about  11  o'clock  In  the  forenoon  of  the 
!l6th,  his  cavalry  and  light  troops  were  disco? ered  adTanctog  on 
both  banks  of  the  Chateanguay,  by  a  detachment  covering  a 
warkiog  party  of  habiians  employed  in  felling  timber,  for  the 
purpose  of  constructing  abattis.  lieutenant-colonel  De  Salii. 
berry  who  had  the  command  of  the  advanced  piquets,  com- 
posed of  the  light  infantry  company  of  the  Canadian  fencibles, 
and  two  companies  of  voltigeurs,  on  the  north  side^f  theriv«r, 
mede  so  excellent  a  disposition  of  his  little  band,  that  he  checked 
the  advance  of  the  enemy^s  principal  column,  led  by  major- 
general  Hampton  in  person,  and  accompanied  by  brigadier-gene- 
ral Izard;  whilst  the  American  light  brigade,  under  colonel 
M^Carty,  was  in  like  manner  repulsed  In  its  progress  oa  the 
soath  side  of  the  river,  by  the  spirited  advance  of  the  tight 
flank-company  of  the  third  battalion  of  the  embodied  militia, 
under  captain  Daly,  supports  by  captain  Brnyen'  company 
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mt  Chateaaguaj  chftSBCurs ;  captains  Daly  aad  Bruy^vi  balng 
boA  wounded)  and  their  companies  hatlag  Bostained  some  loss, 
Hudr  position  was  immodiatelj  taken  np  by  a  fianluoompany  of 
^le  fifst  battaHon  of  embodied  militia ;  tlie  enemy  rallied  and 
lepeatedly  returned  to  the  attack,  which  terminated  only  with 
the  day,  in  hii  complete  disgrace  and  defeat ;  being  failed  at 
all  pohits  by  a  handful  of  men,  who  by  their  determined 
bra?ery  maintained  their  position,  and  screened  from  insult  the 
working  parties,  who  eonttnned  their  labours  unoonoerned. 
Having  fortunately  arrited  at  the  scene  of  action  shortly  after 
Hi  commenooment,  I  witnessed  the  conduct  of  the  troops  on  thit 
glorious  occasion,  and  it  was  a  great  satisfactfon  to  me  to 
render  on  the  spot  that  praise  which  had  become  so  jvsUy  their 
due.  I  thanked  major-general  Do  Watterille  for  the  wisa 
measures  taken  by  him  for  the  defence  of  his  position,  the 
adTanee,  and  Heutenant-celonel  De  Saluberry,  for  the  jodgmenft 
displayed  by  him  In  the  choice  of  his  ground,  and  the  brarery 
and  skill  with  which  he  maintained  it ;  I  acknowledged  the 
highest  praise  to  belong  to  the  officers  and  men  engaged  tfaatmorn* 
lag,  for  their  gallantry  and  steadiness,  and  I  called  upon  all  the 
troops  inadfance,  as  well  for  a  continuance  of  that  zeal,  steadl* 
ness,  and  discipline,  as  for  that  patient  endurance  of  hardships 
and  privations  which  they  have  hitherto  evinced;  and  I  par* 
tiealarly  noticed  the  able  support  lieuteDant-colonel  De  Salu* 
))erry  received  from  captain  Fergusson,  in  command  of  the 
light  company  of  the  Canadian  fenciblcs,  and  from  captain 
J.  B.  Duchesnay  and  captain  J.  Duchesiiay,  and  adjutant  Heb* 
der,  of  the  voltigeurs,  and  also  from  adjutant  O'Sullivan,  of 
the  sedentary  militia,  and  from  captain  La  Motte,  belonging  to 
the  Indian  warriors.  Almost  the  whole  of  the  British  troops 
being  pushed  forward  for  the  defence  of  Upper  Canada,  that 
of  the  lower  province  must  depend,  in  a  great  degree,  on  the 
valor  and  continued  exertions  of  its  incorporated  battalions 
and  its  sedentary  militia,  until  the  70th  regiment  and  the  two 
battalions  of  marines,  daily  expected,  arrive.  It  is,  therefore^ 
highly  satisfactory  to  state  to  your  lordship,  that  there  appears 
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a  deterninatioQ  among .  all  classes  of  his  majest/.'s  Cadadiaa 
sabjiBcts,  to  panieTere  ia  a  lojral  and  honorable  line  of  conduct. 
By  the  report  of  prisoners  taken  from  the  enemy  in  the  affair 
on  the  Chateaaguay}  the  American  force  is  stated  at  7000 
infantry,  and  20O  cavalry,  with  10  field- pieces.  The  British 
advanced  force,:  actually  engaged,  did  not  exceed  300.  The 
enemy  suffered  severely  from  our  firtf,  and  from  their.own ; 
some  detached  corps  in  the  woods  fired  upon  each  other. 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  lordship,  a  return  of  the 
killed  and  wounded  on  the  2Gth.  I  avail  myself  of  this  oppor. 
tunity- humbly  to  solicit  from  his  royal  highness  the  prince 
regent,  as  a  mark  of  his  gracious  approbation  of  the  conduct  of 
the  embodied  battalion  of  the  Canadian  militia,  ^se  pairs  of 
colours  for  the  1st,  2d,. 3(1,  4th,  and  5th  battalions. 

1  have  the  honor  to.bej  &c.  : 

GEORGE  PREVOST. 

Return  gf  killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  of  his  majesty's 
forces,  in  the  action  with  theenemy,  in  advance  of  Cbateau- 
guay,  on  the  ^6th  Oct.  1813. 

"    Canadian  fencible  infantry^  light  eompani/ ; — 3  rank*  and 

%te,  killed  ;  1  Serjeant,  3  rank  and  file,  wounded. 

'    Sd  haitalicm  embodied  militia^  flank-company  ; — *t  rank  and 

file,  killed ;  1  captain,  6  rank  and  file,  wounded  ;  4  rank  and 

file,  missing. 

^    Chateauguay  Chasseurs^ — 1  captain,  wounded. 

*    Total; — 5  rank  and  file,  killed;    ^S  captains,    1   serjeant, 

13  rank  and  file,  wounded ;  4  rank  and  file,  missing. 

Names  of  officers  wounded. 

.    'dd  battalion  embodied  militia  /—Captain  Daly,  twice  wound- 
ed, severely. 

.     Chateauguay  chasseurs ; — Captain  Bruyers,  slightly. 
'  EDWARD  BAYNES,  adju tan f -general. 

Right  Hon.  earl  Bathurst, 
&c.  kc^  &c.. 
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No.  55. 

From  lieutenant'Colonel  Morrison  to  majofmgeneral 

De  Rotienburg. 

WilUamsbarg,  Upper  Canada,  Nov.  11^  IS  13.    . 
Sir,  ^        .    , 

I  have  the  honor  to  itfclose  a  copy  of  the  agreement  entered 
into  by  captain  M ulcaster,  of  the  royal  navy,  and  myself^  with 
two  of  the  {Principal  inhalutadts  of  Hamilton,  in  the  state  of 
New  York.  Hamg  understood,  when  passing  that  place,  that 
public  praperty  vas  deposited  there,  and  being  informed  by 
lieuteaant-colonel  Pearson,  that  his  excellency  the  commander 
of  the  forc9»  had  directed  a  small  force  to  act  against  that 
Tillage,  we  considered  it  our  duty,  as  we  possessed  the  means, 
to  fulfil  the  intentions  pf  his  excellency ;  but  not  haying  suih. 
cient  conveyance,  or  time,  to  bring  the  property  away,  and  as 
it  appeared  that  it  principally  belonged  to  merchants  at  King^. 
ton,  we  deemed  the  inclosed. terms  best  to  propose.  I  also 
inclose  herewith  a  copy  of  major.general  Wilkinson's  pro. 
clamation. 

J.  W.  MORRISON,  lieut-colonel, 
"    •  ■  '^      B9th,  commanding  corps  of  observation. 

Major-general  De  Rottcnburg. 


•    •    <  - 


No.  56. 


American  agreement  to  deliver  up  captured  property. 

%   *  ' 

I 

We  do  hereby  promise,  on  our  respective  words  and  honor, 
to  deliver  on  the  oppdsite  side  of  the  river,  at  the  house  of 
Jacob  Wi^er,.if  a. flag  should  be  permitted  to  land,  all  the 
public  property  of  the  United  States,  if  any  should  be  found 

VOL.  I.  H   H 
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her«;  also  all  property  belonging  to  his  Britannic  majestjr^s 
gOTemmeot,  and  the  individuals  thereof,  now  deposited  in  tb« 
house  of  Charles  Richards.  It  being  expressly  understood  diat 
the  property  and  persons  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  village  hare 
been  spared  in  consideration  of  the  proceeding  arrangement. 
And  we  do  hereby  farther  pledge  our  honors,  that  the  boats 
shall  also  be  delivered,  which  belong  either  to  the  government 
of  the  United  States,  or  to  his  Britannic  majesty's  government. 
And  we  do  further  admit,  that  on  the  non-compliance  with 
these  conditions,  the  village  be  subject  to  be  destroyed* 

DAVID  A.  OGDEN. 
ALEX.  RICHARDS. 
W.  H.  MULCASTfiB, 
Captain  royal  navy,  eommanding  flotilla. 

J.  W.  MORRISON, 
Lieut..eoloneI,  89th  regt.  commanding 

corps  of  obserraMoB. 
Ikmilton,  Nov.  10,  1813. 

No.  57. 

Proel4maium  of  Jamet  WUkinjson^  m^r'g^f'^ol  and  earn* 
mander^in^chief  of  an  expedition  ^g4fmi  ihp  Qma/i^y-iQ. 
the  inhabitantt  thereof. 

The  army  of  the  United  States,  wluch  I  haTe  the  honor  to 
command,  invaded  this  province  to  conquer,  and  not  to  destroy, 
to  subdue  the  forces  of  his  Brmnaic  majesty,  not  to  war  against 
his  unoffending  subjects.  Those,  therefore,  among  you  who 
remain  quiet  at  home,  should  victory  iuoline  to  the  American 
standard,  shall  be  protected  in  their  persons  and  property;  but 
those  who  are  found  in  arms  must  necessarily  be  treated  as 
4irowed  enemies*  To  meoace  is  ttnnianly*^to  seduce  dishonor* 
iLble— yet  it  is  just  and  humane  to  place  these  alteraatives  be- 
fore you. 


APPENDIX  Jm 

Dose  at  Ae  kead«qitarten  of  the  annj  <a  the  Uaited  Stately 

tkb  0th  da/  Y>f  IfovMber^  1813,  ntor  Ogdensbotg,  oh  the 

rfarerSt.  Lawrenoe. 

JAS-  WILKINSON. 

By  the  general's  commMid^  W.  Pioknqr, 

major  and  ^de  do  camp. 


«#'#y#^#^«s#^«#^«sr 


No.  58. 


JFVom  tieiUenanUcolonel  Morrison  to  major^generai 

D«  Rottenburg. 

Chrjstler's^  Williamsburg,  Upper  Canada^ 
Sir,  No?.  13,  1813. 

I  hare  the  heartfelt  gratification  to  report  the  brilliafit  and 
Ssdlant  condact  of  the  detachment  from  the  centre-divftion  of 
the  array,  at  yesterday  displayed  in  repulsing  and  defeating  a 
division  of  the  enemy's  force,  consisting  of  two  brigades  of 
infantry  and  a  regiment  of  cavalry,  amounting  to  between  3  an4 
4000  men,  who  moved  forward,  about  two  o'clock  in  the  after* 
jiooB,  from  Chrystler's»point,  and  attacked  our  advance,  which 
gradnally  fell  back  to  the  position  selected  for  the  detachment 
|o  occupy ;  the  right  resting  on  the  river,  and  the  left  on  a 
pine-wood,  exhibiting  a  front  of  about  700  yards.  The  grounii 
)>eing  open,  the  troops  were  thus  disposed :  the  flank  comtpa- 
ities  of  the  49th  regiment,  the  detachment  of  the  Canadian 
fendbles,  with  one  field«piece,  under  lieutenant-colonel  Pearson, 
on  the  right,  a  little  advanced  on  the  road ;  three  compames  of 
the  80th  regiment,  under  captain  Barne^,  with  a  gun,  formed 
in  echellon«  with  the  advance  on  its  left  supporting  it.  The 
49th  and  89th,  thrown  more  to  the  rear,  with  a  gun,  formed  the 
main  body  and  reserve,  ezteuding  to  the  woods  on  the  left^ 
which  were  occupied  by  the  voltigeurs,  under  major  Herriot^ 
and  the  Indians  under  lieutenant  Anderson.  At  about  Italf 
past  tw<rthe  aetion  became  general,  vrhea  the  enemy  endea* 
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^Touredy  bj  noviDg  forward' a  brigade  from  iiis  right,    €o  turn 
our  left)  butt  was  repulsed  by  the  80th,  forming  en   j>at^nce 
with  the  40th,  aod  both  corps  moving  forward,  oocasiofeiaily 
firiog  by  platoons.     Hit  efforts  were  next  directed  against  €>ur 
right)  and  to  repulse  this  mofement  the  40th  took  ground  in 
that  direction  ip  echellon,  followed  by  the  80th;  when  -within 
half-mnsket.shpt  the  line  was  formed,  under  a  heavy  but  irre« 
gular  fire  from  the  enemy.     The  49th  was  then  directed    to 
charge  the  gun  posted  opposite  to  pur^  ;  but  it  became  neces- 
sary, when  within  a  short  distance  of  it,  to  check  the  forw^anf 
moreipent,  in  coQfiequiBnc^  of  a  charge  from  their  cavalry  on 
the  right,  lest  they  should  wheel  about,  and  fall  upon  their 
rear ;  but  they  were  receired  in  so  gallant  a  manner  by  tbc 
companies  of  the  80th,   under  captain  Barnes,  and  the  welU 
directed  fire  of  the  artillery,   that  they  quickly  retreated,  and 
by  an  immediate  charge  frohi  those  dompanies  one  gun  was 
gained.     The  enemy  immediately  concentrated  their  force  to 
jcheck  our  advance,  bu^  such  was  the  steady  countenance,  and 
well-directed  fire  of  the  troops  and  artillery,  that  at  aboat  half 
past  four  they  gave  way  at  all  points  from  an  exceeding  strong 
position,  endeavouring  by  their  light  infantry  to  cover  theic 
retreat,  who  were  so(m  driven  away  by  ajudicions  movement 
made  by  lieu  ten  ant.  col  on  el  Pearson.     The  detachment  for  the 
flight  occupied  the  ground  from  which  the  enemy  had  been 
driven,  and  are  now  moving  in  pursuit. 

I  regret  to  find  our  Ipss  in  killed  and  wounded  has  been  so 
considerable ;  but  trust  a  most  essential  service  has  been  rendered 
to  the  country,  as^the  whole  of  the  er|emy?s  infantry,  after  the 
action,  precipitately  retired  to  their  own  shores.  It  is  now  my 
grateful  duty  to  point  out  to  your  honor  the  benefit  the  service 
lias  received  from  the  ability,  judgmpnt,  and  active  ijxertioas  of 
Ittiutenapt-colofiel  Harvey,  the  deputy.adjutant.general,  for 
fparing  whom  to  aecompany  the  detachment,  I  must  again 
publicly  express  my  acknowledgments.  To  the  cordial  co-ope- 
ration and  exertions  of  lieutenant-colonel  Pearson,  cobmiindiug 
the  detaphment  from  Prespott,  lieutenantlcolbnel  Plenderlcath^ 
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of  the49tli3  majjOf  Clifford,  of  the  80th,  major  Herriolt,  of 
the  Toltigeur^,  .apd  captain  Jackson,  of  the  royal  artillery, 
combinod  with  tl^js  g^Jlantrj  of  the  troops,  our  great  success 
pfiy  be  attributed.  £Yery  man  did  his  duty,  aod  I  believe  I 
cannot  more  strongly  speak  their  merits  than  io^taentioning, 
that  our  small  force  did  not  exceed  800  rank  and  file.  To  cap. 
tains  Davis  and  Skinner,  of  the  quarter^master-general's  depart- 
ment, I  am  under  the  greatest  obligations  for  the  assistance  1 
hare  received  from  them;  their  zeal  and  activity  has  been 
unremitting*  Lieutenant  Hagerman,,of  the  militia,  has  also,  for 
hia  services,  ^^served  my  public  acknowledgements,  as  has  al^o 
lieutenant  Anderson,  of  tho  Indian  department.  As  the  pri« 
fioners  are  hourly  bringing  in,  I  am  unable  to  furnish  your 
honor  with  a  correct  return  of  them,  but  upwards  of  100  are 
.in.  our  possession;  neither. of  the  ordnance  stores  taken,  as 
|h&  whole  have  not  yet  be^n  coUeoted* . 

.1  hare  the  honor,  tQ  be,  &c. 

J.  W.  MORRISON, 
'    '  lieiit—col.  88th,  commanding 
porps  of  observation. 
7p  o^sjor-general  deRottenbarg^ 
&c.  &G.  &c« 

Return  of  killed,  *  wounded,  and  missing. 

B-oyal  qrtill^rtf  ;'-'%  rank  apd  file,  wounded. 

Rotfqi  artillfrjf  ^rivers; — J  rapk  and  file,  wounded. 

49/A/qo^;— 1  captain,  1  drummer,  5  rank  and  file,  killed; 
5  subalterns,  3  Serjeants,  34  rank  and  file,  vfoundied. 

SVthfoot  ;^l  drummer,  4  rank  apd  file,  killed;  I  captain, 
1  subaltern,  3  Serjeants,  57  rank  aijid  file,  wounded. 

49th  foot yjlank  company  ^^%  rank  and  file,  killed;  1  pub- 
altern,  11  rank  and  file,  wounded  ;   6  rank  and  file,  missing. 

Canadian fenctbles; — 4  r^nk  and  file,  killed;  2  subalterns, 
)4  rank  and  file,  wounded, 

Canadian  voliigeurs ;'~4  rank  and  file,  killed;  9  rank  and 
iile,  wounded;  3  rank  and  file,  missing. 

Militia  artillery  ;^l  rank  and  file,  wounded. 


MkUNa  A'OgMn  ;^1  nuik  a^d  file,  wtfultfdetf. 

Mians  /^l  ynLffiOYy  wounded  ;  3  warrior*,  miiniig. 

T«tal~l  taptain^  2  )flf umiDerB,  10  rank  and  file,  kilM;  1 
•aptalB)  0  sflbalterotf)  (^  terjeakiis,  131  rank  and  file,  wovnded^ 
1%  rank  and  file,  oiisihig. 

Names  of  offieera  killed  and  wounded. 

KUIed  $^41kh  foot  f-'^iiLpUati  Ndme. 

Wounded; — 49ih  /oo^ /-^Lieutenant  Jones,  dangerondjr; 
liratenMit  Bartlejr,  setereiy,  not  dangeronsly ;  lieatenaot 
Claua,  left  leg  amputated ;  Untenant  Morton,  seTerelf ,  not 
dangeronily;  lieutenant  Riclittond,  ilightljr. 

99th  /ik»f;<«-*Captain  Browne,  serefely,  n#t  dangeroatljri 
ftftign  I.<eadeny  tllghtly* 

49th  foot  i'^Flmmk  eom^nttyy-^Lientenant  Holland,  scwiely. 

Caiiodkan /eiict'6/ef /---likfttlenant  Ddorfaniere,  dangerooiljt 
since  dead ;  ensign  Armstrong^  dangeronsly. 


«««#^#«#v#«^^^«^ 


No,  69. 


From  mqfor^general  fVUkinson  to  the  American  secretary  ai 

war* 

Head.qnarters,  French  MiNs,  adjoining  the 
prof  iQoe  of  Lower  Canada, 
Sin,  16th  Nofember,  1813. 

I  beg  kare  f o  refer  you  io  the  jonmal  which  accompanies 
this  letter,  for  the  particalars  of  the  morements  of  the  corps 
under  my  comnfand,  down  to  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  will  endea* 
toar  io  exert  my  enfeebled  mind  to  detail  to  yon  the  more 
striking  and  important  Incidents  which  have  ensued  since  my 
departure  from  Grenadier  island,  at  the  foot  of  Lake-Outario^ 
on  the  3d  Instant. 

The  corps  of  the  enemy  which  followed  me  from  Kingston, 
being  on  my  rear,  and  in  concert  with  a  heavy  galley  and  a  few 
gun-boats,  seemed  deterfnined  to  retard  my  progress.    I  was 
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tempted  to  hftlt^  teuED  about,,  and  pat  aa  «Dd  to  hk  teaaSig  s 
bat  alas  I  I  was  confined  to  my  bed.  Major-general  Lewis- 
was  too  ill  for  any  active  exeriiooa;  and  above  all,  I  did  not 
daM  to  saffer  myself  to  be  difertsd  a  nngleday  fvora  the  prose*- 
cation  of  tho  views  of  government.  I  had  written  major*- 
general  Hampton  on  the  6ih  instant,  by  adjntant-generalw 
colonel  King,  and  had.  ordered. him  to.  form  a  junction  with  me 
on  the  St.  Lawrence,  which  I  expected. would. take  place  on  the 
i^  or  lOtli.  It  would  have  been  Unpardonable,  had!  lost  sight 
of  thit  object  an  instant  I  deemed  it  of  vslal  importance  to  tho 
isiae  of  the  campaign. 

The  enemy  deserve  credit  for  their  neal  and  inteUigenoc, 
which  the  active  nniversal  hostility  of  the  male  inhabitants  of  t)i& 
conDtry  enabled  tkem  to  ^ploy  to  the  greatest  advantage. 

Thna,  while  menaced  by  a  lespectable  force  In  the  rear,  tho 
coast  was  lined  with  musketry  in  front,  and  at  every  eritical 
pass  of  the  river,  which  obliged  me  to  march  a  ^letachment^ 
and  this  impeded  my  progress. 

On  the  evening  of  the  9th,  the  army  halted  a  few  mHet 
from  the  head  of  Longue  Saut.  On  the  morning  of  the  lOth, 
the  enclosed  order  was  issued.  General  Browne  marched, 
agreeably  to  order,  and  at  noon  we  were  apprised,  by  the 
reports  of  his  ertiilery,  (hat  he  was  engaged  some  distance' 
below  us.  At  the  same  time  the  enemy  were  observed  in  oar»i«ar, 
and  their  galley  and  gun-boats  approached  our  flotilhi,  and 
opened  a  fire  upon  us,  which  obliged  me  to  order  a  battery  of 
IS.poonders  to  be  planted,  and  a  shot  from  it  compelled  the 
enemy's  vessels  to  retire,  together  with  their  troops,  after  some 
ifing between  the  advanced  parties.  By. this  time,  in  consi^ 
queuce  of  his  disembarking  and  re.embarktng>thc  heavy  guns, 
the  day  was  so  far  spent,  that  our  pilots  did  not  dare  to  eiiter 
the  Sent,  (eight  miles  a  continued  rapid,)  and  therefore  we  fell 
down  about  two  miles,  and  came  to  anchor  for  the  night. 

Early  the  next  morning  every  thing  was  in  readiness  for 
motion,  but  having  recmved  no  intelligence  from  general 
Brown,  1  was  still  delayed,  as  sound  precaution  requjred  I 
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should  leant  &^  teMult  of  kis  aiair,  befoi^ie  I  comiiiifted   the 
flotilla  to  the  Sant 

At  half  pait  lO^  A*  M.  an  officer  of  dragoons  arriTed  with  a 
letter,  in  which  the  general  informed  me  he  had  forced   the 
eneinj,  and  would  reach  the  foot  of  the  Saut  early  in  the  day. 
Orders  were  immediately  glren  for  the  flotilla  to  sail,  at  which 
instant  the  enemy's  gun-boats  appeared,  and  began  to  throw 
shot  among  us.     Information  was  at  the  same  time  brought  me 
from  brigadier-general  Boyd,  that  the  enemy's  troops   were 
adrancing  in  column.     I  immediately  gaye  orders  io  him  to- 
attack  thtm.     This  report  was  soon  contradicted.     Their  gun. 
boats,  howerer,.  continued  to  scratch  us,  and  a  yariety  of 
reports    of   their  movements   and    counter-moTements   were 
brought  me  in  succession,  which  cdnriitced  me  of  their  determi. 
nation  to  hasard  an  attack,  when  it  could  be  done  to.  the  greatest 
adTantage;  and  I  therefore  retoWed  to  anticipate  them.    Direc- 
tions were  accordingly  sent  by  that  distinguished  officer  colonel: 
Swift,  of  the  engineers,  to  brigadier. general  Boyd,  to  throw 
down  the  detachments  of  his  command,  assigned  to  him  in  the 
order  of  the  preceding  day,  and  composed  of  men  of  his  own, 
CoTiogtofi's,  and  Swartwout's  brigades,  into  thi«e  columns,  to 
march  upon  the  enemy,  outflank  them  if  possible,  and  take 
their  artillery. 

The- action  soon  after  commenced  with  the  advanced  body  of 
tSie  enemy,,  and  became  extreemely  sharp  and  gallhig;  and 
lasted,  with;  occasional  pauses,  not  sustained  with  great  vivacity, 
tn  open  space,  and  fair  combat,  for  upwards  of  two  hoars  and 
a  half,  the  adverse  lines  alternately  yielding  and  advancing.  It 
is  impossible  to  say  with  accuracy  what  was  our  number  on  the. 
field,  because  it  consisted  of  indefinite  detachments,  taken  from 
the  boats,  to  render  safe  the  passage  of  the  Saut. 

General  Covington  and  Swartwout  Toluntarily  took  part  of 
the  action,  at  the  head  of  the  detachments  from  their  respective 
brigades,  and  eijiibited  the  same  courage  that  was  displayed  by 
brigadier.general  Bo>d,  who  happened  to  be  the  senior  officer 
on  Ae  ground.     Our  force  engaged  might  have  reached  16  or 
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1700  meiT)  but  actaally  did  ndt  exceed  1800.  That  of  the 
enemy  was  estimated  from  1^0  to  2000,  but  did  not  probably 
amount  to  more  than  1500  or  1000;  consisting,  as*  I  am  in* 
formed,  of  detachments  from  the  49th,  84th,  and  104th  regf. 
■ients  of  the  line,  with  three  companies  of  the  Voltigeur  and 
Glengarry  corps,  and  the  militia  of  the  country,  who  are  not 
.inclttded  in  the  estimate. 

It  would  be  presumptuous  in  roe  to  attempt  to  gire  you  a 
detailed  account  of  this  i^air,  which  certainly  reflects  high 
honor  on  the  valor  of  the  Amwlcan  soldiers,  as  no  exampfe 
cm  be  produced  of  nnditiciplined  men  with  inexperienced 
•fieers,  of  bniYing  a  fire  of  two  hours  and  a  half,  without 
quitting  the  field;  or  yielding  to  their  antagonists.  But,  Sir, 
the  information  I  now  give  you  is  deriTcd  from  officers  in  my 
confidence,  who  took  active  parts  in  the  conflict ;  for,  although 
I  was  enabled  to  order  the  attack,  it  was  my  hard  fortune  not  to 
bo.  able  to  lead  the  troops  I  commanded. 

The  disease  with  which  I  was  assailed  on  the  2d*  of  Septem« 
ber,  on  my  joinrney  to  Fort-George,  having,  with  a  few  short 
intervals  of  convalescence,  preyed  on  me  ever  since;  and  at 
the  moment  of  this  action  I  was  confined  to  my  bed,  unable  to 
nt  OB  a  horse,  and  to  move  ten  paces  withont  assistance.  I 
most,  however,  be  pardoned  for  trespassing  on  your  time  a 
few  remarks  in  relation  to  this  affair.  The  objects  of  the 
British  and  the  American  commanders  were  precisely  opposed^ 
the  first  being  bound  by  the  instructions  of  his  government,  and 
the  most  solemn  obligations  of  duty,  to  precipitate  his  desceat 
of  the  St.  Lawrence  hy  every  practicable  means,  because  this 
being  effected,  one  of  the  greatest  difficulties  opposed  to  the 
American  ariny  wouid  be  surmounted;  and  the  former,  by 
duties  equally  imperious,  to  retard  it,  and  if  possible  to  prevent 
such  a  desceiiit.  He  is  to  be  accounted  victorious  who  effected 
this  purpose.  The  British  commander  having  failed  to  gain 
either  of  the  objects,  can  lay  no  claims  to  die  honors  of  the 
day.  The  battle  fluctuated,  and  theTictory  seemed  at  different 
.  times  inclined  to  the  contending  corps.     The  front  of  tha 
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enemj  was  at  first  forced  back  more  than  a  mile^  and  (houg^h 
they  never  regained  the  ground  they  lost,  their  stand  was  per* 
.manenty  and  their  charges  resolute.  Amidst  these  charges,  and 
pear  the  close  of  the  contest,  we  lost  a  field.piece  by  the  fall 
*of  the  officer  who  was  serving  it  with  the  same  coolness  as  if  he 
had  been  at  parade,  or  at  a  review.  This  was  lieutenant  Smithy 
of  the  light  artillery,  who  in  point  of  merit  stood  conspicuovs. 
The  enemy  having  halted,  and  our  troops  having  again  formed 
in  battalia,  front  to  front,  aod  the  iire  having  ceased'on  both 
.  sides,  we  resumed  our  positiofi  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  and 
the  infantry  being  much  fatigued,  the  whole  wore  re-embarked, 
aod  proceeded  down  the  river  without  further  annoyance  from 
the  enemy  or  their  gun.boats,  while  the  dragoons  with  fire 
pieces  of  light  artillery  marched  down  the  Canada  shoee 
.  without  molestation. 

I  *  It  is  due  to  his  tank,  merit,  and  services,  that  I  should  make 

particular  mention  of  brigadier- general  Covington,  who  received 

a  mortal  wound  directly  through  bis  body,  while  animating  his 

men,  and  leading  them  to  the  charge.     He  fell  where  he  fought, 

'  at  the  head  of  his  men,  and  survived  but  two  days. 

The  next  day  the  flhotilla  passed  through  the  Saut,  and  joined 

:that  excellent  officer,  briga^ier.gen.  Brown,  at  Bamhart*8,  near 

Cornwall,  where  he  had  been  instructed  to  take  post  and  wait 

my  arrival,  and  where  I  confidently  expected  to  hoar  of  mi^or- 

general  Hampton's  arrival  on  the  opposite  shore. 

fiut  immediately  after  I  had  halted,  col.  Atkin90n,  inspector- 
general  of  the  division  under  major-general  Hampton,  waited 
on  me  with  a  letter  from  that  officer,  in  which,  to  my  unspeakable 
•  mortifioation  and  surprize,  he  declined  the  junction  ordered, 
<— >and  informed  me  he  was   marching  to  Lake-Champlain, 
by  way  of  co-operation  in  the  proposed  attack  upon   Mon- 
treal.   Thb  letter,  together  with  a  copy  of  that  to^rhich  it  h  in 
answer,  were  immediately  submitted  to  a  council  of  war,  com- 
{losed  of  many  general  officers,  and  the  colonel  commanding  the 
'  elite,  the  chief  engineer,  and  adjutant-general,  who  immediately 
.gave  it  as  their  opinion,  that  the  attack  on  the  Montreal  should 
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be  abandoned  for  the  present  season,  and  the  army  near  Corn. 
vfM  be  immediately  crossed  to  the  American  shore,  for  taking 
up  ivinter  quarters,  and  that  this  place  afforded  an  eligible  posi- 
tion  for  such  quarters.  I  acquicftceJ  in  this  opinion,  not  from 
the  shortness  of  the  stock  of  provisions,  (which  had  been  re- 
duced by  the  acts  of  God),  because  our  meat  bad  been  in- 
creased fiTe  days,  and  our  bread  had  been  reduced  only  two 
days ;  and  because  we  ceuld,  in  case  of  extremity,  haye  lived 

m 

on  the  enemy,  bnt  because  the  loss  of  the  division  un^er  major- 
general  Hamptpn  weakened  my  force  too  sensibly  to  justify  the 
attempt. 

In  all  my  measures  and  movements  of  consequence  I  hare 
t^ken  the  opinion  of  my  general  officers,  vrhich  have  been 
accordant  with  my  own. 

I  remained  on  the  Canadian  shore  till  the  next  day,  without 
seeing  or  hearing  from  the  powerful  force  of  the  enemy  in  our 
neighbourhood,  and  th^  same  day  reached  this  position  with 
the  artillery  and  infantry. 

The  dragpQUS  l^aye  been  ordered  to  Utica  and  its  vicinity, 
and  I  ex[^ct  are  50  or  60  miles  on  the  march.  You  have,  under 
coyer,  a  summary  abstract  of  the  killed  and  wounded  in  the 
affair  of  the  11th  instant,  which  will  soon  be  followed  by  a 
particular  return  ;  in  which,  a  first  regard  will  be  paid  to  indi- 
yidual  merit.  The  dead  rest  in  honor,  and  the  wounded 
bleed  for  their  country,  and  deserve  its  gratitude.  With  respect, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  WILKINSON. 

Here  follows  a  statement  of  the  killed  and  wounded ;— 
Killedy  ICH.^Woundedy  237. 

Pon.   J*  Armstrong,  &c.  &c.  &c. 
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From  general  Wilkinson  to  the  American  secretary  at  war^ 

SiA,  Head.qiiarters,  French  Mills,  Nov.  18,    1813. 

I  beg  this  may  be  considered  as  an  appendage  io  my  official 
eommunication  respecting  the  action  of  the  11th  instant. 

I  last  eTening  received  the  enclosed  information,  the  result 
of  the  examination  of  sundry  prisoners  taken  on  the  field  of 
batde,  which  justifies  the  opinion  of  the  general  officers  who 
were  in  the  engagement.     This  goes  to  prore,  that  althoiigh  the 
imperious  obligations  of  duty  did  not  allonr  roe  sufficient  time 
to  rout  the  enemy,  they  were  beaten  ;  the  accidental  loss  of 
one  field.piece  notwithstanding,  after  it  had  been  discharged  15 
or  20  times.     I  have  also  learned,  from  what  has  been  considerod 
good  authority,  but  I  wilt  not  vouch  for  the  correctness  of  it, 
that  the  enemy's  loss  exceeded  500  killed  and  wounded. 

The  enclosed  report  will  correct  an  error  in  my  former 
communication,  as  it  appears  it  was  the  89th,  and  not  the  84th, 
British  regiment,  which  was  engaged  on  the  11th.  I  beg  leave 
to  mention,  in  the  action  of  the  11th,  what,  from  my  severe  in- 
disposition, I  have  omitted. 

Having  received  information,  late  in  the  day,  that  the  con- 
test had  become  somewhat  dubious^  I  ordered  up  a  reserve  of 
600  men,  whom  I  had  ordered  to  stand  by  their  arms,  under 
lieutenant.col.  Upham,  who  gallantly  led  them  into  action, 
which  terminated  a  few  minutes  after  their  arrival  on  the 
ground.  With  great  consideration  and  respect,  I  have  the 
honor  to  be,  &c.  JAMES  WILKINSON. 

Hon.  John  Armstrong,  secretary  at  war. 

Here  follows  a  statement  of  the  strength  of  the  British 
forces,  engaged  in  action  6f  the  11th  of  Nov — 1800  regulars, 
300  militia,  40  Indians.— Total,  2170;  upwards  of  1500 
more  than  they  were. 

\ 
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